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Beyond Doubt

Acharya Padmasagarsuri

The great Omniscient’ Lord, the last of the twenty four
Thirthankars, the Lord of Lords, Lord MAHAVIRA had eleven
major disciples who are called Ganadharas’. Prior to being Ga-
nadharas, they were eminent scholars of Vedas, but still each
one had some doubt or the other based on the Vedic tenets. In
the very first meeting, (acquaintance), the Lord had their doubts
thoroughly cleared after a discussion and it was this discussion
that came to be popularly known as ‘GanadharaVada.

The Pavapuri city of India today was a great city called
‘Apapa’ in those days. A brahmin named Somil once organized
a very big Yagna i.e. sacrificial ceremony and invited distin-
guished scholars to make the ceremony a great success. Somil
called upon the eleven Brahmin pundits (scholars) who brought
along with them four thousand four hundred students and made
the ceremonial place a very busy and ceremonious one.

Indrabhuti, Agnibhuti, Vayubhuti, Vyaktabhuti, Sudharma,
Mandita, Mauryaputra, Akampita, Achalabhrata, Metarya and
Prabhasa were the eleven Vedic scholars who came to glorify the
holy function. Although each one had some doubt or other, each
one regarded himself as an omniscient; overpowered by their
ego, they never presented their doubts for clarificatidn for the
fear of being labelled as less knowledgeable and insignificant to
the one who cleared their doubts and moreover their ego would
have got a major blow. Each one could have got his doubt cleared
if they desired, by presenting it before the others, for each one
had a different doubt, but their ego-laden minds kept them si-
lent and their doubts lay suppressed in their minds.

1. Kevali, 2. Prime Disciples
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It was during this time that Lord Mahavira arrived in
Pavapuri when the great Yagna was organised and the heavenly
beings i.e., the devas erected a Samavasarana for the Lord.

To pay their obeisances and hear the holy discourse, the
Gods came in their aerial vehicles'. Seeing this, Indrabhuti, the
chief scholar was illusioned to believe that the Gods arrived
there due to the unprecedented greatness of the Yagna3 and that
they too were desirous to participate in the ceremony.

But when the Gods moved their chariots ahead of the cer-
emonial place, Indrabhuti was shaken and shattered in belief
and this incident left Indrabhuti wondering and contemplating
on the blunder committed by the gods. He wondered if the gods
had mistaken the ceremonial place. He was also proud that huge
crowds had come from far off places to attend the Yagna. Along
with eleven great scholars and 4400 students, thousands of great
Brahmin scholars like Shankar, ShivShankar, Krishnadas, Go-
vindram and others had come to grace the occasion and the
whole atmosphere was colourful and pompous. He wondered if
the gods had lost their balance of mind and became bankrupt in
their divine knowledge. Ordinary people commit mistakes ow-
ing to their limited knowledge, but it is not understandable how
these gods possessing Avadhi Gyanana (clairvoyance knowl-
edge) commit such a mistake.

In the meantime, one of the proceeding Gods said to an-
other. “We have to go hurry to the Samavasarana, so as not to
miss even a little part of the discourse of the last Thirthankara
of this Kaal. Let it not happen that we miss even a single word of
His divine speech” ‘

(Continue...)

1. Place of Sermon of Thirthankars, 2. Heavenly Chariots, 3. Sacrificial ceremony.
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