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PREFACE.

Satmardnganasitradhiva is a work on architecture, It
mceans, literally, an architect of human dwellings and deals with
the planning of towns and villages, building of houses, halls
and palaces as well as miachines of varions kinds.

The edition ix buased on the following three manuseripts:-

(3} The manascript warked F, belonging to the
Central  Library, Baroda, which runs up to a
certutu  portion in  the &2nd adbyaya but is
wanting in 19 folios; and which was copicd, as
mentioned n the colophon, in Samvat 1504,

(2 The manuaseript marked ®, helonging to the same
Rbrary, which runs up to a portion in the 55th
adhynya, ’

3y The mnuscript marked 7, obtained on loun
from the Bhandar at Pattan, which runs up to
a portion of the $9th adhyaya but is wanting in
10 foltos and which appears to be of the same
age as the first,

These manuscripts are full of errors and not very legible,
To examine thewm for the press was u very difficult task. The
first 54 adhyayrs are now issued as the first volume while the
remaining adhyayas are in the press and will be published
betore long as the second volume,

An exhaustive table of contents is prefixed to this volume
a perusal of which will give an idea of all the subjects imbedded
in if.

The work treats of the construction of eities, palaces and
mansicns with greater clearness of expression and wealth of
detaile than any other available work of Silpa Sastra. The 31ist
chapter contains acsceriptions of various kinds of machines that
are not found in other Silpa works, such as the elephunt machine
(asgea), wooden bird-inachine travelling in the sky (FmaRiy -
g¥a79), wooden vimana machine flying in the air (airmmmﬁ{m‘«
agfmAae), door -keeper machine (ARNIZT3), soldier machine
(F93:9) et
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‘e I gedl 9%y wseA 0diAR |
AL YN ITHENSETIACRGE: )
WqEg fqemgEdr gEta ¥ w@fa = 4
Y a1 aReET a1 gun awAshy ar i
Te§dAderensa gty wa: |

“tegreny RgIagy tTghaged favm aw |
I (@IHAACHT SIDATIRAATST qIAI )
AAET: TEIETER IR SN RHIATAST |
GAEAIA: TRATNTT A P FITAL AR 39, U
XOIHE GIARIEd AT CIRITATAY
AIRHIT FFYT U Sracasq IRIHAN. TS FA’ 13

Generally, the lunguage of the extant Silpn works is
ungrammaticaly but the present work is free from grammstical
solecismsand written mostly in a swees and beautiful style.
The work will prove to be of immense benefis to students of
Indian architecture as well as to those who wish to follow it
in practice.

The aathor of the work, as mentioned in it, s Maharaja=
dhiraja Sri Bhojadeva who is probably the swme Bhoja of
Dhara who ruled over Malwa in the first part of the 11th
century A. D.and to whom many important works are ascribed
‘such as, Sringhraprakdsa (Alankars) and Saraswattkantha-
bharana {V yakarana).

T. Ganapatl Sastri.
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