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GENERAL EDITOR’S FOREWORL

1. Svayambhiideva : Date, Life, Literary Works!
The Apabhramsa Epic : The Sandhibandha

There were several types of the longer narrative poems in Apa-
bhraméa (Ap.). Like the Sanskrit art-epic made up of several cantos
called sarga and the Prakrit epic made up of a number of asvaskakas
the chief type of Ap. epic had sections called sandhi. The Sandhi-
bandha was an elaborate structure, using a rich variety of metres
for its different structural parts. The epic poems in this form
adopted the descriptive and rhetorical style of the Sanskrit and Prakrit
Mahakavyas, but regarding the themes the range was very wide.
Ramayana, Mahabbarata aud the Harivam$a, any major Upakh-
yana or episode from these, mythological and legendary biogra-
phies of great men like the Jain Tirthaskaras and Universal
Monarchs, aggregates of tales illustrating a group of religious-
moral topics ( kathdkoSa }—such were the subjects of these epics.
The epics extended over many thousand verses. They were in a
way Puranas composed in the Kavya style, and hence can be
well-described as Puranic art-epics.

Purzgic Epics

Caturmukha is the earliest known epic poet of Ap. He has
been acknowledged as his model by Svayambhia, who held him in
high esteem. In fact several later writers have referred to Catur-
mukha, Svayambhid and Puspadanta as the three topmost Ap.
poets. Caturmukha had at least three epics to his credit : One
narrating the Ramayana story, another, the Mahabharata story
and the third, the Puranic legend of the churning of the ocean by
gods and demons. The last work was probably called Addhimahna
(Sk. abdhimathana ), as we understand from Bhoja’s Sragaraprakasa.
Most probably Caturmukha was a Brghmapa and his poems had
the author’s name mentioned in the last verse of all their sections,



6

this being also the name of his igia-devata, namely Brahmza ( who
is also called Caturmukha). Except a few verses cited by Svaya-
mbhii, nothing of Caturmukhd’s volunimous poems is preserved
to us. Regarding his date, it can be only said that he flourished

prior to the later half of the ninth century.

Svayambhii

Svayambha was a major Apabhrarh$a poet and scholar who
fiourished towards the last quarter of the 9th century A. D. Cat-
urmukha, Svayambha and Puspadanta were the formost Apabhra-
méa poets. Svayambhu was preceded and influencd by Caturmukba,
and himself preceded and influenced Pugpadanta. He most prob-
ably lived under the early Seuna ruler Seunacandra (c. 880-900
A. D.), whose capital was Seupapura on the river Sindineri, which
is identified with Sinnar in the Nasik district of Mahzrastra. His
parents were Mauradeva and Padmint. He had most probably three
wives : Amiavva ( Sk. Amrtamba ), Aiccambia (Sk. Adityambika)
and Suyavva (Sk. Srtamba ), They were highly educated, as
Svaymbhii has recorded that the first of them helped him in pre-
paring the manuscript copies of his poems. Svayambhi’s younger
son Tribhuvana too was a poet, and besides writing a poem
Parcamicariya ( Sk. Paficamicarita) in Apabhraméa (now lost),
he completed the two epic poems, Paumacariya and Ritthanemi-
cariya left incomplete by his father. Svayambhit was patronized
by Dhananjaya and Dhavalaiya, who were possibly leading merch-
ants or treasurers. According to a later commentator, Svayambha

belonged to the Yapaniya sect of Jainism.

Of the seven works that can be credited with some certainty
to Svayambha, only three are extent: Paumacariya, Ritthanemica-
riya or HarivamSapurana and Svayambhiicchandas. The lost works
include Suddhayacariya, a grammar of Sankrit (2), Prakrit and
Apabhraméa, a Dvisandhana poem (i. e. a poem simultaneously
narrating two themes ) and another work ( possibly Pamcami-

cariva or a treatise on Alankaras ).



7

To illustrate the metres defined in his Svayambhiicchandas
Svayambha has given 324 citations. Of these some 50 are given,
all in the Ap. sections anonymously, while the fést are given under
the name of their authors whose total number is 90. It can be
reasonably assumed that authors of the anonymous citatinos was
Svayanbhg himself and this assumption is supported by the fact that
10 anonymous citations could be identified from the Paumacariya.

Svayambha was well-versed in various Sastras. He had imbibed
the best from the earlier Sanskrit and Prakrit literary traditions.
He was gifted with great poetic powers. Although his two Puranic
epics on the themes of Ram&yana and Bharata (or Pandava-caritra)
were already preceded by several Sanskrit: and Prakrit works of
epic length on the same themes, and although he owed much to
Ravisena’s Padmacarita for his Paumacariya, and to Caturmukha
and earlier Pandava-puranas (inluding Jinasena’s. Harivamsapurana)
for his Ritthanemicariya (and he acknowledges this openly)., he
shows a high degree of originality and power in the over-all design
and arrangement of his poems, in the sensitive treatment of incident
and emotion and in effective handling of descriptions, imagery
and metrical structures. His systematic treatment of Prakrit and
Apabhramga metres in the Svayambacchandas, bésﬂides indicating his
mastery of the subject, bears the stamp of a practising artist. The

_ numerous illustrative citations he has given reveal his close famili-
arity with the large body of Prakrit and Ap. pdétry of his times.
It is no wonder, therefore, that Hemacandra’s authorltatwe treatise
on Prakrit prosody (and possibly his Prakrit gramrnar also) depended
heavily on Svayambhii’s pioneering works.

Svayambha very well deserved the titles Kaviraja, Vidvan, and
‘Chandaschidamani mentioned in the eulogies showered on him by
Tribhuvana, who always refers to his father, reverentially as
Svayambhiideva. Numerous later Apabhrarhia poets also have paid
glowing tributes to Svayambha.

Ay



The Paumacariya

Svayambhi’s Paumacariya (Sk. Padmacarita) alternatively called
Ramayana-purana continued the Sanskrit and Prakrit literary
traditions of writing epics on the life-story of Rama, also called
Padma in the Jain tradition. The Jain versions of the famous nar-
rative show wide and important variations from the Brahmanical
yersion, represented by the Ramayapna of Valmiki, which they
presuppose and adapt to their needs and tradition. Svayambhit’s
work has the extent of a Purana. Its five books (kamda, Sk.
kanda) called respectively Vijjahara (Sk. Vidyadhara), Ujjha (Sk.
Ayodhy3), Sundara, Jujjha (Sk. Yuddha) and Uttara contain a
total of ninety cantos, of which the last eight were the work of
Syayambhi's son Tribhuvana, as the former for some unknown
reason found the epic to be incomplete. To Tribhuvana goes also
the credit of completing his father’s second work, the Ritthanemi-
cariya.

Syayambhi was quite honest in acknowledging his debt to
his predecessors. ;For the structure of his spic he thanks the
oet Caturmukha, and for the subject matter and the poetic
Paumacariya he admits obligations to Ravisena,

2 alias Padmapuranu (677-78 A. D.) in Sanskrit
ptly be described as a

great p
treatment of the

whose Padmacarit
followed. The Paumacariya can a

he closely
free and compressed Apabhramsa recast-cum-adaptation of the
Padmacarita® and yet there is ample evidence of Svayambhda’s

originality and poetic powers of a high order.

As a rule he holds to the thread of the narrative as found
which otherwise too, being fixed by tradition even
in its minor details, permitted little invention or artistic designing
and variation insofar as its subject-matter was concerned. Besides,
iod would ever have conceived of any departure

f the perl
d tradit’ion. Regarding only the stylistic embellish-

in Ravisend,

no poet O
from the sacre
* Ravisena’s Padmacarita in its turn, was hardly more than a

very close but considerably expanded Sanskrit rendering of

vimalasari’s Poumacariya in Prakrit,
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ments, descriptions and depiction of sentiment the poet enjoyed a
measure of freedom, and he could expatiate on part;cular incidents
he took fancy for. In the face of these hmltatlons imposed by the
then literary tradition, Svayambhu displays a keen artistic sense,
and prunes, rehandles or altogether parts company with his model
to allow enough scope to his poetic fancy. The vivid, racy and
sensuous description of water-sports in a fascinating setting of
vernal scenery (Canto 14) has been always recognised as a classic.
Various battle scenes, some incidents of tense moments in the
Afjana episode (Cantos 17-19), penetrative sadness snveloping the
telling scene of Ravapa’s cremation (Canto 77) can be mentioned
as a few of the many highly inspired passages wherem Svayambhii’s
poetic genius is seen to find an unhampered expression, touching
high excellence.

The Ritthapemicariya

Svayambhi’s secoad voluminous epic, Viz. Ritthanemicariva
(Sk. Aristanemicarita) also called Harzvamfapurana, deals with the
favourite subject of the life-story of the twentysecond Tirthapkara
Aristanemi, along with the narrative of Krsna and the Pandavas
in its Jain version. Its one hundred and twelve cantos (containing
near-two thousand Kadavakas and about 18, 000 units of thirty—
two syllables) are distributed over four books : Jayava (Sk.
Yadava), Kuru, Jujjha (Sk. Yuddha) and Uttara. Here too Svaya-
mbhii had several precedents in Sanskrit, Prakrit- and Apabhrara,
including Gupabhadra’s Urtarapurana in Sanskrit and Caturmu-
kha’s Bharata-poem in Apabhramsa. The portion of the Rittha-
nemicariya after the ninety-ninth Sandhi was written by Svayam-
bhia’s son Tribhuvana and further, a few interpolations were
made in the sixteenth century by an Apabhrarh$a poet Yasabkirti
Bhattaraka of Gopacala (modern Gwalior).

In view of the high degree of excellenéé, originality and
breadth, Svarambha can be doubtlessly ranked with the leading
poets of Sanskrit and Prakrit Mahakavyas.
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This type of ‘epics in the two subjects continued to be written
up to the 16th century.

Of the several epics in the Sandhi-form written after
Svayambhq, particulars about a few are given below :

Author  Work Date Extent
Dhavala Harivamfapurana Not later 122 cantos
than 10th Cent.
Yasapkirti Bhatiaraka Pandupurana 1523 A.D. 34 cantos
Raidhu Balabhadrapurana 15th Cent. (Rama-epic) 11 contos
» Neminathacarita »
Srutakirti  Harivaméapurana 1551 A.D. 40 contos

Caturmnkha’s [nfluence®

(1) Bhoja, Hemacandra and Vagbhata mention Caturmukha’s
Abdhimathana (obviously having the Purgnic episode of the churning
of the ocean as its theme) asa typical example of the Apabhratsa
epic in the Sandhibandha form. In the introductory portion of RC.
Svayambhti, while acknowledging obligations to his several eminent
predecessors expresses his indebtedness to Caturmukha for the
‘Paddhadiya studded with Chaddaniya, Duvai and Dhuvaya.” The Pad-
dhadiya etc. mentioned here are wellknown structural units that play
a basic role in the construction of the Apabhramsa Sandhibandba.
This suggests that Caturmukha was a pioneer in evolving the Sandhi
form and that his works served as models for Svayambhi’s epics.

(2) Additional support for this comes from another direction
too. In the Apabhramsa section of the Svayambhiicchandas (further
here abbreviated as.Sc.) the chapter dealing with the metres of
the Sandhibandha gives illustrative citations exclusively from Catur-
mukha, aside from the anonymous ones which include passages
from Svayambhi’s own work. This could have not been the case
if Caturmukha had been mediocre or just one among several.

(3) Such a pioneer and prominent poet could not but have
several extensive compositions to his credit. As we have already
seen, the Abdhimathana was a well-known Apabhramsa epic from
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Caturmukha’s pen. But regarding its form and contents we have
not one jot more information than what has been noted above.

(4) Regarding another epic of Caturmukha, which occupied
itself with the narrative of Rama, we are slightly more fortunate..
Evidence for Caturmukha’s Apabhrarhéa Ramayana is quite con-
clusive. In the opening Kadavaka of the sixtyninth Sandhi of his
Mahéapurana with which begins the Rama-story, Puspadanta pays his
compliments to Caturmukha and Svayambhii. As Svaymbha has
actually a Rama-epic, the Pasimacariya, to his credit, Caturmnkha too
is to be supposed to have composed one. Otherwise there would be
no point in Puspadanta’s remembering and culogizing Caturmukha
in that context. Similarly in the introductory portion of his
Bahubalicarita or Vahuvalicaria (1398) in Apabhramsa, Dhanap3zla
mentions Caturmukha, Dropa, Svayambha and Vira as authors of
work narrating the life-history of Padma (i.e. Rama). From
among the several citations given in the Sc. under the name of
Caumuha only VI 54.1 has a positive reference to the Rama-story.
And even this looses most of its value because in this ascription
of authorship, the Manuscript turns out to be quite wrong. Actu-
ally the stanza in question has been taken from Svayambhii’s own
epic. Sc. VI. 54.1 is identical with the opening Dhruvaka of the
seventyseventh Sandhi of his Paumacariya.

(5) Of the other citations from Caturmukha Sc. VI. 63,1 can
plausibly be taken to relate to an incident in the narrative of
Rama. Its text slightly emended is as follows :

nam pavara palasa vane samcarima phullial
te coddaha rakkha nimisaddhem sara-sallia Il
‘Like excellent Palasas in motion that had bloomed forth in

the forest, those fourteen R&ksasas were within a trice pierced with
arrows.’ '

It now becomes obvious that the situation described is one
wherein Rama destroyed the fourteen attacking Raksasas sent by
Khara on Surpanakha’s incitement. In Valmikl’s parallel descrip-
tion!3 the fourteen Raksasas, pierced and blood-drenched, fall like
‘trees when their roots are cut off* ( chinnamila iva drumah).
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(6) Several other illustrative citations, but all anonymous, in
the Apabhrarh$a section of the Svayambhiicchandas, have clear,
reference to some character or incident in the Rama narrative.
Since as many as ten of the anonymous illustrations of the Sec.
could be identified from Svayambhi’s Paumacariya it was but
natural to assume that the rest of such illustrations were from one
or another work of Svayambhai himself. But there were several
snags in such a solution. Sc. VI 50.1 (reference to Ravapa and
Nila), 52.1 (ref. to Angada and Ravana) and 68.1 (ref. to Vali’s
son i. e. Angada) doubtless pertain to the theme of Ramayana,
they have been cited anonymously, and yet they are not identifiable
from Svayambhi's Paumacariva. Similarly Sc. VI 35.1 (ref. to
Bharata, Karpa and Arjuna), 44.1 (ref. to Arjuna and Drona)
75.1 (ref. to Hari i, e. Krsna and Mathura), 78.1 (ref. to Dhan-
anjaya i. e. Arjuna), 122.1 (ref. to Krpa, Karpa, Kalingaraja,
Jayadratha and Kysna), 124.1 (ref. to Satyaki, Hanumat-banner
and the fakata-vyitha); VIII 1. 1. (ref. to Dhrtarastra and Dubéa-
sana), 5.1 (ref. to Kurupati ;. e. Duryodhana and the Vyasa lake),
and 10.1 (ref. to Karpa), eventhough anonymous and pertaining
to the narrative of the Pandavas and Kysna, are not identifiable
from Svayambhi’s Ritthapemicariva. Moreover Sc. VIII 14.1
although given anonymously, cannot be from the pen of Svayambhi,
who was a devout Jain, whereas the stanza in question refers to
the story of the Vamana incarnation and the demon-king Balil?, so
well-known in Brahmanical mythology.

These facts go to establish that only a part of the anonymous
citations in the Sc. derive from Svayambha’s works. The other part
was taken from an author or authors whose names are omitted by the
manuscript of Sc. due to a defective transmission tradition. That in
the matter of indicating sources of its citations Sc. does not always
preserve the original state of affairs faithfully is proved beyond doubt
in at least three cases. As already mentioned, though Sc. VI 54.1 is
reproduced from Svayambhi’s Paumaccariya (77. 1. 1.), the man-
uscript ascribes it to Caturmukha. Similarly though Sc. I 74.1
and 74.2 are respectively the same as Paumacariu 73. 3. 5-8 and
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72. 15. 5-6, the manuscript gives them respectively under the
'names of Maigradeva and Rajjautta. The alternative of verbatim
borrowing in the Paumacariya from others is highly implausible, if
we attach any weight to the positions of these passages in the
Paumacariya ( one is the opening stanza of the 77th Sandhi, while
the other two figure in the midst of a Kadavaka), and to high
-calibre of Svaymbhi as an epic poet. In this connection it is also
significant that in two cases the gloss in the manuscript of the Sc.
disagrees with the ascriptions of the MS. For Sc. I 3.1 cited under
the name of Vijja, the gloss gives the name of Divaara and for
:Sc. T 38.1 ascribed to Suddhakai, the gless gives Niuna.

These considerations, coupled with the fact that Caturmukha
"has been acknowledged by Svayambhii as pioneer in the field of
Apabhramsa epic, make it very likely that Sc. VI. 50.1, 52.1 and
68.1 are derived from Caturmukha’s Ramayana.

(7) There is one more stanza quoted in another work which
-appears in all likelihood to be taken from Caturmukh’as RZma-
yana. To illustrate a rule of Apabhramsa grammar, Hemacandra
cites under Siddhahema 8 4 331 the following stanza :

Dahamuhu bhuvana-bhayamkaru, tosiya—Samkaru,
niggau raha-vari cadiaul
Caumuhu Chammuhu jhaivi, ekkahhi laivi,
navai, daivem ghadiau ll

Translation : ‘Having propitated Sankara, Ravapa mounted an
-excellent chariot and started—a terror to the world : It appeared
‘that Fate had concentrated its mind on the conceptions of the
four-faced Brahma and the six-faced Karttikeya, amalgamated
them and created the ten-faced Ravapa !” From the reference in
‘the stanza to Ravana worshipping Saikara, it follows that it is
taken from some Brahmanical epic on the life-history of Rama.
With what the $ragdraprakasa tells us about Caturmukha’s practice
of punningly marking his poems with his own name as well as
.the name of Brahma, it is quite tempting to read the name of the
peet Caturmukha in the beginning of the second halif of this stanza.
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This would mean that the stanza formed the Ghatta or the con-
cluding piece of the final Kadavka of one of the Sandhis of
Caturmukha’s Ramayapa. -This finds an indirect but definite corro-
boration, if we look up the same context in Svayambha’s Pauma-
cariva and compare the wording there with the wording of the
stanza quoted in the Siddhahema. Paumacariya 73.6 describes Rav-
apa, who having mastered the magic power Bahurapini, was pre-
paring for a final showdown with Rama and Laksmana. He equip-
ped his great elephant-chariot ( gainda-maharahu Pc. 73 6 2)
and mounred it amidst shouts of “Victory’' ‘Victory’ (Jjaya—jaya
saddem cadiu Dasénanu, Pc. 73 6 5a). With his ten faces Dasa-
mukha appeared terrific ( dakahim muhehim bhayamkaru Dahamuhu,
Pc. 73 6 6a). It appeared that Fate had concentrated its mind
on the conceptions of the ten Guardians of the world and had
brought out Ravana (dasaviha loya-pala mane jhaevi, daiverm
mukku nai uppéaevi, Pc. 73 6 8). Who would not look upon him
as a retror to the world? ( bhuvanabhyamkaru kaho vi na bhavai,
Pc. 73 6 9a). The common expressions Dahamuhu, bhuvana-bhayam-
karu, raha-varu (mahda-rahu), jhaevi, daivern etc. and the parallelism
in the ideas are quite striking. It does not seem too much to
assume that here the passage in the Paumacariya contains echoes.
from Caturmukha’s description of a similar situation. Some more
cases of such verbal influence of Caturmukha’s poems on Svayam-
bha’s compositions have been pointed out below.

(8) Paumaccariya 711 1-2 is as follows :

katthai angdraya-samkasau, rehai tamviru phulla-palasau /
nam davanalu au gavesau, ko maim daddhu na daddhu paesau ||

‘At one place a Palasa in full bloom, as scarlet as live char-
coals, appeared charming : It looked as if it were the forest-fire
(itself) trying to find out what region it succeeded in burning down
and what escaped it I’

This appears to be modelled on the anonymous Ghatta given
at Sc. VI 19.1 which runs as follows :
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! nava—-phaggune, giri-siharovari phulla-paldsu |
ko daddhu me, ko na daddhu joai va hudsu [/

Translation : ‘In early Phalguna the blooming Palasa on the-
mountain-peak (appeared) as if it were (forest) fire trying to find
out whom it succeeded in burning down and who escaped !

Paumacariya 80 11 Ghatta also mentions phaggune phulla-
paldsu.........girivare. ‘The blooming Palasa in Phzlguna on
the beautiful mountain.” But as the passages contain no clue to-
any narrative theme, we cannot decide anything about the attri-
bution of Sc. VI 24. And the possibility for such descriptive
passages having been taken from some unknown work of’
Svayambha himself cannot be ruled out.

(9) The third work with which Caturmukha is to be credited
was an epic about the narrative of Krspa and the Pandavas. We
have several references to this work direct or indirect. Dhavala, who-
was a Jain poet, states in the second introductory Ghatta of his-
Harivamsa in Apabhramga that he is composing the popular narrative
of Hari and the sons of Papdu after the manner of Catur-
mukha and Vy#sa, so that sacred tradition may not be lost.18 The
implication here perhaps is that to counteract the popularity of the
‘false’ version of the Bharata-story, Dhavala undertook to present
the true version in accordance with the sacred Jain tradition,.
which perhaps faced during his times some danger of being.
obscured by the rival version.

(10) Another reference to Caturmukha’s Bharata is contained’
in a lavdatory stanza, probably composed by Svayambhi’s son:
Tribhuvana, that is found in the opening of the Paumacariya in
one of its manuscripts. There Caturmukha’s go-graha-katha,.
like Svayambhi’s description of the water-sports, is praised as a.
performance unexcelled in the whole range of Apabhraméa litera--
ture. This go-graha-karh@ is obviously the cattle-lifting attempted
by Duryodhana and party, when the disguised Pandavas were
completing thirteenth year at Virata. Like the jala—krida—
varnana which figures in the fourteenth Sandhi of Svayambhi’s-
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Paumacariya, Caturmukha’s go-graha-katha too was possibly not an
independent work, but formed a part of his Bharata epic.

(11) Moreover Sc. IV 2.1 cited under the name of Caturmukha,
contains a reference to Arjuna and Sc. VI 87.1 also with the
meaningless doha na taken to be metathetically standing for the
original donaha, refers to Drona’s appointment as the commander-
in-chief in the Bharata war. Accordingly Svayambhu’s complimentary
reference to Caturmukha in the introductory portion of his Harivamsa
-Or Ritthanemicariya can be looked upon as respects paid to a
-distinguished predecessor that had tackled the same epic subject.

(12) As indicated previously, of the numerous anoymous
-citations pertaining to the Bharata-story that we find in the
Apabhraméa section of the Svayambhicchandas not a single one
is traceable to Svayambhu’s Ritthanemicariya. Like the Ramayana
quotations in the Sc. untraceabla to Svayambha’s Paamacariya, these
‘too were in all likelihood taken from a work of Caturmukha, in
this case treating the Bharata-narrative.

16. Some additional support for this inference comes from
the fact that even on the basis of the meagre material at our
-disposal several lines from Svayambhu’s extent poems can be shown
to contain clear echoes from Caturmukha’s verses. One such case
from Svayambhi’s Paumacariva has been already considered above.
Sc. IV 2.1 is a parallel though more definite case. The text is

haum Ajjunu, tumha, eu ranu
This can be translated as—

‘Here am 1, Arjuna; there are you; and this is the battle.” If
.tumha is counted as two matra (for this there is enough sanction
of standard Prakrit and Apabhramsa prosodists), this would be
.a pada of 13 matras. Now with this compare the Ghatta of
Svayambhd’s Harivamséa 67 11:

Kuru paccariu Ajjunena, te tumhaim so haum eu ranu |
rakkhaho sisu Jayaddahaho, lai dharaho savva main ekku khanu [/
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which can be translated as ‘Arjuna challenged the Kuru king
There are you; here am I : this is the battle. Try to save Jayadra-
tha’s head, if you can; come on! Let youall try to hold me, even
for one moment " The resemblance between Sc. IV 34 and the
second pada of this Ghatta is unmistakable. It is not without
some significance that metrically the Ghatta has 13 matras in the
odd padas and 15 in the even ones.

(13) Again Sc. VI 44.1 relating to the Bharata narrative and
given anonymously is to be considered on the same lines. It reads :

ekka(? u) ji Ajjunu, saggammi kahin? ep)pinu |
Donu su-dukkhena, dara ruai punuppunu [/

Translation . ‘Arjuna was the only one (who could have accom-
plished this) but he is now in heaven : uitering such words Drona
was gently weeping, again and again, in deep grief’. If we consﬁlt
Svayambha’s Harivamsa, we find that the situation described in Sc.
VI 58 relates to the Svayamvara of Draupadi, when one after
another the famous princes, failing to string the bow as stipulat-
ed, return crest-fallen to their seats and then disguised Arjuna steps.
forth, strings the bow and prepares to pierce the target. This
spectacle immediately stirs up in Drona’s heart sorrowful memories
of Arjuna, who could have easily performed that feat of archery
but who had reportedly perished in fire at Varapavata along with
his brothers and mother. The wording at one place in Svayambhg’s
passage closely resemble that of Sc. VI 44.1. Harivamsa 21 8 8b
reads :

niya-sisu saramtau ruvai guru [
Translation : ‘Remembering his pupil (Drona) guru was
weeping’. )
At RC. 51.20.5 also we find the comparable rhyme : gjjuny/’
kahim punu. -
(14) At Sc. IV 2.2 the following line is cited from Caturmukha

as an instance of sum being a light syllable (i.e. A#) in the word-
final position.
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ko makhii jiamtahu nei dhanu
“Translation : ‘Who can snatch the bow so long as I am living 9’
The situation is obviously the same as involved in the
-encounter between Arjuna and a Kirata (who was a Vidyadhara~
-chief in disguise) on the Mount Indrakila (RC. X-V 3-6-see
-especially 3.2 a, 3-6 a, 4.8, 5.1g). 3-8 is as follows :
naru pabhanai amarisa-kuiya-manu,
ko mai jivamtem lei dhanu |
Translation : ‘With his mind filled with passionate anger, Arjuna
said, “who can snatch my bow so long as I am living 7’

* The second half is a clear echo of the Sc. citation.

(15) At Sc. VI 87.1 to illustrate the Catuspadi Kaminihasa the
‘following citation is given from Caturmukha :

donaha kia ahiseae, viviha-samubbhia-cimdhat |
vaddhiva-samaravesai, valai ve-vi sannaddhai |/
Translation : ‘When Dropa was ceremonially appointed (as the
‘Commander-in-chief), both the armies, with various banners raised
-and with fortified martial spirit prepared to engange in the battle.’

With this compare RC. 51, Adi-ghatta describing the same
situation :

ahisimeie kalasa—-ddhae, patte nivaddhae,
rana—-rasiyai kiya-kalayalai |
nisi-niyame dalaggai, uggaya-khaggai,
Pamdava-kuruva-raya-valai |/
Translation : ‘When the pitcher-bannered one was installed
‘(as the Commander-in~chief) and the Band was tied (on his head),

the Papdava and Kaurava armies, fired with martial spirit, raising
battle-cries and swords, attacked each other.’

(16) At Sc. VI 124.1 we have the following illustration of the
-Catuspadi Marakyti given anonymously :

suvvai dare samkhu, Hanumamtu na disai |
saccai Saada-vithe ekka-rahu paisai [/
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Translation : ‘The blowing of the conch is heard from afar,
but the Hanumat-banner cannot be sighted. So Satyaki with his
lonely chariot enters the Sakata-vyiiha (military array).’

Compare with this the following lines of RC (LXIV, opening
Dhruvaka) :

kai-cimdhu na disai sadda—sara, suvvai mahumaha-jalayaraho |

Saccai pathaviu Juhitthirena, vatta-gavesau bhayaraho |/

Translation : ‘The Monkey-banner could not be sighted,
but the blowing of Krsna’s conch was being heard. So Yudhisthira
dispatched Satyaki to find out the whereabouts of his brother (i.e.
Arjuna).’

Further in LXIV 2 Ghatta Satyaki says he alone with a single
chariot will proceed on the mission (hait ekka-rahu), and at LXIV
13 Ghatta Gatyaki is described as entering the military array (Saccai
vithe paitthu).

(17) One more passage of Svayambh@’s Harivamsa bears very
cclose rtesemblance to an anonymously quoted passage in the
Svayambhiicchandas. But as it describes shooting of arrows in general
terms and contains no clue to any epic character or situation, no
useful surmise can be made regarding the ascription of the Sc.
passage. The two passages in question are as follows :

vdala pharusd vindhana, gunehih vimuklka pana-hara |
Jiha dujjanu(?a) sajjana-uvari, tiha pasaru na lahanti sard [/
Sc. VI 121.1
dummuha sa—loha vannujjala, vimdhanasila pana-hara |
guna-mukka dhamma-vivajjiya, to vi mokkha("u) pavarmti sard |/
Ritthanemicariya, 64 11 Ghatta
A comparison of the wordings, basic ideas and metres of these

stanzas makes inevitable the assumption of a close connection
between the two.

(18) From the remaining anonymous citations in the Apa-
bhramsa section of Sc., the Dhruvaka illustrated at VI. 37.1 is note-

worthy for containing the word Cawvaane (ie. Caturvadang=
Caturmukha) :
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indindirao(), runarunai kusumali pariharai |
Cauvaana-ruha(?u), Nardaana-nahi-kamala(?u) bharai |/
Translation : ‘The bee hums on and avoids flowers (because)
he remembers the lotus from Narayapa’s navel from which the
four-faced one (Brahma) arose’. But in the absence of any epic
reference in the stanza, we cannot decide whether the expression
cauvaand-ruha covertly mentions Caturmukha and accordingly the
stanza is from that poet, or whether it has only a plain meaning.

(19) One further evidence can be cited in support of the view
that Svayambha had profited by the preceding Prakrit and Apabh-
ram$a poetical works on the themes of the Ramayana and the
Mahsgbharata. As an illustration of the mixture of Skandhaka and
Giti, the following is cited at Sc. (Pirvabhaga) 3.3 under the mame
of Kaphadatta (Krsnadatta) :

appijjau janaa-sud, anunijjau Rahao paattena [
aaddhhia—cavavard, java na nivadamti dujjad Rama-sara® |/

Translation : ‘Appease Raghava with a sincere gesture by returning
Janaka’s daughter to him. Otherwise invincible arrows shot from
Rama’s stretched bow wiil be showered on you. This is echaoed in
the following lines from Pc. (IL, 4 Ghatta).

appijjau siya payattena, ayaddhiya-kovamnda—kara [

jama na pavamti ranamgane, dujjaya duddhara Rama-sara [[
Translation : ‘Return with concern Sitd to Rama, before the latter’s
arrows shot with the bow stretched by his hand, irresistibe and
invincible, reach you in the battlefield’.

(20) No wonder, the name of such a pioneer and eminent
Apabhramsa poet continued to be respected and praised for many
succeeding centuries. Svayambhia’s and Tribhuvana’s high appreci-
ation of Caturmukha has been already referred to above.

It was a convention with Apabhramsa poets, onwards from
Svayambhii, to include in the prologue to their compoositins a
list of eminent poets, scholars and authors that preceded them.
The list. varying with the poet, usually contains such names as .
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Vyasa, Bharata, Bhasa, Kalidasa, Bana, Sri-har$a, Pingala, Dandin,
Bhamaha, Ravisena, Jinasena, Caturmukha, Svayambhii and
Puspadanta with few additions and omissions. Caturmukha
(mostly in company of Svayambhu and Puspadanta) has been
remembered in this fashion in such Apabhramsa works as
the Dhammaparikkha  (987) of Harisena, Harivamsapuraina
of Dhavala (c¢. 1lth cent.), Sakalavidhinidhana (11th cent.) of
Nayanandin, Jambiisamicariya (1020) of Vira, Rayanakaramnda
(1064) of Sricandra, Jinadattacariya (1218) of Lakha alias Lakkhana,
Suloyanacariu of Devasena (12th or 13th cent.), Vahuvalicariya
(1398) of Dhanapala. We have seen that some of these authors
speak about Caturmukha in superlatives. If luck favours us some
day with the discovery of any manuscripts of Caturmukha’s works,
it will be indeed a great day in the history of Apabhramsa studies..

Notes

(Abbreviations used : PC = Paumacariya;, RC = Rittdnemicariya;
SC. = Svayambhiicchandas.)

1. For a detailed account see H. C. Bhayani (ed.) Paumacariu 1
(1953), Introduction, pp. 3 ff; III (1960), Introduction, p. 37; ff.

2. See Paumacariu 1, Introduction, p. 23; Svayambhiicchandas (ed.
H. D. Velankar, 1962), p. 242.

3. H. C. Bhayani, Indological Studies I (1992), ‘The Apabhrarifa
Poet Caturmukha’, pp. 195-208. A part of that paper is incor-
ported here.

4. This verse is also found at Nanditadhya’s Gdthdla}cgaﬂa, 29.

The Prakrit Text Society is thankful to Prof. Ramsimh Tomar
for making available for publication his edition of the Ritthanem-
cariya over which he had been working since long and in Vie\;v of..

~ s=2at extent of the epic, it was quite an onerous task to complete
it. As the first Kanda*, theYadava-kanda, is available in the
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Bharatiya Jaana Peth edition, it was thought desirable to publish
the Kuru-kanda first.

The Yadava-kanda the Yuddha-kanda and the Uttara-kanda will
be published in due course. Immediately, it is planned to bring out
the second part containing the Hindi translation.

H. C. Bhayani

The Ritthanemicariya (Yadavakanda) edited and transtated (in
Hindi) by Devendra Kumar Jain, 1985, Delhi. It is to be regretted
that the edited text and its translation have numerous shortcomings.
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