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Preface.

This ttle book contains a senes of  brief
sketches of some distmgwshed Jamas and Jama
famihes,

The first ediion was pubhshed m 1914 under
— the utle of Jama Histoncal Studies  In prepanng
the second edition, the old matter has been revised
and partly rewntten  \anous errors have been
checked and corrected [FFour more sketches
namely, those of Kumarapala Chaulukya, Vastu-
pala, the Mohanots and Ratan Singh Bhandari have
been added  In deference to the opmion of a
critic, the old title has been discarded 1n favour of
the piesent onc, Itis hoped that the present
- edition will recene as favourable a reception as
has already been accordad(to the previous one

DELHI
August 1918- { UMRAO SINGH TANK,

SE
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EUMARAPALA CHAULUKYA.

THE JAINA EMPEROR OF WESTERN
INDIA.

The foundation of the Chaulukyan empire was lad
by Mularija Having conquered Gujarat in A. D. 941,
he settled there and made Annalulavada s capital.
Under the aggressive policy of lus successors, the king-
dom of Annahilavada rose to the position of an empire.
It was the richest 1f not the most warlihe empire of
India. At one tume, 1t compnsed eighteen principahties
extending from the hilly regions of the Hindukush to
the plamms of Maharashtra The chiefs of Kalyana,
the princes of Saurashtra, the Ravals of Chittore, the
Raos of Sapadhlaksha, the kings of Malwa the Chaha-
mans of Marwar all owed allegiance to the Emperor of
Anahilavada and did him homage. Durnng the reign
of Bima I,1m A D 1024 Mahmud of Ghazm invaded
(Gujarat, captured Somnath and sacked Anahilavada.
*“The wealth abstracted as reported m the history of
the conquerors by this scourge of India though deemed
incredible would obtain belief 1f the commercial riches
of Anhilvad could be appreciated. It was to India
what Venice was to Europe, the entre po¢ of tne

I
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products of both the Eastern and Western hemis
pheres  The empire, however recovered the shock
given by Mahmud and we find humarapala, the eighth
from the founder at the head of the nichest monarchy
m Indiz. Tnbhuvanapala the last ruler of the Chaulu-
kya dynest) was driven away from powerinA D 1.43
by Visaladeva, the Vaghela chiel of Dholkn whose
descendents continued to rule Gujarat until A D 1248
when Ulugh Khan and Nasrat Khan the generals of
Alau ud-din the Emperor of Delhi invaded the eountry
and gradually established Mohamedan supremacy there,
The defeat of Karna the last of the Vaghela line and
the capture of s beautiful daughter Devaladev: by
the Delln army are facts well known to every reader
of Indian History

On the death of Jayasimha Siddharaja  which
occured in A I} 1143 humarapala sat on the throne of
Annahilavada  Under him, the Chaululvan empire
reached its widest limits and enjoyed unminterrupted

ce and tranquility  The humarapalaprabandba
gives the following limits of his sway  The Turwshhas
or Turks on the north, the heavenly Ganges ot the east
the Vindhya mountains on the south the Sindhu nver
on the West.  Conmdenng his gretnessas a Ling and
conqueror  Obscrves a great scholar the historical
record of humarapala is meagre and incomplete
Matenals may still come to Iight which will show his
power to hate been surpritingly widespread
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Kumarapala was born 1mn A. D. 1093 at Dadhisthali
(Dethali) mn the appanage of lus father. According to
Merutunga who wrote m A. D. 1304, Kumarapala’s
grandfather Haripal was the natural son of Bhima I
by his concubine Chaula devi  His father, Tribbuvana-
pala, married Kashmiridevi who bore him three sons
Kumarapala bemg the eldest and two daughters
Pramaladevi and Devaladevi. Pramala was given in
marriage to Kanhadadeva, the military commander of
Jayasimha Siddharaja, and Devala to Arnoraja, the

King of Sapadalaksha who held his court at Sakamfhan
Sambhar

Jayasimha Siddharaja, the immediate predecessor
of Kumarapala had no male 1ssue  Naturally, Tnibhu-
vanapala and his sons, as next reversioners of the
emperor claimed the crown after him But Jayasimha
Siddharaja hated them for their low ornigmn and 1n order
to defeat their claim adopted Chahada son of Udayan
as his son and successors. With the object of elimina-
ting the possiblity of any quarrel as to succession after
his death, he procured the assassination of Tribhuvana-
pala Kumarapala had been marked out as the next
victim of his hatred. Kumarapala, however, realised
the danger which threatened h.m. In his distress,

1 The territory of Sapadalaksha included Hansi1 1n the Punjab, Ajmer,
Mandore the: old Capital of Marwar sx miles north of Jodhpur ang
Mandalgarh in Mewar.

3
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he consulted his brother-in Iaw Kanhadadeva who
advised him to quit Annahilvad  Accordingly, he
committed s wife to the care of his sister Pramala
and himself went into exile. He toamed about incog
nio wisting various places. On one occasion, he
clandestinely came back to Annahilvada with the
object of knowing how the matter stood 1n the court.
His presence was howaever discovered  Jayasimha
Siddharaja t once sent his men in search of him But
with the ard of a friendly potter named Alinga he
evaded hus pursuers and made good his escape. Thence
he betook himself to Cambay where he was introduced
to Hemachandra ! the well-known encyclopaedist of
the Janas

The holy man 13 said to have foretold tus future
greatness but he went away disbelieving While stay
ing at Ujjain humampala recerved intelligence of the
death of Jaysimha Siddharaja. He forthwith made for
Annzhilvada and got there at night. He saw hanhada
deva who received hum wth great cordiality and
promised him his support. Early next morning
hanhadadeva with the aid of his troops placed him
on the throne and proclaimed him emperor of the
Chaulukyan empire Deva Sri, the family chaplain

1 H warhandrs was the son of Chables a Molh Vasls Lyt wile
Pabisl Hors st Dhandaka in A, I 1630 Wasceaseratal Is 4, D 1077
by e acha dra  ardpadumin A D 1110 Diet s D 1T
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/
bestowed his blessings on the new emperor while
Kanhadadeva prostrated himself in submussion before

him.

The first act of Kumarapala after his having secured
the crown was to gratefully recognise in a befitting
manner the services of those who had befriended bim 1n
his days of adversity Vaghabhatta was appointed as
minister Alinga was made the chief member of the
Council  Devasri and others were given handsome
rewards

At the time when Kumarapala came to throne, he
had passed his fiftieth winter He had seen much of
the world and had laid up a vast store of experience 1n
course of his wanderings No wonder that a man of
his experience, should 1nsist upon looking himself mto
the affairs of realm and allow no one to arrogate his
authority This attitude of the emperor of course did
not find favour with the old courtiers who saw their
power gone and prestige damaged They all became
his enemies and entered imto a consplracy'wnh the
object of killing him and placing their own nominee
on the throne They posted secret agents with mstruc-
tions to watch and follow and assassinate the emperor.
But before they could achieve their object, the con-
spiracy was discovered and all the conspirators were
executed, .

Kumarapala owed his elevation to the thronme to
Kanhadadeva just as Akbar owed his crown to Bairam-
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kban It appears that soon after his installation as
emperor, Kumarapala got tired of his brother i law
on account of his arrogant and rude behaviour Proba
bly haobada wanted to Lesp the emperor under his
thumb and undoubtedly it was too much to tolerate
for a man of kumsarapala s temprament. Kanhadadeva
defied his authomty, published his low origin and
questioned his nght. Kumarspala gave him a (nendly
warning but he took no notice of it. At last by the
order of the emperor, he xas arrested and his eyes were
put out.

When Rumarapala had succeeded in secunng the
crown for himself, Chahada the disappointed claimant
departed from Annahilavada and invohed the assistance
of Amoraja the ling of Sapadlahsha  Arnoraja gave
him a rank 1n his army and took up;, his camse. He
began fomenting disaffection in humarapalas atm)
and with purse and promisc won over some of his
gencrals to hus side  Having thus made himscl” sure
of his success, he set nutat the head of a large force
and came on the borders of Gujarat  Though treason
and corruption were rampant in Kumarapala s ctmp yet
Kumarapala with his supenar generalship and heroic
boldness managed to defeat the enemy and inflict a
heavy loss ca him  Both Arnoraja and Chahada were
taken prisoners. Amorafa was alfowed to go back to
his kingdom while Chahads was pardoned and given
a position in the Imperial Court
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While Kumarapala was engaged 1n repelling the
attack of Arnoraja, Vikram Simha,-the chief of Chandra-
vat: contrived a plot to kill lim  Fortunately Kumara-
pala had tunely warning of the danger and thus what
would have proved a grievous disaster was averted.
The emperor afterwards deprived the delinquent of his
Jagirand conferred 1t instead on his nephew Yasodhaval.

Later on, Kumarapala subdued Malva killing
according to one account 1ts ruler Balal, conquered
Cmittore and ovenian the Punjab The terntory of
Chittore with 1ts seven hundred villages was corferred
m Jagir on Alinga These conquests are alluded to
m the Chittorgad inscription dated Vik Sam 1207
(A. D. 1150) One of the titles assumed by Kumarapala
was Avantinatha or the Lord of the Malva

Soon after, Kumarapala turned his attention to the
reduction of Sapadlaksa He prepared a large army
consisting of fourteen hundred camels and twice as
much foot and marched 1t agamst the ili-fated state.
Chahada was put 1n command of it. He attacked and
captured Bambhera, a town in Sapadalaksha and
established Chaulukyan supremacy m the country.
Seven crores of rupees worth gold and seven hundred
mares fell nto the hands of the victors An interesting
story 1s told by Merutunga which shows the thrnft if not
the miggardliness of Kumarapala. When war accounts
were submitted to the emperor, he was very angry
with Chahada for his having mcurred an unauthorised

&
A3
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’
expenditure of one lac of rupees in chanty out of the
war purse “ The expences in which you indulge’
suid the emperor “even I am not able to compass
“ Because your Majesty is not n hing s son while I am ™
was the ready retort of Chahada.

In or about A D 1150 Kumampala was con
fronted with a domestic trouble which led him to
declare war agamst Amoraja It has alreadv been
mentioned that one of the sisters of Rumarapala was
marned to Amoraja  According to Jinamandana-gam,
Devaladevi having been msulted by her husband left
him 1nd reported the matter to her brother humam
pala to avenge the affront offered to her sister invaded
the terntory of this brother n law and occupied it
The result of the expedition was that Arnoraja acknow
ledged the supremacy of humarapala and becimen
feudatory of the Chaulukvan empirce

In orabout A D 1156 humairpalt set his heart on
the conquest of the Northern honkan  Hesent Am
bada there with a large forcc  While the Chauluhyan
army was crossing the halavini Mallik Arjuna Silhara
the king of northern honkan orertook it by surpnse
and threw jt into confusion This raverse, however
did not disconsolate the emperor who at once sct himsdIf
to make preparation on a larger saale for another ex
pedition  Ho again sent an army under the general
ship of the same commander against Mallick Arpun
According to the Pnthvirzja vijaya, Someshvara too
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was present m the campaign. This time victory greeted
Chaulukyan arms. ° After a hand to band fight the
Silhara prnince was made captive He was slam by
Ambada’s own hand and his head was brought to
Annalilavad The emperor recogmsed the services
of Ambada by conferring on him the title of Rajapita-
maha  The northern Konkan was reduced to the
position of a fief of the Chaulukyan empire.

In his early life, Kumarapala was a votary of Shiva.
He ate meat, drank wine, offered sacrifices and had no
scruples 1n shedding blood and making aggressive wars,
But afterwards he came 1n contact with Hemachandra-
the celebrated Jamna scholar Under his guidance he
gradually became imbued with the spmt of Jamism
and ultimately m A.D 1159 formally embraced it.
He adopted the twelve vows of a Sharavaka and did his
best to disseminate the principles of the Jamma religion
among the masses Jmamandanagani i his Kumara-
palaprabandha refers to a mussion sent by Kumarapala
to Jayachandra of Beneres with the object of pursuad-
mg him to put a stop to hmsic practices prevailing in
his ternitory  Jaimmism wrought a great change in the
character of the emperor He gave up flesh food,
abstammed from spimtuous drinks, refused to make
aggressive wars and showed a great respect to the nights
of his weaker neighbours. He abolished capital punish-
ment, remitted taxes on fuel coal and carts and abstained
from confiscating the property of those of his sﬁbjects
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who died leaving widows but no sons He stopped
the sale of apmtuous liquors and passed laws ngainst
gambling and betting

After his conversion to Jainism Kumarapala was
filled with a desire to become the ¢ Master of the Order
In consultation with Hemachandr, he organised a
party of pilgrims and at hus own expence led it to the
holy mount Shatrunjaya Accompanied by his friends
and relatives, ministers and merchants monks and nuns
he advanced from his capital and travelling by easy
stages reached Dhandhuba the birth place of Hema
chandra. Thence he proceeded to Shatrunjaya  From
there he went to Girnar and other holy places of the
Jamnas in Kathiawad

humarapala was a great builder  Almost all the
Svetambara temples and monuments of urknown
ongin are ascribed either to lum or to Samprati, the
grandson and succeisor of Aroha S5 great an impr
ession did the extentand magnificence of his architectural
activity make on the popular imagmation that tradition
credits him with erection of 1440 new temples and the
restoration of 16000 decayed ones At Annahilvad he
built a temple dedicated to Nemnatha which he 1n the
memory of his father, called Tribhuvanavihara  Io his
days of excile he had once been without food for thres
days A certain lady took pity on him and refreshed
him with some eatables W hen he became emperor he
didlnot forget the graceful act of his benefactress He
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erected o TTWerr s m hesour of her and meoned st
Kuaadbhs Vb s Camboy B peston d the temple
wow, e Howsenande hod boanvonsectated nnd whach
had sne alca mte smns and oo Honad thoere anaage
cut ont ol M prry on eloae, AL the sprgesthion of G-
wda, Brorospats which woo probabiv anly supportad by
Hoemeehombis horobmlt the decayad tempie of soma-
fathy Taeres epgpraphic evidense to <how that m Vil

St s Kumopa s bndt 1 tomple knowsny as Kuy-
ar '\:h.m at Jalo f\i trear) and consened it to the
care of Devachrmdracharya of the  nhad pachehha,
He ereraad bospitels whers food and modiome were
frech cupplied to the poor aud alse  construciud
Posadha-salas and upasiras,

When Kumarapsl: came to throne, he was qute
an abtrate man A the sugpestion of Kapardm,
s mumster, he  feamnt reading and anting and
one year read  three poums  with  ther comme-
ntaries  Lihe Akbar, he was fond of the society of
learned men nd used to hear their disconrses, The pocet
the pandit, and the priest all frequented s court and”
were freely and hiberally patromsed by lim Under
him, Hemachandra wrote some of his best works on
rehgion, history and hterature— Yogashastra Trisasthi-
salakapurushachantra, Dyvayasraya, Sabdanusasana ete.
and Ramchandra composed sum of his famous dramas.
Sripal was the poet-laureate to the emperor and Solaka
the court musician. Kumarapala founded twenty-one
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libraries and opened a copying department whose busi
ness was to copy ont old manuscripts and scrolls

Kumaripala had no male issue  He had onlya,
danghter by his queen Bhopaldew, named Lilu whose
son was Pratapamalla  There were two claimants to
choose between, for the future succession Pratapamalla
and Ajayapals, humarapalas nephew The emperor
prefered the former to the latter and was supported in
bis choice by Hemachandra and i party  While the
question of succession was agitating the mind of the
court Hemachandra fell senousiv 11l All that med:
cal shill cculd do was attempted 10 vain  In the year
12 9 of the Vikrama cra the great sage passed awny
Rumarapala s gref for lus guru knew no bounds It
gave lum 1 temble shock and he refused to be consoled
After some mix months he was confined to bed and
fol'owed his guru to the next world The fniendship
between the sage and the monarch was sincere and di
sinterested and it remends Mr Tawney that of Fronto
and Marcus Aurelius

humarapala belonged to that clase of rulers whose
Dbest known representatives among the Jainas are Samp
rati, Amoghavarsh and Rharvella. He managed to
combine 1n him the benevolence of a monk with the
wisdom of n statesman He was just, impartial and
lnborious  Pure and aboyve rep-oach in his puvate life,
simplc and frugal in his hatnts, repd and stnct in the
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observance of his rehigious vows Kumarapala was a
perfect model of J2ina purity and piety.

No sooner had breath left Kumarapala’s body than
Ajayapala seized the throne and proclaumed hmself
Emperor of the Chaulukyan empire  He wreaked s
vengeance on all those who had supported the cause of
Pratapamalla. It was a day of ternble persecution for
the followers of the late emperor The temples built
by him were pulled down and razed to the ground
Kapardin was arrested and thrown into the cauldon
Ramchandra the dramatist was seated ona heated plate
of copper and tortured to death. Next came the turn
of Ambada. He was asked eirther to do homage to
Ajayapala or to prepare himself for death.

“ In thus birth” roared tbe old knight, “I do homage
to Arhat as my deity, to Hemchandra as my teacher and
to Kumarapala as my master ” On this blank refusal, a

fight ensued 1n whicn Ambada was overpowered and
killed.

Ajayapala ruled but three years. He was stabbed
with a kmife by a door-keeper and expired on the spot.



The Rige and Fall of the Bachchhavats

While on 1 short visit to Bikaner, on the occasion
of the Jubile. celebrated by ‘aharaja Ganga Sioghji,
I was shown among other places of mterest, a Jana
Upasara, situate m the Rangri ha-chowk It 1s an
ancient loohing bullding with a large open space in
front of 1t and s said to have once formed part of the
palatial residence of the Bachchhavat famuly My good
guide related to me a pathetic story of tha rise and fall
of the Bachchhavats as we went round the place A
feeling of awe and reverence came over me as he des
cnbed ; the “osing scenc of the drama of the
Bachchhavat actimty  which  was enacted  some
three centuries ago on the verv spot where we then
found ourselves standing It was a tragedy purc and
simple. The Bachchhavats had doubtless a glorious
nise and & stll more plorious fall and cvery son of the
Jaina mother may justly be proud of it

Bachchharaj, after whom the family 1s called
Bachchhavat, was the real founder of the Bachchhavat
greatness  He sprang from the noble stoch of the
Bothras of ‘Marwar jn whose veins flowed the heroic
blood of the warlike Choban pnnce Samant Singh
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the kg of Jalore, He entered the service of Rao
Ridhmal, chief of Mandore, where his tact and good
fortune helped him to the position of “ diwan” When
Ridhmal was slam by a relative of the infant
Rana Kumbha, -Bachchhara) mvited his eldest son,
Jodha to Mandore and proclaimed him  king.
~ Later on, Bika, son of Jodha, 1n his ambition to carve
out a new kingdom for himself set out northward from
Mandore. Bachchhraj attached himself to the adven-
turous- prince and accompanied him 1n his quest for a
kmgdom His step was onme m the mnght direction.
1t marked the beginning of a bright and prosperous era
1o the history of the Bachchhavat family. Fortune
" favoured Bika and crowned his efforts with success
Having secured possession of a tract of land belonging
*o the Sanklas of Janglu, he carried his arms westward
ind conquered Bhagore from the Bhatties Here he
ounded his capital, Bikaner, m A D 1488, thirty years
ifter his departure from the parental roof at Mandore
mnd settled m his new environments as an independ-
:nt monarch  Bachchhraj also settled down' with his
amily m the new city. Fellowing the example of his
master, he founded a willage which he called, after his
name, Bachchhasar Bachchhraj was a man ofgreat piety
and love, and did much to further the glory of the

Jama religion  He made pilgrnimage to Mount Shatrun-
Jaya-and died full of years and honours.

Through the kind and generous'offices of my gwde
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I have been able to give the followmng geneology of the
Bachchhavat family

Jesal ji
Bachchhr;
S T~
haram giugh Var Siogh Nar émgh

| KL
Meghraj Nagraj Amar Bijoj Du'ngnr Qar
Sangram
Karam fhnnd

Bhag C!h:md Lakshmi Chand

As time rolled on the Bachchhavats gained more
and more n jnfluence stabilitv and power  They
remained chief advisers and frnends of all the successive
chiefs from Bika downwards until their overthrow
dunng the reygn of Rai Singh The post of the diran
became hereditary in the family  They produced men
of great experience and wide culture who not only
controlled the civil affairs of the state with great skill
and tact but also took part in miltary tramsactions
In fact they handled the sword as well as the pen
Var Singh and Nagraj were their great warriors. The
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former lost his Iife ;n an engagement with Hap Khan
Lodi, while the latter greatly distingwished himself mn
putting down an msurrection during the reign of Lun
Karan. Nor did the Bachchhavats lag behind 1n deeds
of public good and religious charnity. They celebrated
the enthronements of Jamma pontiffs, led parties of
pilgrims, and built grand places of worship They
patronised learming encouraged art, and reheved the
needy. In short, the existence of the Bachchhavat
family proved a great blessing to their neighbours

Karam Chand, the last of the great Bachchhavats,

was the son of Sangram, the mimister of Rao Kalyan
Singh

A}

When Rai Singh came to gadd: m A. D. 1573 he
appomted Karam Chand as his diwan Karam Chand
was a man of great erudition and wide culture. So
far as his personal appearance was concerned nature
had not been very indulgent to him, but he possessed
a strong common sense, and was a prudent statesman
and wise admimstrator

Rar Singh had not been long on the throne, when

Abhaya Singh, Raja of Jeypore, invaded Bikaner The

times were out of joint and the state was not prepared

to run the nisk of a disastrous and dubious war In his

perplexity, the Raja held a conference with the minister

who, with his characteristic quickness of decision and,
‘ 2
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tleatness of brafn, advised tho prince to make peaco
with the invader  Ral Singh did as o had been ads [seid
to do by hin minister  The wsdom of haram (hand
saved the situationand Dikaner continued t2 onjoy peace
and proaperity

Rat Singh was an impetuos, headlong and eredutous
man  His worst fault was an uttor disregard for con
sequences  [lo was goncrous to a fault, to speak the
bext of him  Ie dissipated the fortune of his fore
fathora fn n most reckless mannor 1o wasted his
revenuea in building now forts and fortresses e
threw away hilamoney to the dhate and the charons
It ta saitl that onee a #hat nmned Shankar composed
some verses in hiv prage wud recited them (o him on
the oceanlon of his return from Delhd  Ho (et ro hig hly
humoured that fna it of generoaty  he ondered his
winfater to confer upon the panepyrist n Ahsat anid a
reward of one croto ol tupeer  The announement
atagpered the minfater He hestated and remonstrated
with th* prince aud to ! the prince rabsed the amount
of rowattd to one crore amil twenty five lacy  One croro
of rupees, gocs ! the stary waeat once pald aml for the
balance the sevenue of thie stata was pledpet  The
story may not he tru to the letter, but fte value liey
in the fact that it throws a floa! of tieht on the court
{ife of thoss daya [t acqualnts s with the dreum
stances wnder which Aaram Ghand fived  f¢ At Jeast
points out the direction In which we should fook fur the
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causes which brought about friction between the
prince and his minister and ultimately the downfall
of the latter. Rai Smngh every day grew more and
more extravagant. The treasury stood in danger of
running dry. The finances fell into disorder. The
future appeared gloomy. At last Karam Chand,
actuated by his love and devotion to the house of Bika,
made a last and determined effort to bring the prodigal
prince to his senses. But the result proved most disast-
raus to himself It has been alleged that m A. D. 1595
Rai Singh learnt that Karam Chand had formed a
conspiracy with the object of supplanting him either
by Dalpat Smgh or by Ram Singh. It has been further
asserted that Karam Chand thereby wanted to make
himself all-powertul m the state We may mention
here once for all that we are not prepared to give
credence to these allegations which are neither sup-
ported by evidence nor seem probable under the
circumstances We fail to perceive any motive in Karam
Chand for this alleged act of treason against his master.
Even those who lay this charge at his door are not agreed
among themselves as to the name of the person in
whose favour the alleged conspiracy was formed , vz,
whether 1t was Dalpat Singh or Ram Singh. Beeldes
the fact that Akbar, who wason the most friendly
terms with Rai Singh and was also connected with him
through the marnage of his son, extended a hearty, open
and ready welcome to Karam Chand when he fled to
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Delhy, strongly militates aganst the theory that he
had any hand in the crime imputed to him e ail
know how inveterate Rai Singh had been 1o his enmuty
towards him and presumably he must have done his
best to undermine the position and damage the status
of Karam Chand at the court of the Emperor He
might have gone so far as to ask the Emperor to band
over Karam Chand to him or at least to turn him ont
That Akbar, whose reputation for justice and fair
dealing has been unimpeachable, never doubted even for
a moment the mmnocence of the minister 13 a complete
answor to all the charges so mualictonaly levelled against
bim On the other hand, Akbar treated him with
great honour and conmderation It may be asked if
Karam Chand had really a clear conscience, why did
he run away from Bikanar Those who have carefully
stadied the history of Rajasthan and have before their
mind s eye the fates of men like Indraj Singhw and
Amar Chand Surana will at once agree with us that
this step of lis was one in the night direction  Unfort
unatly, in those days, the state could not boast ofa strong
and indepeadent jodiciary and consequently there was
not a fair chance of justice for those who had the mis
fortune of beiag accused of high treason against their
prince  Tobe brief, we believe that haram Chand
was quite innocent of the charge which had been
brought against him  Nay, he fell 2 mareyr in a rizht
and just cause He was not the author ofany cons
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prracy but was rather the victim ofit His own high
sense of duty with which he approached the task of
administration proved the cause of his ruin  He was
determined to bring the prince back to the right path
and he worked for the realisation of this object with an
unflinching faith and untiring zeal which always guide
those who believe themselves engaged in a just and
righteous cause In so doing, he mmcurred the enmity
of those whose 1nterest lay 1n seeing the prince persist
i his old course of extravagance and dissipation, To
proceed, his enemuies got the upper hand n the court
and poisoned the ears of the Raja agamnst him by in-
venting an 1mag.nary story of an imaginary plot. The
credulous prince— and we know that he was so on the
authority of no less a person than Jahangir himself—
beheved 1mplicitly m all the nonsense which the
enemies of Karam Chand had been pleased to tell him.
He at once determined to arrest Karam Chand and to
put hum to death. The friends of the munister had al-
ready reported to him all that had beea talked of or
said about him 1n the court Assoon as he learnt the
decision of the prince, he fled from Bikanar and invoked
the protection of Akbar which was generously given.
The Emperor treated the noble refugee with every
courtesy and kindness and conferred on him a position
of honour in the coust. Karam Chand rose higher and

higher every day 1n the esteem of Akbar, and:soon
acquired great influence over him. |
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When Rai Singh learnt that Karam Chand had
escaped to Delhi, he swors indignantly and vowed
veageance on him and we shall see Iater on how
keenly he felt hus discomfiture and frustration

While Karam Chand was a refugee at Delhi, a cur
jous incadent occured at Bhatner which gave him an
opportunity of avenging himself on Rai Singh Itis
not, however, certain whether or not he took advan
tage ofit. In A D 1597, while Rai Singh was staymg
at Phatner, & place in huis territory, Nasir Khan, father
in lawofthe Emperor happened to comethere The Raja
appomted Teja Bagor to 1ok after the comfort of his
illustrious guest  Teja entertained his guest m a
manner which was quite unique and novel  While the
Khan was taking a stroll, Tefa pretended to be made
and belaboured hfm with shoes The hhan hastened
to Dethi and complamed of this outrage to Akbar
The emperor called upon the Rajato surrender the
offender to him, but the latter blankly refused todo so
This enraged the Lmperor who dispossessed Rai Singh
of his jagir of Bhatner and instead coferred it on his
(Rais) son Dalpat Singh We do not know for certain
whether haram Chand actually espoused the cause of
the agprieved Khan at the eourt , but all the same Rai
Singh beleved that he had done so an jmpression
which tended to intensify still deeper the already exis
ting bitterness between the Raja and bis late minister
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The services rendered by Karam Chand to his com-
munity and rehgion can never be overated. His
memory 1s still chenshed n Rajputana as one of the
great benefactors of the Sangha. Every act of his
bespeaks of his boundless chanty and unostentatious
piety. In A.D. 1555 he celebrated the official entry of
Jinachandra sur of the Brihat Kharataragachchha with
great ec/at at Bikaner.. The Zav: who announced him
the advent of the holy gwza was given a handsome
reward. Dunng the famine of 1578 (Vik-Sam 1633),
he made every endeavour to relieve the starving popula-
tion by establishing depots for the free distnbution of
corn. He recovered a large number of Jana images
from the Mahomedans into whose hands they had
fallen and deposited them in the Chintamany temple
at Bikaner. He mtroduced some needed reforms n the
Osval community and fixed and regulated the cesses
due by the community to the dhojaks

Akbar, though not a convert, was more than an
admirer of Jammism It was Hiravjaya-sun who first
made him familiar with the sublime teaching of the Jina
in A D. 1682. Asaresult of his activity and labour,
Jamism secured a cormer mn the emperor’s heart and
proved 1itself a potent factor in nfluencing his views and
policy. Mr. Smuth 1s perfectly right when he observes
that many of his acts from 1682 onwards were the
direct outcome of his partial acceptance of the Jama
doctrime, Abul Fazl expressly mentions Hiravijayasun
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and his colleagues in his Ain: Akbard and 1s corro-
borated by Jahangir who refers to his father s nequain
tance with the Svetambara Jainas  ALbar loved and
admired and respected his Jama gurus ! In A D 1592,
at the suggestion of haram Chand, he inwited Jina
chandra Suri from Cambay and received the holy visitor
at Lahore with every marh of honour due to hjs exalted
position  Manasimha ? (Jinasimha Suri) Veshharsa,
Parmanand and Samayasundara were in attendance on
the learned Suri At the desire of Akbar Jinachandm
Surn declared Manasimha as his successor  This declara
tion was followed by a grand and Impressive ceremoney
at which ALbar himself was present and was made an
occasion for feasts and festivities towards the cost of
which haram Chand materially contnbuted  Before
the Suri took leave of Akbar, the Iatter conferred on the
former the title of Yugapradnana ? and issued two cdicts
ono forbidding fishing in the Gulf of Cambay and the
other, interdicting the slaughter of amimals during eight
days of the month of Ashadbha

1 Hirarijaps n, Vilygawns rord thint st e Ttam Lanlie

b dihlchandn Padmasopdar cte ke I IL IV LANY
2 Mentioned by Jebangir In Bl X medry
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* Raw Iads s you are, take care lest you should be
deceived by his false tears and consent to go back to
Bikaner The Raje fs mther gneved to see me die in
glory  With these words of advice and warning, the
great man passed away The Raja was profuse in tus
expression of sorrow and sympgathy for the bereaved
family and employed every art in persuading the
brothers to accompany him to Bikaner, but all to no
purpose.
Ras Singh felt greatly annoyed at the failure of his
fiendish design but he stll cherished a hope to have
his revenge oneday In A D 1611 he became serioushy
ill and his malady took a fatal turn  When he felt his
end draw nigh, he called his son Sur Singh to s bed
side and admonished him thus My son, 1 die disap
pomnted My last instruction to yon is that you would
bring back the sons of haram Chand Bachchhavat to
Bikaner and pumish them for the sins of their father
With these words, the Raja expired
Raf Singh was succceded by Dalpat Singh who ruled
for about two years In A D 1613 Sur Singh became
Raja  He had howerver, not forgotten the last wishes
of his dying father, but was only waiting for & proper
opportunity to discharge his treacherous trust  As
soon as he had celebrated his coronation, he hastened
to Delhi. His object in going to Delhi was two-fnld,
firstly, to do homage to the Lhmpetor, and srcondly
to bring back the Bachebbavat famfly to Bikaner  He
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completely succeeded m his intention. He met Bhag-
chand and Lakshmichand there and under most solemn
promises and assurances secured their consent to accom-
pany him to Bikaner.

Decoyed wnth a fallacious guarantee of personal
immunity and allured with the false prospects of the
restordtion of their old nghts, the Bachchhavat brothers
and their family started on their journey to their native
place. They rejorced over the idea that their days of
banishment had cone to an end and that they would
soon be among their own people and 1 therr own land.
Theirr hearts were surcharged with feelings of gratitude
and thankfulness towards their supposed benefactor.
The 1ll-fated youths hardly dreamt that all the promises
had been made only to be broken, and that they were
being led to their doom. Sur Singh took more than
ordmary care 1n concealing his deep-laid plot He dis-
mussed his diwan and proclaimed to the world that he '
was going to restore the post to its rightful claimants.
Iin course of time, they reached DBikaner and were
apparently treated with great courtesy and consideration
by the Raja. In fact, they had been lulled into fatal
secunity. They had been there barely two months when
one morning they awoke only to discover that therr
houses had been besieged by three thousand soldiers of
Sur Singh. Now truth dawned on them 1n all its terrble
reality They instinctively reahised the situation
and preferred a glorious death to an ignominious
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surrender  The small band of their Rajput servants who
numbered only 500 rallied round their mastery and girt
up theirlomsto defend them. Every one had the cournge
and endurance to suffer or to die The Bachchhavats
and their followers fought like heroes, but it was not a
contest 1 the strict sense of the word It wns a mere act.
of butchery—and that too of the most revolting type on
the part of the besiegers  When all hope of salvation
had gone, the brave brothers, true to their Oswal birth,
resclved, to signalise the end of therr family In their
despair—they resorted to the awful but ancient cratom
of johar The fatal pyre was Lt up All men and
women took leave of each other The ladies and
children, the aged and the infirm all surrendered their
Lives—some by sword, others in the leaping flames of
fire Blood flowed out in torrents as the fumes of smoke
curled their course upward Not one feared to die
Every thing valuable was destroved and thrown into
a well which 19 still pomnted out to the wsitor This
done, the brothers paid their respectful homage to the
Arhats, put on saffron pags and embraced each other
for the last time They, then, threw open the gates of
the Jiaoeli and rushed out sword in hand  They fought
bravely but were overpowered and cut to pleces
Thier houses were pulled down and razed to the ground -
The Raja made every endeavour to extermfuate the
Bachchhavat clan but providenco had decreed other
wise A Bachchhavat lady was absent ona visitto
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her father'’s place at Kishengarh where she had gone
to take her confinement. A male child was born to
her and thus the Bachchhavat clan has been preserved.

APPENDIX (1). -
UDAYANA.

(A) TUdayana was a native of Marwar He was a Jama by religion
and Smmal by caste  Duning the reign of Jaya-Sinha-8iddha-raja, he
came to Karanavat: (Ahmedabad) were he prospered and bwlt a magnifi-

cent temple  According to Merutunga, he died dunng the reign of Kumara-
pole npparently 1 A, D 1150 but the time of Ius death has been questioned
by Dr Buhler who treats it as mmprobable Udayvana had four sons,
Vaghabhatta, Chahade, Ambeda and Sola

THE HONORIC DESIGNATIONS OF
KUMARAPALA.,

B A soibe g colophon which refors itself to the reign of Kumarcpala

Chaulukyn nnd is appended to a MS  of Tilayasundarirayaanachudrakaba
runs thug —
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THE ANOESTORS OF BACHCHHARAJ

(C) The Bachchhavate trace their desent from Bagn  the chief of Deva—
lavatsk. Sagar balonged to the Devads Olan of the Chobans and {a atated to
bare waged warsgainst the Shah fMalva and devasted his territory He
had three sons named Bohditha, Gengdas and Jays Sinha reapectirely Sapar
" suocseded by His oldest mon Bohtttha Bohittha is beliered to have
been o maporary of Rens E. ingh and tsken part In the dofence of
Ohittors sguinst the armles of Als ud<in Bohitths had sight sone (1)
Bri Earan () Josa [ 3] Talhs [ 4 Jagan Mal | 6] Bhima [87] Bomel [7]
Punvapa! | 8] Padms and ons danghter named Padma.  §ri Karan was the
Iast of the line who oocupled the gadl of Devalavatak { Aba] The armlies of
Ganri Shah invaded his tecritory and took possssxion of t- Bl Karan was
klled in the sction. Hls quesn with her four children [ 1] SBamadhar
[ 2] Udharan { 3] Harldas and | 4 ] Virdes osceped to her lather's homse
at Kberi and took refuge thete They all adopted the Jama religion
T jpal »om of dhar took hla rest st Achlpur Pstan sad
was & maglatrate EH is sld to have celebrated the nthromement of
4 caknshil eur, en  rent which tbe Kharstars Gachchha puttavall
plices | Bam 1377 Tejprls son was Dilha who had three soms | 1]
Radm [ } Dharmnand | 3] Vanda K dus Jived for sometime in Memar
0 1 ststod to ha o brought sbuat rvooncillstion between the Rsnt of
(Ihittore and the King of Malva  H  afterwards returned t  Qojarst and
wa the Governorof Anhilrad Patan He celebrated the enthronement {
Jinarsj surl and In Vik, Bam 1432 conducted a party of pllcrien o Mom t
Rhatrunjays Kadus bad a son nsmed Mera the f ther of Mandia who
wettled in Virampar  The son of Mandan wa Uds who had two sons Narpal
and Nag) va  Yaydora wa thef ther { Jesal who wa th fatd rof

Bachebhars}
AEKBAR AND JINACBANDRA.

(D; 2¢ Jipachapilra surd VI (Flatt, Yo 61), the ruling epiritual bead
wh co quered mmny oppoments in dlrputatiemy  H wr eslled By th
Jord Jalaluddin, the glorion Padishah Akabbars, whe wis de frn ef
socing him  baving heard of b ummeasurable greataes  that onfshled
Staell {n conzequence of hi stay at Stambhatirtha (or Cambay) dotieg th
mfn  {(Vikram) Bambhat 1543, He met the owmpero  pless~d bimty
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the multitude of his virtues, and obtained one edict (phuramana) forbidding
the slaughter of animals during eight days in Ashadha, and second protect-
g the fish 1n the Gulf of Cambay (Stambhatirthr Samudra), as well as.
toe title ** the most vartuous, glorious pontiff of the age " Saftamasryu
gapradhana)  Further at the commsand of the emperor, he orossed by
magic (?) the five nivers of the Punjab on the tweltth lunar day of the
bright hali of Magha, ( Vikrama) Samvat 1652 He was attended by
Jinasimha on whom he had conferred the digmitv of “acharya m the
presence of the emperor AEKbar "—an extract from the inseription of
" Vadipur-Parsvanatha at Pattana dated Vik Sam 1652 (See Ep Ind, I,
321)

JINASINHA-SURI.

(E) Klatts article on Jinasinha-gurt 1 his Specimen of a Jaina ono-
masticon runs thus —** Jinasimha suri, the 62 (Other MSS 65 or 66)
suri of the Vrihat-Kharatra ghchchha, between Jinachandra sur1 and Jina-
raja suri, son of Jaha Champas: of the Ganadhara Chopada gotra and
Chaturangadevi (another MS. Champalade), born at Khetasaragrama
S5, 615 margoirsha sudi purmmmasyam, Mulanaman Mansinha , Diksha at
Vikaner S 1623 Margacirsha Vadi 5, Vachakapada at Jesalmeru S 1640
magh> sudt 5, Acharyapada at Lahore S 1649 phalguns sudi 2 Vikanera-
vastavya-mantrn Karmachandriknta-mahotsavana , suri-pada at Venatata
5 1670 posa vadi 13, died at Medita 3 1674 pausa vad1 13 Ind. Ant XI,
250 A  Weber IT, 10527

DEATH OF AKBAR

(F) The Joina poet Banarasidass, who was a contemporary of Akbar,
tells us that the cmperor died in Kartlk Vik Sam. 1662 and graphically
desoribes the eflfect of pamec that spread among the masses on the-
demise of the Great Mughal mn the following Hindi verses —

UT WY gX ¥ 5% wute | gear Aty 23 g !
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—The Banarasmvilasa
Introd, ppr 51-2
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THE MOHANOTS

The Mohanots form an important sept of the Osval
community Their ongmal home 1s Marwar but they
are also met with i Kishengadh and Udayapur.
They muster strong m Jodhpur where they occupy
some responsible posts and wield no small influence m

" the offictal circle Their chief occupation has been

state service but of late some of them have taken to
commerce and banking.

The Mohanots claim to have descended from Raya-
pala, the Rathod Chief of Marwar. Tradition avers that
he had thirteen sons  Kanakapala, being the eldest,
succeeded his father in Vik. Sam. 1301. Of the 1emain-
g twelve sons, one was Mohanay from whom the
Mohanots take therr name. Mohanaji, 1n spite of his
having had a Bhatilady to wife, took a fancy for a
Smisrimal girl and married her The result of this union
was a son named Sapatasena On his growing to man'’s
estate, Sapatasena became a convert to Jammism and was
admitted mnto the Osval brotherhood. The Mohanots
look upon Sapatasena as their common ancestor

The Mohanots have played a conspicuous part 1n the

_ history of the Marwar They have produced soldiers

as well as statesmen The names of some of their great

1 The date of conversion 1s g;aven as Kartik sud1 13 Vik Bam 1351,
3
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men are assocrated with rare deeds of cluvalry and
heramsm.

Achalofi who was slan m an encounter with the
Mughals at Savarada mn Vik. Sam 16,5, Jayamal who
served as governor of Vadnagar in about Vik Sam 1671,
and Nenasi who compiled a history of the Marwar, all
of them belonged to the category of the Great
Mohanots



THE BHANDARIS OF MARWAR

The Bhandaris belong to the official ( Mutsad:)
section of the Osval community. They occupy an
eminent position in Marwar society  In Jodbpur, they,
at present, number about 300 families

The Bhandamns trace their descent from the Chohan
kings of Ajymer  Their ancestor Rao Lakhanasi*
( Lakshamana) separated himself from the Ajmer
House and became the founder of an independent line
of rulers at Nandole. Inscriptions recently brought to
Iight record gifts and concessions made by the Chaha-
mana princes and princesses m favour of Jama temples,
and thus testify to the great influence once exercised by
Jamism over the amstocratic classes of Marwar
Perhaps the best known chief of the Chahamana dynesty
was Alhanadeva, who n A. D. 1162 made a generous
endowment towards the mamtenance of a Jamna temple
at Nadole and also promulgated an edict forbidding
the slaughter of animals on certain days of the month

1 There are Bhandari settlers 1n Jaipur and Cawnpur carrying gn
jewellery business

2 No record of Lakshamana has yet come to hght But on the Surajpol
at Nadol there 18 an inscription of the time of Kelhana dated V E 1223

which 1ncidentally mentions the name of Lakhana gnd the date V E
1039 for him —Ep Ind XI, 67
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Not to digress, Lakhana-#1 was, doubtless, a great man
Hewas 2 man of great heroic courage and patriotle
zeal He “ collected tranmt dues from the further gate
of Anhulwara and levied tribute from the pnnce of
Chittore, A vimtor is still shown a fortress at Nadole
which local tradition attsibutes to this celebrated
prmee

Lslha according to Bhandari tradrtion, had twenty
four sons including one Dadmo (the Duda of the
Nadalaf inscription) waom the Bhandans claim es their
great ancestor * In Vik. Sum 1049 A D g92 Dadrao
adopted Jumsm at the hands of Yasobhadrnsuri? of the
Sanderaka Gachchha and joined tho Osval brotherhood
Offigally, Dadarao was designated as Bhandar
(Bhandagarika) or the person In charge of the store
house and consequently his descendents became hnown
as Bhandaris

Qur information about the great Bhandans who
lived 1nd died under the Chahamans is at present »olely

1 Yascbhsdra-surl xmid tobave died i Vik Ham 10X9F > C B NI
Nor. % p 412 He wes uereeledby fallvanwh w snor m t
tbe Chah msoy rscs  Th date ol thedeath {thegr att ¢ b which

n nby & wrt roof th I6thcentary conflicts w ththat (1 all ~d
conversion of Dadreo but fo the abeen~s of more convincing anl rel) bly

vidence it woald be unsa! to refect the traditlonal dat of o enbm

2 Vide Appendiz 2. Thare are at least two known laseription r ntis
ing the Daandaris as baving drecended from Lakhana.
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derived from the mscriptions and 1s necessarily meagre,
but so far as 1t goes 1t 1s sufficient to estabhish the
antiquity of the Bhandarn claim and warrant the con-
clusion that the Bhandans enjoyed the patronage of
therr Chahamana masters and perhaps possessed some
sort of terntonal power 1 some out-of-way districts
The earliest known mscription mentioning the Bhan-
dans comes from Nadlai It 1s dated Magha sudi 5
Vik Sam, 1189 and refers to Bhandar1 Naga Siva as a
witness to a certain grant Another mscription dated
Vikt Sam 1241 refers to one Bhandar: Yasovira as the
lord of Palla (a wvillage six miles to the west of
Jodhpur) A Jalore inscription dated V S 1242
records the rebuillding of a Jama temple by Bhandan
Yasovira son of Pasu in accordance with the orders
of the Maharaja Samarasimha Deva A Juna mscnp-
tion dated 1352 of the reign ot Maharaja Samanta
sinha Deva describes among others Bhandan Migala
as one “ appomted by the king to draw up documents”

The settlements of the Bhandans in Jodhpur date
from the time of Rao Jodha ( A D 1427-89) whom
they rendered splendid services Under their leaders
Naro-n and Samro-ji, they fought for Jodha agaimnst
the Mewar forces at Jhilwara and defeated them.
Ever since therr advent into Jodhpur, the Bhandars
have been influential at court and have filled 1n various
positions of trust and responsiblity in the state. They
have always been loyal to the House of Jodha and
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npt n few of them are stfll counted among the valued
and useful servants of tha state

Like the Singhvis, the Bhandans have handled the
sword as well as the pen They have not onl\ won
laurels as statesmen and soldiers but have also carned
distinction as builders and writers The monuments
like the Kaparda Parsvanatha temple bear testimony
to the pure and manly taste displayed by their founders
and the writings of men like Nemchandra bespeak
of a true literary genius possessed by their uuth.c»rs
Among the Bhandans of histoncal fame! we may
mention the names of Bhana, Raghunath Khimsi,
Anupsingh  Vijav  Suratram, Ratnasingh Gangaram,
Prithwirs) Lakshmicand, Bahadarmal and hishenmal

Bhana —He lived under Gajasimha of Marwar and
was a resident of Jetaran

His father’s name was Amara. o Vik Sam 1678
he built a magnificent temple dedicated to Parsvanatha
at haparada, ( Marwar) and had the installation
ceremony performed by Jinamnha suri of the Bnhad
acharya Kharatari sahba  Ananscnption jnased on
the chief 1mage describes Bhana as having descended
from Raj Lakhana

e zo ¢+ HATH ?tﬁm‘y acifen grivteoify 'lf‘ﬂl:v'l'{
fix zurg wifan i o Forfr ﬂ’ﬁ‘l—]nlcﬁp ed
Ep Ind T 1,323
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Rughnath .—He lived during the reign of Maharaja
Ant Sigh (A.D. 1680-1725) who . committed the
administration of all crvil affairs to the faithful Ragho-
nath Bindan with the title of diwan. He was well
qualified both from his experience in civil affarrs and
from his valour as a soldier.”  ‘‘ Bhandari Rughnath,”
says Colonel Walter, “ruled Marwar i his master's
name for a number of years, during the time that
Maharaja Ayt Singh was at Delh1” This fact 1s well
borne out by the popular couplet —

““ Aye Dili vo patsho
Raja taw Rughnath?
While Ajtsingh was the king of Delhu.

Rughnath was the Raja of Marwar

Bhandar: Klums: —He was the son of Bhandari
Raisingh and grandson of Bhandari Dipchand. He
held the post of Diwan under Autsingh  He was often
deputed by his master on political errands to the
Imperial court In Vik Sam 1769, ‘Ajt sent the
Bimdann Kaimsi to the presence who retuined with the
sunnud of the vice-royalty of Gurerat’ (Tod) The
annals of Marwar give him credit of having got the
jazia repealed which had been reimposed by Aurangzeb
on his ‘infidel ? subjects. He had two sons, Thansingh
and Amarasingh, the latter 1s said to have been exe-
cuted

£
13
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Bhkandart Pyaya —In A D 1715, Ajitsingh was
appomted forty-seventh viceroy of Gujarat, Ajitsingh
sent Vijayaraja to act as his deputy until hs arrival —
Tod, Rajasthan I, 914 Bomb Gaz I 1,299

Anopsinghk —In A D 1720, Apntsingh the viceroy
sent Anopsingh Bhandan to Gujarat as s deputy
His admimstration as deputy viceroy of Gujarat was dis
figured with many an act of oppression, of which the
chief was the murder of Rapurchand Bbhansali, the
leadmg merchant of Ahmedabad —Bom Gaz 1,1,
301 32

Surat Ram - on the death of Jaisingh
on the 3rd October 174, A D, Mabaraja Abhaf Singh
sent from Merta Bhandan Sarat Ram with Thakur
Suraj Mal of Ahniawas and Shive Singh of Rupnagar
to take Aymer  They took Ajmer, slaying the Fojdar
Khangrot Binai Singh —H B Sarda, Aymer, p 169

Ganga Kam —He flounshed dunng the reign of
Vipy Smgh (AD 175 92)and was both a statesman
and soldier He was present at the Battle of Murta
which was fought between the Malwrattas and the
Rathorsin A D 1790

Lakshmichand —He was diran for a number of
years duning the reign of Mabaraja Man Singh (A D
1803-43) and held a village worth Rs 2,000 a3 jaqr

Prithviray Bhandari —During the reign of Mabaraja
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Man Singh, he was Hakim of Jalore. Mentioned by
Pandit Gaun Shankar Hira Chand Ojha in his Sirohi-ka-
Tuhas,

Uitamchand —He was a resident of Jodhpur. He
was born m Vik Sam. 1833 and died m Vik. Sam, 1864.
He lived under Mansingh who patromised hum as a
poet  Author of the Alankar-—ashaya, the Natha-
chandrika, Ratnabamiraki-bat and the Niti-ki-bat, In
the opening (?) verses of lus Alankara-ashaya, he, men-
tions Sagzarchand mum as his spintual g;uude and Rama
karan as his nstructor mn poetics ! Jama-Sansar, I,
7,22

Bahadarmal —He was perhaps the last represent-
ative of the Great Mutasadis of the old type He was
born of a respectable family at Didwana  His father’s
name was Bherondas. He went to Jodhpur where he
was employed on the clercal staff of Rughnath shab,
a leading banker. Afterwards, he entered the service
of the state where his good qualities soon attracted the
attention of Maharaja Takhtsingh (A D 1843-73) So
great was his influence over the chief that the people

. came to regard him as de /acto ruler of Marwar—z fact
which gave currency to the saymg, ‘Bahare nache

1 waw g gr=g ghe, foat gug @ |
THHIT aifa'tmg-&f,ﬂ—zrﬁfﬁaﬁ{@ﬂnq 0
oy Tema & UTH H, WTAT AT WG |
Eﬁfi”ra‘ Tatwe foraY, sfmc T ET N3 N
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Bakadaryo’! It may be said to hs credit that be
never abused the confidence placed in him by lus master
His services m connection with the salt lease affair
will long be gratefully appreciated by the Marwans
Once or twice, he fell under the displeasure of Tahht
singh but through the intervention of his Thakur
friends he was pardoned and received back into favour
He was a great supporter of the Terapanthi # form of
Jaimsm and 1n the phraseology of lus co-religionists,
was the Lala Harchand o the Marwar He died
in Vik Sam. 194 (A D 1885) bhadva badiy, atan
age of about sevent)

Aithan Mal —He was treasury officer durning the
early part of the reign of Maharaja Sardar Singh, and
also during that of s predecessor He was a great
financter and did his best to put the Marwar finances
on sounder and firmer footing  The following popular
quartet testifies to the esteem in which he was held by
the people of Maraar —

DBaka phatat lyrian
H o fvshra boe

® t Rabadarpe ire
hishny fexa ma koo

The manuers and costoms of the Bhandaris are the
same a3 those of other Dswals  The temple of their
tutelary goddess Asapura, is at N\adole wherea fair is

1 The Marwar Census Bept,, 1671
2 The Trrapanthl fect was foonded be Thlkanjim ik bam 1617
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held twice a year Itissaid that Lakhabaving had noson
to succeed lum appealed to the goddess i his anniety
to have one. The goddess, pleascd with his devotions,
blessed him with twenty-four sons. The Bhandans
would not buy a black cow, a black goat, or a black
buffalo though they would not, perhaps hesitate to
take 1t as a present

The Bhandarns gencrally prefer state service to
trade. They have their own sub-dnisions, such as
Dipavat, Monavat Lunavat, Nivavat which do not
mtermarry among themselves The Bhandan ladies
observe strict parda-system and unlike other Oswals
do not use the head ornament called the Bor

o

APPENDIX 2

THE NADLAI JAINA INSCRIPTION OF
VIEK. SAM 1557
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BHAMA SAH, THE SAVIOUR OF MEWAR.

““ The name of Bhama Sah,” says Colonel Tod, *“1s -
preserved as the Saviour of Mewar” An Oswal ! by

" birth and a Jama by religion, he was the perfect model

of fidelity and devotion He was the diwan of the
illustnious Rana Pratap—an office which his family had
held for several generations

The mnvasion of Chittore by Akbar and the gallant
defence of 1t by Pratap are facts well-known to every
student of Indian History It 1s suffictent for our
present purpose to mention that once Rana Pratap, on
account of the want of funds, had been reduced to
such a straitened condition that he resolved to abandon
Mewar and emigrate to Sindh with all his famuly
and followers who preferred exile to degradation. He
descended the Arvali and had already reached the
desert when the patriotic magnanimity of his munister
made him change his resolution, Bhama placed at the
disposal of his master all the riches and resources of his
foretathers—which are stated to have been equivalent
to the maintenance of twenty-five thousand men for
twelve years—and requested him to return to his native
soil and to renew the war agamnst Akbar. The result
was that Rana Pratap in a short campaigne regamed

2 He was a Kavadio Osval
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!
the whole of Mewar except Chittore, Ajmer and
Mandalgarh

L
The name of Bhama Shab s a household word in
Mewar, and his memory 18 still gratefully cherished
as an upholder of the zzza/ (honour) of the Mewar arms



VASTUPALA THE GREAT.

In the long range of the Jana nimsters and generals,”
Vastupala 1s perhaps the most mteresting figure. His
wonderful personality stands forth unnvalled in all sts
glory and greatness evokmg admuration of every one
who cares to go through the record of lus ife. He
appears to have been a wise statesman, a vahant soldier,
an ardent lover of art and an enthusiastic adorer of the
divine muse His chanty knew no hmit and his
generosity recognised no distinction. Though himself
a Jaina, he favoured all sects and creeds and even bult
mosques for the Mahomedans the much-despised
Mlechchhas of the thirteenth century.?

Vastupala came of a Pragvata family. According
to Meruvijdya, he and his twin brother Tejahpala were
born 1 A. D. 1205 (Vik Sarn.;1262) 2  They were the
sons of Kumaradevi by her second husband Asaraja,
a military commander of the Vaghelas. Kumaradew
was an accomplished lady of Pattana (Annahillavad)
renowned for her great beauty and charm. While still
very young, she lost her first husband and became a
widow, Once, 1t so happened, that she went to attend

1 Dala] and Shastry, Naranarayanananda, introd p 1

2 AMS of indifferent acouracy gives Vik Sam’ 1260 as the date of
their birth see J & C, H XI, 7-9 369
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2 lecture of Harlbhedre-sun where she attracted the
attention of Asaraja who became enamoured of her
In due courss, the commander made his overtures to
her and begged her to =ocept him for her hnsband
hamardevi would not listen to his proposal [Her
difference only served to intensfy the passion of the
lover Asa was not a man to submit tamely to his
fate At this juncture, the idea of carrying off his
Iadylove presented itself to his mind and he desperately
clung tost.  One night, he forcibly entered her house,
seized her person and having thrown her on the back
of his camel started to an unknown destination At
day breal.  he got at Asapalli (Ahmedabad) where he
hired a room and put the lady there. In process of
time, humaradevt was won over by ler new husband
and proved herself a devoted and farthful wile, She
constructed a reservoir at the foot of the mount
Gitnar while ber husband erected a temple thete By
her, Asaraja had at lenst four sons, Luniga ' Malla
deva, Vastupala and Tejahpal and seven daughters
humaradev: lived to see her twin sons a3 married men
and, accdrding to one account, died eleven days
beforethe death of her husband In A D 1217 (Vik
Sam 1274), Vastupala celebrated his nuptials with
Lalitadev1 and shortly after! his brother Tejahpala led |
Anupamx to the altar Anupama, though a plaindooking

1 Lu bea and Malludera both dind In Intancy
1 T wher Prabandbachintamanl p 167
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damse], was possessed of great vintues of the head and
the heart and exercised copsilerable influcnce over
ner husband.

The Vaghela kingdom was bwmlt on the rums of the
Chaulukya empire.  Bluma 11, (A D, 117812 41) proved
an imbecile ruler  Under him the Chaulukya govern-
ment which had lost its old vizourand power of cohesion
was rapidiy gomng down It was a pertod of disrup-
tion  The authonty of the king was disputed by Ins
overpowerful vassals and his word carned no weight,
He no doubt ¢njoyed the semblance of rovalty but the
actual power had long departed from his sceptre.
While Bhima struggled to restorc hus supremacy in the
north, Lavanaprasad established himself as an indepuen-
dent ruler at Dholha citending his sway over the
country between the Sabaramat: and the Narbada n
the south as well as over the districts of Dholka and
Dhandhuka. The usurper, so far as we hnow, always
professed to be a wvicegerent of his lhege lord and
sovereign, the emperor of Annahilavad, and was never
m open rebellion agamnst him. As a prudent man, he
cared more for the substance than for the shadow.
His attitude towards Bhima may be compared to that
* of the British Dewan—the East India Company—to-
4 wards the Mughal emperor, Shah Alam

Vastupala as well as his brother Tejahpala were
4
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the dutnguished ministers of Viradhavala. In the
beginning of their career, they joined the secretariat at
Annahilavad where theirr good worl attracted the
attention of the emperor As chance would have it,
Viradhavala who was fn search of a minister mentioned
the fact to Bhim1 and ashed him to get lum some
really capable man  Bhims who had already formed
a very high opmion of the brothers recommended them
to him and on the latter s request placed their services
at his disposal At Dholka, they soon won the golden
opinions of their new master who recognised therr
ment and committed to them the entire administration
of the state  They fully Justified his confidence by
proving themsclves sound admimstrators and shilled
generals. In the conduct of the offical affairs, they
acted ndependentiy of oll personal considerntions and
never hesitated even to overrule the chief, whenever
they doubted the wisdom of any of his proposed
measures Onee upon a time, the sprritual teacher of the
Sultan of Delb{ passed through the aity of Dholka on his
way to Mecca, Viradhavala wanted to arrest and impnson
the pilgnm. The brothers vould not allow their master
to touch him Nay, they invited the stranger to their
residence and entertalned him right royally The

1 Accordiog to Merataage it was Chabada & Reakzan conarlller oL Virs
dbarals who Intredsced tho brothers to his mast r M rurijsys vy 1124
Abe brothers wers elghieen yearsof agn whan they took servbm wrd 1 Virs
dhavals, Tt remindscneof Pitt,
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grateful man on his return to Delhi, spoke very highly
of the brothers to the Sultan and through his mfluence
had a treaty of mutual friendship concluded between
his master and the Dholka chief.  'Under Vastupala’
says an eye-witness 'low people ceased to earn money
by base means, the wicked turned pale , the nighteous
prospered  All honestly and securely plied their calling.
Vastupala put down piracy and by bwlding platforms
stopped the mingling of castes mn milk shops. He
repaired old buildings, planted trees, sank wells, laid
out parks and rebuilt the city All castes and creeds
he treated alike ! The activities of the brothers did
not stop here They shared the perils of battle-fields
with their master and won victories for him. Their
deeds of valour have been sung by the poets and
extolled by the bards. Theirr suppression of the
overpowerful Said of Cambay, therr wvictory over
Muhammad Ghori Sultan Muzz-ud-din Bahram Shah
of Delh1 and their smart capture of the Godha chief,
Ghughula, are achievements, gallant and glonous,

enough to win them a high place among the great
warriors of India. ‘

In A. D 1220, Vastupala earned the much-coveted
distinction of the Sanghapat: or ‘the Master of the
» Order’ by conducting his memorable pilgnmage to
Shatrunjay and Girnar. In response to a general

1 Bom Gaz I,1,199,n 2
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mvyitation 1ssued by him to s co-religionists®, hundreds
of mtending~pilgnms—men and women—floched to
him and marched on under his protection  As a leader
of the pilgnmage he provided them with conveyances,
food and, in case of sckness, with mediznes and
physicans  According to Merutunga, the rehigious
caravan consisted of twenty-one thounsand Svetambaras
and three hundred Digambaras and was guarded by a
thousand horesmen and seven hundred nders on red
she-camels and four military officers of high rank.
When the foot of Shatrunjay was reached Vastupala
made a great encampment * ¢ The ascent of the
mountain tcoh place 1 the morning after his armval
The first sanctuary that the pignms visited was that
of the suhsia hapardin  \astupala worshipped the
yaksha and sang a hymn in his praise  Then le
hastened to the temple of Adinatha (kashabha) whither

the majority of the pilgnms folliwed him in dense

crowds  Vastupala sl covered with the dust of
the journey, fell down before the lord of the Jinas

and adored him with o hymn of praise 2  Then, nd

not ull then, did he induige in ablutions, whereupon

the pilgnms followed hit example and he and they

1 Jnedatta o, the tamows miter ftha Vi daafls  w w bl

rart
. Tuwmy Prabinikbachintamasl fafred ¢ XVI

3 It was speclally composed Ly Vastupala for (F great aoralon, I
ba been b loted oo an ajpeodis to the Narsnarayasanss &
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approached the Chaitya with dancing and song  Then
he washed the 1mage, 1n accordance with due prescrip-
 tion, with saffron-water and anomnted 1t with musk and
hung garlands round i1t The pilgnms, at the same
time, burned so much incense, that the temple was
completely darkensd by the fumes and finally the
Aratrika was performed by the wairving of lights m
front of the image.” After a brief stay on the hill,
during which he kept wisiting each and every shrine
there and imdulging 10 various acts of religious piety, he
followed by other pilgrims returned to his encamp-
ment Thence the party proceeded to Girnar  When
they arrived at the base of the holy mountain, a general
halt was ordered Next morning, the pilgrims ascended
the hill and offered their adorations to the holy foot-
prints of Neminatha Having stayed there full three
days, the pilgrims returned to therr lodgings. From
Girnar, the party moved on to Prabhasapattana and
thence returned to Dholka The great pilgrimage was
over, The responsiblity of the leader came t6 an end.
The congregation then got dispersed—every one went
home, praising the liberality of Vastupala

In A D. 1228, Jagachchandra, a reformer, founded
the Tapa-gachchha. Vastupala identified himself with
the new movement and materially contributed towards
1ts progress As pious ]amas,/he and his brother Tejah-
pala built temples, Paushadashalas, Upasaras and other

' public buildings. They lavishly expended money on
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their building operation engaging the services of well
known master masons  Perhaps the greatest architect
in therr employ was Sobhanadeva who buflt for them "
their famous temple on Mownt Abu It stands
close to that of Vimala-shah and was completed m
A D 1230! The temple which 18 p_pularly ascribed
to bath the brothers was in fact erected by Tejahpala
in memory of lus brother, Luniga, and was dedicated
to Nemmatha, It 1s a fine example of what s known
as the Jaina sty le of architectare and m the words of
Fergusson? for minute delicacy of carving and be uty
of detail stands almost unrivalled even o the land of

1 History ! 1nd and East Architectwrs ed Burgees, 1T 38
Eﬁmgacc&%'qmm’wl
grmard wfamemEraTge sTuTay vgo s
Bt wgmew qace feAm? Afidfgog o
P efemrrgad sReagar 8o se
wirqwd il iRt

o wTETEERTE feoet gugat oem o v w
gl wyatwral oo v Ay T
wrftfanfgrivyg datae fEmr e ey o
ot Htendee wrarcfrtad. o
meErceireITg K qurarg vopk 1
gt sitsfeny Sareried gy
T gt awnX ag favae gt aag—rc 1
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patient and lawish labour ! 1n the year followmg,
Vastupala built a triple temple dedicated to Neminatha
on Mount Girnar and another temple dedicated to the
same Tirthankara on Mount Shatrunjaya.

Vastupala was a poet of no mean order His poetic
name was Vasantapala Someshvara testifies to his
great literary attamments by calling him ¢ the godson
of the goddess of learning’ Merutunga pays his tribute
to his poetic gemius by describing him as a ¢ great poet.’
His famous poem, the Naranarayananda, which
descnibes the friendship of Arjuna and Knshna,
therr rambles on Mount Girnar and the consequent
abduction of Subhadra by Arjuna is a composition of
great literary menit The genius of the poet shines
forth with all its bmlhancy and lustre as he depicts
with consummate skill the great works of nature
and art and the vanous passions of the human mind.
The new poem was hailed by the -poetic world with
great delight and won for him the praise and admira-

ATTERATT Tigw! wealt AgwtdRy |

Trae e earyguagsaetags 1 8¢ N

G AT T gRagraraegT |
rfReareis fra? frafiaag 1 w0 1
Qqﬁmg:am W 1 (fssmo ) P. R IV. 93

2 Repairs which are being carried out by the Jana community at the
Abu temples have been pronounced as clumey by a critie
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tion of his learned contemporanes  Vastupala bemg a
man of opulence and position, men of letters found n
him a generous pitron and descerming fmend  Somesh
vara ! Anusinha and many others enjoyed lus patrcnage
and shared in his bounty Bemng himself a pbet, he
could appreciate and enjoy good poetry It was solely
due tn this circumstance that in spite of the jealously
of Someshvara Harihara was recefved with great henour
at the court of Dholka He not only himself eultivated
the divine muse but also pursuaded others to follow his
example At his request Ngrachandra sun composed
the Aatharatnasagara whie his pupll Narendraprabha
wrote the dlankaramahodadh:  Another author named
Udayaprabha composed the Dharmathyndaya i his
honour He tounded at least three big librares at in
enormous cost and spared no pans in enrching them
with good manuscripts *

Viradhavala died m A D 12383 —six yveans afte hus
father s retirement from the business of the government
Each and every body regretted s death and went into
mournmg So great was the devotion of his followers

H ompossd bt Kitlanm 16 b our of Vastapila whibe \ | ¢h
fumortalied by pstrn b nkntssanstirtan Fude als B 1 oM
s 10056, pp WU

2 Dualwalsbury ¥ saay 1 Boaasnd ar amadis tp tete
tarn gt |

1 Bhandarkary Inclie=) t pa~ 1 dratb i aboot VL e 1970
Fule Doff Chronsl ¢y of Isda p 1% Fhaclarkyr il torg 1 ~tan
(Do Gaz. 1 11 43
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that one hundred and twenty of them preferred to share
the funeral pyre with him Even 1n the hour of their
deepest sorrow and grief!, the brothers did not allow the
sentiment to overpower their reason. Tejahpala placed a
guard round the cremation-place and forcibly prevented
what would have proved a terrible waste of precious lives

On the death of Viradhavala, there arose a dispute
for succession between his two sons, Virama and Visala.
With the support of Vastupalz, Visala succeeded
securing the gad: for himself, thereupon Virama fled
to Jabalipura ( Jalor ) and sought refuge with his father-
m-law, Udayasingh, by whom he was treacherously
murdered 2

The reign of Visaladeva witnessed the fall of the
brothers’ mmistry. According to one account, 1t was
due to one of the brothers having picked a quarrel
with Sinba, the maternal uncle of the chief It 1s said

1 Vastupala gives expression to his fechng of griof 1n the following sweet
sad ola —

MTATIFS aTfed T U H|AG" FAT TEAAAT AGIRATEECH |
2w Freaawa faar farea aut fasit=agd gg@ fagra o

Other scasons come 1nd go 1 succession

But the <2 two <c1sons have becovie perpetual

Now thit men are deprived of the hero Viradhavala

The runy scason 1n their two evas, and in tharheart the hot searon
of angwish —( Cawney)

2B R 1883-4 p 156, Du Chronolowy of Indin, Bom Gar 1,1 202
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that, on one occasion, Sinha committed a cowardly
assault on the person ofan moffensive Juna monk When
Vastupala came to know of the outrage, he was besds
hmse'f with rage and, in the heat of passion, had a
finger of the offender mutilated  Smha made a com
plaint to Vimladeva who sentenced the wminister to
death At this critical moment, Someshvara came ta
the rescue of his patron and had the sentencs revoled

Vastupala keenly felt the disgrace to wlich he was
unjustly subjected by his ungrateful master Shortly
after, his health gave way and he was Iaid up with
fever Under the aircumstances, a change of environ

ments was considered adwisible  Accordmgly, Vastu

pala started on a pilgrimage to Shatrumjaya but, on
the way, he suddenly got worse and had to be removed
to the hamlet of Akevaliya where he was accomodated

™ @ country hovel  His son Jaitrapala, Tejahpala and
others were in attendance upon him  fhs hfe was,
then, déspared of  The spintual teacher was at once
sent for in whose presence he made a confession of the

faith and repeated the mame of Rishabba with the

following couplet :—
1 have done no good action worthy of being
commemorated by the virtuous,

1 VI Bam 1M (A D IIN 1htes yeam famina, Viabadeve Leing
Xag, Japsdnabal pelierd the starving popolition.—f R 18834 gp. 1%
39 R dlra, L pads & ta), p 42

>
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My only substantial ment has been aspiration,
m this way my life has passed.

Then, a silence followed. ¢ Reverence to the Arhats’
uttered the dymg muimster and with these sacred
syllables on his lips, he expired * It was A D 1241.
Each and every one mourned h]S untimely death. The
surviving son and brother performed his last mites and
later on, to mark the site where his body was cremated
sons of Tejanpala raised a temple dedicated to Rishabha.
Tejahpala outlived his brother by ten years and appa-
rently died as a private gentleman 1 his country willa
at the village of Chandrana

1 Tawney, Prabandhachintamani p 168
/



RATAN SINGH BHANDARI

Ratan Smgh Bbandan wad bomn of a respectable
Osval famfly He rose to emmence under Abhaya
Singh, the chief of Marwar 74 D 17 5 50) whom he
served with great zeal and devotion  He wasa prudent
statesman and valant geoeral with a ligh sense of
honsur and duty

Ian A D 17,0 the Mughal gévernment appointed
Abhayasmgh as wviceroy of Ajmer and Gujarat  After
three years rule he returned to Delhu leaving Ratan
Singh Bhandin i sole charge of the province The
rule of the Bhandan who was officially kmnown as
deputy wiceroy lasted from A D 175,10 A D 17,7

«t the time that Ratan “ingh came to adminmister the
provincs of Gujarat, the Mughal power vas on decline
Disintegratton had alreals yet 1 (o Gujarat the
authonty of the emperor was defied by the Mamthas
on the one hand and by his refractory gavernors on the
other As might be expected Ratan Singh as deputy
viceroy had to spend his whole time either 1 waging
war Against the Marathas or putting down the over
powerful governors Owing to the inherent weakness
of the Central government he had to Ibour under 2
great disadvantage nnd in passing judgment upon any
of hus acts we must take all these adycise circumstances
into consideration
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Ratan Singh had not been long in us new office when
the Marathas under their leader, Jadoy Dabhade, wisited
Gujarat. In order to save the province from their
ravages, he had to purchase their retreat at an enormous
expence. ’

Bhav Singh, the henditary governor of Viramgam
was a fertile source of trouble to the deputy-viceroy.
In A~D 1734, the matters came to such a pass that
Ratan Singh had to issue orders to Jawanmard Khan
for the arrest of the delinquent. Jawanmard Khan, of
course, went to Viramgam and took him mto custody
but was forced by his supporters to release him.

Another important event of the year (A D 1734)
was the recovery of Baroda by the Marathas Sher
Khan Babi, governor of Baroda was away on a short
visit to Balasmor, and Muhammad Sarbaz was in charge
of the place. Mahadap Gaikwar who had always kept
an eye upon Baroda welcomed the opportunity created
by the absence of the governor and with a strong force
marched on Barcda and laid seige to it. The garrison
offered a heroic resistence to the enemy and held him
m check In the meantime, the news reached Sher Khan
Babi who at once hastened back to Baroda and at the
same time sent a message to Ratan Smmgh Bhandan
calling for aid Ratan Singh Bhandan forthwith direct-
ed Momin Khan, governor of Cambay to jom Sher
Khan Babi and drive away the Marathas. But Maha-
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dap took time by the forelock He lefl a forceat
Baroda just sufficient to cover the investment and with
the rest of his army marched on to meet Sher Khan
A bloody engagement ensued in which Sher Khan was
defeated. Momm hhan who arrived after Sher Khans
defeat did not deem 1t prudent to engage the Marathas
and retired to Cambay  1n the meantime, the gamsorn
of Barodn, hopeless of succour, surrendered the town
aud since then, Baroda has continued to be the head
quarters of the Gathwar family

Among other events of mnor jmportancs which
occured during the year, 1734, we mny mention the
death of Dhanrup Bhandamn, the governor of Petlad and
the expulsion from Ahmedabad of its chief merchant
Khusal Chand! who had incurred the displeasure of
the deputy viceroy

In A D 1735 Dholka was assigned to Ratan Singh
Bhandari and through the influence of Burhan ul Mulk
Sohrab hhan was appointed govermnor of Viramgam
Ratan Singh Bhandan resented the appointment of
Sohrab and had 1t cancelled 1n favour of Abhaya Singh
When Sohrab hnew of the cancellation, he wrote to

| hhusakband was the grandson of Bhanthlas wha in A D 1638 lailt =
temphe edicated Partvansths at ¥ raspar{ Abmedated ) It wax convened
1t anewjueln 4D 1840 by Aurangreb (who was b nvleerornf (1 farmt)
b twnsrest ed by Fhah Jeban  Khowichanddicln A D 145, Aktr
Tank, Dre (AYp 16; Bowm. Gar L1 380 314 213 tieai S ina

Heaanala, intred p 310
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Burhan-ul-Mulk who got the previous order restored.
“Upon this”™ says Colonel Watson ‘ Sohrab Khan
leaving Sadak Al as his deputy in Junagarh marched
for Viramgam ; while Ratan Smgh Bhandar hearning
of Sohrab Khan’s approach summoned Momin Khan
and others to his assistance and with his own army
proceeded to Dholka and plundred Koth  From
Koth he advanced and pitched at Haralah about ten
miles from Sohrab Khan's camp and here he was joined
by Momm Khan and others whom he had summoned
to support him. After the union of these forces he
marched to Dhol, six miles from Dhanduka, at which
place Sohrab Khan was then encamped Ratan Singh
Bhandari now proposed that peace should be concluded
and that Sohrab Khan should enjoy Viramgam until
final orders were passed by the emperor Safdar Khan
Bab:1 and others went to Sohrab Khan and endeavoured
to bring him to consent to these terms, but he would
not listen and on both sides preparations were made for
battle During the following mght Ratan Singh
Bhandarn planned an attack on Sohrab Khan's camp

The surprise was complete  Sohrab Khan's troops
fled and himself mortally wounded shorly afterwards
died.”

Sbon after, an attempt was made on the life of
Ratan Smgh Bhandari. He was attacked by a horse-
man who was then and there captured and slamn. The
identity of the would-be assassin was never established.
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It took Ratan Smgh Bhandan two months to recover
from his mjunes  In the struggle between Sohrab and
Ratan Singh Bhandari, Momin hhan, though he
professed to be a fnend of the latter, was m fact
4avounng the cause of the former Ratan Singh
Bhandari now determined to punish Momin Khan for
his treacherous conduct. Before he could carry ont his
mtention Momin khan, somehow became aware of
1t and withdrew to Cambay
We have already referred to Bbavsingh of Viramgam

Thero was no love lost between him and Ratan Singh

In fact, Bhav hated the Marwaris Hatred and thirst
for revenge got the better of hus intellect and banished
all sense of honour from lum He entercd mtoan
alliance with the Mnarathas and treacheroushy admitted
them mto ths aty Damap, the Maratha lender,
agsumed the control of Viramgam drove out the
Marwan admimstrator halyan and leaving his agent
Rango)i thete, himself marched towards Sorath In

the year following (A D 1736 ) Rango)i advanced
so far as Bavia near Dholka pillaging and devasting,
the country Ratan Singh Bhandari marched ngainst
him and drove him back to Viramgam  He pursued
the Marathas to Viramgam, attacked and defeated them
capturing their baggage but fafled to preventethem
from taking shelter in the town He, howerer, laid
seige to it and awaited the results In the muantime,
the Marathas made a bold strategical move Pratapray
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the brother of Damaj with 10,000 horse advanced to-
wards Ahmedabad. When 1ntelligence reached Ratan-
Singh Bhandari, he at first treated 1t as a mere ruse of
the enemy to divert his attention from Viramgam to
whose walls his mines had reached On further mnquiry
it turned out that the news was true He at once

_raised the seige of the town and returned to Ahmeda-
bad.

Towards the year A. D. 1737, Muhammad Shah
who was then displeased with Abhaya Singh appointed
Momin Khan as Viceroy of Gujarat in place of Abhaya
Singh. When Ratan Singh Bhandari became aware
of the change, he at once wrote to his master for orders.
They reply of Abhaya Singh was that Ratan Singh
Bhandar: should resist Momin Khan if he could. The
Bhandar: prepared to defend Ahmedabad while Momin
Khan commenced his advance towards it. After the
cessation of the rams, the new viceroy took up the
operations 1n right earnest and mvested thé city.

“ Ratan Simngh Bhandan” continues Col. Walter
“determmed not to leave the city and prepared to
defend himself to the last. Damaj Gaikwad now jomned
Momin Khan from Songad Momin Khan met Damaj
at Isanpura, three miles from Ahmedabad and made
t great show of friendship, calling him his brother When

Ratan Singh Bhandar heard of the arrangements made

' 5

—
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between Damaji and Momm Khan, he sent a messags
to Dimay saying “Momm Khan has promused Rango-ji
baif of the revenues ¢! Gujrat excepting the aty of
Ahmedabad the lands immediately round itand Cambay
If you will join me, I will give you half of every thing
not excepting the city nor Cambay and will send to
your camp some of my chief landholders as secunty if
you agree Damaji showed this to Momm Khan and
ashed im what he proposed to do  Momin hhzn now
perforce agreed to do the same  but instead of Cambay
offered to make over to the Marathas the whole district
of Vimmgam Damnji, accepting these terms, ceased to
negotiate with Ratan Singh  He then went on pilgn
mage to Dudesar and returning in the same jear, AD
1738 he and Rapgo-fi began active operations agafnst
Abmedabad Their bombardment did so much damage
to the city that Momin Khan repented having called
them to his aid and foresaw that if the ‘Marathas once
gained any portion of the aty, it would be no easy
matter to dnve them out  Momin Khan now sent the
wnter of the Mirat { Ahmed: to Ratan Singh Bhandari
fn hopes that ke might withdraw peaceably but Ratan
Singh refused to histen to any teyms  After some time
Musalmans under hazimali Khan and others and the
Marathas under Baburav endeavoured to take the ety
by storm bat after 2 bloody contest were forced to
setire, Next day Ratan Singh, seeing that he couid
not long hold the city entered into a negotiation with
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Momin Khan and on recerving a sum of money for his
expenses and on being allowed to retire with the
honours of war left the city.”?

In A, D 1745, Zorawar Singh, the chief of Bikaner
died. There were two claimants for the gaddi One
was Ga) Singh and the other Amar Singh. With the
aid of Thaknr Khusal Singh and Mehta Bakhtawar
Singh, Gaj Singh succeeded 1n securing the gadd: ; upon
which Amar Singh went over to Abhaya Smgh and
sought his assistance. Abhaya Singh took up the cause
of the disappointed claimant and marched a large force
m command of Ratan Singh Bhandar: agamst Ga;
Smmgh  Vanous engagements took place without any
appreciable results. At last the decisive moment
armived. The followmng year A D 1747 found the
armies of both the belligerents arrayed agamnst each
other ready for action at Chah Sajan. A bloody battle
ensued. After very severe fighting, the Bikaner army
at last succeeded 1n disloging the invaders from some of
therr positions. This brought Ratan Singh Bhandan
on the scene who like an enraged lion rushed to the
spot with his detachment and made a desperate attempt
to recover the lost ground A furious action took place
An arrow from the bow of (Ga) Singh penetrated might
through his eye and disabled him. In spite of his
having received a severe wound, he continued directing

1 Bem Gaz, I, I, pp 314 20
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the operations It, thén, transpired that the enemy
was greatly re inforced and there was no immediate
chance for success. Ratan Singh at once ordered a
retreat. While his orders were being carried out, he
was followed and attacked by a Bikanerd spearman
The thrust of the assailant proved fatal and the

brave heart ceased to beat for ever !

1 8chanisl, Tewrikk Raf Bikaoer



DHANRAJ, THE GOVERNOR OF AJMER.

Having defeated the Sindhia at Tonga (near Jaipur),
the Marwar general, Bhimaraj Singhvi,? marched on
Ajmer and captured 1t from the Maratha Subdedar,
Anwar Beg m A. D. 1787. Dhanray Smghvt was
appomnted governor of the newly-acquired territory.
The Mahrattas, however, soon recouped their losses
and four years later again invaded the Marwar. Two
sangumnary battles of Mairta and Patan were fought mn
which the Marwaris,were defeated.

In the meantime, the Maratha general De Boigne
had attacked and invested Ajmer Dhanraj, the gover-
nor of the place, with his small garnison stood the
siege heroically and successfully kept the besiegers at
bay

After the disastrous result of the battle of Patan,
Vijay Singh 1ssued orders to Dhanra) to surrender the
place to the besiegers and return to Jodhpur .

It was too exacting a demand on his brave and
chivalrous nature He would neither consent to a
disgraceful surrender nor would he be gulty of dlS-G

1 The Singhvis who were onginally Nandavana Bohra Brahamans were
brought to Jaimsm by Muni-sundara-suri in Vik Sam 1465 at Sirohu
Thesr settlements in Jodhpur date from Vik. Sam 1533-A. D 1476
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obedience to hus master He was thus placed in a
dilemma and s there was no Gther way out of it,
he decided ta end hislife He had a diamond ring
on his finger He had the gem pulvensed and swal
lowed the powder ¢ Go and tell the prnce  cried the
departing hero, ‘“thus only I could testifymy obe-
dience , and over my dead body alone could a Maratha
enter Aymer !

1 Tod, Rajasthan 11 138; Hard Afmer 173



AMAR CHAND SURANA OF BIKANER,

Amar Chand came of a respectable Osval family of
Bikaner and rose to distinction durnmng the reign of
Mabharaja Surat Singh which extended from A. D. 1787
to A D 1828

In A D. 1805 (S. 1861) he was sent 1n command of
an expedition against Zabta Khan, the Khan of Bhattis,
whom he attacked and invested in his capital, Bhatner.
After having held out for some five months, Zabta Khan
surrendered the fort and was allowed to retire with his
followers to Rhena In recognition of his services,
Amar Chand was made diwan of the state

InA D. 1808 (S 1865) Maharaja Man Singh of
Jodhpur mvaded Bikaner. An army composed of his
feudal levies under the command of Indraj Singhvi with
a brigade of Amir Khan, the scourge of Rajputana, was
marched aganst the 1ll-fated state Surat Singh also
collected a Jarge force and, having put Amar Chand at
its head, despatched it to check the progress of the
nvaders. The opposing armies met at Bapri.  After a
short but sharp skirmish, which cost him the lives of
two hundred soldiers, Amar Chaud retreated back
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towards the capita! followed by the victorious Indraj !
At last a treaty was concluded between the two states
at Gajner which brought the hostilities to an end

During the reign of Surat Singh  The Thakurs of
Bikaner had come to wear their feudal bonds lightly and
their liege and sovereign lord, the Raja of Bikaner, was
determined to put an end to this unsatisfactory state of
affairs  Ho appointed Amar Chand to chastise the
refractory vassals and teach them a lesson  Accor
dingly, dunng the next four jears Amar Chand
remained engaged in this task  Ho was to our mind,
guilty of much unnecessary cruelty and bloodshed in
the discharge of usduty It s a strange irony of fate
that 1t never occurred to him that the same fate which
he meted out to his erring victims was in store for him
He exacted a heavy fine from the Thakur of Saranbi
He then, pounced upon Ratan Singh Baldvant and hanged
him on thespot. He next sprang upon the Bhattis,
numbering three hundred in their home at Dherdan
and butchered them all—only one man escaped with
his life. Soon after, he attacked the leading Thakur
chiefs, Nahar Singh and Poran Singh and having taken

(1) Indarm} was born at fofat in A, D167 He t logel 6 the
Binghriclan {the Ovwals 11 wasthegre te t pearmal th 1 Abe Ovwals
bave ever prodocrd. He notonly  ~cemfally mased war spuieat Tivaper
bot also humbled the prid of Jaipur  Me wat sanauinatniat Jodbjue (o
A.D 18l
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them prisoners sent them under custedy to Bikaner
where they were all executed.

Surat Singh greatly appreciated the services of Amar
Chand and conferred on him the special honour of
dining with him at his residence

In A D. 1815, Amar Chand was sent m command
of an army agamnst Sheo Singh, the Thakur of Churu
He laid siege to the town and cut off the supplies of
the enemy No longer able to” stand the s:ege, the
high-minded Thakur preferred a glerious death to an
1ignommious surrender He committed suicide and
the place fell into the hands of the besiegers.

These services of Amar Chand greatly pleased his
master who conferred on him the title of Rao, a robe
of honour, and an elephant to nide.

Amar Chand had a meteoric career The star of his
fortune that had attamed 1ts full lustre and bnlhancy
began to decline His success excited the jealousy of
his enemies A conspiracy was formed to bring about
his downfall. The conspirators not only succeeded mn
dragging him down from the high pedestal which he
~ had come to occupy 1n the state politics, but also made

him pay a heavy fine for his supposed complicity 1 a
crminal affair In A D 1817, he was falsely accused-
of mtrigung with Amir Khan, the leader of the Pin-
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daras  In spite of the efforts of his friends, his enemies
won the day and the innocent man was executed in a
most brutal manner !

Appendix 3
Mr Gandhi on Ahimsa

(A) Had Lals Lajpat Raf first ascertained what I
had actually said on Ahimsa, his remarks in the Modem
Review for last July would not have seen the light of
day Lalaji rightly questions whether I actually made
the statements imputed to me  He says, that if I did
not, 1 should have contradicted them In tho first place,
I have not yet seen the papers which have reported the
remarks in question, or those in which my remarks
were criticised  Secondly 1 must confess that 1 would
not undertahe to correct all the errors that creep into
reports that appear in the public press about my
speeches  Lalgjis article bas been muchk queted in
the Gujrati newspapers and magazines and it is per
haps as well for me to explain my postion  With due
deference to Lalaji, I must join issue with him when he
says that the elevation of the doctrine of Alumsa to the
highest position contributed to the downfall of India
,There seems to be no histoncal warrant for the belfef

1 Gobanl) Twarlkh Raj Blisuer
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that an exaggerated practice of Ahimsa synchronised
with our becoming bereft of manly virtues. During
the past 1,500 years we have as a nation given ample
“proof of physical courage, but we have been torn by
mternal dissensions and have been dominated by love
of self mstead of love of country. We have, that 1s to
say, been swayed by the spirnt of irreligion rather than
of religion

I do know how far the charge of unmanhness can be
made good agaimnst the Jams. I hold no brief for them.
By birth I am a Vaishnavite, and was taught Ahimsa
m my childhood I have denved much religious benefit
from Jamn rehigious works as I have from scriptures of
the other great faiths of the world I owe much to the
living company of the deceased philosopher Raichand
Kavi who was a Jamn by birth. Thus though my wviews
on Ahimsa are a result of my study of most of the faiths
of the world, they are now no longer dependent upon the
authonity of these works., They are a part of my Ife
and if I suddenly discovered that the religious books
read by me bor'e a different mterpretation from the one
I had learnt to give them, I should still hold the view
of Ahimsa as I am about to set forth here

Our Shastaras seem to teach that a man who really
- practises Ahimsa 1n 1ts fulness has the world at his feet ;
he so effects his surroundings that even the snakes and
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venomous reptiles do him no harm This is said to
have been the experience of St Francis of Assis;

In ats negative form it means not mjunng any livmg
being whether by body or mind I may not therefore
hart the person of any wrang-doer, or bear any il will
to him and so cause him mental suffering  Thus state-
ment does not coversuffering caused to the wrong-doer
by natural acts of mine which do not proceed from fll
will  It, therefore, does not prevent me from with
drawing from his presence a child whom he, we shall
imagne, is about to strike  Indeed the proper practice
of Ahimsa requires me to withdraw the intended victim
from the wrong-doer if I am 1n any way whatsoever the
guardian of such a child It was therefore most proper
for the passive resisters of South Afnen to have resisted
the evil that the Umon Governmnent sought to do to
them They bore no ill will to it They showed this
by helping the Govermnment whenever it needed their
help Their resistanoe consisted of disobedience of the
orders of the Government even to the extent ef sufler
ing death at their hands  Ahimsa requires deliberate
juning of the supposed wrong-doer In fts positive
form, Ahimsa means the largest love, the greatest
charity If I am a follower of Ahimsa I must love my
enemy I must apply the rules to the wrong-doer who
is my enemy or a stranger tome as] would to my
wrong-doing father and son This active Alimea
necessarily ncludes truth and fearlessness A man
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cannot deceive the loved one, he does not fear or
frighten lim or her. snragre (Gift of life) 1s the greatest
of all gifts. A man who gives it in reality, ‘isarms all
hostihty. He has paved the way for an honourable
understanding. And none who 1s hnuself subject to
fear can bestow that gift He must therefore be himself
fearless. A man cannot then practise Ahimsa and be a
coward at the same time. The practice of Ahimsa calls
forth the greatest courage It 1s the most soldierly of
of soldier’s virtues General Gordon has been represented
m a famous statue as bearing only a stick. This takes
us far on the road to Ahimsa. But a soldier, who needs
the protection of even a stick, 1s to that extent so much
the less a soldier. He 1s the true soldier who knows
how to die and hold his ground in the midst of a hail
of bullets Such a one was Ambarish who stood his
groud without hifting a finger, though Durvasa did his
worst The Moors who were being powdered by the
French gunners, rushed into the gun’s mouths with ‘Alah
on their lips, showed much the same type of courage.
Only theirs was the courage of desperation Ambarsh’s
was due to love  Yet the Moornish valour, readmess to

die, conquered the gunners. They frantically waived

therr hats, ceased firng and greeted their erstwhile

enemies as comrades And so the South African

passive Tesisters m their thousands were ready to die

rather than sell their honour for a little personal ease

This was Ahimsa 1 1ts active form. It never barters

away honour. A helpless girl in the hands of a follower
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Ahimsa finds better and surer protection than in the
%hands of one who 1s prepared to defend her only to the
point to which his woapons would carry Wm  The
tyraut, in the first instance, will have to walk to his
vicm over the dead body of her defender, in the
second he has but to overpower the defender for 1t 1s
assumed that the cannon of propriety in the second
mstance will be satisfied when the defender has fought
to the extent of his physical valour In the first
mstance as the defender has matched his very soul
against the mere body of the tyrant, the odds arc that
the soul in the latter will be awakened and the girl
would stand an infimtely greater chance of her hanour
bemg protected than in any other concervable circum
stance barmag of coursc, that of her own personal
courage
If wo are uomanly to-day, we are so not because
weo 4o not hnow how to strike, but because we fear to
die  He is no follower of Mahavim, the apostle of
Jaipism, or of Buddha or of the Vedas, who being alraid
to die, takes Might befors any danger real orimagnary,
all the while wishing that somebody clse would remove
the danger dy destroying the person causmg it. Heis
20 follower of Ahimsa (1 agree with Lalap) who docs
not care a straw if he kills & man by inches by decerving
Tim 1n trade, or who would protect by force of arms
a few cows and make away with the butcher, or who
in ordet toda s good to his cowntry doss not mind



79

killing off a few officials. All these are actuated by
hatred, cowardice and fear. Here love of the cow or
the country 1s a vague thing intended to satisfy one’s
vanity, or sooth a stinging conscience.

Ahimsa, truly understood, 1s, In my humble opmion,
a panacea for all evils mundane and extra-mundane.
We can aever over-do it. Just at present we are not
doing 1t at all. Ahimsa does not displace the practice
of wirtues, but renders their practice imperatively neces-
sary before it can be practised even 1n 1ts rudiments,
Lalaj1 need not fear Ahimsa of his father’s faith  Maha-
vira and Buddha were soldiers, and so was Tolstoy.
Only they saw deeper and truer nto their profession,
and found the secret of a true, happy, honourable and
godly Iife  Let us be jomnt sharers with these teachers,
and this land of ours will once more be the abode of
Gods.
M. K GANDHI.
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Tfraafeaadirass, 33

(38) FNIAT ATAETATER SUTCAIAgZAT | sHAgae faat
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I 2. for overated 2ead overrated.
b 13 for scibe sead scribe.

Iy from bottom, add note 3 The
name of Lalitadevt survnves in the Lalita-
sarovard, a reservoir constructed by
her husbandat Satrunjayainher honour.

I' 1 /v operation ;ead opcrations,

1. 2 from bottom. for reliend read

reliev ed
1 5 from bottom /Jwses:¢ to be-
tween dedicated and Parsvanatha
1 7 for plundred 7ead plundered,
1 14 jfor They read The.
I 9. jfor Thaknr »ecad Thakur.
L. 6 _for testifymy 7cad testify my.
Il 4 deletefullstop airer Surat Singh
and mnsert comma
I 9. jfor coversuffering #cad cover

suffering,
I, 9. delete of.

- 78,° 1 23 jfor dy 7ead by.

1 7. for aever read never.
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