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Indian Express, Ahmedabad, Bombay

The historic Jain pilgrimage centre of Palitana has overnight become
gay and coloutful to celebrate the reinstallation of 525 ( 504 ) deities in
the newly-constructed temple on Mt Shatrunjay.

The religions festivities in this 1200 year-old town at the foot of
the hills has already attracted more than 15000 pilgrims from the far
corners of the country. And motre are arriving by buses and trains to get
a glimpse of the consecration of the old idols, scheduled to be held tomorrow.

The ceremony will be held for the first time in 450 years.

An impressive pre-installation procession-Jalyatra was taken out today.
( Ahmedabad, 7-2-"76)

Amid chants of Jain Slokas and religions music, some 525 (504 )
idols of Jain deities were installed here to-day at the newly constructed
temple on Mount Shatrunjay.



YRfEe 30 aewoufiedl ao? ulas-uian | [ 4]

At 9-36 a,m. Maharaj Kastursurishwarji performed the installation
ceremony in the central tower of the new temple. The devotees, who
paid 2 handsome amount of Rs. 12 lakhs to earn the right of installation,
performed similar ceremonies at the 52 cubicles surrounding the main towet.

The courtyard of the temple constructed on the ninth tier atop the
1600-foot  Shatrunjay, was filled with the thin smoke of incense-sticks,
flowers and colourfully dressed men and women. Red and white silk
flags were unfurled on every cubicle and the majn tower of the temple.

While the monks freely mingled with the privilleged class of about
1000 devotees who were allowed into the temple to perform the installa-
tion, nuns watched the ceremony from the first floor of the temple.

The number of devotees rose to about 25,000 today. They have
come from remote cornets of the country to attend the ceremony which
- is taking place after a lapse of some 450 yeats.

An endless stream of devotees, most of then barefoot, started their
two-and-a-half mill climb up the mount befote sunrise. A specially erected
bamboo gate, covered with while cloth, marked the starting point of the
- holy pilgrimage. { Ahmedabad, 8-2-"76) .

Amid chants of Jain Slokas and religious cheir, some 525 (504) idols
of Jain deities were installed yesterday hete at 2 newly constructed temple
on Mount Shatrunjay. '

As the hands of clock crawled to 36 minutes after nine in the
motning, Maharaja Kastursurishwarji performed the installation ceremony
in the central tower of the new temple. |

Red and. white striped silk flags were unfurled on every cubicle and
the main tower of the temple on brass poles. “ Shikher ”-summits carved
out of stone, were also installed on the top of the sub-temples and the tower.

A marble image of Bhagwan Adinath was embedded on silver in the
central tower. The sub-temples hold other Tirthankar of Jainism.

All the Dharmashalas of the town, boasting of 980 temples, known
since the 12th century, have been filled up to their capacity.

The Pratistha Mahotsav, which began on January 30, has turned the
town into a very active place. The programme, organised by the trust
of Sheth Anandji Kalyanji is heralded by free mass feeding for the past
eight days, ( Bombay, 9-2-776 )
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The Times of India, Ahmedabad, Bombay, Delhi '

Residents of this small hillside town and thousands of pilgtims were
treated to a keleidoscopic spectacle of the quaint, the modern and austere,
as representatives of Jain organisations took out a grand procession to set
the stage for tomorrow, Shii Shatrunjay Mahagiri Pratistha Mahotsav. To-
day’s lavish display was a fitting curtain raiser to the re-installation of 507
(504) idols under one roof. '

Jain histoty was made atop the Shatrunjay hill near this small town
in Bhavnagar districts this morning when 507 (504) idols were re-installed
in a new temple built-at a cost of Rs. 6 lakhs.

It was actually 2 case of history repeating itself on a greater' scale.
For Shatrunjay, known as Tirthadhiraj (king of holy centres) in Jain
lore, had witnessed a similar incident in 1531 "A.D., when several idols
from temples raged down by early Mohammedan invaders were re-installed
by Karma Shah, a zealous functionary from Chitor, after securing a special
firman from Gujarat’s rular, Bahadur Shah.

The temple contains 52 clusters of statues big and small and boasts
of all the features of the other temples—the decorative carved pattetns,
figurines and statues of angels, dancers, musicians, quards representing -
humans and supernatural creatures. ( Bombay, 8—2—’76)

This small town in Bhavnagar district w1tnessed a significant event
in Jain history yesterday when 507 (504 ) 1dols were re-installed in 2 new
temple, built at 2 cost of Rs. 6 lakhs, atop Shatrunjay hill.

It was a case of history repeating itself. For Shatrunjay, described as
“ Tirthadhiraj ” in Jain lore, had witnessed a similar ceremony in 1531,
when several idols from temples razed to the ground by Sultans’ armies
wete re-installed by Karma Shah, a zealous funcrionary from Chittor.

The re-installation was necessitated’ by the haphazard establishment
of temples and installation of idols in the area. The 507 (504) idols were
originally installed at places which did not conform to the requirements

laid down in Jain scriputres. (New Delhi, 9-2~"76)
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- Western Times, Ahmedabad, 8-2-76

Palitana—a city of temples-witnessed a colouriul and marvellous illu-
minations since. last ten days onthe occasion of the re-installation of some
507 (504) Jain idols at a beautiful newly constructed Adinath temple
on the sacred hill of Tirthadhiraj Shatrunjay. Amid chants of Slokas
‘Om punyaham, Om Priyantam’, and a band playing religions songs, the
re-installation ceremony of Jain deities started on  7th February, 1976
exactly after 450 years, at 9-36 a.m. The ceremony of consccrating these
old images was performed by Acharya Maharaj Kastursuriswarii. '

About 25000 Jains flocked on this big momentous occassion and
about 1000 Jain monks and nuns participated in this, biggest ever occasion
in the years to come.
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