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A2 AL
APPRECIATIONS

[1]
India is Proud of Him

Your wonderful control over your memory and your amazing great
talents- are the subjects of pride for India.
: Sir Philip Chetwood
12th December,  Ex. Commander—in-Chief
‘1934, of India

[2]
Complete Satisfaction and all Success.

Having presided over a public demonstration which Prof. Dhirajlal
'T. Shah gave of his memory feats on Sunday the 16th April, I have
pleasure in certifying that the 100 items of memory feats which were
on the programme were gone through by Prof. Shah to the complete
satisfaction of the audience. The general opinion at the end of the
‘day’s proceedings was that Prof. Shah had fulfilled the best expectation
of the audience that morning.

I wish Prof. Shah all success.

Bombay, Purushottamdas Thakurdas
26th April, 1939,

[3]
Much Impressed by the Powers of Memory and Mind

‘This is to certify that I was much impressed with the exhibition
of the powers of memory and mind which Prof. Dhirajlal T. Shah
displayed as a SHATAVADHANI at the very successful public perfor-
mance given by him at the Sir Cowasji Jehangir Hall, Bombay, on the
10th January, 1942. over which I presided.

Bombay, -Pranlal Devkaran Nanjee
16th January, 1942.



84 | | 204ri- 420
[4)

Amazed and Hearty Congratulations

I witnessed your Shatavadhan demonstration at Sir Cowasji Jehangir
Hall on the 10th instant They were much amazing. I had never seen
such demonstration. Your memory powers and your mathematical
calculations were most astonishing.

I beartily congratulate you for the developments of your talents.
Bombay, Manilal B. Nanavat
16th January 1942. Deputy Governor of the
Reserve Bank of India.

[5]
Exceptional Powers, Fascinating Feats,
Excellent Treat & Marvellous Accurcy.

Thisis to certify that Mr. Dhirajlal Tokershi Shah possesses exceptional
powers of ccncentration, of attaention, and can show fascinating feats
of memory in public before audiences interested in such feats. He
gave an excellent treat to a meeting under the auspices of the Baroda
Sahitya Sabha on 8-8-1934. He could reproduce with marvellous
accuracy sentences of which disconnected portions were given to him
while arithmetical figures also were being so given, and while he was
listening to a story in a similar way, and attending to names of birds
mentioned to him and words from languages like Sanskrit and French,
and minding several other items to be remembered in a similar way.
Such things mentioned to him in any awkward, disorderly way one
after the other were in the end reproduced before the audience in the
proper order, while his attention had interruptions in story—telling and
story-listening in the middle.

I attended to feats of memory performed by different men on
different occasions, but I was never so well impressad on previous
occasions as I was on this occasion when I saw Mr. Shah’s feats. Mr.
Shah deserves recognition and encouragement by all who feel interested
in the Avadhan Prayogas (Feats of meméry and concentration).

. A. K. Trivedi
Baroda, Professor of Philosophy, Baroda
7-12-1934 _ College, and President—Baroda
Sahitya Sabha-Baroda.
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[6]
A Symbol of Human Efforts.

The belief that a man’s powers are endowed by nature only is
not correct. A man can develop his powers by his own efforts. Shri
Dhirajlal Shah has proved that fact. He has developed his powers to
such an extent that he can remember 100 things at a time. Shri
Dhirajlal Shah should be considered a symbol of human-efforts. Every-
body should admire his perseverence, industriousness and capabilities.
B(;mbay, ' _ Amratlal Sheth
13-1-1942. Editor : Janmabhoomi.

(7]
Unimaginable & Marvellous powers
I'very well remember your AVADHAN PRAYOGAS performed
at Ghatakopar. I have been greatly impressed by your powers, calm-
ness modesty and. humbleness. What unimaginable and marvellous
powers a man can possess have been very well demonstrated by your
Prayogas. I wish you greater and greater success.

Bormbay . Jamnadas Mehta
19-1-1937. Mayor of Bombay
[8]

A Worthy Son of India

. We had the pleasure of attending two meetings in Calcutta in
which wonderful powers of mental retention and reproduction were
exhibited by the Shatavadhani Pandit Shri Dhirajlal Tokershi Shah
of Bombay. In our ancient Yoga Shastras, we came across accounts
of Super-ordinary attainments of mental powers, from Pandit Dhirajlal,
we had an actual demonstration of some of these...........................
........................ The above demonstrations of the Pandit show how
limited is the scope of the present day empirical psychology and how
a vast region of mental capacities lies unexplored beyond the ken of
the modern psychologists.

We wish 2 long and happy life to the Pandit who is really a
worthy son of India.
Calcutta, Harisatya Bhattacharya
27-3-1935. MA,BL.PhD.
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9]

Marvellous Feats & Faultless Accuracy

I had great pleasure to know Shri Dhirajlal Tokershi Shah of
Bombay who demonstrated before me his marvellous feats of keeping
in mind a number of boys working with complicated mathematical
problems and state on spot the results of each with faultless accuracy.
He is a giant in retaining in fixed memory a number of problems
simultaneously. His natural gift in naming articles by mere touch is
really deserving high credit. 1 pray a day may dawn when his talent
is made known to many parts of the world. _

Baroda, ' T. G. Gajjar
20-12-1949. Handwriting Expert,
C.LLD.B.P. Pocna

[10]
Spell-Bound the Audience by Unique and Admirable Proficiency.

Under the auspices of the Jain Sangh of Vijapur, Mr. Dhirajlal
T. Shah of Ahmedabad performed one hundred feats of memory
commonly known as Shatavadhan. He held the audience spell bound
for four hours...He is a man of versatile activities. ...He took to this
branch of the science very recently. However his proficiency in the
subject is unique and admirable...... This science of Avadhan is very
old though its scholars are very rare It is one of the several ‘glories
of ancient India; though it is less known to the west. - ,

I wish in him, a master of Sahasravadhan and win laurels in
India and abroad. '

Ramchandra J. Amin

29-9-1935. B.A (Hon.),LLB M.L.C. (Baroda)

[11]
Attractive and Excellent
Under the orders of His Highness the Maharaja Saheb, I have
pleasure in saying that Mr. Dhirajlal Tokershi Shah, Avadhankar had
given performances of Avadhan before His Highness the Maharaja
Saheb, Officers of the State, prominent guests and citizens of Dhara-
mpur. Amongst the items of the programme, the talent of saying



wafea ak

multiplied figures by means of mathematical calculations was attractive.
Besides these, there were several other items such as telling of exact
birthdate, origin of panchdhatu, composing of prosody were equally
exccllent. His Highness the Maharaja Saheb and the audience were
much pleased by his performance. On the whole Mr. Shah seems to
be well-versed in his art and deserves all encouragement.
Dharampur Bhogilal J. Mody
22-1-1935. Personal Assistant to
H, H Maharaja Saheb
- of Dharampur State.

[12]
Extremely Interesting & Admirable,

The performance of *“ Shatavadhan ” you have given on the 26th
of last month was extremely interesting to mie as well asto all present.
I may say that you have considerably trained to achieve such astage.
I believe the peak of the varied programme was when you repeated
at the end the eight sentences in eight different European Languages,
- though the spelling and meaning were strange to you.

. There is every reason to admire.
' Bombay, ' P. O. Dzuebenski
4-1-1937. ' Froprietor of the “ Showtrust.”

[13]
_ Extraordinary Powers Of Memory.

Shatavadhani Pt. Dhirajlal Tokershi Shah gave a demonstration
of his powers at Bidasar on 5th November, 1939, in the presence of
a very big audience and surprised us by his extraordinary powers of
memory. He could remember correctly the slokas and passages from
different places and different languages given to him in different order
and he reproduced them in the correct order. Western and Eastern
scholars and psychologists may be very interested in his achievements
and may get ample materials for research and study. '
Calcutta, Chhogmal Chopda
18-12-1939. Honorary Secretary,

The Jain Swetamber
Terapanthi Sabha.
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[14]
Completely Baffling and Marvellous,

Professor Shah, the Well-Kncwn Practitioner of mental control,
gave a remarkable demcnstration of his mental powers to a crowded
audience. About 1hree sccre people asked the Professor a great number
of questions on differcnt subjects. His answers to all these were so
accurate zrd ¢xzctirg as to ccrpletely baffle the ordinaty mortal. His
control and concentration was nothirg short of marvellous.

Karachi, : “ Karachi Daily”
23-9=1917, - .

[15]
Audience Held Spell-Bound,

Mr. Dhirajlal T. Shah, a well-known Jain writer and Editor of
“Jain Jyoti” of Ahmedabad performed 100 extraordinary feats of
memory popularly known in India as “ Shatavadhan” before a large
public gathering on (9th instant here (i. e., at Bijapur). The whale
audience was held spell bound for nearly four hours. High tributes were
paid to him by the President of the occasion. A gold medal was awarded
to him by the Jain Sangh.

3 10-193¢ « Bombay Chronicle”

[16]
Scholars & Examiners Wonderstruék.

Uuder the Chairmanship of the Editor of “ Vishwamitra ”, Shri
Mulchandraji Agraval, the emiment Gujarati Scholar, Shri Dhirajlal
Shah, of Bombay gave a performance of Shatavadhan at the local
Hall of the Royal Asiatic Society and al the scholars and examiners
attending the performance were wonderstruck at the feats of Shatavadhan.

Calcntta, L Vishwamitfa »
21-3-1955. Calcutta
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[17]

Great Intellectual & Entertaining Value,

‘1 witnessed a psychic demonstration of memory and concentration
presented by “ Shatavadhani ” Pdt. Shri D. T. Shah of Bombay, at
the Royal Asiatic Society Hall, Calcutta, on Sunday, the 20th March,
1055, and do hereby certify that the items presented were of a very
" high order. T take this opportunity of mentioning that his remembering
the calender from 1901, remembering and putting in order a senteace
in any language of the world and finding and locating a missing
article, had great intellectual and entertaining value. May he be given
the opportunity of giving similar performances in other places.

Calcutta
3-4=1955, . " Prince Orma

| [18]
Our Country Should Be Proud Of Such a Talented Person,

I had the opportunity of witnessing a very interesting and educas
five demonstration of outstanding memory test of Shatavadhani Shri
Dhirajial Tokershi Shah of Bombay. Shri Shah is not only a reputed
research student of Jainology but he has alsoan extraordisary developed
memory and he demonstrated before learned audience at Asiatic
‘Society of Bengal His ability of answering large digits of mathematical
calculations and other memory tests were really worth noting by all
scholars. He also explained the method as to how one can develop
his memory to such an extent. Our country should be proud of such
a talented person.

1 wish him a long and dedicated life for furtherance of the
development of the country.

_ Bijoy Singh Nahar
Calcutta. : General Secretary
21-3-1955 West Bengal Pradesh

Congress Committee.
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[19]
Something Remarkable

Prof. D. T. Shah popularly known as ‘ Shatavdhani’ performed
some memory feats before a mecting held under our auspices on the
13th April 1939. We had heard or read about such remarkable people
but Prof Shah’s demonsiration of memory feats showed uvs that he was
a living example before our eyes. It was something remarkable, which
pleased us all. His mental faculties are acute and repeated correctly
apswers to our questions in French, Sanskrit, Gujrati and English, and
even told the correct day of birth date of two of cur members. We all wish
him every success and he deserves encouragement in his endeavours. .- -

C. B Shethma OBE,JP.

19-4--39 Hon. Treasurer
The Bombay Presidency Adult Education
Association.
[20]

A good deal of community service -

The whole of the programme carried out here, was not only a
success on your side, but it has given a valuable credit to the Rotary
Club of Godbra. Your lectures arranged at College, high schools and
at other places has given a new sight to the people of Godhra and
we are greatly satisfied that the Rotary Club of Godhra has rcndcred
a good deal of community service through you.

S..L. Talati
President
20-12- 67 Rotary Club of Godhra

[21]
India can boast of men and women with remarkable gifts for
listening and remembering 100 items at a time. Shri Dhirajlal Shah
obviously belongs to this gifted class of people. ’

Bhakt Vatsalam
Chief Minister of Madras.
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[22]

It gives me pleasure to know it is proposed to honour pandit
Dhirajlal Shah, one of the reputed scholars of India and to confer on
him the title of ‘ Saraswati Varada putra’ and ‘* Mantra Manishi .

Hon’ble Shri K. C Reddy
Governor of Madhya pradesh,
Bhopal.

_ [23]
I have known Shatavdbani Pandit Shri Dhirajlal Shah. He deserves
congratylations for ‘exploring the heights that India has reached in
Mathematics and explaining them to the modern generations.

Hon’ble Shri K K. Shah
Minister for Health, Family Planning etc.

Government of India,
New Delhi.

. [24]

Pandit Dhirajlal Shah is a noted research scholar and gifted
literateur. He has rendered valuable services by writing a unique book
entitled ‘Mantra Divakar’ on India’s ancient science of Mantra.

Hon’ble Shri V. P. Naik
Chief Minister, Maharashtra,
Bombay.

3

[25]

Pandit Dhirajlal Shah is now well-known not only in Gujrat but
also in the other parts of the ccuntiy as a ‘Shatavdhani’. He has a
large number of books to his credit on subjects ranging from Mathe-
matics to Philosophy and folklores. His ‘Mantra Divakar’ is the latest
- addition to more than 350 publications from his pen and I have no
doubt, he will be a worthy successor to the earlier ones.

Shri K M. Munshi
Kulpati, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan
Bombay.
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TRIBUTE FROM
Hon'ble Shri Babubhai 4. Patel

Chief Minister of Gujarat

I am one of those who have had the privilege
of witnessing the marvellous capacity of this great -
Intellectual giant of Gujarat. His contribution for
entichment of our spiritual life also has been
considerable. The numerous publications of Shri
Shah are testimony of his enormous ' capacity,
understanding and transmitting to a vast degree.
[ join you all in felicitating Shri Dhirajlal Shah.

'
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