RetentioN oF MEDIAL CONSONANTS IN THE
GRAMMAR OF ARDHAMAGADHT BY
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KR.CHANDRA*

The outline of the Jaina Prakrit (= Ardhamagadhi) given
by Hermann Jacobi' has special message of guide-line for
Prakrit Scholars and patticularly for the future editors of
Swetambara Jain canonical works. When we compare the texts
of two editions of the Acaranga, Part I, one by H. Jacobi and
the other by W, Schubring? there is a great difference between
the phonological aspects of the language. In the later edition
the phonology of language is strictly regulated by the rules of
Maharastri Prakrit, whereas in the former edition there are
several usages retaining medial consonants like Pali. There is
a clear indication of this fact in the grammar of the Jaina Prakrit
given by Jacobi.?

Below we are reproducing the usages of Ardhamagadhi
quoted by Jacobi explaining its grammatical rules. They sup-
port the opinion of Muni Shri Punyavijayji*along with Prof.
Ludwig Alsdorf that the medial consonants of the Amg. us-
ages were not changed phonologically to that much extent (as
in Maharastri Prakrit) as they are found in modern editions.
Ardhamagadhi is considered to be nearer’ and more akin® to
Pali. According to its time of prevalence and the place of ori-
gin it should resemble the dialect of Ashokan inscriptions of
East India. Both Pali and Ashokan dialects are the oldest MIA
dialects and in them the elision of the element of occlusion is
perhaps very very rare. In this context the rule of usually
always elision of medial consonants framed by Prakrit gram-
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marians for Maharastri Prakrit but applied in the case of
modern editions of Amg. texts’ does not seem to be proper
and justified and therefore the usages of Amg. quoted by Jacobi
in his grammar® are worth serious consideration for linguisti-
cally re-editing Amg. texts.

Usages quoted by Jacobi in his grammar (distinct from
the usual Maharastri usages found in his text of Acaranga) :

& = F: ThHIH, UTEhel, TEaTEN

T} = 1] : WIS, Efd, |t

o = 9 : IO, S EIG

For medial -T~ see further

3 = g+ HUHTRY, TTET, Fre, gfeadead, agf, aaf®, af,
TS

of = g 7 : T ()

Y = ¥ : YT

1= Faw, fFafa

q= AT

A = F: 37, FAT

Neuter forms in Nom. and Acc. plurals

waiior, Eodifer, megfort

Medial - 9 - in various positions and contexts

srdifa, adha, ffer (numerals)

i, v, fueR, Are, ey, T (nouns)

AT (Inst. Sg.)

qrETdY, SETay, FEdr (Abl. Sg.)

st (Loc. Sg.)

ud, Q%TFB', aar (Pronouns)

mifd, wRfa, @mfa, mesfa, ek, 2fF, goifa, gad

(Present Tense, III Sg.)
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wifefa, afefd, wenfefd (Future, 111 Sg.)

setfay, Feaey, Fnf, Swfa, R, aufa, Reafa, ghasf,
geafa, grafa (Passive, 11 Sg.)

sfifag (Infinitive) '

Y, Taraed (Past Passive)

a1faasT (Absolutive)

FrAf, @iy, gafy, S|t (Casual, 11 Sg.)

aftqwmTT (Present Participle)

sfaaTg=T (Optative)

3= 3% g (I < 9 « T6)

The above usages that are quoted from the grammar of
Jacobi sufficiently prove that the Amg. Prakrit was distinct
not only in morphology but in its phonological composition
also from Sauraseni and MaharastrT and it resembled Pali in
certain respects and was an archaic langnage. But no Prakrit

-grammarian (including Hemacandra) and even modern schol-
ars (authors of Prakrit grammar) have treated Amg. separately
with the distinct phonological nature of its vocables and us-
ages. '

R. Pischel has utilized the text of Acaranga edited by H.
Jacobi along with his grammar of Jaina Prakrit but he'” has in
his grammar not at al] specified that the archaic Amg. retained
sometimes or optionally the medial consonants (see Para No.
17, 18 and 19) and further he has not included in his grammar
the usages mentioned above from Jacobi’s grammar while
explaining the rules of Prakrit grammar and that of Amg. In
his grammar one will be surprised to find that he has quoted
under Amg. the converted MaharastrT forms of the Amg. us-
ages mentioned by Jacobi. This calls for emendation of his
grammar as far as the Amg. language is concerned because
generally there is no phonological difference between the
vocables of Ardhamagadhi and Maharastri in his grammar.
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S auraseni as scholars believe, but this kind of voicing the unvoiced me-
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10. Initial dental nasai < - is retained by Indian editors of Amg. texts, but
in some cases it is cerebralised into 9~ which is definitely a wrong prac-
tice as far as Amg. is concerned.
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