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Beyond Doubt

Acharya Padmasagarsuri

Adi Shankaracharya established his Matha' in Sringeri, in South
India after being influenced by what he saw there, before constructing
the matha. The great Acharya was looking for a suitable land to estab-
lish his monastery. While on the move, he travelled to South India.
He was a witness to a very strange and peculiar happening. He saw a
cobra spreading the hood over an acutely injured frog, tortured by the
hot sun unable to move to the shade of a nearby tree.

He stood bewildered at what he saw before his eyes. The frog has
always been a prey of the snake, how then the snake was so kind and
compassionate in his behaviour towards its food, its prey. Shanka-
racharya could not believe what he saw, but it was all true and a com-
mon scene for the people and ascetics living in that holy land. Many
years ago, an ascetic named Sringeri, practised penance there and was
extremely compassionate and equanimous towards all creatures.

The creatures living there were also affected by the presence
of the great Yogi and their mutual instinct of enmity turned to love
and compassion. Hence the entire surrounding was also sacred and
peaceful.

This incident is only 1200 years old. It is not at all astonishing but
most natural that before 2500 years whereever Lord Mahavira preached
and travelled, must have been such a scred and holy place. Within
twelve yojanas i.e. seven miles in all directions from the person of Lord
Mahavira the whole surrounding became peaceful since the element of
violence was removed from everyone’s thoughts and deeds. »

The deeds of all creatures became pious and non-violent as the
wave-length (thoughts) of each mind would be syncretized by the
speech and presence of the Supreme Lord. A person naturally feels

1. monastery,
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fresh and relaxed when he steps into his house after the day’s task; so
also when a person stops hankering after sense-pleasures and gives up
passions, like anger, conceit, deceipt, and greed, he experiences great
happiness and bliss. Indrabhuti, the greatest of the great scholars of
his times too experienced great bliss and happiness on the very sight
of Lord Mahavira in the Samavasarana.

CHAPTER 3

One who pays homage and reverence to great sages is blessed
with all kinds of worldly pleasures and also with Atmananda i.e. bliss
infinite. What to speak of the rewards that one acquires on paying
obeisance to the great saints. The reward that one gains cannot be
explained but only experienced, since it is beyond the most powerful
speech and imagination.

As soon as Indrabhuti entered the Samvasarana, he was elated
and joyous. He was convinced that the person seated on the throne
was none other than the perfect Tirthankara possessing infinite
knowledge, faith, conduct and power. The Rigveda also regards these
personages to be great and compassionate.

The Vedas have also recorded and composed mantras' of Lord
Shantinatha’ and Lord Arishtanemis. The ex-President of India. late
Dr. S. Radhakrishnan has written in his world-famous volume EAST
AND WEST” that Jaina philosophy is as ancient as Vedanta philoso-
phy and Jaina faith (religion) is also as ancient as Vedanta faith. On
seeing Lord Mahavira, Indrabhuti realised that it was impossible for
him to deafeat Him. He could not give up the idea of competing, for
this would leave a very bad impact on his disciples and also on the
general public. ‘ Continue...

1.incantation, 2. 16th tirthankara, 3. 22nd tirthankara and cousin of yogishwar shri
krishna
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