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Kummaputta—Chariam

(The Story of Kiirmaputra)

After bowing down to Vardhamana Swami whose lotus-like
feet are saluted by heads of demons and gods, I shall briefly relate
the life of Kummaputta (the son of Kurma). (1)

Once Vardhamana Jina entered the temple of the Yaksha
named Guna, in the garden Guna-silpaka in the limits of the
excellent city of R3jagriha where all prominent people lived
within the limits of the law. (2)

The Gods, thereupon, constructed there the Assembly Hall,
which led to the elimination of many sinful acts and which was
refulgent with the lustre of three ramparts respectively made up
of excellent gems, gold and silver. (3)

Profound as the sea, and possessed of a body resplendent
like gold, the valiant (Vardhamana) took his seat there and began
to expound Religion which is very attractive being characterized
by the four constituents, charity and others. (4)

(He said) :— The Religion is of four kinds by virtue of its
four constituents charity, austerity, character and thought, out of
which thought should be looked upon as the most powerful (in

its results). (5)
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Thought (of the purest kind) is the boat to cross the sea of
worldly life; thought is the road to the cities of Heaven and
Liberation; thought is the Chintamani (desire-yielding) gem,
yielding things, contemplated in their minds by the faithful,
however difficult to obtain they may be. (6)

It was by reason of pure thought that Kummaputta who
conceived the Truth, obtained Perfect Knowledge although he had
not taken to the actual life of monks and was staying in his house.
(7)

At that time there lived the seniormost pupil of the Lord
Mahavira, named Indrabhiti, a houseless monk, known as
Gautama by his family name,*[seven hands tall], of a stature
measuring equal in the four distances, possessed of a bodily frame
with bones held up by broad bone-pieces fastened by hard, nail-
like bones, fair in complexion like a lotus or like the line on the
touch-stone of a piece of gold, of fierce, resplendent and great
penance,*[noble, terrible, of terrific qualities] of terrific
austerities, living a life of very hard celibacy, regardless of body,
holding contracted (i.e. in full control) the vast mass of the flash
(of his penance) possessed of the knowledge of the fourteen
Purva books, endowed with the four knowledges, [holding sway
over all the letters of the alphabet], surrounded by five hundred
houseless monks, elevating his soul by frequent observances of

Shashtha fasts [and trying to realize by intuition the soul by self-

* The rectangular brackets contain the meanings of important

readings noticed in the manuscripts.
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restraint and penance of sitting in a posture of meditation with
knees upwards and head bent down in a place not far away from
the Divine Mahavira. At that instant, the sage Gautama had faith,
doubt and curiosity produced, sprung up and risen in mind]. He
started by getting up. Having done it, he went to the place where
the Divine Mahavira was, and having approached the Divine
Mahavira, he moved reverentially round him thrice. Having done
it, he bowed down and greeted him. Having done it, [sitting
neither far away, nor very near in his front, and waiting upon him
with reverence and with waiting upon him with reverence and
with hands folded]} he said the following—"“Divine sir, who was
Kummaputta and how did he, residing in his house, obtain the
infinite, unexcelled, unobstructed, unveiled, full, complete and
excellent Kevalajfiana and Kevaladar$ana ? Then the Divine monk
Mahavira by a voice which extended to the distance of one
Yojana and which was pleasing like nectar expounded as

follows:—

Gautama, hear with concentrated mind, the whole of the
wonderful life of Kummaputta about which you are making me
a query. (8)

In the continent Jambudvipa, at the centre of the holy region
of Bharata, there was the city named Durgamapura which was a
principal city in the world. (9)

There, king Drona, who excelled the Lord of the day by the
splendour of his glory, was ruling over his kingdom without any

trouble, being always free from enemies. (10)



112 Kummaputtachariam

That King had the principal queen named Druma who was

to him as Uma to God Saﬁkara, or Ram3a to Vasudeva. (11)

They had a son named Durlabha, very delicate, surpassing
Cupid by his lovely appearance, a mine of virtues and a support

of many people. (12)

That son, by the foolish pride of his royal birth and youth,
used always to enjoy himself by tossing up like balls in the sky

a number of other princes. (13)

One day there came to his garden named Durgila, one Kevali

preacher named Sulochana. (14)

In that garden there always stayed a female Yaksha by name
Bhadramukhi, having her residence in an underground palace

underneath a Banian tree famous by the name Bahusala. (15)

Having saluted with ardent devotion the great preacher
Sulochana, endowed with the lotus of Kevala Knowledge and
capable of removing doubts, she put to him the following
questioﬁ:— (16)

Divine Sir, in my previous existence, I was a woman by name
Manavati, an object of enjoyment to the Velandhara God Suvela

who loved me as his life. (17)

At the expiry of that life of mine, I became a Yaksha female
named Bhadramukhi in this grove. Kindly, tell me, Divine Lord,

where and in what condition my husband is born. (18)

Then the omniscient sage named Sulochana says with a

sweet voice—"hear me, good lady, your beloved husband is born
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in this very city as the son of the King Drona, Durlabha by name,
who is very difficult to be approached.” (19)

Having heard it, the Yaksha female of an auspicious face by
name Bhadramukhi, became full of delight and having assumed
the form of the woman Manavati, she arrived near the prince.
(20)

Seeing the prince engaged in tossing up many boys she said
to him with a smile “What is the use of this your play with these
wretched fellows ? (21)

If your mind is agitated for observing miraculous things, then
follow me closely.” Having heard these words, the prince ran
after her with his mind disturbed with wonder caused by her
words; and she, too, running in his front took him to her own
grove. (22-23)

Taken quite to the centre of the nether world by a road lying
underneath the Banian tree known by the name Bahusala, he saw
there an extremely charming celestial palace, made up of gold.

(24)

And, how was that palace ? It had its interior region filled
up with a mass of gems; it was variegated with powerful rays

proceeding from the line of arches studded with jewels. (25)

It disturbed (the mental peace of ) a number of people by
the sportive appearance of female statues placed on the jewelled
pillars, and it had its beauty enhanced by a number of windows

decorated with paintings of various types. (26)
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At the sight of that residence of gods which excited wonder
in the mind of everybody in the world, the prince became

extremely amazed and began to think thus:— (27)

“Is this a magical creation, or, is this witnessed by me in a
dream ? By whom have 1 been brought to this place from my own
city ?” (28) ’

Having placed on a couch the prince whaose mind was
disturbed with such doubts, the Vyantara female requested him—
“My Lord, kindly hear my words. (29)

Today, after a long time you are seen, my lord, possessed of
a straightforward mind. You have been brought (by me) for my
purpose to this palace of gods in this fragrant grove. (30)

Today, indeed, is my mind’s desire—a desire-yielding-tree no
doubt—has borne fruit inasmuch as you have met me as a result

of my merit arisen from my good deeds.” (31)

Having heard these words and having seen her face with
beautiful eyes, there arose in his mind love (for her) of the

previous birth. (32)

‘She was possibly seen somewhere’, ‘She was, methinks, a
familiar person in the previous existence. With these doubts and
surmises there arose in him the remembrance of his former
existence. (33)

By virtue of his remembrance of the former birth he came
to know the incidents of his previous life, the whole of which he

then related to his beloved. (34)
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Then, having taken away by her own power from his body
the inauspicious atoms and having put in their place auspicious
ones, the Divine lady, his wife in the previous existence, enjoyed
herself in his company having cast aside the feeling of shyness and
the like. Both of them staying at that place enjoyed various
pleasures of life in this way. (35, 36)

The nature of the four kinds of enjoyments has thus been
stated in the Sthananga Siitra:—Co-habitation has been described
to be of four kinds with respect to gods:— for example, a god
may co-habit with a goddess; or, a god may co-habit with a lower
female (woman or a female lower animal); or, a lower male
(man or a male lower animal) may co-habit with a goddess; or,

lastly, a lower male may co-habit with a lower female.

On the other hand, the parents of the prince who were
always miserable on account of the loss of their son, sought him

everywhere, but they could not get any information even. 37)

How can a thing, taken away by gods, be obtained by men ?
for, there is a vast difference indeed between the powers of gods
and men. (38)

Then, by the parents, who were so afflicted, the omniscient
sage was asked “Divine Sir, tell us kindly where our son is gone”.
(39)

Then, the omniscient sage said—"“hear with attentive minds
and ears:— that son of yours has been kidnapped ? by a Vyantara
female”. (40)
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They were greatly struck with wonder by the words of the
omniscient sage and remarked—“how would gods take away a

man who is so impure ?” (41)

For, it has thus been stated in the Scriptures—the smell of
the human world spreads upwards to the extent of four or five
hundreds of Yojanas; it is on account of this that gods do not

come here. (42)

The gods come here on the the occasions of the five
auspicious functions of Jinas or by virtue of the austerities of
great sages, or by dint of affection cherished in the past

existences. (43)

Then the omniscient sage related the account of her
affection and the like in the previous existence, on hearing which
they exciaimedw“Extremely potent, my Lord, is the result of
deeds indeed. (44)

Divine Sir, will there take place any day our reunion in any
way with our own son ?” The sage saids “the reunion would take
place when we shall again come over here.” (45)

Having heard this account (of the love-affair of the Yaksha
female) the parents of the prince became averse to worldly
affairs, and, having appointed their younger son to the throne,
they took to life of monks in the presence of the sage. (46)

Devoted to practising austere penance and intent on eating
food free from faults, they moved with their minds free from the
taint or colour of attachment and well-guarded in mind, word and
deed. (47)
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A certain day, that omniscient sage in the course of his
moving from town to town, arrived, at that very garden called

Durgila, accompanied by them. (48)

The Yaksha female, on the other hand, ascertaining by
Avadhi Knowledge the short period of the life of the prince, asked
the omniscient sage with folded hands and with great devotion:—
(49)

“Divine Sir, is it possible to have this short period of life
lengthened by any means ?” The omniscient sage, who knew the
details of all things by his omniscience said thereupon as follows.
(50)

“Neither the prophets nor the Heads of monks, nor sovereign
kings, nor Baladevas, nor even the Vasudevas, however powerful

they be, are able to join the pieces of life when broken up. (51)

Even gods, who are powerful enough to use the Jambu
Continent as umbrella.and Meru Mountain as the staff, are not

able to join the broken pieces of life. (52)

For, it has thus been stated:—'Neither learning, nor
medicine, neither father, nor kinsmen, neither favourite family
deity, nor mother full of the stream of affection, neither weaith
nor bodily strength, none, not even the best of the gods, are ever

able to join the broken (pie'ces of) life.” (53)

Having heard these words of the omniscient sage, that
goddess, dejected at heart, arrived at her own place having lost

as it were the store of all her possessions. (54)
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After being seen, she was questioned with tender words by
the Prince:—* Mistress of my heart, why are you dejected at heart
to-day ? (55)

Are you troubled by anybody or is your order not obeyed

by anybody, or, is it by any fault of mine that you have become
ill-affected at heart ?” (56)

Speaking nothing, yet carrying in her heart a load of serious
pain, when asked with pressure, she related the whole story thus.
(57)

“My lord, having known by virtue of my Avadhi knowledge
your period of life to be short, I made inquiry of an omniscient

sage who explained it. (58)

This is the reason why I have got my body pricked with darts
of grief. Crooked being the ways of destiny how can I bear your

separation ?” (59)

The prince said “Well Yaksha lady, do not be pained at
heart. Who would think of permanence in this life which is

fleeting as the drop of water ? (60)

If you really bear affection towards me, then leave me, dear
one, near the omniscient sagé, so that, I shall be able to do service

to my own self.” (61)

Then, with her power, the prince was taken by her near the
omniscient sage, where, after bowing down to the omniscient

sage, he took a proper seat. (62)
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Seeing the prince after a long time, the two sages viz. the
parents of the prince who were there, began to weep bitterly on

account of the strong filial affection. (63)

The prince, too, who did not know anything, was specially
asked by the omniscient sage—“well, pay your respects, prince,

to these sages—your parents—sitting here.” (64)

The prince then asked the omniscient sage—"“My lord, how
have they come to accept the monk’s vow ?’; and the sage, too,
related to him at length the whole reason, separation from the

son etc. etc. (65)

Hearing it, the prince became delighted and horripilated
with joy like a peacock at the sight of the cloud, or, like the
Chakora bird at the sight of the moon, or like the Chakravaka bird
to see the Sun, or, like a calf to see its mother cow, or, like a

cuckoo to see the sweet fragrant spring season. (66-67)

Clinging to the neck of the sages, viz. his parents, and
weeping, he was consoled by that Yakshm female with sweet
words. (68)

That Yaksha lady wiped the eyes of the prince bedimmed
with tears by the skirts of her garment. Lo ! the working of the
Great Delusion ! (69)

The Goddess left near the omniscient sage the prince who
was replete with excessive delight arising at the sight of his

parents. (70)
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Then the omniscient sage, too, seeing that it was the proper
occasion preached a religious sermon similar to the the stream of
nectar putting all of them under great obligation in the following
words (—(71)

“That individual, who being capable of getting release, and
having got human existence, becomes carelss in religious practice,
drops into the ocean the Desire-yielding-gem which, in fact he has
got. (72)

To illustrate this—In a great city there was once, a merchant
skilled in various arts. He studied at the house of the preceptor
the book on the test of gems. (73)

By learning how to test gems, that clever merchant came to
know all the marks, qualities, colours, names and whereabouts of
Saugandhika, Karketana, Marakata, Gomeda, Indranila, Jalakanta,
Suryakanta, Masaragalla, Anka, Sphatika and many other gems.
(74-75).

Once, the merchant thought to himself “what is the use of
other gems ? The Desire-yielding-gem is the crest-gem of all gems
accomplishing, as it does, the object of thought.” (76)

Then, for obtaining that gem he dug mines at various places;
but, he was not able to find it with all his various efforts. (77)

Then some one said to him ‘get into a ship and sail to
Ratnadvipa; there is the goddess named Asapuri who will give
you your desired object’. (78) ‘

He went to that Ratnadvipa and propitiated that Goddess by
twenty one fasts. Pleased with that, she said unto him—(79)
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‘Well, good man, with what motive have I been worshipped
by you ?’. He said ‘This my effort is directd, O Goddess, to the
acquisition of the Desire-yielding-gem.” (80)

Then the Goddess said—‘Well, dear boy, your store of action
is not in fact such an one as is conducive to your welfare;
because, gods, too, bestow wealth upon men in accordance with

their action.” (81)

Then he said ‘If I had a store of meritorious actions, where
was the necessity to adore you ? You therefore, give me, please,

the gem, then come what may.’ (82)

Then she gave to that merchant of gems the Desire-yielding-
gem and he, pleased at heart, embarked the ship for sailing
homeward. (83)

Seated on the deck of the ship when he came well-nigh in
the middle of the sea, the moon of the full-moon-night rose on

the eastern horizon. (84)

When he saw the moon, that merchant thought in his mind
as to whether the refulgence of the gem was superior or that of

the moon. (85)

With this thought he took in his hand the Desire-yielding-
gem and carefully observed with his eyes the moon again and

again and the gem over and over. (86)

While he was observing it in that way, as his ill-luck would
have it, there slipped from the palm of his hand into the sea that

extremely delicate priceless gem. (87)
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Was it possible for him to catch hold of the gem, the crest—
gem of gems, when it had fallen into the sea however carefully

he made a search for it ? (88)

Similarly, a living being, being entirely subjected to a lot of
mistakes, loses in a moment the human life which he obtains with

considerable difficulty after hundreds of transmigrations. (89)

Blessed and virtuous, indeed, are those who cherish the
Religion of the Jina in their heart. It is their human life that is

praised as endowed with fruit in this world.” (90)

Having heard this sermon, the Yaksa female accepted the
Faith, while the prince took the initiation to the vow of the

monks, so hard to practise, in the presence of the preceptor. (91)

The Prince studied from the revered old preceptor the
Fourteen Piirvas, and practising hard penance, he moved in the

company of his parents. (92)

All the three—the prince and his parents—observed the life
of monks, and, as a result, went to the Mandira Vimana of the
Mah3as$ukra Heaven. (93)

That Yaksha female, too, dropped down from Heaven and
became the wife of King Bhramara having got the name Kamala

and possessive of truth and character. (94)

Afterwards, king Bhramara and queen Kamala, both, having
followed the Faith of Jina and having auspicious thought at the

time of death, became gods in that very Heaven. (95)
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There was the excellent city Rajagriha, a splendid mansion
indeed of excellent Justice, full of wealth, corn and the like, and

very famous on the whole earth. (96)

There ruled king Mahendrasimha, a lion as it were for
destroying the elephants in the form of enemies, by whose very
name there was routed on the battlefield the line of the enemies.
(97)

There was his queen Kirma like a goddess in beautiful
appearance, and possessed of ornaments in the form of good
qualities such as modesty, discrimination, thoughtfulness and
other. (98)

They passed their time happily, enjoying themselves with
various worldly pleasures like Indra and Sachi or like Cupid and
Rati. (99)

A certain day, the queen was in her bed partly asleep and
partly awake, when she saw in her dream the wonderful and

lovely mansion of the gods. (100)

In the morning, the queen got up from her bed and having
gone to the king spoke thus with sweet words. (101)

“I woke up this morning after having beheld in my dream
the Residence of Gods : what will be the special fruit of such a
dream ?” (102)

The king became pleased and gratified at this, and with his
body full of horripilation, spoke as follows according to his
knowledge :—(103)
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“Well, queen, after full nine months and seven-and-a-half
days, you will get.a son possessed of many auspicious signs and
virtues who would be, in fact, an eye to the world [a friend of
the world, or, the Sun in fact in this world].” (104)

Having heard these words of the king and being pleased and
gratified at her heart, the queen with the permission of the king
arrived at her residence. (105)

After having lived the life of a god, the soul of the prince,
full of well-achieved merit, got there into the womb of Kiirma just
as a swan into a lake. (106)

The queen bore an excessive splendour by virtue of that
foetus, just as a mine of gems with a gem or a mother o’pearls
with a big pearl. (107)

By the innate power of the foetus and by the rise of her
auspicious merit there arose in her the auspicious desire in
pregnancy to hear about Faith and Scriptures. (108)

Then, by the king there were summoned through his
servants the Doctors of the Six Philosophies present in the city for
speaking about Religion to Queen Kurma. (109)

All of them, after taking bath and making offerings and
performing many wonderful and auspicious rites, arrived at the
Royal Palace with their respective books. (110)

Having bestowed blessings (upon the king and the queen)
and being well received and honoured by the king, they exhibited
their respective religious beliefs having occupied auspicious seats.
(111)
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After hearing the beliefs of other religions characterized by
injury to living beings, the queen who was devoted to the

Religion of Jina, became extremely dejected at heart. (112)

For, let one give charities, let one observe the vow of
ascetics, let one master the Veda and the like, let one always
meditate on gods and the like; if one has no compassion,

everything is of no avail. (113)

There can be no initiation, no begging, no charity, no
austerity, no meditation, no life of sages, where there is no

compassion. (114)

Then there were invited by the king the learned Doctors of
Jain Faith possessed of high virtues and they began to expound
the nature of the Faith—the essence of the doctrine of the Faith
of the Jina-as follows :(—(115)

“The protection of the six groups of living beings verily
constitutes Religion. It is with this reason that the vow of
abstinence from harm to living beings is placed first among the
five Great Vows.” (116)

It is said in the Dasavaikalika—"“The following has been
pointed out by Mahaviraswami as the first religious item, viz. a
complete abstinence from injury, which is nothing else but a self-

restrained action regarding all living beings.” (117)

It is also observed in Upade$amila—“A man devoid of
compassion towards the six groups of living beings is neither an

initiated monk nor a house-holder; he becomes fallen from duties
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of monks; he is also fallen from the religious duty of (virtuous)

householders viz. charity.” (118)

On hearing these words of the great sage which were similar
to the rumbling of clouds, the peacock in the form of the mind

of the queen obtained extreme satisfaction and joy. (119)

When the requisite number of pregnancy days was over, the
queen, who had all her desires in pregnancy satisfied, gave birth
to an excellent son on an auspicious day at an auspicious moment.

(120)

On that occasion then there was sounded the drum with
sharp sounds, which roared with great noise in the courtyards of
heaven; there proceeded the auspicious sounds of Bhungala and
kettle drum; there was heard the Napheri with its novel sounds.
(121)

A host of bards shouted lines of praise; groups of clever men
with delight shouted blessing of long life; lovely women danced
beautifully, thus was celebrated the birth festival on the birth of
the son. (122)

There was given by his parents to their son the name
‘Dharmadeva’ in conformity with the pregnancy desire of hearing
religious sermons which was a sweet one in consideration of his

virtues. (123)

In everyday addresses, his second name was decided as
Kummaputta. Thus his two appropriate names became famous.
(124)
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That prince, borne from arm to arm and lap to lap by five

nurses, became dear to all. (125)

He studied all the seventy two arts himself with his own
sharp intelligence, the teacher having obtained no doubt the

position of a simple witness. (126)

However, as a result of his action of binding down and
tossing up the princes in his previous existence, he became a

dwarf having got a height measuring only two hands. (127)

Possessed of gracefulness and good luck, he attained to
youth in course of time, bewitching the minds of young women

by virtue of his unparalleled countenance. (128)

Everyone experiences in his youth various mental changes
wrought by the objects of sense; but Kummaputta, who knew the

true nature of objects remained indifferent to objects of sense.
(129)

Gods Hari, Hara, Brahama and others, all were subject to the
influences of objects of sense; blessed indeed was Kummaputta

who subjected in fact the objects of sense. (130)

The vow of monks, which he had observed in his previous
birth for a long time, became the cause of his indifference to

objects of sense in the present existence even in his youth. (131)

A certain day, when he was hearing the gospe! expounded
by the eminent sage, the prince had the memory of his previous

existence sprung up in him. (132)
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Although as a result of his contemplating on the unsubstantial
nature of the worldly existence by virtue of his remembrance of
his past existence, he had occupied a place on the Ladder of
Spiritual Progress of the Annihilator of actions, yet, on his engaging
himself in pure meditation and consuming the unbearable mass
of the fuel of actions by the fire of meditation, there arose in him

the infinite respiendent Omniscience. (133-134)

He thought—1If I would take to the rigid life of a monk, that
would certainly result into the death of my parents who would

be pained by the separation from their son.” (135)

Consequently, although he was in possession of the Lotus of
Omniscience, yet, on account of the pressure of his parents, he

remained at his house observing mentally the life of monks. (136)

What son is like Kummaputta devoted to the feet of his
parents, who, although omniscient, remained long at his residence
out of compassion for them ? (137)

Who, other than Kummaputta is blessed, who, for the
enlightenment of his parents, remained incognito at his residence
although possessed of Omniscience ? (138)

The fact that the infinite Omniscience arose in the case of
Kummaputta although he stayed in his house, was nothing else
but a powerful working of his pure mental condition. (139)

It was on account of his pure mental condition that the
sovereign Bharata who was so engrossed in his harem got
Omniscience, although he was a householder, while he was

actually sitting in his Mirror-house. (140)
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Similarly, Ilaputra, living as a householder, became
omniscient by virtue of his pure mental condition at the sfght of
some (two) eminent sages roaming for alms whom he saw while

he was occupying the top of the Bamboo. (141)

In the same way, there arose Omniscience in the case of
Asadhabhiiti while he was enacting the part of king Bharata as a
result of his extremely pure mental condition although he was a
householder. (142)

It should be known that there exists as much difference
between the material worship and the mental one as there exists

between the Meru mountain and the mustard seed. (143)

By material worship a man can go at the most to the Achyuta
Heaven; while by mental worship he may get Absolution within

one Muhurta even. (144)

There are situated in the human world only five
Mahavidehas (holy places); in each Mahavideha there are tﬁirty-
two holy places named Vijaya. (145)

By multiplying thirtytwo by five, the Vijaya places in all
become one hundred and sixty. By adding to these the five in
Bharata and the five in Airavata, the holy places in all become
one hundred and seventy. (146)

(One for each holy place) there can be at the most one
hundred and seventy Jinas at a time. All this has been said merely
because there arose an occasion for it; now hear about the direct

subject matter in hand. (147)
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In the holy place Mangalavati Vijaya situated in the famous
Mahavideha there was a city by name Ratnasamchaya abounding

in wealth and corn. (148)

In that city the sovereign king Devaditya who excelled the
Sun in lustre, ruled over his kingdom by enjoying himself in the

company of sixtyfour thousand beautiful ladies. (149)

A certain day, there arrived in course of his movements at
the garden of the city which had many excellent trees, the

Prophet named Jagaduttama. (150)

There was prepared the reception hall by the Vaimanika,
Vyantara and Bhavanapati gods which was lovely by its three

ramparts made up respectively of gems, gold and silver. (151)

The sovereign king on having heard the arrival of Jina
became delighted at heart like the Chakravaka bird on the rise of
the Sun, and he started with his retinue for paying his respects.
(152)

Having moved round the Prophet thrice, keeping him to the
right, and having bowed down, he sat at the appropriate place
with folded hands. (153)

Then the Lord, with a voice, which was as sweet as nectar
and which was the sole boat to cross the sea of worldly life,

preached the Religion to the faithful devotees :—(154)

“Hear ye, devotees, the embodied soul, getting out with
difficulty from the store-house of souls, obtains the life of a

human being after many existences. (155)
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Having got the human existence, it is difficult for a man to
get the country of the Aryas which is difficult to secure, as many

men are born in families of Dasyus and Mlechhas. (156)

Even after being born in the region of the Aryas, it is difficult
to be endowed with sound senses as generally no man is seen
with body entirely free from diseases. (157)

Even after being possessed of a healthy body, it is difficult
to get an occasion of hearing the Jain Faith, as there are not seen
everywhere preceptors who are sages endowed with high virtues.
(158)

Although an occasion of hearing Religion is obtained, it is
difficult to have faith in the precious preaching of the Prophet,
as there is seen the majority of men with minds engaged in
worldly talks. (159)

Even after having faith, practice is held to be still more
difficult, as the great enemy in the form of carelessness prevents

a man from actually doing the religious actions. (160)

For, Carelessness is the greatest hater, Carelessness is the
greatest enemy, Carelessness is the greatest thief waylaying a man
on the path to the city of Liberation; Carelessness, lastly, is the

path leading on to hell. (161)

Blessed indeed are those, meritorious indeed are those, who,
having got all the requisites and giving up Carelessness attain to
the highest abode having observed the life of monks.” (162)
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On hearing this advice of the Jina, some got faith, some took
to Monk’s Life, while some meritorious people accepted mentally

the partial observance of the Five Vows. (163)

On the other side, the embodied souls of Kamala, Bhramara,
Drona, and Druma, who had already gone to Sukra Heaven,
dropped down and became Khechara beings on Vaitadhya

mountain in the Holy Bharata Region. (164)

All the four, who had enjoyed themselves with various
worldly pleasures and who had taken to Monks’ Life as a result
of the preaching of a Charana sage arrived at that very place and
took their seats after paying their respects to the Great Jina.
(165)

On beholding them, the Sovereign king asked the Sovereign
Lord of Religion :—*"Divine Sir, who are these Charana sages with

pure minds and whence have they come here ?” (166)

Then the Great Jina said “Hear, Great King. These are aerial
beings who have come down here from the Vaitadhya mountain

to pay their respects to us.” (167)

Then the Sovereign asked :—-“Divine Sir, is there at present
any sovereign king or an omniscient monk in the Land of Bharata

which has got the Vaitadhya mountain in it ?” (168)

The Jina replied—“There is neither an ommniscient sage nor
a sovereign ruler at present in the Bharata Land; but there is

Kummaputta who is omniscient although a householder. (169)
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Then the sovereign king again asked—*“well, Divine Sir, does
an omniscient sage live in his house ?” The Divine Lord replied:—
“he sticks to his house with a view to enlighten his mother and
father.” (170)

Then the Aerial beings asked :—“Divine Lord, is there
Omniscience for us ?” to which the Lord replied :(—*“you, too, will

have omniscience ere long.” (171)

They again asked—“Thou, Divine Lord, who art a traveller
on the path to the Blessed Abode, when shall we have

omniscience ?” (172)

On being thus asked, the monk named Jagaduttama said :
“when Kummaputta will himself relate to you the account of
Mahasukra Heaven, at that time you will have Omniscience.”
(173)

On hearing this, and having come to know the Religious
truth (or tenets), they became controlled in mind, word and body
and having bowed down to Jina they approached Kummaputta

and there all the four stood quite near him. (174)

They were then addressed by Kummaputta “Dear Sifs, the
Jina has not verily told you what kind of happiness of residence

in Heaven you experienced in the Mahasukra Heaven.” (175)

Being reminded of their past existences on hearing these
words, the four Charana sages remembered their previous
existences and mounted upon the Ladder of the Annihilator of
Actions. (176)
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The following is the description of the ascent on the ladder
which the Annihilator of Actions climbs :(—He first annihilates the
four varieties of the passions or Kasayas (anger, pride, deceit and
greed) which cause eternal transmigration; then the false faith,
the mixed faith and the faith; then, the éight varieties of the
Kasayas which come in the way of the Five Vows, then the neuter
passion, the female passion, the six emotions and the male
passion; then, the four varieties of the four passions which cause

temporary excitement. (177)

Then he annihilates two varieties of Gati and two of
Anupurvi; then four out of the five Jatikarmas from Ekendriya
upto Chaturindriya; then Atiapa, Uddyota, then Sthavara and
Suksma. (178)

Then, he annihilates the Sadharana and the Aparyapta kinds
of Nama-potencies; then deep sleep, deep walking sleep, and
somnambulism; and then, whatever there has remained of the
eight Kasayas (during the course of which he had destroyed all
these latter). (179)

Then he, being much exhausted, stops a while and when
there remain two moments only for his Omniscience, in the first
moment he destroys sleep and walking sleep and the following
Nama-potencies, viz. Devagati and Devanupirvi, Vaikriya Sarira,
the Samhanana karmas excluding his own Samsthana, the
Tirthamkara Namakarma and Ahiraka variety of Sariranama-

karma; while in the second moment after annihilating the fivefold
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Jnanavarana, the remaining four kinds of Dar§anavarana and the

five-fold Antaraya, he becomes omniscient. (180-182)

Having mounted, in this way, the rising scale of spiritual
progress of the Annihilator of Karma potencies, all those four
monks became possessed of Omniscience and having approached

Jina they took their seats in the assembly of the omniscient. (183)

Then Indra who sat there made the following question to
Jagaduttama, the Lord of the Jinas; “Divine Sir, why have you not

been saluted by these people ?” (184)

To which the Divine Lord replied—*“These have the Intuitive
Omniscience from Kummaputta. It is on account of this reason,
viz. that they have got Intuitive Omnisciecne, that I was not
saluted by them.” (185)

Then Indra again asked :—“When will he be taking the Great
Vow (viz. the order of the monks) ?” The Lord replied that he
would take it in the third period of the seventh day. (186)

Having said this, the best of the Jinas named Jagaduttama
returned; and remained glorious on the earth in his movements
dispelling, like the Sun, masses of darkness in the form of
ignorance. (187)

Then the magnanimous Kummaputta gave up the dress of

the householder and took that of the monks, which specifically

overcame the troubles of the world. (188)

With his mind free form all taints, that best of the

Omniscient took his seat on a clean louts made up of gold by the
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gods and began to deliver his religious sermon as follows :—
(189)

“Religion is constituted of four parts charity, penance,
conduct and thought; but, among them, thought is the most
important, being in fact, the most efficient medicine for inaus-
picious deeds. (190)

Just as the bestowal of safety of life is the best of all gifts,
or, the Omniscience is the best of all the five knowledges, or, pure
meditation is the best of all meditations, in the same way (pure)

thought is the best of all religious things. (191)

Also, just as enticing potency (Mohaniya Karma) is the most
difficult to eliminate, or, the tongue the most difficult among all
senses to control, or, the vow of celibacy the most difficult among
all vows to practise, in the same way it is most difficult to possess

pure thought among all religious achievements. (192)

Beings, entitled to Emancipation, obtain Pure Intuition by .
the lovely pure thought even though they be staying in their
houses; we can quote ourselves as the best example to illustrate
this fact.” (193)

Having heard this sermon, the parents too, who came to
know the truth, observed the rigid life of monks and having their
souls well exalted they obtained an extremely auspicious position.
(194)

Many other persons, entitled to spiritual elevation, heard

those words of the omniscient, and, some of them adopted an
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attitude full of faith, some accepted the life of monks, while some

adopted partial observance of the Five Vows. (195)

That pre-eminent Kevali Kummaputta, who thus enlightened
many men, lived the life of a monk for a long time and eventually

went to the Eternal Blessed Region. (196)

That devotee, who hears this life of Kummaputta which is
conducive to indifference for worldly affairs, becomes free from
all sins and becomes a recipient of unlimited happiness. [an

object of happiness to Anantahamsa the writer]. (197)

This short narrative is composed by Jina Manikya the
foremost pupil of the worthy blessed peceptor Hemavimala
which, being read by people, many live long. [This short narrative
is composed by the favourite pupil (Anantahamsa) of
Jinamanikya who had Shri Hemavimala as his blessed preceptor;

read by people, may it live long]. (198)

oo
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