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The Girl who came back from the Dead

In ancient times there was a beautiful girl, the daughter of
a good man, a woman among women, rare in here loveliness and
in the delicacy of her nature.

When she was of marriageable age, three young men,
each apparently of the highest capacities and of great promise,
sought her hand.

Having decided that they were of equal merit, the father
left the final choice to her.

But months passed and the girl did not seem to be making
up her mind.

And one day she suddenly fell ill. Within a few hours she
was dead.

The three young men, united in grief, took her body to a
cemetery and buried it in the deepest of silent agony.

The first youth made the graveyard his home, spending
his nights there in sorrow and meditation, unable to understand
the workings of the fate which had taken her away.

The second youth took to the roads and wandered through-
out the world in search of knowledge, as a fakir.

The third young man spent his time in consoling the be-
reaved father.

Now the youth who had become a fakir, in his journeyings
came across a certain place where a man repute in uncanny arts
resided. Continuing his search for knowledge, he presented him-
self at the door, and was admitted to the table of the master of the
house.

When the host invited him to eat, he was about to start
the meal when a small child started to cry. It was the grandson of
the wise man.
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The sage picked up the boy and threw him into a fire.

The fakir jumped up and started to leave the house, crying
out : ‘Infamous demons ! 1 have had my share of the sorrows of
the world already, but this crime surpasses those of all recorded
history !’

‘Think nothing of it’, said the master of the house, ‘for
simple things appear otherwise when there is an absence of knowl-
edge.’

So saying, he recited a formula and waved a strange
emblem, and the boy walked out of the fire, unharmed.

The fakir memorized the words and the design, and the
next morning was on his way back to the cemetery where his
beloved was buried.

In less time than it takes to tell, the maiden stood before
him, fully restored to life.

She went back to her father, while the youths desputed as
to which of them had earned her hand.

The first said : ‘I have been living in the graveyard, keep-
ing, through my vigils, contact with her, guarding her spirit’s needs
for earthly support.’

The second said : “You both ignore the fact that it was I
who actually travelled the world in search of knowledge, and who
ultimately brought her back to life.’

The third said : ‘I have grieved for her, and like a hus-
band and son-in-low 1 hav_e lived here, consoling the father, and
helping with his upkeep.’

They appealed to the girl herself. She said :

‘He who found the formula to restofe me was a humani-
tarian; he who looked after my father acted as a son to him; he
who lay beside my grave-he acted like a lover. I will marry him.’

(From : The way of the Sufi, P. 136-37-38)
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The Most Serious Question of All

Provided he makes and wins an argument about Buddhism
with those who live there, any wandering monk can remain in a
Zen temple. If he is defeated, he has to move on.

In a temple in the northern part of Japan two brother
monks were dwelling together. The elder one was learned, but the
younger one was stupid and had but one eye.

A wandering monk came and asked for lodging, properly
challenging them to a debate about the sublime teaching. The
elder brother, tired that day from much studying, told the younger
one to take his place. “Go and request the dialogue in silence,” he
cautioned.

So the young monk and the stranger went to the shrine
and sat down.

Shortly afterward the traveller rose and went in to the
elder brother and said : “Your young brother is a wonderful fel-
low. He defeated me.”

“Relate the dialogue to 'me,” said the elder one.

“Well,” explained the traveller, “first I held up one finger,
representing Buddha, the enlightened one. So he held up two fin-
gers, signifying Buddha and his teaching. I held up three fingers,
representing Buddha, his teaching, and his followers, living the
harmonijous life. Then he shook his clenched fist in my face,
indicating that all three come from one realization. Thus he won

and so I have no right to remain here.” With this, the traveller
left. '

“Where is that fellow ?” asked the younger one, running
in to his elder brother.

“T understand you won the debate.”
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“Won nothing. I'm going to beat him up.”
“Tell me the subject of the debate,” asked the elder one.

“Why, the minute he saw me he held up one finger, in-
sulting me by insinuating that I have only one eye. Since he was
a stranger I thought I would be polite to him, so I held up two
fingers, congratulating him that he has two eyes. Then the impo-

_lite wretch held up three fingers, suggesting that between us we
only have three eyes. So I got mad and started to punch him, but
he ran out and that ended it !”

Mumon’s comment : The stranger is like the wise theo-
logian who preaches the death of God. Although his words are
most eloquent his degree of attainment is obvious. The one-eyed
brother of attainment is obvious. The one-eyed brother is like the
pious churchman who worships God and asks him to solve his
problems. His motives are pure but his one eye is a handicap.
Now suppose you were to decide the winner of this debate. If -
your decision is correct the death of God will be a joke too funny
to laugh at. On the other hand, if you cannot choose between the
two no God will be powerful enough to save you from your fate.

Is God dead or not ?

This is the most serious question of all.
If you say yes or no,

You lose your own Buddha-nature.

‘The Gospel nerording to Zen.’

Edited By
Robert Sohl And Audrey Carr
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Taking any route, starting from anywhere

At any time or at any season

It would always be the same, you would have to put off
Sense and notion. you are not here to verify,

Instruct yourself, or inform curiosity

Or carry report, you are here to kneel

Where prayer has been valid.
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