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PREFACE

One may ask 'why another book on Lord Mahavira yet ? we have already had enou ghof
such books'. One may be justified in asking thus. However, on second thoughts such a
question deteriorates into a stock one. When a writer takes it into his head to write on a
noble topic or about a'great man, the motive is always lit up by a germ, a flash of an idea to
explain the topic from a novel point of view. The novelty consists in the perception and In
the presentation. Apart from that, there is no end to the telling and the retelling of a great
man’s life just as there is no end to the singing and the re-singing of a melodious song by
singers in newer and newer tones and tunes. Do we stop our daily rounds of taking in food
and drink again and again? Do we not feel the return of hunger and thirst ? The pangs of
spiritual hunger take an individual interpreter, as well as an avid reader. to a great topic. It
is thus a person returns again and again to the same quest. The effort may be modest, but
the intention is sincere. Faith and reverence are essential for the enjoyment of this work. So
skeptical logic is a rank outsider.

Sathya Jan Manaha Saranam Prapathyami
* Ratnathrayasya Saranam Prapathyami M. Su b ba Rao



FOREWORD

Jainism claims great antiquity. The following Hymn from the Rigveda, while praising
the First Tirthankara Shri Rishabhanatha Swamy establishes the fact that the Jina or Arhanta,

was worshipped from time immemorial.
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The 23 Tirthankaras that followed Sri Rishabhanatha Swamy have purified the lives of
their disciples for the attainment of ultimate reality. The spiritual and ascetic lives of
Tirthankaras have mspired the devotees that belong to Jainas as well as Non-Jaina sccts and
the book in vour hand "IHustrated SHRAMANA BHAGAWAN MATHAVIRA" is a proof
of that recality. When the writer Mr. M. Subbarao approached mie to Team certain fundamentals
of Jaintsm. [ had recommended and handed over to him two great Jaina works viz.,
(1) Hlumination of Jaina Tencets by Gurudev Mahaganadhipatht Shri Acharya Tulsi Ji, and
(2) Shrmana Mahavira by Shri Muninathalmalji. It is only befitting tribute to that this book
is dedicated to the prous memory of Sti Acharya Tulasi Ji who had undertaken Mahaprayan
on 23.6.1997.

The aim of this book, [ presume. is to create interest in Jainisim among non-Jainas in
general and inspire children of Jaina origin in particular.  After examining the 100 odd
pictures followed by equal number of pieces of text that cover the central theme of the book.
[ feel that the writer has achieved this objective. [ think the writer deserves cvery
encouragement from all sections of Jainas. Let e utilize this oppovx‘lunity to advise him to
devote his energies in future to the writing of such kind of works. I wish him cvery success

in this direction.

(Balachand Sancheti)
Advocate

Ramkote, Hyderabad
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1. THE COURT OF INDRA

From his Swarga called Soudharmakalpa, Indra the King of Gods was eagerly watching
and awaiting the incarnation of the 24® Tirthankara. Uptil now Indra had Welcbméd and
paid obeisance to the 23 Tirthankaras that had incarnated. He, Indra (as well as his retinue
i.e. Heavenly hosts), apart from assisting them to the best of his ability in their leading
ascetic lives, had always been a source of joy to the devotees of the Tirthankaras. The King
of Gods had known that in Jambudvipa (the present day India) the 24" Tirthankara, Shramana
Bhagawan Mahavira was about to incarnate in the village of Kunda in the Kingdom of
Videha. Now the time had arrived and so Indra, riding his Airavata was all set to travel to
Jambudvipa to be present there on the auspicious occasion,
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2. INDRA IS BLESSED WITH THE SIGHT OF MAHAVIRA

Indra who thus set out for the Holy Darshan of Lord Mahavira saw with his divine sight
that Mahavira, who had entered the womb of a Brahmin woman Devananda of the Colony
of the High Born in the village of Kunda, with Uttara Phalguni as the auspicious presiding
star of his entry into the womb, was growing unimpeded in divine atmosphere. Having
been blessed with the sight of the foetal Mahavira thus, Indra saluted him with reverence
and humility.
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3. INDRA ON THE HORNS OF A DILEMMA: RESOLUTION

Having been blessed with the sight of Shramana Bhagawan Mahavira, then growing in
the womb of the Brahmani Devananda, Indra suddenly found himself on the horns of a
dilemma. So far, all the 23 Tirthankaras that had incarnated were born in Kshatriya families
that enjoyed pomp and luxury before relinquishing these things, and taking to the vow of
monkhood - but then this 24" Thirthanka, Sharmana Bhagawan Mahavira would be born in
a Brahmin family (then proverbial for poverty) - which seemed to be a deviation from the
precedent - so Indra was resolved in his mind to set this anomaly right. He called forth his
Commander in Chief, Harinegameshi and ordered him to transfer the foetal Shramana
Bhagawan Mahavira from the womb of Brahmani Devananda into that of Rani Trishla
Devi, wife of Siddartha, the ruler of Kshatriyakawa (Videha Kingdom). In obedience to
this order Harinegameshi transferred the foetal Mahavira into the womb of Rani Thrishla as
aforementioned, when the auspicious Star Uttaraphalguni was ruling the Horoscope. Thus
Bhagwan Mahavira was transferred from the Brahmani’s womb into that of a Kshatriya
woman.
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4 KSHATRIYA KUNDA

Kshatriya Kunda was actually in the Kingdom of Videha and its ruler King Siddartha
was a man of rectitude, kindness and charity. He was a ruler devoted to the securing of the
welfare of the people. His wifeTrishalawas a very gentlewoman much devoted to her noble
husband. Prior to the conceiving of Mahavira by Rani|Trishalatwo children had already
been born to the couple - a son Nandivardhana and a daughter Sudarshana. Thanks to the
divine will and grace of Indra this queen Trishala conceived Shramana Bhagwan Mahavira
- a pious surrogate mother she may be called.
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5 ABLISSFUL AND HOLY EXPERIENCE

From the moment she began to carry Shramana Bhagwan Mahavira in her womb queen
Trishala started experiencing holy, blisful feelings. This Kshatriya queen was blessed with
14 divine dreams while sleeping on her bed of down in her private chamber.
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6 AIRAVATA, THE VEHICLE OF INDRA

The queen saw in her dream Airavata, the great elephant travelling in the clouds.
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7 THE BULL

Queen Trishala saw, in the next dream, a royal, white bull with a magnificent hump.
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8§ THE KING OF BEASTS

The queen next saw in her dream a majestic lion endowed with a luxuriant mane and
characterised by a dazzling golden complexion.
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9 SRI LAKSHMI

Queen Trishala now saw in her dream Sri Lakshmi, the presiding deity of wealth. Two
royal elephants flanked the Goddess and, lifting their majestic trunks, not only held up
floral garlands, but also rained flowers of all hues upon her.
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10 HIBISCUS

Queen Trishala saw in her dream a divinely beautiful Hibiscus flower set as the crown
piece of a fragrant bouquet composed of different exotic flowers. [The Divine Hibiscus is
one of the five chief plants in the Celestial Garden of Indra].
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11 THE MOON

In her next dream queen Trishala saw the cool and radiant picture of the full moon.
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12 THE SUN

Queen Trishala saw in her next dream the Sun God shining forth in the orange colour of

his rising phase.
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13 THE HOLY VESSEL

In her next dream the Queen was endowed with the vision of a beautiful ornamental
vessel decorated with lotus flowers and containing holy water in it.
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14 THE ENSIGN

The next dream of the queen brought forth the vision of an ensign, with the symbol of
the Lion, fluttering majestically high in the air.
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15 THE LOTUS POND

The queen next saw in her dream a beautiful and broad pond where innumerable lotuses
were in full bloom
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16 THE OCEAN OF MILK

The next vision that the queen saw was that of the Ocean of Milk so dear to the Gods.
The waves of the ocean were rising high.
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17 THE THRONE

The next dream of the Queen was that of a lofty, broad and fully decorated Throne with
the legs simulating those of a lion and the top the head of the same majestic lion.
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18 THE CELESTIAL PLANE

In her next dream Queen Trishala saw a beautiful celestial plane.
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19 THE FLAME

The next dream showed a very bright and smokeless golden flame of fire.
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20 THE OMEN OF DREAMS :- AUSPICIOUS

When Queen Trishala narrated the news of her dreams to King Siddhartha, he had his
court dream-readers summoned and related to them the fact of his queen’s dream. The
astrologers studied the signification and informed the king that he was going to be biessed
with a son destined to be a very great individual. The dreams were indicative of a holy and
auspicious future. They also foretold that the boy would grow up steadily and would gradu-
ally scale peaks of nobility in the realm of the spirit (spirituality).
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21 THE BIRTH OF SHRAMANA BHAGAWAN MAHAVIRA

As foretold by the astrologers, Bhagawan Mahavira was born to the royal parents -
King Siddhartha and Queen Trishala in the month of Chaitra (the first one in the calendar)
with the auspicious Uttara Pharlguni for the birth star. When the holy baby was born the
Kingdom was enjoying the height of prosperity, since, from the moment of the queen’s
conceiving (by the transfer of the holy foetus Mahavira) things began to turn more and more
auspicious and prosperous in the kingdom of Videha. The fact of the growing prosperity of
the kingdom led to the naming of the holy child as “Vardhamana” :- on this occasion the
whole universe was flushed with joy and the Gods not only rained down flowers on the
earth but also beat their drums of joy.
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22 PLAYING ON THE AMALAKA TREE

From the moment he was born, Shri Vardhamana was the apple of the eye not only of
the parents but also of all those around. Once, in his eighth year, Vardhamana was playing
on an Amalaka tree along with his friends, when a terrible serpent coiled itself around the
trunk. When the rest of the children were quaking with fear, Vardhamana caught hold of
the serpent effortlessly and threw it away to a great distance. The other children were filled
with surprise at this act of bravery on the part of Mahavira, who was only a small boy then.
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23 AMIGHTY ELEPHANT HUMBLED

On another occasion while, Vardhamana was walking along the Boulevard, an elephant
inrut ran in his direction after breaking its chains. At this sight all the wayfarers ran helter
skelter, while Shri Vardhamana stood his ground folding his arms around his chest and
fearlessly facing the on rushing mad elephant. The elephant which was thus running amok
saw the determination, fearlessness and the reprimanding look in the eyes of Mahavira and
then knelt before him in submission. This incident was indicative of the deftness with
which Mahavira was going to conquer various infirmities of man which are more uncon-
trollable than the wild behaviour of an elephant running amok; thus the seeds of future
greatness were cast early in the life of Mahavira.
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24 EDUCATION - SELF-KNOWLEDGE

From his very birth Vardhamana was endowed with great wisdom. His wisdom tran-
scended the mere knowledge of the ordinary worldly facts. Already by his 9" year
Vardhamana was able to learn and master the most intricate points in his studies. The
parents of Mahavira who were unaware of their son’s greatness sent him to a Brahmin for
the gathering of knowledge. The teacher was able to realise that Vardhamana was no ordi-
nary child and that he was endowed with Atma (Jiva) Vidya or the Knowledge of the Self
The teacher was sure that Vardhamana’s attainments were the result of a succession o
previous births. The teacher understood the wealth of wisdom of Vardhamana after looking
at it with his divine eyes. The teacher was so surprised that he bowed to Vardhamana in hi
mind and explained to his parents that Vardhamana did not need to be taught the items o

material learning.






25. Al

7 eftefer TreTeT 1 7T o | A | T T I R -werd 3R e et
U H 30 U AEHT 1 & faTs 218 | G Srei AR-AT d TCI F0h TG o 23 (3 |
FEAA 7 AU TEAT T A & S anenfches TieRisl B HER # & | 3l I
AT et 3T (FGH hT) T B |

25 SANMATI (ONE ENDOWED WITH TRUTHFUL MIND)

That was the age of Parshvanatha,the 23" Tirthankara. His disciples Sanjaya and Vijaya
were in deep meditation, when they were blessed with a vision of Shri Vardhamana grow-
ing up in Kshatriyakund. They immediately set forth on their journey and visited Vardhamana
at the end. At the time of their visiting Vardhamana Sanjaya and Vijaya had certain doubts
galling their minds. With a single look at them Shr1 Vardhamana was able to resolve the
doubts in the minds of the visitors. Then quite spontaneously the word “Sanmati” escaped
their lips in praise of Vardhamana’s prescient capability. From then on Sanmati has been

one of his titles.
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26 MARRIAGE

From his early childhood Vardhamana was reluctant to enjoy material pleasures; so, he
never wanted to lead a married life. However, he' would not say no to the earnest desire of
his parents and bowed to their aspirations. As a result of this act of filial obedience,
Vardhamana had to marry Yashoda the daughter of Jitashatru the king of Kalinga. In due
course, the couple were blessed with a daughter, Priyadarshana.
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27 THE ACCUMULATED KNOWLEDGE OF A SERIES OF PASTBIRTHS
THE FIRST STEP TO RENUNCIATION.

Married life had no attraction for, Bhagawan Vardhamana. He never wasted his time
and turned his mind inwards and was always immersed in Dhyana (concentration of the
mind) wherein he was able to see not only the series of his past births but also the various
results of past Karma (the three kinds of actions, namely, mental, verbal and manual).
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28 NAYASARA - PHYSICAL LIFE AND ASCENT TO HEAVEN
(FIRST OF THE PREVIOUS LIVES)

In the Kingdom of Mahapravara lying to the west of Jambudvipa, there served in the
court of King Shatrumardana, a body guard by name Nayasara. Once, in obedience to the
king’s command, Nayasara went into the forest to bring timber for governmental purposes.
While he was bringing the timber to the kingdom he was accosted on the way by aJ aina
Monk by name Samudrasena. Then and there, Nayasara played host to the unexpected
guest and his disciples with devotion and reverence. The Jaina muni was so pleased with the
services of Nayasara that he gave him the boon of staying for a Paloypama Kala in the
Swarga named Saudharmakalpa after giving up the physical body. Here, Nayasara enjoyed
the company of the Gods as their guest. After the effect of the boon had been spent, the soul
of Bhagavan Mahavira returned to the earth to take birth again.






29. wiifw - Wifas & g

WRAS T ZMA A Tl THTE W 2 (e 2t genner Tty qewem defg o | SaH
AHAZROT H 37U WRRT B g1 B T AR & g A & Iuea o | JETe R o O Al |
weHTAT Ut e 3 off g 3 Suea g SR fRrft St ArRen SR T #Reh giEre &
& 8 3o e gR 337 W H 90 R A A S - Rl gl 3ol aRE WTe W feha | wife A
1 e 3R ZerdT R e 2R IR Sh A amafiaie faan o < didgr & o 6 At
FeH-TTEAT 3R ST S &l 3109 &1 d T |1 S99 | 33 WahR &l 3Mziaig U o
w7 2R B ‘e i’ § AEIrr ang aded @ O 8 g AHETe 9T H e e
% 8 o form | et st Y ARl & reor Biefite g S T H 3w fae 6
T Il A S fofT |

29 MARICHI

Shri Vrishabhanatha Swami, the father of Bharata, the first emperor of Bhaaratha (the
land of Bharata) was the first Tirthankara. He used to sit in “Samavasharana” (a holy enclo-
sure) and address his devotees in an enchanting manner. Marichi, the grandson of Shri
Vrishabhanathaji and son of Bharatha was so affected by the preaching of Shri
Vrishabhanathaji that he took to a life of renunciation, left his family and as a wandering
monk, toured all the country, preached the principles of Jainism to the people in an effective
way. Shri Vrishabhanathaji was so impressed with the sense of purpose and devotion to
duty of Marichi that he gave him the title of “Vira” and foretold that Marichi would be re-
born as the 24" Tirthankara and would show to the people the spiritual way in a manner all
his own. Having been blessed thus Marichi ascended to Brahmadevaloka after giving up
his physical body, where he dwelt for a period of “Saptha Sagara” after which his soul
returned to the earth to take birth in a Brahmin family in the village of Kollaka. Thus with
the strength of the Samskara of previous births Shri Mahavira became a monk of the order
of Tridandi. After giving up his physical body his soul resided in Eesana Swarga for some
time. After that this was once again on its way to take birth on earth.
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30 TRIPRISHTA VASUDEVA

The soul of Shri Mahavira then took birth as a ““Yaksha” named Triprishta Vasudeva as
the son of King Ripupratishatru, the ruler of Potanpura. This birth shows us how even a
well led spiritual life became fuel to the fire of Krodha (anger). During the period of exist-
ence as Triprishta Vasudeva, Shri Mahavira had to forego all the power of his previous
ascetic lives. It happened thus:

One day, Triprishta Vasudeva, in his bed chamber, was deeply immersed in the musical
concert held there. He ordered his servant to stop the concert and send away all the singers
home in case he (Triprishta) slipped into the lap of sleep. As anticipated, the Prince slipped
into sleep while the concert was going on. Unfortunately, the servant to whom the prince
gave direction forgot about it and allowed the concert to go on till the morning. The prince
was so angry with the dereliction of duty of the servant that he had lead melted and poured
into the ears of the servant (since nobody can escape the result of Karma, good or bad,
Mahavira had to pay the penalty in his incarnation as Tirthankara). Later, Prince Triprishta
Vasudeva was so smitten with remorse at his own anger that he went to Shri Shreyanshiji,
the 1 1™ Tirthankara and sought his grace. After death, he expended the result of his sin in
the Seventh hell in the form of Ashtavedaniya and travelled on to take birth as Emperor
Pottila.
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31 EMPEROR POTTILA

Mahavira next took birth as the son of Emperor Dhananjaya and his queen Dharani
Devi the rulers of Mooka in the realm of Aparavideha. When the emperor and his consort
retired to the woods after relinquishing their kingly and queenly duties (and entering that
stage of life called Vanaprastha) Prince Pottila became adept in the 14 Rajarathnas and 9
Rajanidhanas and won fame as a King of Kings. Happiness and prosperity reigned supreme
in his empire. By astroke of good luck a Jaina Acharya by name Dharmaghosha happened
to visit the kingdom of Mooka. King Pottila prostrated at the monk’s feet and heard his
preaching with rapt attention. As a result of that preaching, the transitoriness of human life
and the trumpery nature of human wealth were borne in upon the mind of Pottila. No
sooner was he thus transformed, than he renounced everything including his kingdom and
led the life of a monk until his death. After that the soul of Mahavira ascended to the heaven
called Mahasukrakalpa where it dwelt for some time and then travelled back to the earth to
take rebirth as Vardhamana.
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32 MIND BENT UPON THE ATTAINMENT OF SPIRITUAL KNOWLEDGE

Shri Vardhamana who was enabled a vision of all his previous lives now developed a
burning desire for the attainment of the ultimate knowledge. He digested the Vedas,
Vedangas, Legends and Ithihasas, within his reach but his quest for the knowledge of the
ultimate did not find fulfilment. He realised that renunciation - not book learning - is the
proper path to attain knowledge of the ultimate. The ultimate goal he now realised was the
attainment of the unbonded state of the Self. So he was determined to attain this with the
inner strength of the soul. He considered the renunciation of material life and the giving up
of the kingdom to be the first step in this direction.
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33 SALLEKHANA: THE COMPLETE RENUNCIATION

In due course, King Siddhartha and Queen Trishila the parents of the Shri Vardhamana
Mahavira wanted to travel in the direction of Sallekhana the complete renunciation, which
is the basis of Jaina preachings, and which involves the giving up of the kingdom, the
relinquishment of worldly pleasures, and the gradual giving up of food and training the soul
to give up the body through determined practice to attain the state of Samadhi or complete
liberation.
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- 34 SHRI VARDHAMANA HAS HIS WAY, THE ACCEPTANCE OF SANYASA

Shri Vardhamana refused to accept the responsibililties of ruling the country in spite of
the earnest entreaties of his uncle Suparshva and brother Nandivardhana. He was com-
pletely reluctant to lead a life of material and sexual pleasures. Now was the time for
Vardhamana to incarnate as the Tirthankara. The event was celebrated in Indraloka with
the beating of divine drums and the Gods sent down a floral rain to the earth. Shri Vardhamana
set out from his Royal Palace in all his splendour as ruler and distributed every item of
wealth and pomp that he had to the people who lined up on both sides of the exit route. He
thus exulted in charity and people paid obeisance to Shri Mahavira’s spirit of renunciation
and charity.
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35 UNDER THE SIGN OF UTTARA PHALGUNI THE AUSPICIOUS STAR
SHRAMANA BHAGAWAN MAHAVIRA BOWS TO SHRI SIDDHA
BHAGAWAN

Shramana Bhagavan Mahavira, on his final journey towards renunciation, arrived at the
royal garden “Gnati Sanda” accompanied by his retinue while the heavens rained flowers,
Shramana Bhagawan Mahavira removed his crown and took off his royal robes; he tore off
his own hair with his own hands as a sign of renunciation (It was not the shaving of hair in
the usual sense). The first thing he did after that was to bow to Shri Siddha Bhagawan. He
vowed in his mind to renounce everything from that very moment. At once, Shramana
Bhagavan Mahavira was blessed with the attainment of the spiritual wisdom of “Manah
Paryaya”. Indra the King of Gods who was witnessing the whole ceremony of renunciation
robed Shri Mahavira’s body with a heavenly vestment; immediately the whole place was
filled with a profusion of all the precious stones.
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36 OBEISANCE AND PROSTRATIONS TO SHRAMANA
BHAGAWAN MAHAVIRA, THE KING OF RENUNCIATION

(i) Thou art Airavata among tuskers

The Lion among beasts,
The Ganges among rivers,
And Garuda among Birds,
Mahavira among monks,
And to thee we bow !

(ii) Thou art the thunder among sounds,
The Full Moon among the stars,
The Sandalwood among fragrances,
And Mahavira among Monks,
And to thee we bow !

(iii) Oh, Bhagawan, thy vision is our greatest wealth,
Thy sight is a feast for the eyes,
Thy worship is the real joy for our hands,
To bow to thee is our greatest pleasure,
Shramana Bhagavan Mahavira, our prostrations to thee !
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37 THE COWHERD AND HIS AUDACITY

After selecting a life of renunciation, Bhagawan Mahavira selected, as his first stage in
meditation, a spot in a jungle outside the village of Karmar. There he stood like a rock and,
concentrating all his thoughts on the tip of his nose, was immersed in Dhyana (meditation).
While he was thus deeply immersed in meditation, there arrived on the spot a cowherd in
search of some of his animals that strayed away from the herd. He made a thorough search
of that spot for the lost cows and thinking that the person (Bhagawan Mahavira) might be
knowing about the whereabouts of the animals, began to prod him with questions. Finding
that he was not getting any response the cowherd was convinced that that person (Bhagawan
Mahavira) must have stolen his animals. Having suspected the ascetic like that he was
about to beat the Bhagawan with his whip when, from a little distance, Nandivardhana who
was coming for Bhagawan Mahavira saw this disconcerting sight and stopped the cowherd
from proceeding with his audacious act; then he related to the cowherd the facts concerning
Bhagawan Mahavira and his present pursuit. The cowherd was then struck with remorse
and wended his repentant way home. Nandivardhana made a bow to wake up Bhagawan
Mahavira from his Dhyana and narrated to him what had happened. Then he tried to per-
suade the Bhagawan to give his consent for the posting of body guards around him. Bhagawan
Mahavira firmly turned down this offer and explained to his brother that dependence brings
fear in its wake; the true nature of the soul can be revealed only through solitary endeavour
and struggle.
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38 KOLLLANGA SANNIVESA

After sending back Nandivardhana, Bhagavan Mahavira went on meditating at the same
spot, undeterred, until dawn. Then he proceeded to a nearby town called Kollanga Sannivesa.
He went on walking throughout the morning and by noon stood before the threshold of the
house of a Brahmin by name Bhahula. Then he broke his fast with the Brahmin offering
him food and drink. After treating the mendicant thus, the Brahmin prostrated before the
feet of the Bhagawan and paid his respects and lo, the Gods sent down a shower of precious
stones, exotic ornaments and all types of wealth upon the house of the Brahmin (perhaps,
Bhagawan Mahavira must have found the Brahmin to be a virtuous person and this incident
might be a pretext to reward him). From there the Swami proceeded towards the town of
Moraka, once again on foot.
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39 MORAKA SANNIVESA

After making the vow of renunciation, Bhagawan Mahavira had to observe the penance
of Chaturmasya while he was in Moraka Sannivesa. Here, in this place, there was a certain
ancient hermitage, whose dweller knew Bhagawan Mahavira’s father, so he requested the
Bhagawan to stay in his Ashram. Now for the Bhagawan any place of stay is one and the
same. Now he would dwell in a forest, now at the threshold of a temple, now in a necropolis
-absorbed in deep meditation without a shade of fear. Nevertheless, he wanted to oblige his
father’s friend and entered the hermitage to observe Dhyana. The moment he entered the
hermitage he entered into deep Dhyana. Presently some cows came to the area for the
purpose of grazing and findng that the soil was devoid of even a blade of grass, stretched
their necks and began to eat the creepers ascending towards the roof of the hermitage. But
Bhagawan Mahavira was undisturbed in his meditation even while the roof above his head
was being eaten up. The others, lesser mortals, were filled with consternation and were
trying to drive away the animals with yells and shouts. Thus the meditation of the Bhagawan
was disturbed. As though this were not enough the head of the hermitage called out Mahavira
with a loud voice. Mahavira came out and wanted to know what had happened. Then the
Head of the hermitage informed the Bhagawan that some cows had entered the Ashram and
were eating up the foliage of plants and creepers. He reprimanded the Bhagawan for being
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oblivious of the necessity of protecting the hermitage. Now Bhagawan Mahavira thought
that the feelings of others were hurt on account of himself and at once decided to leave the
place. Then he proceeded to a nearby forest. Now he vowed that he would not go to any
place where he would be a burden upon others. He further vowed that all his time would be
spent in meditation and if, there were to be any moments of consciousness, they would be
spent in silence. He said to himself that his own palms would serve as a cup for alms and
that he would be away from Janapadas (places where people live).
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oblivious of the necessity of protecting the hermitage. Now Bhagawan Mahavira thought
that the feelings of others were hurt on account of himself and at once decided to leave the
place. Then he proceeded to a nearby forest. Now he vowed that he would not go to any
place where he would be a burden upon others. He further vowed that all his time would be
spent in meditation and if, there were to be any moments of consciousness, they would be
spent in silence. He said to himself that his own palms would serve as a cup for alms and
that he would be away from Janapadas (places where people live).
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40 VICTORY OVER THE YAKSHA

Next on the outskirts of Asthigrama, Bhagawan Mahavira selected a temple called
Shulapaniyaksha to continue his meditation. Then the villagers tried to restrain him from
carrying out his plan. The Bhagawan was surprised and wanted to know the reason for this
strange request. Then people informed him that certain anthropophagous Yaksha by name
Shulapani was stalking persons moving in that area. If any unsuspecting mortal should
stray into the area in the night, only his skeleton would remain in the morning. It was for
this reason that the village came to be called “Asthi”. Asis to be expected, Mahavira must
have smiled at this account and he sat in the temple in the posture of Padmasana and turning
his mind inwards, fell into deep meditation. The unearthly hour arrived and the Y aksha,
waxing in strength, soon reached the temple and yelled in a heart-rending manner. Shri
Mahavira heard it in his Dhyana but was not distrubed at all and continued with his medita-
tion. The Yaksha now tried his best to distract the Swami from his meditation, as his efforts
to swallow him and eat him up came to nought. Thus the fiendish strength of the Yaksha
was no match for the ascetic power of Bhagawan Mahavira. The Yaksha was now divested
ofhis pride and fell at the feet of the Swami to forgive him for his ignorance. Now a strange
thing happened - Bhagawan Mahavira did not want to displace the Yaksha from his natural
habitat and so he the Bhagawan himself left the place and proceeded to another spot in the
direction of the North, but not before blessing the local people.
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41 AHIMSA - RESPECT FOR LIFE AND COMPASSION TOWARDS ALL
CREATURES, THE NOBLEST OF DUTIES

There lived in a forest of Uttaravachala a serpent by name Chandakausika. He was the
embodiment of the most fatal poison. It was enough if the serpent looked at the birds that
perched on the branch of a tree, to make them fall down dead; such was the power of his
poison. The whole place became deserted in course of time. For this very reason silence
reigned there and Bhagawan Mahavira thought that the place would be ideal for meditation
and so immediately went into a state of meditation on reaching there. Now Chandakausika
saw the Swami approaching the place and crawling briskly towards the Swami, the serpent
presently faced the Swami and reared itself spreading its hood. It began to look daggers at
the face of the Swami, but what a surprise, all the cruelty and natural enmity of the serpent
for the would-be prey were gone in a fraction of a second ! The serpent was greatly baffled
to see the holy aura around the face of the Swami, the calmness of the face itself and the
utter lack of fear. The serpent was dazed only for a fraction of a second and slipping into his
own vicious nature, ejected poison on the body of the Swami. Now the serpent was con-
vinced tht the strange person was overcome by the effect of its poison. But lo, the face of
the Swami was as calm as ever. There was not any trace of fear or pain. The serpent
became perplexed and, not willing to accept defeat, bent down and bit the big toe of the
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Swami’s left foot. Even after this, Bhagawan Mahavira was unperturbed in perfect calm-
ness. The serpent was now filled with the wonder of its life and, coiling himself in front of
the Swami began to gaze at himself fixedly. The Swami who now woke up from his Dhyana
began to eye the serpent with compassion. One look into those kindly eyes, the black mind
of the serpent was now divested of all impurities and shone like a pearl (a symbol of clean-
liness and purity). Chandakausika was now smitten with remorse and feeling ashamed of
himself fell upon the feet of the Swami and begged his forgivéness. And wonder of
wonders,with one silent look the Swami conveyed to Chandakausika the value of respect
for life and kindness towards all creatures which in normal parlance is called Ahimsa, non-
violence. Having transformed Chandakausika thus, the Swami now travelled towards™
Surabhipura on the banks of the Ganges.
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42 JOURNEY ON THE GANGES

On the way to Surabhipura, the Swami stood on the banks of the Ganga, the broad and
majestic perennial river, observing the waves rising high into the air. He was deftly sup-
pressing the feelings of his own mind trying to rise in consonance with the rising waves.
But, they became calm in the mind of the Swami who was a picture of completely subdued
passions. Now it was customary for the people of Surabhipura to use the boat of Siddhadatta
to ferry them across the river. Finding the Swami standing on the banks, Siddhadatta in-
vited Mahavira also to step into the boat. After the Swami was seated, the boat began to
move. But after the boat had forded a part of the river there was a sudden change in the
weather and black clouds filled the sky threatening to generate a gale and a heavy down-
pour. The lofty waves of the agitated river were intent on upsetting the boat. While all the
other passengers were shouting and crying for help for fear that the boat would overturn and
capsize, Bhagawan Mahavira sat undisturbed, absorbed in calm meditation. Now the other
passengers were filled with wonderment at the unperturbed state of the Swami and were
themselves reassured by it. They saluted the Swami in silent reverence and were greatly
rewarded for this transformation in their minds, when the boat safely reached the other
bank. Then the passengers alighted from the boat, bowed to the Swami and expressed their
gratitude for saving their lives. The Swami gave them Abhaya (reassurance and blessings)
and continued his journey in the direction of Vajrabhoomi.
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43 THE OBSTACLES TO COMPOSURE

After having reached Vajrabhoomi Bhagawan Mahavira underwent many physical tra-
vails on account of the cruelty of the local people. Here we must remember that the Swami
cupped his own hands in the likeness of a begging bowl and that he was utterly naked,
having discarded all robes. These physical charcteristics struck the foolish local people as
odd and in their ignorance, the locals not only refused to give alms to the Swami but also
pelted stones at him and injured his body with various weapons as well. The Swami bore all
these indiscretions and physical hardships caused to him as he knew that pain and pleasure
are the result of past actions (actions in the previous lives). The Swami blessed his tormen-
tors with a smile playing upon his lips and continued to proceed on his way. This lack of
angry reaction further infuriated the sinful mob, who followed the Swami wherever he went
and began to torment him. In the face of all these cruel acts the Swami was a picture of
calmness and composure and he forgave all the wicked actions of his tormentors, even as a
father would forgive the wayward actions of his son. Now the local people were overcome
with remorse and shame at their own actions. They realised the divinity in the Swami and
fell at his feet and begged his forgiveness. The Swami blessed them with affection and,
leaving Vajrabhoomi, proceeded towards Samhabhoomi in the Kingdom of Laat.



SN

4 V\rw -

Sy
) »




44. Tl 9 Y

ate e # fagaf fEam wafa 3 fo gedi @ arer (Faa) 2 | verel & wd g a7 e 3
2T o o 31 AHErR AT HeTd R T <A -4 YaaT Sl @IS H =l 37128 9 | 9 RIgqH &
T A 0 S 22 & | 7 0 3R 1 § e ot famn et gu ot weren wandt wwt (et &
AT 1 ferfest (Rreeon) & S 02 | a8t & Al o 310 0Tt 3l 9Tk Jh | @& ardt gl i
TATHT AT 3R ST R 4T 41 | S 9 Fol ST ] 12 8 ¥ 7 Fa % A UaTTiereh FF i o 3
forilz 2/ e @ | AT A1 AR 35 F SR et H (orl g A T8 | clfehe FamiSll 6 ge
Hohed £ S Tt o1 | 3t eTiem 3 R 3R v i e feaR s ara e o | s s
A e o6 § e 2 99 @1 € F A9 % W e () S % 919 1 R & | 3 9T T
ufeErid & 97 % 2 1€ € | il o dagd e W ] BEfd q81 89 | o aad g ol g1
T €Y TR AT oA U AR H ot e 1 ol srere diet o goueh e i e ST e
A1 3R ST 2 ¥ | TF I+ o o geHH arll + g Frdia (Judicr) # dem At 8l @ A &
TATHY 0] TUTH ek SO e 20 &1 e o forg foma 41 o |

44 OVERCOMING CANINE FURY:

Samhabhoomi in the Kingdom of Laat, was infested with wicked people given to cruel
tendencies. The whole area was mountainous, however, and Bhagawan Mahavira thought
that that place would be ideal for his Dhyana. So, the Bhagawan was searching for a suit-
able spot in this area where he could sit in meditation. With this object in mind the Bhagawan
was walking along the thoroughfares of Samhabhoomi. This naked Swami without a tri-
dent and without wearing the usual wooden sandals of the mendicants struck the local peo-
ple to be odd so they set their domestic dogs upon the Swami. As the dogs were biting the
Swami men and women of the place were dancing and clapping their hands with malicious
and fiendish glee. It 1s customary for travelling mendicants to ward off biting animals by
shaking and pointing their tridents at them. But this Swami seemed to be completely differ-
ent from them and his iron will seemed to be the only instrument of defence. Once again the
Bhagawan felt that these happenings were the result of deeds in the past life and bore them
with supreme patience. He never tried to fight off the dogs and, with his body filled with
dog bites and dripping blood all over, proceeded towards his goal. He resembled Mount
Meru in the inflexibility of his purpose and the divine plane Pushpaka in his sense of direc-
tion. Having seen all this, some of the more discriminating residents of Samhabhoomi were
ashamed of themselves and the actions of their fellow villagers and saluted the Swami from
adistance as he was moving away from them. Iu their minds, they requested the Swami to
grant them forgiveness for their cruel indiscretions.
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45 THE RULER OF THE REALM OF THE MIND

In a certain Village called Sthunak, there dwelt a Soothsayer called Pushya. One day he
proceeded to the Ganga to have his ablutions. There he saw on the sandy bank the foot
prints of Bhagawan Mahavira. Being a seer and soothsayer Pushya looked at the foot-prints
intently and came to the conclusion that the owner of the foot-prints was no ordinary mortal.
His special knowledge told him that the person must be a King of Kings and so he looked in
all directions and ultimately proceeded to a Vihara (a garden meant for Ascetics) which
was nearby. Then to his great delight Pushya saw the Swami seated there in deep meditation.
Pushya patiently wanted for the Swami to conclude his Dhyana, and was rewarded when
the Swami at last opened his eyes and greeted Pushya with a smile. The moment he saw the
face of Pushya the Swami understood what in the mind of Pushya was. Then even before
Pushya could air his suspicions, Bhagawan Mahavira informed him that the was a King
once upon a time and that he rolled in wealth and luxury at that time. But after accepting
Sanyasa Decksha (vow of renunciation) he has come to regard Non-Violence (as) his Mother,
Meditation (as) his Father, the Spirit of Renunciation (as) his Brother, Quiescence (as) his
Consort, Kindness (as) Daughter, Spiritual Experience (as) his Home and Truth (as) his
Companion. Thus spake the Swami. Pushya now realised that he was a King who ruled not
a territory nor a people but one who obtained complete control over his mind and over its
realm. With this knowledge Pushya retraced his steps towards his native village.
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46 CONVERSATION WITH UTPALA

As days went by Bhagawan Mahavira came to devote more and more of his time to
Dhyana (Meditation) only, even neglecting to take timely food or sleep. He was proceeding
steadily towards his goal. One day, when Bhagawan Mahavira was deeply immersed in
meditation, in a Chaitya ( a place for mendicants) in the village of Asthi, there came a monk
by name Utpala to the Swami. Utpala belonged to the philosophical school and tradition of
Tirthankar Parshvanathaji. Now this mendicant, being gifted with ability to see into the
past (present and future) was able to see in a flash back the experiences of the Swami in the
temple of Shulapaniyaksha as also the facts relating to the life of the Swami. So he wanted
to converse with the Swami. When the Swami came out of his meditation, Utpala bowed to
him and, after looking at him fixedly in reverential awe, praised him as the Lord of the
Yogis (Prince of Realised Souls). He also foretold that the Swami would soon realise
Kevalajnana (the ultimate wisdom); then he interpreted the experiences that the Swami
underwent in the Chaitya of Shulapaniyaksha as follows:

The fight with the horrible monster (Shulapaniyaksha) represents the efforts to over-
come the pulls of the past lives; the white Cuckoo represents the Swami’s mind turning
inwards (to realise the indwelling soul). The Cuckoo with Multicoloured feathers repre-
sents the perfection attained in Anekanthavada. - multi-pronged probing of Truth. The two
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Ornaments of the Neck foretell the Bhagawan’s teaching of the duties of the Householder
and the Mendicant, while the Herd of Cows stands for the propagation of Dharma by the
Swami. The Lotus Pond signifies the Supernatural powers possessed by the Swami while
the Crossing of the Sca signifies the fording of the sea of life. The blinding Sun stands for
Kevalajnana (the Ultimate Wisdom). Finally Utpala revealed that the vision of the Swami
adorning the Throne on Mount Meru signifies the founding of Dharma (the establishment
of the Rule of Duty) as the ultimate goal of the Swami. Bhagawan Mahavirablessed Utpala
and then proceeded towards the river Gandaki.
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47 THE SWAMI: BEYOND TEMPTATIONS AND HONOURS

The Bhagawan was proceeding through the city of Svetavya towards the town of Purimtal.
The local ruler was Pradesh. The princes who belonged to the dynasty of the ruler begged
the Swami to be their guest but the Swami was reluctant to receive their services since he
had given up his Kingdom as well as his royal pleasures. Nevertheless, the Swami blessed
the princes and was soon on his way, in the direction of the North’of his further spiritual
exercises.
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48 DIVINITY IN HUMAN FORM

After a long journey Bhagawan Mahavira reached Purimtal. There lived in the town a
businessman by name Vaggur. His wife was Bhadra. The couple was childless. Once
Vaggur and Bhadra went for a walk through the royal gardens. There they saw a temple in
ruins. It was devoted to Tirthankara Malli. Then the couple vowed that they would reno-
vate the temple, if they were blessed with an issue. Soon after this incident the couple was
blessed with a child. From that time onwards Vaggur and his wife devoutly worshipped
their Tirthankar after having rebuilt the temple. One day when they came to the temple to
worship the Tirthankar as usual, they saw the Swami stood at the threshold in deep Dhyana.
However, they did not attach much importance to the presence of the Swami and were
engaged in the ritual of worship. Then they heard the celestial voice addressing them and
saying thus “What a wonder that people have been worshipping a stone idol ignoring the
Divinity present in human shape right in front”. Along with the others this couple also heard
this celestial voice and having realised that the Divinity in human shape was the Swami
himself, at once went up to him, prostrated themselves at his feet and having paid their
respects, went back home.
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49 SLLANDER

Next the Swami reached a town called Chaurakh. Then an Ajivaka by name Makkali
Goshala began to follow the Swami wherever he went. The Swami allwed the Ajivaka to
accompany him without Himself being affected in anyway. However, the whole arca was
infested with thieves and the King’s soldiers were given orders to check and inspect the
strangers and travellers into and out of the town. As a part of this routine duty the soldiers
suspected the Swami and Gaushala to be thieves and tried to interrogate them. At that time
the Swami was observing the vow of silence and would not give any reply to the questions.
The King’s servants shackled the Swami and Gaushala as a part of their duty and were
marching them through the main thoroughfares. It so happened that two persons by name
Sama and Vijaya who were passing along that way were much troubled in their minds at the
Swami being subjected to such an indignity for no fault of his. Then they stepped in front of
the King's servants and related to them the antecedents of the Swami. Then the King’s
servants felt ashamed of themselves and fell at the feet of the Swami and requested him to
forgive their indiscretion. The Swami, as was his wont, merely smiled at them without showing
any annoyance. What was more, he heartily blessed his now repentant tormentors and
tirnad hic ctane tawarde the citv of Chamna Ganshala trailed the Swami.
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50 THE STORY OF CHANDANABALA

By and by the Swami entered the city of Champa. The Kingdom was being ruled by
King Dadhivahana. The queen was Dharani and the Princess was Vasumathi. Already by
the time the Swami reached this city, it had been invaded by King Shatanika of the King-
dom of Vatsa along with his Commander-in-Chief Kakumukha. The city was sacked and
King Dadhivahana and queen Dharani were killed. Kakumukha, the Commander-in-Chief
‘took princess Vasumathi captive and, in accordance with the then prevailing custom, tried
to sell away the princes as a slave in the local shandy. As Vasumathi was a princess
nobody came forward to offer a suitable price. A certain merchant by name Dhanavahana
happened to pass along the route and saw the pitiable state in which the princess was. He
felt like a parent towards the princess, paid the quoted price and took her along with him to
his own home. There he introduced her to his wife Moola as Chandanabala, a maiden. Now
Moola was affected by jealousy at the beauty of the princess and was bent upon harming
her. One day, when Dhanavahana was away from home, Moola sent for a barber and had
Chandanabala tonsured. Then Moola had the princess shackled and imprisoned in an un-
derground cell in the house.
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51 SWAMI TAKES PITY ON CHANDANABALA

When Dhanavahana came back home he could not find Chandanabala in the house. His
enquiries about the whereabouts of the princess did not bear fruit. However, Dhanavahana
had the house thoroughly searched and ultimately found her imprisoned in the underground
cell. Dhanavahana was sorry for her and gave her some boiled blackgram to eat and himself
proceeded to fetch a blacksmith to have the shackles removed. In the meantime, the medi-
tation of Bhagawan Mahavira was becoming more and more rewarding, and was irresist-
ibly travelling towards Kevalajnana. Then, surprisingly, on this particular day the Swami
saw in his mind’s eye the pictures of torture affecting Chandanabala. For many days then,
the Swami had not been accepting any Bhiksha (Alms) but now he vowed to accept alms
from a woman who would exactly fit the description of the suffering princess with her
boiled blackgram in her possession. In pursuit of this vow the Swami was proceeding through
the thoroughfares of the city. It was noon and many housewives were ready standing at the
thresholds of their houses to give alms to the Swami. But the Swami would not accept
Alms from anyone of them. Straightaway, he reached the cell in the house of Dhanavahana
and saw Chandanabala standing there with a bent head, lamenting her fate and expecting
succour from Bhagawan Mahavira only. All the time weeping bitterly, her eyes filled with
tears, she was awating the arrival of the Swami. Suddenly she heard her name being uttered
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in a tone of compassion and looking in the direction of the utterer whom should she see, on
lifting her head, but Bhagawan Mahavira? At once Chandanabala bowed to his feet and
begged for protection. The Swami looked at her in a compassionate way and extended his
cupped hands towards her, seeking alms. Chandanabala immediately gave away the quan-
tity of boiled blackgram with her as alms to the Swami. She thought that it was her good
luck that she could give alms to such a holy person. The moment she gave alms to the
Swami tresses of hair grew upon her head and Chandanabala became her former lovely self.
Even the Gods were struck with wonderment at this happening and they sent down a shower
of flowers upon the house of Dhanavahana. Just at that moment, Dhanavahana who came
there accompanied by a blacksmith, saw the sight and was greatly filled with wonderment.
He thought that it was his goodluck to be a witness to the miracle. He immediately fell at
the feet of the Swami and began to praise him. The Swami then blessed both Chandanabala
and Dhanavahana and immediately left the spot and travelled towards the village Jrumbhaka.
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52 KEVALAJNANA

In the village of Jrumbhaka, the Swami was seated in a posture known as “Godhohika™
in the north-cast corner of the house of Syamaka, a villager. Nearby was a temple in ruins.
The Swamy had been fasting for two days by then. River Rijupalika flowed by the temple,
the time was early morning and the Sun was just rising from the eastern horizon. The
swamy felt a new vigour and radiance permeating his body and he felt that this was a new
experience. According to astronomy, the time was the period of “Vijaya” - the period when
the moon travels through the house of Uttaraphalguni, a star. All of a sudden, the Swamy
was endowed with “KEVALAINANA” the ultimate knowledge or omniscience as they call
it in English. By then the Swamy had completed precisely a monkhood of 12 years, 6
months and 15 days. The asceticism the Swamy had undertaken for the reward of the
ultimate knowledge thus bore fruit. The knowledge that Mahavira gained during that period
was infinite, supreme, free of obstacles, unimpeded and complete in all respects. Having
gained this Supreme Knowledge in this fashion, Shramana Bhagawan Mahavira was
immersed in Supreme Bliss; and he remained still for 48 minutes in that state. Having thus
been divested of all carthly desires Mahavira shone like an Arhantha, a Jina and a Tirthankara
— who are endowed with Supreme Knowledge. The Gods rained down a shower of flowers
to celebrate this moment. Indra the King of Gods, followed by his divine retinue, paid a
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visit to Shramana Bhagawan Mahavira to pay his respects. The Swamy was then able to see
everything in all things and in all directions. He was able to perceive clearly the birth, and
direction of movement of not only of all human beings but also all other things created. He
was able to perceive clearly how rebirth is the result of the Law of Fate (the law of Karma or
actions) in its various manifestations; a mere thought was enough on his part to enable him
to see all types of actions and occurrences. After having blessed the Gods, Shramana
Bhagawan Mahavira felt like discharging his duty as an Arhantha and so travelled in the
direction of Madhyama Pava.

"Paramathmapadam Prapath Paramesthi Sa Sanmitih"
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54 DISCUSSION AT THE YAGNA SHALA
(THE PLACE OF THE SACRIFICIAL CEREMONY)

Soumil stood at the entrance of the Yagnashala and invited the Rithviks in one after
another. The first to be invited were Indrabhuti, Vayubhuti and Agnibhuti, the sons of
Vasubhuti of Gauthama Gotra - these belong to Gowara. The next to be welcomed were -
Vyakta of Village Kollaga and belonging to Bharadwaja Gotra, Sudharma of Agnivysyana,
the scholar Vasistha Manditha of the Maurya, Mauryaputra of the Gothra of Kasyapa,
Gautham Akampitha of Mithila, Achalabhadra, belonging to Harithasa Gothra from the
kingdom of Kausala, Matharya of Kaundinyasa Gothra from the Kingdom of Thunga,
Prabhasa of Kaundinyasa Gothra from the town of Rajagriha in that order. He then re-
quested the Rithviks to start performing the Yajna assisted by their disciples numbering
4,400. At same time, the heavenly hosts, in their divine planes, were travelling in the
direction of Samavasarana at a great speed. This strange phenomenon filled the minds of
Soumil and the Rithviks with wonder, because on such occasions, it was customary for
heavenly hosts to pay a visit to the sight of the Yajna. So, Soumil and the Rithviks were
overcome with sadness and began to discuss the phenomenon.
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SAMAVASARANA

Thus endowed with Supreme Knowledge, Shramana Bhagawan Mahavira was then
seated upon a holy pulpit on which only a Jina can sit - it 1s in the shape of a lotus. From this
divine seat the Swamy was able to attract all types of animate, human and divine orders. He
was the centre of attraction of all types of souls which orbited him. In the meantime, at a
distance of one yojana from that spot (about 8 to 10 miles / 12 to 16 Kilometres in present
day terms), a Brahmin by name Soumil was making arrangements to perform a great Yajna
(a sacrificial performance) with the help of Eleven Rithviks (officiating priests). The more
important of these Rithviks were Indrabhuti, Vayubhuti and Agnibhuti - three brothers
belonging to the Gothra (lineage) of Gautama. Shramana Bhagawan Mahavira with his
divine vision was able to know of this attempt on the part of Soumil and was bent upon
stopping the sacrifice of animal life in this performance as this intention was a part and
parcel of Jaina Dharma (the duty of a Jaina). This public oration was the first on the part of
Shramana Bhagawan Mahavira after he had attained Supreme Knowledge and so people
from all walks of life turned their steps in the direction of Samavasarana.
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55 THE GRANTING OF JNANA TO INDRABHUTI GAUTAMA BY SHRAMANA
BHAGAWAN MAHAVIRA

The Rithviks who thus fell to discussion and debate among themselves, finally decided
to test the greatness and the magical powers of Shramana Bhagawan Mahavira. The first to
issue forth from out of the Yajnasala was Gauthama Indrabhuti followed by his 500 disciples.
When he approached Shramana Bhagawan Mahavira along with his disciples, Indrabhuti
saw that the whole place looked attractive beyond measure with the arrival of the heavenly
hosts. The Swami was seated in the posture of Padmasana on a giant lotus. The onlookers
were gifted with a divine bliss at the sight of the Swami whose face was lit up by a smile and
from whose body a radiant white light and Divine Sound - Divya Dhvani - emanated. Never
was Gauthama Indrabhuti a witness to such a sanctifying sight. The whole area was calm
and peaceful and the Swami himself was a picture of divine beauty. A look at the Swami
was enough to dispel the ego of Gauthama Indrabhuti. The Swami looked at Indrabhuti
and, addressing him by his full name, asked him to go nearer to him “Come here, Gauthama
Indrabhuti”, said the Swami and this was enough to send Indrabhuti sprawling upon the
ground at the feet of the Swami in absolute obeisance. The Swami then explained to Gauthama
Indrabhuti the true nature of Jiva or Atman (the permanence and essence of Jiva) in a brief
manner. Gauthama Indrabhuti was convinced of the exposition of the Swami and, along
with his 500 disciples, became the disciple of the Swami (the chief one at that) and thus
came to follow the tradition of the Shramanas.
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56 FROM THE VAIDIK TRADITION TO THE PATH OF SHRAMANAS

After the coming of Gauthama Indrabhuti into the fold of Shramana Bhagawan Mahavira,
his brother Agnibhuti and Vayubhuti, accompanied by their own disciples and their followers,
reached Samavasarana. When they reached the spot, the Swami was in deep concentration
in the posture called Chinmudra. Melodious sounds emanated from the body of the Swami
and the visitors were thrilled to hear them. While they were trying to understand the meanings
of those sounds, the Swami slowly opened his eyes and addressed them by their names.
Then he explained to them the Law of Karma and the relationship between the Jiva and
Karma and the superiority of Supreme Knowledge (Kevalajnana). The next to follow these
three brothers of the clan of Gauthama were Vyakta, Sudharma, Manditha, Achalabhadra,
Mauryaputra, Akampita, Prabhasa along with their followers of the Vaidik tradition. Already
by then Chandanabala had arrived there, having heard of the spiritual victory of the Swami
and decided to spend the rest of her life at the feet of the Swami. The Swami welcomed
them with a sweet reassuring smile and explained to them the existence of the five elements,
the earthly bonds, heaven and hell and the moral law along with relevant examples. He
further explained to them how the observance of Ahimsa (non-violence), and Equanimity
(Samyak Darshana) can provide deliverance from the harrying problems of material life.
His exposition was delivered in Arthamagadhi in melodious tones. All the listeners were
convinced of the exposition made by the Swami and reverentially followed the path of
Ahimsa. The Swami admitted them into monkhood according to the procedure prescribed.
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57 TELLING ABOUT THE LIVES OF TIRTHANKARAS

After having been admitted to monkhood, Indrabhuti Gauthama and the others went up
to Samavasarana to know Shramana Bhavawan Mahavira’s opinion on the subject of Yajna
(sacrificial ceremony), Yaga (ritual ceremony) and Krathu (another ceremony). The Swam
was pleased with the inquiring bent of mind of the questioners and explained to them that he
was opposed to sacrificial ceremonies and that ceremony is the true ceremony that is char-
acterised by Ahimsa (non-violence). Then the questioners wanted to know about the nature
of the sacrificial procedure adopted by the Swami. In reply the Swami explained to them
that renunciation is the true flame that glows in his Yajna; constant awareness is his sacrifi-
cial ground; and various mental pulls are the blades of sacred grass and that his own body 1s
the prime fuel, while his deeds constitute the offering of Ghee. Inflexible control over the
senses provides the invocation to the Gods, the Ahimsa Yajna comprises the parts above
mentioned. Next, the Swami related to them the life histories of the 23 Tirthankaras that
had preceded him. He also related the story of an Arhantha, who was not a Tirthankara.
This narrative was characterised by graphic examples and in a convincingly sweet lan-
guage. Thus the listeners were at once endowed with an understanding of the greatness of
the Tirthankaras and the exemplary nature of their lives. The narrative of the lives of the
Tirthankaras was the flow of nectar to their recipient ears. Their mendicant lives also were
ever guided by these teachings and they travelled incessantly and undeterred towards the
goal of the Supreme Knowledge. The Swami began his narrative by telling the story of
Rishabhanathaswamy first.
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58 THE STORY OF ADINATHA SWAMY

The first of the Tirthankaras is Shri Rishabhanathaswamy who was born on a Chaitra
Bahula Ashtami (corresponding to the eighth day of the waning phase of the first month in
the lunar calendar). The region of Paschimottara Aryavartha (corresponding to the present
day Kashmir and the whole of North-west India) was then ruled by King Nabhi and his wife
Marudevi. The child thus born partook of a divine fraction of the divinity hailing from that
heaven known as Sarvathesiddha. When he came of age he was married to two royal dam-
sels by name Sumangala and Sunanda. In course of time, he was-blessed with one hundred
sons and two daughters. Already by then people became apostate and depraved and every-
where there was anarchy. Acquisitive tendency grew and there was cut throat competition
among men. They even killed one another. In short, the kingdom resembled hell upon
earth. Having been saddened by the prevailing conditions prince Rishabhanatha gathered
his armies and embarked upon the conquest of the other kingdoms in the Jambudvipa (the
subcontinent of India), so that he could reorganise social life along the lines of rectitude.
He allotted professional work according to the bent of mind of each individual. On the
basis of bents of minds he proceeded to build the caste system. He divided the whole
society into 4 castes, (according to professions) and apportioned 72 arts and crafts to men
and 64 arts and crafts to women. Thus was order restored in the kingdom. Having thus
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performed his duty Rishabhanatha entrusted the governance of the territory of Vineetha to
Bharatha, the son of his elder wife and the territory of Takshasila to Bahubali, the son ofhis -
second wife. He himself became detached from all the earthly desires, and accepted the
order of the Sanyasa (monkhood). Having thus renounced on a Chaitra Shuddha Ashthami
(corresponding to the eighth day of the waxing fortnight of the first lunar month) every-
thing. Rishabhanatha attained on a Phalguna Shuddha Ekadasi (corresponding to the elev-
enth day of the waxing fortnight in the last month of the Lunar Calendar)the state of Su-
preme Knowledge in the town of Purimtal and thus became an Arhantha. Then he pro-
pounded the Jain principles, acceptable and practicable to all persons and brought them into
vogue. He thus became the first Tirthankara after having given the alms of knowledge to
thousands of seekers. Shri Rishabhanatha attained the abode of peace, gave Up the physical
body on a Magha Shuddha Trayodasi, (correspondmg to the thirteenth day of the waxing
phase of eleventh lunar month). S
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59 SHRI AJITHANATHA SWAMY

The second Tirthankara is Shri Ajithanatha Swamy. Shri Ajith was born to king Jita
Shatru and queen Vijaya of the realm of Ayodhya on a Magha Bahula Ashtami (corre-
sponding to the eighth day of the waning phase in the eleventh month of the lunar calendar).
Having enjoyed all the royal pleasures, he decided upon giving them up and entered
monkhood on a Magha Bahula Navami (corresponding to the ninth day of waning fortnight
of the eleventh month of the lunar calendar). He was freed from all bonds of Karma (action
- inaction) and obtained Kevalajnana (the Supreme Knowledge) on a Pushya Bahula Ekadasi
(corresponding to the eleventh day of the waning phase in the tenth month of the lunar
calendar). Thus he became an Arhantha and the second of the Tirthankaras. There is an
interesting story about his having been given the name of Ajithanatha. It goes as follows.
When quecen Vijaya was conceived of the holy foetus she never lost a game of chess that she
played with her husband (the royal couple used to play this game to pass time). The holy
foetus must have been responsible for the invincible record of his mother and so he was
given the name Shri Ajithanathaswamy, and rightly so. He attained Supreme Bliss on a
Chaitra Bahulu Panchami (corresponding to the fifth day of waning fortnight of the first
tunar month)
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60 SHRI SAMBHAVANATHA SWAMY

The next Tirthankara is Shri Sambhavanathaswamy. He was born to the royal couple
of Shravasthi, King Jathari and Queen Seva. The date was Magha Bahula Chaturdasi
(corresponding to the fourteenth day of the waning fortnight in the eleventh Lunar month).
The conditions in the kingdom which were a bit unsettled at that time began to take a turn
for the better and travelled irrestistibly towards prosperity and peace. This was the reason
why the child was named Sambhavanatha. Shri Sambhavanatha took the vow of Sanyasa in
his 49% year on an Ashadha Amavasya (corresponding to the New Moon Day of the 4%
month in the lunar calendar) and became an Arhantha on a full moon day in the month of
Karthika, having attained Kevalajnana, thus Shri Sambhavanatha Swamy became the third
of the Tirthankaras. He gave up his physical body on a Chaitra Bahula Panchami (corre-
sponding to the fifth day of the waning phz}Se in the first month of lunar calendar).
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61 SHRI ABHINANDANA SWAMY

The next of the Tirthankaras is Shri Abhinandanaswamy. He was born to King Sambara
and Queen Siddhartha of Ayodhya. The day was Magha Bahula Vidiya (corresponding to
the second day of the waning phase of the eleventh month in the lunar calendar). When this
child was born, the Kingdom was enjoying peace and prosperity, and so the child was given
the name Shri Abhinandana. After having tasted all material pleasures Shri Abhinandana
Swamy entered monkhood on a Magha Bahula Dwadasi (corresponding to the twelfth day
in the waning phase of the eleventh month of the lunar calendar). This happened in the city
of Ayodhya itself. And the Swamy, divested of all earthly bonds, led a life of a monk for 28
years and finally became an Arhantha, having attained Kevalajnana. On a Pushya Shuddha
Chaturdasi (corresponding to the fourteenth day of the waxing phase of the tenth month in
the lunar calendar), he thus became the fourth of the Tirthankaras. He attained Supreme
Bliss on a Vaisakha Bahula Asthami i.e. 8" day of the waning fortnight in the second month
of lunar the calendar.
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62 SHRI SUMATHINATHA SWAMY

The next of the Tirthanakaras is Shri Sumathinatha Swamy. His parents were King
Megha and Quen Mangala of Ayodhya. The auspicious day of birth was Vaisakha Suddha
Ashtami, (corresponding to the eight day of waxing fortnight in the second month of lunar
calendar). When the queen was enceinte, she once gave a very wise judgement, in the
royal court and saved the life of an innocent woman. On the assumption that the holy foetus
in the womb of the queen must have been responsible for this wise judgement the baby,
when it was born, was given the name Shri Sumathinatha. Shri Sumathinatha led a secular
life until he was surfeited and then entered the order of monks on a Vaisakha Bahula Navami
(corresoponding to the ninth day of waning fortnight in the second month of lunar the calen-
dar). He broke all his earthly shackles and after a life of 20 years of monkhood attained
Kevalajnana and became an Arhantha on a Chaitra Bahula Ekadasi corresponding to the
eleventh day of the waning fotnight in the first month of the lunar calendar). He thus
became the fifth Tirthankara. He attained the abode of the immortals on a Chaitra Bahula
Navami, (corresponding to the ninth day of the waning phase of first month in the lunar
calendar).
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63 SHRI PADMA PRABHU SWAMY

The 6" of the Tirthankaras is Shri Padmaprabhuswamy. The city of Kaushambi was
then ruled by King Sridhara and his wife was Queen Susima. Shri Padmaprabhuswamy
was born to this couple on a Karthika Bahula Dwadasi (corresponding to the twelfth day of
waning fortnight in the eighth month of the lunar calendar). He entered the order of Sanyasis
in his 29" year on a Karthika Shuddha Trayodasi (corresponding to the thirteenth day of the
waxing phase in the eighth month of the lunar calendar). Having transcended all earthly
attachments and pulls Shri Padmaprabhu attained Kevalajuna and became an Arhanthaon a
Chaitra Pournima (corresponding to the Full Moon Day 1n the first month of the lunar
calendar). He thus became the sixth of the Tirthankaras. Shri Padmaprabhuswamy gave up
his material body on a certain Magha-Shirsha Shuddha Ekadasi (corresponding to the eleventh
day of the waxing phase in the ninth month of the lunar calendar).
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64 SHRI SUPARSHVANATHASWAMY

The 7" of the Tirthankaras is Shri Suparsvanathaswamy. Varanasi was then being
ruled by King Pratishta and Queen Prithvi Devi was his consort. He was born on a certain
Jyeshta Bahula Dvadasi (corresponding to the twelfth day of the waning phase in the third
month of the lunar calendar). After having spent a married life for 19 years, Shri Suparsva
Nathaswamy entered monkhood on a Jyeshta Bahula Trayodasi (corresponding to the thir-
teenth day in the waning phase of the third month in the lunar calendar) and attained
Kevalajnana, thus becoming an Arhantha on a Phalguna Suddha Shashti (corresponding to
the sixth day of the waxing phase in the twelfth month of the lunar calendar). He'thus
became the 7" of the Tirthankaras. Shri Suparsvanathaswamy attained Supreme Bliss on a
Phalguna Shuddha Sapthami (corresponding to the seventh day of the waxing phase in the
12" month of the lunar calendar).
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65 SHRI CHANDRAPRABHA SWAMY

The 8" of the Tirthankaras is Shri Chandraprabha Swamy. He was born to King
Mahasena and Queen Lakshmana, rulers of Chandrapuri on a Pushya Shuddha Dwadasi
(corresponding to the twelfth day of the waxing phase in the tenth month of the lunar calen-
dar). For some time he led a secular life but soon his mind was bent upon taking the vow of
monkhood. So he took the vow at Chandrapuri itself on a Pushya Shuddha Trayodasi
(corresponding to the thirteenth day in the waxing phase of tenth month in the lunar calen-
dar). Having broken all the earthly bonds and attachments (the effect of Karmas) Shri
Chandraprabha Swamy attained Kevalajnana, thus becoming an Arhantha on"a Phalguna
Shuddha Sapthami (corresponding to the seventh day in the waxing phase of the twelfth
month in the lunar calendar). He revealed himself as 8" of the Tirthankaras. He left his
carthly abode on a certain Bhadrapada Suddha Sapthami (corresponding to the seventh day
in the waxing phase of the sixth month in the lunar calendar).
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66 SHRI SUVIDHANATHASWAMY

The 9" of the Tirthankaras is Shri Suvidhanathaswamy. He was the son of King Sugriva
and Queen Rama of Kakandi. It was on an Ashadha Shuddha Panchami (corresponding to
the fifth day in the waxing phase of the fourth month of the lunar calendar) that his birth
occured. He also enjoyed all the material pleasures for some time before becoming surfeited
and on a certain Ashadha Bahula Thadiya, (corresponding to the third day in the waning
phase of the fourth month of the lunar calendar) Shri Suvidhanathaswamy took the vow of
Sanyasa. After having broken all the bonds of Karma, he became a Kevalin and thus an
Arhantha on a certain Karthika Bahula Thadiya (corresponding to the third day of the waning
phase in the eighth month of the lunar calendar). He thus became the 9" of the Tirthankaras.
He attained Supreme Bliss on a Bhadrapada Bahula Navami (corresponding to the ninth
day in the waning phase of the sixth month in the iunar calendar).






67. oft zfiaany S

=0 T AR o TS G SR T At % O % w0 § Ay great & o
oft a3 S fort | fa a S e =i Feh /T 208 gegi & faT e
T i e ST A A | IR o ekt I 38 Tt  faA S s T R | @ st
2 awd g % w0 gehe 5U | I T e 3 et g |

67 SHRI SEETHALANATHA SWAMY

Shri Seethalanathaswamy is the 10" of the Tirthankaras. He was the son of King
Dridhanatha and Queen Nandadevi of Baddilapura. The auspicious day of birth being Magha
Shuddha Dvadasi (corresponding to the twelfth day of the waxing phase in the cleventh
month of the lunar calendar). In order to be turned away from the earthly pulls, it was
necessary that a person leads an earthly life for some time. Shri Seethalanathaswamy was
" no exception and so, after having spent material pleasures, he finally relinquished them to
take the vow of Sanyasa on a Magha Shuddha Dvadasi (corresponding to the twelfth day in
the waxing phase of the eleventh month in the lunar calendar). Having thus became freed
from the effects of past karmas, Shri Seethalanathaswamy became a Kevalajnani and an
Arhantha on a Pushya Shuddha Chaturdasi (corresponding to the fourteenth day in the waxing
phase of the tenth month in the lunar calendar) and thus unveiled himself as the 10" of the
Tirthankaras. the Nirvana (Supreme Bliss) occured on a Vaisakha Suddha Vidiya
(corresponding to the second day in the waxing phase of the second month in the lunar
calendar)
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68 SHRI SREYANSANATHA SWAMY

Shri Shryensanathaswamys is the 11" of the Tirthankaras. His parents were King Vishnu
and Queen Vaishnavi of Simhapuri (city of the Lion). .Having led a material life for some
time Shri Shreyansanatha Swamy gave it up in favour of monkhood on a Phalguna Shuddha
Trayodasi (corresponding to the thirteenth day in the waxing phase of the twelfth month in
the lunar calendar). After having been freed thus of the effects of Karmas, Shri Shreyansa
Natha Swamy obtained Kavalajnana on a Magha Shuddha Thadiya (corresponding to the
third day in the waxing phase of the eleventh month in the lunar calendar), and became an
Arhantha. He was the 11" of the Tirthankaras. He gave up his physical body on an auspicous
day.






69. it argusy @l

e H, SO o HERTS agYsd AR A0 T 9 3t A g % w0 § off argysa A we
30 Aqe311 [T ST H ot | 5 @ e Alfeheh STTa (ST | 30k e I ST & fod
IE AT T &V A | A FHT B BIGH IR et 51 AT fohaT | Ararg fean 6 e
3fed A4 | {97 e | ared diefgr % w0 H qohe g 37k I o aTie ages wgeai i ga |

69 SHRI VASUPUJYA SWAMY

Shri Vasupujya Swamy is the 12" of the Tirthankaras. He was the son of King Vasupujya
and Queen Jayadevi of Champapuri. The auspicious day of birth being Phalguna Shuddha
Chaturdasi (corresponding to the fourteenth day in the waxing phase of the twelfth month in
the lunar calendar). He also enjoyed all the materail pleasures for some time and on a
certain Phalguna Amavasya (corresponding to the New Moon Day in the twelfth month in
the lunar calendar). Shri Vasupoojya Swamy took the vow of Sanyasa. After having broken
all the bonds of Karma, he became a Kevalin and thus an Arhantha on a certain Magha
Shuddha Vidiya (corresponding to the second day in the waxing phase of the eleventh
month in the lunar calendar). He thus became the 12" of the Tirthankaras. He attained
Supreme Bliss on a certain Ashadha Bahula Chaturdasi (corresponding to the fourteenth
day in the waning phase of the fourth month in the lunar calendar).






70. it ey S

IO 3 31T & T ™l 31K IhT T off Zarwert ot | Sk g o &0 & off fermreramar
% SR TS FgeT et o fa gan | Ane et B TR AT Age wgAl # i 9 e
 gfere g1 | AR HAT ) Srew 5 T T8 3 o FAA S TTH Fh STed 7 IR Azeel] A
gU | I fRatT e 21g aet o fa gar |

70 SHRI VIMALANATHASWAMY

The 13" of the Tirthankaras is Shri Viamlanatha Swamy. Kapilapuram was being ruled
by King Krithavarma and Queen Shyamadevi was his consort. Shri Vimalanathaswamy
was their child. He was born on a certain Magha Bahula Thadiya (corresponding to the
third day in the waning phase of the eleventh month in the lunar calendar). After having
spent a secular life for some years, Shri Vimalanatha Swamy entered monkhood on a cer-
tain Magha Bahula Chavithi (corresponding to the fourth day in the waning phase of the
eleventh month in the lunar calendar) and attained Kevalajnana on a certain Pushya Bahula
Shasthi (corresponding to the sixth day in the waning phase of the tenth month in the lunar
calendar). He thus became the 13" Tirthankar and attained Supreme Bliss on a certain
Ashadha Shuddha Sapthami (corresponding to the seventh day in the waxing phase of the
fourth month in the lunar calendar).
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71 SHRI ANANTHANATHA SWAMY

Shri Ananthanatha Swamy is the 14" of the Tirthankaras. He was the son of King
Simhasena and Queen Suyasha of Ayodhya. The auspicious day of birth being Vaisakha
Shuddha Trayodasi (corresponding to the thirteenth day in the waxing phase of the second
month in the lunar calendar). He also enjoyed all the material pleasures for some time and
on a certain Vaisakha Shuddha Chaturdasi (corresponding to the fourteenth day in the waxing
phase of the second month in the lunar calendar). Shri Ananthanatha Swamy took the vow
of Sanyasa. After having broken all the bonds of Karma he became a Kevalin on a certain
Vaisakha Shuddha Chaturdasi (corresponding to the fourteenth day in the waxing phase of
the second month in the lunar calendar) and thus an Arhantha. He is thus the 14" of the
Tirthankaras. He attained Nirvana on a certain Chaitra Bahula Panchami (corresponding to
the fifth day in the waning phase of the first month in the lunar calendar).
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72 SHRI DHARMANATHASWAMY

The 15" of the Tirthankaras is Shri Dharmanatha Swamy. The city of Ratnapuri was
then ruled by King Bhanu and Queen Suvratha. Shri Dharmanatha Swamy was born to this
royal couple on a certain Magha Bahula Thadiya (corresponding to the third day in the
waning phase of the eleventh month in the lunar calendar). After having spent the royal life
for some years, he entered the order of Sanyasa on a Magha Shuddha Triyodasi (corresponding
to the thirteenth day in the waxing phase of the eleventh month in the lunar calendar).
Having transcended all earthly pulls and attachments, Shri Dharmanatha Swamy attained
Kevalajnana and thus became an Arhantha on a certain Pushya Pournima (corresponding to
the Full Moon day of tenth month in the lunar calendar). He thus became the 15" of the
Tirthankaras. Shri Dharmanatha Swamy gave up his mortal body on a certain Jyestha Bahula
Panchami (corresponding to the fifth day in the waning phase of the third month in the lunar
calendar).
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73 SHRI SHANTHINATHA SWAMY

The 16" of the Tirthankaras is Shri Santhinathaswamy. He was born to King Viswasena
and Queen Achira of Gajapuri. The day was Jyeshta Shuddha Trayodasi (corresponding to
the thirteenth day in the waxing phase of the third month in the lunar calendar). He was
leading a reckless life out of vanity - during his youth - in the Kingdom and on certain day
he was blessed with spiritual insight and reflection by the grace of the Gods from Heaven.
He started thinking about the transitoriness of this world and ultimately on a certain auspicious
day he took the vow of mendicancy [i.e. on a certain Jyeshta Shuddha Chavithi (corresponding
to the fourth day in the waxing phase of the third month in the lunar calendar)] and attained
Kevalajnana on a certain Pushya Bahula Navami (corresponding to the ninth day in the
waning phase of the tenth month in the lunar calendar) and thus became an Arhantha. He
attained Supreme Bliss on a Jyeshta Shuddha Trayodasi (corresponding to the thirteenth
day in the waxing phase of the third month in the lunar calendar).
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74 SHRI KUNTHUNATHA SWAMY

The next of the Tirthankaras is Shri Kunthunatha Swamy. The city of Gajapuram was

* then ruled by King Sura and Queen Sri. Shri Kunthunathaswamy was born to this royal
couple on a certain Vaisakha Shuddha Chaturdasi (corresponding to the fourteenth day m
the waxing phase of the second month in the lunar calendar). After having spent a married
life for some years, Shri Kunthunathaswamy entered monkhood on a Chaitra Shuddha
Panchami (corresponding to the fifth day in the waxing phase of the first month in the lunar
calendar) and attained Kevalajnana on a certain Chaitra Bahula Thadiya (corresponding to
‘the third day in the waning phase of the first month in the lunar calendar) and thus became

. an Arhantha and 17" ofthe Tirthankaras. He attained Nirvana on a certein Vaisakha Shuddha
Padyami (corresponding to the first day in the waxing phase of thesecond month in the
lupar calendar). -
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75 SHRI ARHA NATHA SWAMY

The 18" of the Tirthankaras is Shri Arhanatha Swamy. He was born to the royal couple
King Sudarshana and Queen Devi of Gajapuri. He was born on a certain Ashadha Bahula
Dasami (corresponding to the tenth day in the waning phase of the fourth month in the Junar
calendar). After having spent the royal life for some years, he took the vow of Sanyasa on
an Ashadha Bahula Ekadasi (corresponding to the eleventh day in the waning phase of the
fourth month in the lunar calendar). He had undergone many trials and tribulations during
his penances and ultimately on a certain Karthika Bahula Dwadasi (corresponding to the
twelfth day in the waning phase of the eighth month in the lunar calendar), he attained
Kevalajnana and thus became an Arhantha and thus became the 18" of the Tirthankaras in
the order. He had attained Supreme Bliss on an Ashadha Bahula Dasami (corresponding to
the tenth day in the waning phase of the fourth month in the lunar calendar).
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76 SHRI MALLINATHA SWAMY (ARHANTHA SHRI MALLI)

Shri Arhantha Malli is the 19" of the Tirthankaras. She was the daughter of King
Kumbha and Queen Prabhadevi of Mithila. She took birth on an auspicious Ashadha Bahula
Ekadasi (corresponding to the eleventh day in the waning phase of the fourth month in the
lunar calendar). From the very early childhood she naturally develped an insight into the
life of mendicancy and thus she took the vow of Sanyasa and on a certain Ashadha Bahula
Ekadasi (corresponding to the eleventh day in the waning phase of the fourth month in the
lunar calendar) and on the same day she attained Kevalajnana. Thus she became the 19" of
the Tirthankaras and on a certain Phalguna Bahula Dwadasi (corresponding to the twelfth
day in the waning phase of the twelfth month in the lunar calendar), she attained Supreme
Bliss. Her life itself is the proof that a woman can also become a Kevalin.
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77 SHRI MUNISUVRATHA SWAMY

The nextof the Tirthankaras is Shri Munisuvratha Swamy. His parents were King Sumitra
and Queen Padmavathi of Rajagriha. The auspicious day of birth was Jyeshta Shuddha
Ashtami (corresponding to the eighth day in the waxing phase of the third month in the
lunar calendar). After having spent a royal life for 22 years, Shri Munisuvrutha Swamy
entered monkhood on a Phalguna Bahula Dwadasi (corresponding to the twelfth day in the
waning phase of the twelfth month in the lunar calendar). Having broken all the earthly
bonds, he attained Kevalajnana on a Phalguna Shuddha Dwadasi (corresponding to the
twelfth day in the waxing phase of the twelfth month in the lunar calendar) and thus be-
came an Arhantha and he is the 20" of the Tirthankaras in the order. He attained Moksha on
a Jyeshta Shuddha Navami (corresponding to the ninth day in the waxing phase of the third
month in the lunar calendar).
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78 SHRI NAMINATHA SWAMY

Shri Naminatha Swamy is the 21% of the Tirthankaras. He was the son of King Vijaya
and Queen Vipradevi of Mathura. The auspicious day of birth being Sravana Bahula Ashtami
(corresponding to the eighth day in the waning phase of the fifth month in the lunar calendar).
He also enjoyed all the material pleasures for sometime and on a certain Ashadha Shudda
Navami (corresponding to the ninth day in the waxing phase of the fourth month in the
lunar calendar), Shri Naminatha Swamy took the vow of Sanyasa. After 11 months of
Mendicancy he attained Kevalajnana and thus became an Arhantha and thus he is the 21 of
the Tirthankaras. He attained Nirvana on a Vaisakha Shuddha Dasami (corresponding to
the tenth day in the waxing phase of the second month in the lunar calendar).
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79 SHRI NEMINATHASWAMY

Shri Neminatha Swamy is the 22" of the Tirthankaras. His parents were King
Samudravijaya and Queen Sivarani of Saurashtra (modern day Gujarat) on a certain Sravana
Bahula Panchami (corresponding to the fifth day in the waning phase of the fifth month in
the lunar calendar). From birth itself Shri Neminathaswamy was a person of Physical
prowess. He casily overcame all his playmates in the daily games. The nearby Girnar
forests were the habitat of Lions then (even as now). Shri Neminatha used to play with
lions as though they were pet dogs. He used to catch hold of their manes and thus control
them. Long armed and tall he was a feast for the eyes. One day, at the suggestion of his
mother, he went to the city of Dwaraka. At that time neither Shri Krishna nor Balarama was
in the house. In the meantime, Shri Neminatha was curious to study the articles used by
Shri Krishna. Shri Krishna’s conch was Panchajanya, an eloquent and magnificient “Shanka”.

Shri Neminatha was filled with wonder at the sight and was immediately filled with a desire
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to blow it. No sooner was this desire born in his heart, Shri Neminatha took the conch in his
hands and blew it with all his might. It was such a loud sound that escaped from the Sankha
that it reverberated through-out the kingdom and filled the hearts of the people with fear.
Shri Krishna himself was much surprised. He returned home post-haste and was introduced
to Shri Neminatha, his cousin. Shri Krishna felt that such a powerful man was characterised
by machismo and immediately began efforts to get his cousin married. But Shri Neminatha,
inspite of all his manliness, was reluctant to lead married life. At the same time he could not
say no to his parents and his cousins and agreed to get maried. The bride was the princess
of Mathura. The bridal party was on the move with all the paraphernalia. Soon the party
arrived at a resting place on the way and were sleeping, when their sleep was disturbed by
the cries of birds. On inquiry it was revealed that these birds were meant for meat on the

following day at the camp. All the birds were going into the dishes to be prepared on the
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following day. Having been thus informed Shri Neminatha was smitten with remorse and
pity, wherepon his heart immediately filled with a spirit of renunciation. Without a second’s
delay, Shri Neminatha left the camp, took the vow of Sanyasa and became a travelling
mendicant. He trekked through all the forests. Having snapped all bonds of Karma, he also
performed Tapasya (ascetic practice), as a result of which he attained Kevalajnana on an
auspicius day when the Moon was in conjunction with the star Svathi. Having thus become
an Arhantha, Shri Neminatha Swamy unveiled himself as the 22" Tirthankara. Through his
exemplary life he won a great name and fame and finally gave up his physical body on an
Ashadha Bahula Ashtami - corresponding to the eighth day of the waning phase in the
fourth month of the lunar calendar. (The company of disciples who were listening to the
stories of the Tirthankaras - were filled with so much awe and reverence towards Shri
Neminathaswamy that they bowed to his memory after the narration of his story was

completed).
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80 SHRI PARSHVANATHA SWAMY

The 23 Tirthankara is Shri Parshvanatha Swamy. Shri Parshvanatha Swamy was born
to King Ashvasena and Queen Vamadevi, the ruler of Varanasi on a Pushya Shuddha Dasami.
(corresponding to the tenth day in the waxing phase of the tenth month in the lunar calen-
dar). Having spent material life for some time Shri Parshvanatha Swamy understood the
ephemeral nature of earthly existence and on a Pushya Shudda Ekadasi (corresponding to
the eleventh month in the waxing phase of the tenth month in the lunar calendar) in Varanasi
City itself, he took the vow of monkhood and within 84 days, was freed from the effect of
all the Karmas, (the result of mental, verbal and physical acts). During his life as Sanyasi
(monk) Shri Parshvanatha had to face many troubles and tribulations. Once when he was
deeply immersed in meditation, a Rakshasa by name Asurameghamalini brought down a
torrential downpour upon the Swami with the object of disturbing his penance. Perceiving
this, a great serpent king by name Dharanendra was determined to protect the Swami in his
meditation. So he reared up at the back of the Swami, unfolded his Seven Great Hoods like
an umbrella and prevented rain from drenching the Swamy. The serpent thus saw to it that
the penance was not disturbed at all. After this incident Shri Parshvanatha Swamy attained
Kevalajnana on a certain Chaitra Shuddha Chavithi (corresponding to the fourth day of the
waxing phase of the first month in the lunar calendar) thus becoming an Arhantha. He was
thus revealed as 23" Tirthankara. Finally, Shri Parshvanatha Swamy gave up his mortal
body on an auspicious day.
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81 ARHANTHA SHRI BAHUBALI

Having thus related the details of the lives of 23 Tirthankaras, Shri Mahavira Swamy
began to narrate the life history of Shri Bahubali, who became an Arhantha but not a
Tirthankara. Bahubali is the son of Sunanda the second wife of Shri Rishabhanathaswamy,
the first Tirthankara. Bahubali ruled Takshasila. He was also known as Gomatheswara.
After the Nirwana of Bahubali’s tather the divison of Kingdom became an issue and Bahubali
had to fight it out with his elder brother Bharatha, the King of Vineetha. the two brothers,
having considered that the rivalry is between themselves, asked the armies on both sides to
stand aside and allow them to settle it in a duel. It so happend that Bahubali defeated his
brother effortlessly. However, Bahubali was stricken with remorse that he had to fight with
and defeat his own elder brother for the sake of Kingdom and Wealth. As result of this Shri
Bahubali turned his mind inwards and began to reflect upon the state of things. As a result
of this reflection Bahubali was determined to make amends for what he considered io be his
past sins. He started performing a most rigorous penance in the posture of Kayotsagara and
in course of time anthills rose upon his body and tangled creepers covered the body and
place entirely and yet Bahubali was quite unmoveable and with an astounding steadfastness
pursued his penance until it was crowned with Kevalajnana (Absolute Knowledge). He has
thus become an Arhantha, having obtained this status, as a result of his devotion and his
steadfastness, Shri Bahubali may be venerated by all mankind, for his attainments have
been such. He is a model for us to copy. After listening to all the storics of the Arhanthas
and Tirthankaras ending with the story of Arhantha Shri Bahubali, the disciples of Shri
Mahavira Swamy felt fulfilled and hallowed and left for their cottages.
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82 SWAMY IN RAJAGRIHA

The fragrance of the fame of the Swamy travelled in all directions; wherever he went,
hundreds of people were crowding around him just to have a glimpse of his noble features
and also to listen to his divine preachings. Invitations came to the Swamy from the capitals
of various Kingdoms in the country requesting him to come to their places and deliver his
discourses. The Swamy, having accepted one such request, visited Rajagriha, then ruled by
King Srenika. The whole city bore a festive appearance as part of welcoming the Swamy to
the place. The King, the Queen and the Princes attended upon the Swamy with devotion and
reverence and listening to his sweet discourses on Dharma with avidity. The Swamy
expalined to them in a very pleasant manner the radical difference between material life and
spiritual life. He explained to them that material life is insipid and barren whereas turning
one’s mind inwards leads to absolute bliss. One of the Princes by name Megha who was
present at that discourse was bent upon accepting Sanyasa relinquishing the ephemeral
material life. The Swamy did not ward him off, but gladly admitted him into monkhood,
and named him “Meghamuni”. For Sanyasa requires a new name as a symbol to severe all
links with the previous material life.
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83 THE SELF-ESTEEM OF MEGHAMUNI - JATISMARANA JNANA

Having entered the order of monks Meghamuni, who in his earliest part of life was Meghakumara
a Prince, was hard put to bear the rigours of the life of a monk (of Ashramajeevana) with patience.
He was puzzled by the equal treatment meted out to him by his fellow monks for he thought that he
should have been elevated above them. He could not digest the fact that all of them sat in a single
line while taking their meals and slept in a common dormitory meant for monks so his self-esteem
suffered and his mind was filled with sorrow. Thus having got perplexed, Meghamuni wanted to
explain the state of his mind to the Swamy and, having approached the Swamy, stood near him for
his permission to speak. The Swamy was in Dhyana (meditation) at that time. Presently, the Swamy
came out of meditation and a mere look at Meghmuni was enough for him to know what the matter
was. The Swamy then wanted to make Meghamuni realise the superiority of the life of a monk to a
secular one. Then he, by the force of his Will (Sankalpa) took Meghamuni into a state of Medita-
tion, wherein all the details of the past life of Meghamuni were shown to him. And this was the
picture: In his past life, Meghamuni was an elephant by name “Meruprabha” roaming the jungles
near the Vindhya Mountain. On one occasion a forest fire raged and consumed most of the flora
and fauna . Meruprabha wanted to do his bit to control the situation and having gone to the banks of
a lake, sucked water with his great trunk and with this water he began to put out the fire around itself
by squirting it upon the raging fires. As the spot around the great elephant became safe many
animals gathered around Meruprabha and soon a tumult developed. In this tumult a young rabbit
accidentally came under a foot of the great pachyderm (Meruprabha). Now Meruprabha was filled
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with pity towards the tiny creature and lifted his foot well clear-off the ground. with the result that
he was forced to stand only on his remaining three legs. For three full days the elephant stood like
that, saving the life of the dazed rabbit [and at the same time sucking water {rom the lake and
squirting it on the fires to extinguish them]. That was a stupendous effort of the great creature.
Now after three days the fire subsided and all the creatures slowly recovered from their dazed state
and left for their natural spots. Meruprabha now wanted to put down his foot, but, as the leg became
stiff with three days of Herculian effort, the great elephant was unable to stretch his leg and attain
his normal posture. Moreover, a great pain now began to course through the body of the elephant
consuming his life in the end. For the pious act of saving his fellow creatures for three consecutive
days Meruprabha was elevated into the human form and was born as a Prince; thus, he was enabled
to enjoy all the royal pleasures as a Prince - What a reward for an act of kindness, on the part of an
animal, towards its fellow creatures!

As soon as the vision ended, the mind of Meghamuni realised that a monk leading the hard life
of self-denial, of non-violence, of patience, of steadfastness of zeal, must certainly be rewarded
with a very great boon. Shri Mahavira Swamy then explained to him that such a mendicant will
exult in Atmajnana and will experience the highest type of bliss. Thus the Swamy imparted wis-
dom to Meghamuni. Meghamuni, on his part, was ashamed of his previous self-esteem and now
began to move among his fellow monks without any reservation and in order to follow Jina-Dharma,
began to travel all over the country.
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84 SAMYAK DARSHANA - JINA DHARMA (THE RIGHT VISION - THE DUTY OF A JAINA)

Shrt Mahavira Swamy then explained the nature of Soul (Atma Tattva) to the disciples
assembled before him. He told them that Atma (Jiva) is not confined to a part of the body
but spreads all over it as a part and parcel of it. Consciousness is an inner quality of the body
and it is immanent in every cell of the body from where it shines forth. He explained that
the mind craves after the experiences of the senses and thus takes shelter in the body. For
this reason a true monk should adopt the Spirit of Renunciation and should discard both
happiness and unhappiness. He should forget the past, stop thinking about the future and
should concentrate his mind upon the present. We should break all bonds of Karma (the
results of action) and should activate the mind towards what is permanent. Then the disci-
ples wanted to know how the bonds of Karma could be cut. Shri Mahavira Swamy replied
that the conscious following of the practice of non-violence will automatically lead to the
severing of all bonds of Karma (action as well as inaction). The standards of Ahimsa -
respect for life - are different from one Ashrama (also, stage of life, way of life) to another.
Therefore for an ordinary Grihastha (householder), Ahimsa means abstinence from tortur-
ing other creatures. For a Sanyasi (a monk) the same spirit of Ahimsa becomes the central
principle of existence, to the exclusion of all other activities. This path gradually leads to
the realisation of Self. So, Ahimsa is the only staircase that leads up to the ennobled and
ultimate state of Omniscience. Then the disciples requested the Swamy to prescribe for
them a way of life that would make Ahimsa the Central Principle and that (which) is called

Jina Dharma. Then the Swamy preached Jina Dharma to the disciples as follows:
1. Do not torture any living being.
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Do not enslave any living creature.

Do not appropriate any living creature as an item of property (human or animal)
Do not cause discomfort to any living creature.

Do not kill any creature

Conquer Anger

Do not acquire or store

Do not be afraid of anything - of ill-health or of old age or even of death.
Do not lead a frivolous or flippant life.

Do not entertain evil thoughts

Always utter the truth

Conquer the senses.

Always set Moksha as your Goal

Be satisfied with whatever you have - do not crave after another’s property or pos-
session.

Do not steal

Always be ready to relinquish everything (at a moment’s notice)

Check the extremities of the mind and the senses - the aberrations and their ex-
cesses.

“SAMYAG-DARSANA-JNANA-CHARITRANI MOKSA-MARGAHA”

Having laid down these principles the Swamy immediately entered the state of medita-
tion. The disciples then took the hint and dispersed from there in the direction of their
cottages.
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85 SHRAMANA BHAGAWAN MAHAVIRA SWAMY IN KSHATRIYAKUND

Thus making holy all the cities, towns and Janapadas (colonies of people), Shramana
Bhagawan Mahavira Swamy travelled in the direction of his native place Kshatriyakund
and arrived there in course of time. The local people gave him a grand and hearty welcome.
As the Swamy was seated in Samavasarana and was preaching to the crowds, his daughter
Priyadarshani and son-in-law Jamali visited the Swamy and bowed to him. In the eyes of
Swamy all are equal. He taught Jaina Sutras (Principles) and Angas (Sub-Principles) to
Jamali. The Swamy noticed that Jamali was eager to learn and that he was eager to write
commentaries (or interpretations) on Jaina Sutras and was intent upon going into the midst
of the people with a view to spreading these principles among them. The Swamy noticed
that Jamali had devotion and deep desire to discharge this task. So, he blessed Jamali and
accepted Jamali and his wife (the daughter of the Swamy himself) into the orders of Shravaka
and Shravika respectively. In order to accompany the Swamy Jamali and Priyadarshana
had to leave Kshatriyakund.
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86 THE STORY OF SHRI ANANDA
(A HOUSEHOLDER DISCIPLE OF SHRMANA BHAGAWAN MAHAVIRA)

A fact that not only monks but also householders are exalted to Avadhijnana or
Ateendriya Veekshana (Supra-Sensory Sight) provided they follow Dharma (the code of
conduct with purity of mind) is well illustrated by the following story.

At that time, Shramana Bhagawan Mahaviraswamy, accompanied by his Ganadharas
(Chief Disciples), was moving through Vanijyagram, the capital of Lichhivi Rulers. Near
this place there was a Chaitya named Dvipalasa. The Swamy was seated there and was
discoursing. In Vanijyagram there lived a famous businessman by name Ananda. He was
amultifaceted personality, besides being the richest of the people in the Kingdom. His wife
was Sivananda. Ananda observed that the minds of townsmen were purified with the
preachings of the Swamy. So, he wanted to pay a visit to the Swamy. Accompanied by his
wife and entourage, Ananda went to the Chaitya with great fan-fare. When Ananda reached
the spot the Swamy was preaching ‘Upasaka Dasaha’ meant for practice by a Grihastha.
The preaching was punctuated with very interesting and relevant comparisons, and those
gathered were listening to the discourse with rapt attention. When the Swamy’s glance fell
upon Ananda the merchant was filled with an instant desire to receive Jaina Grihasthamya
Dharmas (the duties of Jain Householder), as his wordly attachments were snapped with
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that single glance of the Swamy which lasted only for fraction of a second. Thus reformed,
Ananda now approached the Swamy and bowed to him. He then expressed his readiness to
follow the five Anuvrathas, the three Gunavrathas and the four Siksha Vrathas meant for a
Grihastha to follow. The Swamy took pity upon him and administered to him the vow of a
Shramanopasaka. After going back home, Ananda distributed a part of his property among
his children and the rest of it he distributed among the citizens of Vanijyagram as an act of
charity. He left the city and took up abode in a cottage in a neighbouring village.
Shramanopasaka Ananda was thus well entrenched in his sincere effort to realise his true
Self (Atma Sakshatkara) and in this course his progress was speedy and steadfast.
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87 THE SANKALPA SIDDHI OF SHRAMANOPASAKA ANANDA
AND SPAMPOORNA SIDDHI OF GAUTHAMA INDRABHOOTI

Ananda who was thus practising the disciplines meant for Jnana Siddhi wa soon blessed
with success and with the grace of the teacher (Lord Mahavira) attained Supra Sensory
Sight. Because of the various rigours of fasting and penances Shramanopasaka Ananda
became completely emaciated. Just at that time Gauthama Indrabhooti the chief of the
disciples of Shramana Bhagawan Mahavira Swamy was moving through the town begging
for alms. Then he heard people discussing the vow of penances and fasting Ananda was
following. His mind was partly filled with doubt and partly with curiosity. So to satisfy his
ambivalent feelings, Gauthama Indrabhooti reached the hermitage, where Ananda was
practising his rigours. Ananda recognised Gauthama Indrabhooti from afar and paid his
obeisance from the spot where he was scated. He then expressed his inability to get up,
move towards and pay proper respects to Gauthama Indrabhooti - because of his emaciated
condition, and begged for forgiveness. He beckoned to Gauthama Indrabhooti to come near
him. Then the two holy men conversed with each other and during this conversation
Shramanopasaka Ananda casually informed Gauthama Indrabhooti that he was able to look
at objects at a distance of five hundred yojanas away (4000 miles) from him. Gauthama
Indrabhooti doubted the claim,for it was his belief that such powers are impossible of
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attainment by a Householder. He then advised Ananda to perform certain propitiatory rites
to negate the evil effect of a false claim. He then left the spot and went to where Mahavira
Swamy was in Dhyana and 1n this state itself the latter knew about the arrival of Gauthama
Indrabhooti and also what had happened betwen him and Shramanopasaka Ananda. As
soon as Indrabhooti came near the Swamy, the latter opened his eyes and told Gauthama
Indrabhooti that what he had thought and done had been wrong. It is quite possible even for
a householder to atain Supra-Sensory Sight, according to the Swamy. He informed Gauthama
Indrabhooti that Shramanopasaka Ananda had attained these powers quite easily and for the
sin of doubting such a sincere effort and attainment, he Gauthama Indrabhooti himself must
make atonement. Gauthama Indrabhooti obediently carried out the Swamy’s instructions
and returned to him followed by his associates. He was curious to know what further
successes were in store for Ananda. The Swami, in reply, informed that Shramanopasaka
Ananda would reach Heaven after his death, would attain divinity and after all these holy
rewards have been spent, would be reborn as a human being in the country of Mahavideha.
He would also become an Arhantha. In this way, the Swamy with his Avadhijnana forecast
the future of Shramanopasaka Ananda.

“GOYAMA, MAHAVIDEHE VASE SIJJIHI”

Gauthama Indrabhooti for his part attained Sampoornajnana as a result of this experience.
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88 SWAMY SENDS GUATHAMA INDRABHOOTI TO DEVASHARMA

Thus making hallowed the various places that he traversed with the holy dust of his
lotus feet, Shramana Bhagawan Mahavira Swamy reached Apapapuri (present day Pavapuri
near Patna) from Rajagriha. Then Swami called Gauthama Indrabhooti to his side and
informed him that there was a Brahmin by name Devasharma in a nearby village and that he
Gauthama Indrabhooti should go there and give him the Alms of Jnana (impart Jnana)
without fail. Gauthama Indrabhooti, who was bent upon fulfilling the Swamy’s wish as a
command went to this village wherein Devasharma was living. Then he imparted (to)
Devasharma the essence of Jaina Principles, the meaning and vow of fasting, Parjusanas
and also related to him the life history of Shramana Bhagawan Mahavira Swamy. At the
end he also taught the Brahmin certain facts about the greatness of the practice of non-
violence. Devasharma on his part, was inspired by the teachings and also by listening to the
episode of Chandakausika. However he had a doubt regarding a point of behaviour. He
wanted to know, if, when he is roaming in the forest, he is encountered by a serpent, he
should kill it or be killed by it (bitten by it). Then Gauthama Indrabhooti gave him a very
enlightening reply. He observed that he would not wish that such a holy person as Devasharma
should be bitten by a poisonous serpent, but since this human body is mortal and is destined
to come to dust one day or the other, the development of attachment to the body is not a
proper attitude. Therefore, to preserve this mortal body (for a few more days), it is not
befitting for an enlightened being to take the life of another creature (here in this case the
serpent). According to Gauthama Indrabhooti, it is more sinful to kill a creature which is
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very fond of its own body and wants to preserve it any cost. Finally the point driven home
is that a person sincerely trying to realise his true self should give up his life tc save the life
of a fellow creature.

While he was teaching Devasharma the above stated truths, Shramana Bhagawan
Mahavira Swamy himself appeared before the mind’s eye of Gauthama Indrabhooti. It was
a vision seen 1n the direction of the sky and Indrabhooti Gauthama felt that the Swamy was
preaching something to him. Now, Indrabhooti Gauthama lifted up his head and saw the
vision of the Swamy just in front of himself.

The Swamy then gave the analogy of a ripe fruit, which when it is ripe enough
naturally falls to the ground without any external force being applied to it. So also a ripe old
man gives up his body when he is ready to give up all his functions. He warned that one
should always be aware of this truth and should be careful about straying away from the
Truth, Just as a dew drop hanging down from a tip of a leaf, is ready to be pulled down by
the gravitational force any fraction of a moment, so also, human life is also brittle and a man
must be prepared to go, when the time comes. He warned that one should always be aware
of this truth and should be careful about straying away from the Truth Then the Guru exhorted
Gauthama Indrabhooti to hasten, now, at this time, when he, divested of all earthly bonds
has been crossing the Sea of Samsara, ready to reach the shore at any moment. "Oh! Gauthama
Indrabhooti, hasten! And reach the other shore to attain Kevalajnana, be Careful", said the
Swamy. Gauthama Indrabhooti could hear these words ciearly. But he was perplexed - the
timing of this exhortation baffled him. The full meaning eluded him. So he ran post-haste

towards Apapapuri to get his doubts cleared.






89. THUT WA HETHR Ty &1 f=ior

g a1 IS 1 N A, AT 96, Bl TR BT STHERAT A o o | @l aremmgd
(AT H T g U7 % SR e H SO SAfem Were (4 | agt el A, Al o]
Gz o Tl AT oh e G o ol 31 agl | wrt A Sent g gee (9 aienn) & et
9 el 89 WA= & | IR 3T WA | 36 TR Fal - RAged @l ATH SATeHT &1 3R = 4d
TET S 3R A A AR TR e, Aeeh G G o1 &, 78 Fef Tgrite o arefid § s 3 feafa
% AR H T - I 2 1 B STe 81 ¢ | 98 A A T @ feufa A R o A 9t it 2 ok
TR B | FEATA M E | T8 T 1 The 8 3TR 7 A1 hIell | SHHT a1 T i o7 T2 8 3 A a et
TR ] AF SR TE] § A1 HH T 81 &, Iaeh (ol IuHg (B i 712 481 ¢ ; 92 30F{ &
fermn feredt o 2y foafer o Tl B | 20 v gl were A g mon W HereR st s
900 TTRAAT, 3§00 0 AL, 300 STUHATRITT $4Q 00 TR, 394000 AT HY
BIEH I HITBTHERZT i AT H T=gAT & Fad 150 8 @d @nag faior we e |zl & g
TEN Bl &l 375 A 30 3F-T0T-AfEA TOTTH ek goueh {3 dTex SeRT ST R | S %
fearfor o wsh [T 6 2 M 2] e e FR T & IR UedT 3R AT W 7 3 6

89 THE NIRVANA OF SHRAMANA BHAGAWAN MAHAVIRA SWAMY

That was the fourth month of the rainy season, the fortnight was the 7". The date was
Amavasya (15" of the waning fortnight) of the holy month of Karthika. The Swamy was
camping in Apapapuri at the office of the Scribes belonging to King Hasthipala. That was
the last discourse made by the Swamy; on that day, the rulers of Kasi, Kausala,
Mallika,Licchivi countries came there to listen to the Swamy. The Swamy explained to
them the character and attainments of a Siddha, a liberated Soul. When an Atman attains
Siddhi, the five elements cannot touch it (taint it), and so return to their sources. This state
cannot be imagined because it is beyond the powers of the mind to conceive it. It is neither
tall nor short, neither curved nor straight; neither black nor white; neither masculine nor
feminine. It is not an embodiment. It has no attachments to any objects. It is not affected
by any acts. No other thing can be compared to it. It has no shape and it has a state that may
be explained as an inexplicable state. Thus Shramana Bhagawan Mahavira Swamy gave a
lengthy discourse at this place for the last time in his life and attained Moksha. Thronging

- the place were 14000 Monks, 36,000 Sanyasins (nuns), 1300 Hermits, 1,59,000 Shravakas
besides 3,18,000 Shravikas, plunging all these people into sorrow, the Swamy gave up his
physical body and the Moon was in conjunction with Star Svathi. It was night time. When
the Swamy thus became a Siddha and rose to his Heavenly Abode, Indra came forth along
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with his Heavenly hosts, bowed to the Swamy and took him in his Pushpaka Vimana (the
Heavenly Plane). One minute after the Nirvana of the Swamy, Gauthama Indrabhooti came
running to the place. He began to bitterly lament the fact that he was not by the side of the
Swamy, when he gave up his body. Now Gauthama Indrabhooti bowed again and again to
the Supreme Attainment of the Swamy and was immediately blessed with Kevalajnana as a
result. The kings who were assembled there were extremely sad at the Swamy’s Nirvana
and observed that since the Atmajyothi (The Light of the Self) has left this earth, they would
light ordinary earthern lamps. Then they inaguarated the tradition “Parabhoga Poshadha”
the festival of row of lamps and thus brought into being the Vira-Nirvana Sakha.

VICTORY, VICTORY, VICTORY UNTO SHRAMANA BHAGAWAN
MAHAVIRA.
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