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PREFACE,

The number forty-three of the Kashmir
Series of Texts and Studies, which is being
placed now before the students of the Shaiva
philosophy, contains a metrical exposition
by Varadaraja of the Shivasutras. It is at
once clear and concise, as all works bearing
the imprint of the Vartika are expected
to be. Its present edition is based on the
transcript prepared by the departmental
Pandits from the original manuscript kindly
lent out by Pandit Raghunath Godabole, a
renowned Sanskrit scholar from Bombay side.
It is, from the beginning to the end, fraught
with vaffous mistakes.

The preparation of the text, therefore,
seemed at the outset rathér hazardous.
But later on, prompted by the. desire
to Dbring it out, I tried all possible
means of constructing the text. First, I
carefully looked into the quotations from
the Vartika given by the learned scholar
and writer, Bhasvaranandanatha alias
Bhaskararaya, in his commentary on the
Lalitasahasranama. Their condition, I am sorry
to record, is as deplorable as, or worse than,that
of the text I had to handle. What helped me to
steer safely through the blunders and to arrive
at a comparatively better state of the text was ,
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the careful examination of the Shivasutra-
vimarshini, a commentary by Kshemaraja
on the Shivasutras.

Here 1 have to record my thanks
to Rajanaka Maheshvara, a pandit of this
Department, who, as usual, helped me to a
fairly good extent in bringing out the
Shivasutra-vartika of Varadaraja.

Srinagar, Kmr.
July 23, 1925. } Madhusudan Kaul.
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FOREWORD.

Little need be said on the philosophical
contents of the Vartika, as the reader is
already made aware of them in the 8hivasutra-
vimarshini and allied works brought out by
this Department It is written entirely in
the light of the interpretation given to the
S8hivasutras by Kshemaraja in the Shivasutra-
vimarshini. Varadaraja also puts his faith
in the traditional history of the origin of the
Shivasutras.

The Shivasutra-vartika, forming No. 7 of
the Series, by Bhatta Bhaskara who claims
to have inherited an accurate interpretation of
the sutras through a succession of teachers
from Bhatta Kallata, one of the chief
disciples of Vasugupta, differs from the
present one inasmuch as Varadaraja depends
entirely on the interpretation of Kshemaraja.

Both Kshemaraja and Bhatta Bhaskara,
though laying claim to one common source,
differ from each other in their views as to
the meaning of the sutras. In absence of
any extant work on the sutras by Kallata,
it is very difficult to decide which of the
two authors inherited the true traditional
interpretation. = But differences in their
respective expositions lead one to suppose either
that the distance of time, that elapsed



4

between Kallata on the one hand and
Kshemaraja ' and Bhatta Bhaskara on the
other, had distanced the true tradition from
the both or that both the interpretations
existed even at the time of Kallata. A
careful study of the two Vartikas will show
the reader the differences between the two
interpretations of the sutras.

The date of Varadaraja alias Krishnadas,
the author of this work, is not positively
known. All that can be
said with regard to it is
that he lived sometime
before the beginning of the 16th century
A.C. The reason for the assertion is that
Bhaskararaya, the commentator of the
Lalitasahasranama and a contemporary of
Narayana Bhatta, belonged to the latter
half of the same century according to the
statement of Kamalakara Bhatta, the author

of the Nirnayasindbu and grandson to
Narayana Bhatta.

In the closing lines of his Vartika,
Varadaraja gives a short description of his
parentage. He says that

Family comnection of the

author with Bhaskararaya. he was the youngeSt son

of Madhuraja. The appea-
rance of the word ‘raja’ in the names
Madhuraja and Varadaraja on the one hand
and Gambhiraraja and Bhaskararaja on the

The date of tho anthor,
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other tempts one to surmise that all the
four persons named above belonged to the
same family and, therefore, Varadaraja was
one of the uncestors of Bhaskararaja. The
reverent attitude with which Bhaskararaya
refers to him and quotes his passages in
season and out of season in the Bhashya
on the Lalitasabasranama strengthens the
surmise.

Srinagar, Kmr.
2 oy 1925, } Madhusudan Kaul,

*
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