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Beyond Doubt

Acharya Padmasagarsuri

In the Vedas at one place it is said

“fergrem @Y s e |
Ay famata, 7 dg-wmsia

and you have interpreted the above as follows
“Vijnanaghana” i.e. the soul comes into existence when
the five elements (Pancha Mahabhuta’s) namely Earth,
Water, Fire, Air and Space come together and when they are
destroyed the soul also ceases to exist. After death there is
no such thing as soul or jiva. It is only on this basis you have
concluded that there is no independent existence of
Atman. Astherearebubblesin waterand thereis intoxicating
power in wine so also with the combination of the above
mentioned five elements, Atman is born and when they
split nothing exists. But at the same time in another context
in the Vedas it has also been said:-

“F 9 ITATHAT FHAI AT
AFAHEH ATHIORT TRATEIATT
STATH: eI ShIEHAYShiemaT
TSR, R SaHaY: ||

“Atman is attributed with the experiences of joy
and sorrow as well as having its own existence. Such
contradictory statements are the base of the doubt aroused
in your mind”.

Indrabhuti was very much astonished by the reveala-
tion of his doubt but at the same time his ego got a big blow
as his short comings would now be the talk of the town.
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AR 8 TIFET-30%4
Somehow he consoled himself and thought, “While
studying the Vedas, He also must have developed the same
doubt which I have. Hence I shall not accept his greatness
until and unless he is able to clear my doubt”. As it is said.

JET A A HI: HHAT |
are Fafuefy uiteafwafa

We cannot call him a Pandit i.e. Scholar who is unable
to clarify our doubts completely. Indrabhuti said to Lord
Mahavira, “Yes I have this doubt regarding the existence of
soul, as you have told. How will you clear my doubt? Do
have you any answer? If so answer and I will agree that you
are an omniscient, not otherwise”.

Lord Mahavira said to him very politely, anybody
possessing Omniscience, does not depend upon some
body’s recognition. One does not cease to be an omnisci-
ent if some one does not accept it. So recognition is not
essential, but what is essential is the knowledge of it. The
Vedic statements are correct but you are unable to inter-
pret them rightly and grasp the correct meaning. The exact
interpretation and the correct

meaning of the Vedic statements are as follows:-
“fergrrrer 3t s+ 7 R sreAaEers: g |
agcaTRTeaTy fagmem:, afauest s-as qaiETeasheTd ||

“VIGNANGHAN?” is to be understood as utilitarian
philosophical knowledge which the soul possesses with the
attribute mentioned above ‘VIGNANGHAN’

(Countinue...)
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