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The Story of the Origin of Yapaniya
Sect

Prof. Sagarmal Jain
Trans. Dr. Ashok Kumar Singh

Both Svetambaras and Digambaras have putforth their
own account of the origin of Yapaniya or Botika sect. Svetambara
story, as contained in, ViSesavasyakabhdsya and AvaSyaka Carni
( 6th-7th century ) narrated that once upon a time, preceptor
Aryakrsna visited a garden, Dipaka, in Rathavirapur town. There
lived a man Sahasramalla Sivabhiiti, whose late arrival at home at
night, often led him quarrel with his mother and wife. Once at a
particular night, his mother admonished him to go to the door, that
was still open. Dejected Sivabhiti on his way out, saw the doors of
a Jaina monastery open and entered there. He saluted Jaina monks
there and expressed his desire to initiate. At the outset, Jaina pre-
ceptor was unwiliing, but when Sivabhuti plucked his hairs, him-
self, Acarya bestowed the symbols of monkhood ( Munilinga ) to
him. Later on a king visited Rathavirapura and gifted a blanket, set
with gems to Sivabhiiti. Acirya Aryakrsna, objected to it and
preached about the futility of such a precious possession for
monks. Without intimating Sivabhiiti, Acdrya tored the blanket
into pieces and made seats of it. This led to a controversy between
Aryakrsna and Sivabhati.

Once, while Aryakrsna was preaching Jinakalpa, Siva-
bhiiti, inquired about the cause of its non-observation in the present
and the reason for possessing the articles ( Upadhis ) by monks.
Acirya propounded that after Jambusvami Jinakalpa became
extinct. Sivabhii resolved to practise Jinakalpa and held that pos-
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session being the root of a number of defilements, such as passions,
attachments etc. was useless. He further argued that canons advo-
cated non-possessions, the seer ( Jinendra ) himself was non-
clothed ( acela ), hence nudity ( acelakata ) is superior. Refuting
this, Acdrya sarcastically maintained that the body also beirig the
cause of passions, attachments etc., it must be got rid of. Acarya
further argued that non-possession, preached in canons, meant only
non-attachment in religious articles. Jinas, possessing piece of
cloth ( Devadiisya ), at the time of their initiation, were themselves
not naked in the absolute sense of the term. These arguments of
Aryakrsna could not deter him and more so, the rise of karman
caused him to abandon clothes and he ultimately parted company
with the Sargha.

Later on, when Sivabhiiti’s sister Uttara came to pay hom-
age to him, followed him and turned non-clothed. When Uttara
went to the town to receive alms etc. a prostitute, claiming that her
( Uttard’s ) nudity would cause detachment among people towards
them ( prostitutes ) or in other words, the people would not be at-
tracted towards them, tied a piece of cloth over her ( Uttara's )
breasts. Sivabhuti, also prevailed upon unwilling Uttara to wear
clothes as bestowed upon by gods. Sivabhiti had two disciples :
Kaudinya and Kotyavira, through whom his tradition flourished
onward.’

Ardhamagadhi, Jaina canons, as well as sculptures and
inscriptions of Mathura, corroborated the use of piece of cloth by
monks to cover their nudity during the time of Aryakrsna.> Prob-
ably, it was on this point, i. e., the use of clothes, that Sivabhiiti
dissented from Aryakrsna, as depicted in the preceding episode. As
regards the other facts, contained in the story, it was only natural
that in tune with the action of Sivabhiiti, his sister Uttara alongwith
other nuns, adopted nudity. But Sivabhti, taking into account the
impropriety of the nudity of nuns, persuaded them to put on a piece
of cloth as god-gifted, on the line of Tirthankaras possessing
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Devaduisya, at the time of initiation.

The above story, having a certain degree of sectarian ele
ments, established firstly, that on the question of nudity Botikas
parted company with their original tradition and secondly that
Botikas or Yapaniyas allowed nuns to cover their nudity with a
piece of cloth. Moreover, this story, bore a significant historical
fact also as Aryakrsna and Sivabhuti, figured herein are found in
the hagiological list ( Sthaviravali ) of Kalpasiitra. It may be
pointed out that Jaina works are not unanimous on the chronologi
cal order or teacher-disciple relationship between Aryakrsna and
Sivabhati.?

In Digambara tradition first, of the two stories related with
the origin of the Yapaniya sect, is contained in Darsanasara, of
Devasena (10th century A. D.). According to it, 205 years after the
demise of Vikram a Svetambara monk Kalasa founded this sect at
Kalyananagara.* DarSanasira does not provide any further clue.

The second story, occurred in Bhadrabghucarita of Ratna-
nandi ( 15th century A. D. ) narrated that Nrkuladevi, the queen of
the king Bhupala of Karahataka, requested him to“invite some
Jaina monks, present at her paternal town, then. Accordingly, the
minister Budhisagara was despatched to request the monks to visit
Karahataka. Monks consented and visited Karaha;aka. The king
Bhipala went to receive them. They were wearing clothes and
possessing alms-pot, sticks. Therefore, considering them as lax
conduct monks, king sent them back. The queen Nrkuladevi re-
quested the monks to come again pretending to be Digambara
monks with peacock-feather brush ( picchi ) and Kamandalu.
Heeaing to her advice, monks entered the town, accordingly. As a
result, the appearance and conduct of those monks was that of
Digambara and Svetambara, respectively. According to
Ratnanandi it was through the group of these monks that Yapaniya
sect came into existence.

‘ But Ratnanandi’s version of origin of Yapaniya sect may
not be agreed upon. Because, to assume Yapaniya tradition to be
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originated from Svetambara tradition as such is misleading. Rather
it emanated form the original tradition known as Nirgrantha tradi-
tion, anterior to both Svetambara and Digambara sects.

In point of fact, when the practice of violations, regarding
the rules of food, pots etc. increased in religious order of Mahﬁvira,
and integrity of nudity began to decline, those opposed to and advo-
cates of wearing cothes etc., grouped themselves as Yapaniyas and
Svetambaras, respectively. Again, the place of origin of Yapaniyas
was not South India, rather it was North India. The idea that Yapa-
niyas entered the South India, pretending as Svetambara, is quite
misleading. At its best, it may be said that in appearance as well as
conduct Yapaniyas partially resembled both Svetambaras as well
as Digambaras.

Indranandi in his Nitisara, included Yapaniyas among five
pseudo-Jaina sects, namely Gopucchika, Svetavisi, Dravida,
Yapaniya and Nihpicchika.’ But he has not given any clue to their
origin. The verses of Indranandi, suggested only this much firstly,
that Yapaniya tradition was different from the Miilasangha of
Digambara tradition and secondly, that Yapaniyas were pseudo-
Jainas and they were not the true representatives of Jaina tradition.
In fact, all the accounts, dealing with the origin of Yapaniyas, have
been put-forth, invariably by the adversaries of Yapaniyas, hence
failed to present real picture of this sect.

In my opinion, the foregoing discussion as well as depic-
tions at Mathura, explicitly suggest that druing the time of Arya-
krsna, i.e., second century V.S. Jaina monks, possessed as a rule,
one cloth, peacock-feather-brush ( Picchi or Rajoharana ) and
bowls. Though it can not be denied that the possession of all the
fourteen Upadhis, as mentioned in Chedasitras, were not in prac-
tice in literal sense, yet Jaina monks positively held a piece of
cloth to cover their nudity and had a bowl to receive alms. Another
piece of cloth was also possessed by them as mouth mask
( Mukhavastrika ). The former of the two, was kept on the wrist by
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monks to cover their nudity, particularly at the occasion of visiting
towns for alms. It was on this point of possessing clothes that
Sivabhiiti dissented from Aryakrsna.

Jaina literary sources reveal contrary factsas to the precep-
tor-disciple relation between Aryakrsna and Sivabhiiti. According
to AvaSyaka-miilabhdsya, there was preceptor-disciple relation
between Aryakrsna and Sivabhuti, while the hagiological list of
Kalpasitra explicitly mentioned Sivabhiiti as predecessor to Arya-
krsna. However, this, in no way, hindered the contemporaneity of
the two. The fact remained that there was a difference of opinion
between them. The anecdote of the blanket set with gems ( Ratna-
kambala ) as contained in the works of Svetambara tradition, is
also not authentic. In fact, after emancipation of Mahavira, the
tendency of possessing clothes and begging bowls, crept into his
order with an increasing trend. Though minor monks ( ksulflakas ),
monks with abnormal organs ( Sadosa-lirigas ) and those hailing
from royal families were allowed to have clothes etc. as an excep-
tion ( apavada marga ). But when this exeception ( apaviada
marga ) began to assume the form of practice or rule ( utsarga-
marga ) among monks, considering Jinakalpa as extinct, Sivabhiiti
tried to make nudity essential for monks. Prior to him, Aryaraksita
also had to prevail over his father, who was initiated into the
former's Sarigha, to adopt nudity. As his father was hesitant in
practising nudity before his kinsmen Aryaraksita, himself,
allowed the monks to keep an extra bowl, in rainy season to ex-
crete, in addition to begging bowls. Even during the time of
Mahavira, monks were not resolute in observing nudity as a rule
rather it was exceptional. But considering the Jinakalpa, as cxtinct,
when Jaina monks started treating the holding of clothes as a rule
and not as exception, then Sivabhiiti, was forced to make drive to
establish nudity as a rule. He opposed the concept of extinct of
Jinakalpa and maintaincd that all the capable monks ought to prac-
tise nudity and be hand-bowled. Nevertheless, in exceptional cases,
he was not averse to holding of clothes by monks. Bhagavati-
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aradhana also corroborated his views. Yet it is hard to believe that
his attempt to revive nudity as an essential practice was the sole
‘factor behind the division of Sarigha, because the first gatha of
hagiological list of Kalpasitra annexed finally in Sth century, at
the time of Devarddhigani, contains the name of Falgumitra of
Gautam clan, Dhanagiri of Vagistha clan, Sivabhiiti of Kotsa clan
and Durjayanta Krsna of KauSika clan. As mentioned earlier,
Sivabhiiti’s name figures before Aryakrsna’s name in it. It is not in
conformity with that of Avasyaka-miilabhasya, where Sivabhuti is
referred to as disciple of Aryakrsna. This problem, may be recon-
ciled if both are considered as the disciples of the one teacher,
Again, it does not stand in the way of their contemporaneity. How-
ever, the crux of the matter was that they had a difference of opin-
1on regarding possessions and it was through Kaudinya and Kotya-
vira, the disciples of Sivabhiiti that this tradition of Yapaniya
flourished.

Place of the Origin of Yapaniyas

Svetambara and Digambara traditions differ regarding the
place of orgin of Yapaniyas. Svetambaras held that it was Ratha-
virapura, near Mathura, in North India, while Digambaras claim
that it was Kalayana in South India or Karahataka in North-West
Karnataka. Thus to Svetambaras their place of origin was North
India, and for Digambaras it was South India. Let us examine, the
evidences far and against the places, advocated by both the tradi-
tions. I find the claim of Svetambaras nearer to the truth. Because
the names of both the Acaryas, Aryakrsna and Sivabhuti, directly
associated, traditionally with the origin of Yapaniyas, figured in
the hagiological list of Kalpasitra. Also the image of Aryakrsna,
holding a piece of cloth to cover his nudity, with inscriptions, has
been discovered at Mathura. In this case, the account of AvaSyaka-

miilabhasya, that is the Svetimbara view of origin, appeard more
realistic. Digambara theory of origin, on the other hand, given by
Ratnanandi, holds no ground, firstly, because his work belonged tc
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a period, nearly 1200 years after their origin, when the Yapaniya
tradition had almost become part of the history. Secondly, as the
Ratnanandi’s account is not substantiated by any other literary as
well as epigraphic evidence. Thirdly, the very existence of Kalyana,
prior to 10th century, is doubtful. It appears that the Digambara
theory of Southern origin of Yapaniya, came into being because
Digambaras had come into contact with Yapaniya in Southern
India.

Inscriptional Evidences of the Yiapaniya Sect

We come to know about the preceptors, Bhattarakas and
house-holders of Yapaniya Sect from literary sources and epigra-
phic evidences. Of the two, the inscriptional evidences, being con-
temporary and shunning the possibility of tampering with, are
more authentic. There are a number of inscriptions pertaining to
Yipaniya Sect. Prof. A. N. Upadhye has exploited these inscrip-
tions, in his article, fully. I have presented my observation making
first hand study of the relevant inscriptions, available so far, in
addition to Prof. Upadhye's article. Earliest inscription relating to
Yapaniya sect, is that of Mrge$a Varman of Kadamba dynasty ( C.
479-490 A. D.).® This inscription refers to the grant of land, made
to Yapaniyas, Nirgranthas and Kiircakas. Another inscription, app-
roximately of the same period ( C. 497-537 A.D.) as above, re-
ferred to four Ydpaniya preceptors, acaryas and monks —
Damakirti, Jayakirti Pratihara, Nimittajfidna Paragami preceptor
Bandhusena and Tapodhana knower of scriptures, Kumardatta.”
Herein, the Yapaniyas have been designated as ascetic ( Yapaniya-
stépasvinab ) and engroved on the path of true religion ( Sad-
dharmamargapratisthitah ). The title ‘Siri’ herein, has been used
for Acaryas. The above inscriptions indicated that the king has
made donation for worship in temple, for its security, for its rou-
tine expenses in addition to that for eight day festival ( Astahnika
Mahotsava ) and maintenance of Yapaniya monks. Thus, it is clear
that at the time of or even prior to these inscriptions, the specific



w¢& o SHT/STHE-SA/R%E

arrangement for food etc. of Yapaniya monks was in practice and
the begging was becoming secondary, otherwise references to
donations for maintenance would have not been found. Then, there
is the inscription of Krsnaverma ( C. 475-485 A. D. ), of second
branch of Kadamba dynasty. It refers to the gift of a piece of*land,
at Triparvat to Yapaniya sect, by his son prince Devaverman for
repair, worship and maintaining grandeur of the temple of the
seer.®

It is noteworthy that inscriptions, belonging to a span of
three centuries, i. e., 6th, 7th and 8th centuries, on Yapaniyas are
not available. That is why we get the inscription dated 812 A. D.
of king Amoghavarsa of Rastraktita dynasty after that of Kadamba
(c. 475-485 A. D.).? It refers to the Arkakirti, the grand disciple
of Kuvilacarya and disciple of Vijayakirti. It also refers to Yapa-
niya Nandi Sangha, Punnagavrksamiulagana and Kityacaryanvaya.
This inscription also informed that Acarya Arkakirti treated the
ruler of the country, Puligil from ill-effects of Saturn. It suggests
that right from the beginning of 9th century A. D., Yapaniya
monks acquired not only headship of the religious establishment or
temples but also adopted medical and incantation ( Yantra-mantra )
practices.'® Another inscription dated about 9th century, found at
Chinglepet, Tamilnadu, mentioned the name of Amaramudgala-
guru, the disciple of Mahavira Acarya, of Kumiligana of Yapaniya
sect, who inspired the construction of Jaina temple, namely
Des§avallabha. This deed of gift indicated that it meant for mainte-
nance of Yapaniya monks. This inscription also points out that
Yapaniya monks were residing in and had food from the
monasteries.

Another deed of grant, pertaining to Yapaniya sect ( dated
C. 945 A. D. ) belonged to Ammaraja Il of Eastern Calukya
dynasty. He donated village Maliyapundi to a Jina temple Kataka-
bharana."! The head of this temple was saint Sri Mandiradeva, who
was like Jina and was like ocean in virtues. He was the disciple of
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pontif like great monk Jinanandi of Nandigaccha of Kotimaduva-
gana of Yapaniya sect. It is remarkable that the preceding ins-
cription referred to Yapaniya Nandi Sangha, while this one to
Yapaniya Sangha Nandigaccha.

An inscription dated c. 980 A. D. of Calukya dynasty in-
formed about the gift of land in favour of a Jaina temple, built by
Santivarmma.'? The names of several preceptors of Kandura Gana
of Yapaniya sect such as Bahubalidevacandra, Ravicandrasvami,
Arhannandi, Subhacandradeva etc. figure in this inscription. Prabha-
candra in this inscription has been referred as Sabdavidyagama-
kamala and Sadtarkakalarika. This Prabhacandra is not the author
of the Prameyakamalamartanda and Nyayakumudacandra, but the
commentator of Sabdanusisana of Yapaniya preceptor Sakatayana.

Prof. P. B. Desai has cited an inscription, found at Saudatti
( Belagaon ) wherein the names of preceptors of Kandura Gana of
the Yapaniya sect such as Subhacandra-I, Candrakirti, Subha-
candra-1I, Nemicandra-I, Kumarakirti, Prabhacandra and Nemi-
candra-II figure.'> Another inscription related {o Yapaniya sect
dated C. 1013 A. D. is found at Toddavasadi ( monastery ) of
Belagaon, inscribed on the foot-stool (Pidapitha) of the Neminatha
image, built in 1013 A. D. by Parisayya of Yapaniya sect.'* Like-
wise, the Radhvag inscription, dated 1020 A. D. referred to the gift
of land of Huvinavage, to the renowned preceptor Kumarakirti
Panditadeva of Yapaniya sect.'” Hasura inscription dated 1028-29
referred to a gift of a garden of betel nut, and a few houses for the
temple to the preceptor Gurukirti of this sect.’®

]

Two inscriptions of Huli, dated 1044 A. D. referred to
Candradeo Bhattaraka!” and Ramacandradeo of Punnagavrksa-
milagana of Yapaniya sect respectively. The Mugad ( Mysore )
inscription dated, 1045 A. D. also referred to a large number of
preceptors of Kumudigana of Yapaniya scct namely Sri Kirtigora-
vadi, Prabhasa§anka, Nayavrttindtha, Ekavira, Mahavira, Naren-
drakirti, Nagavikki, Vrttindra, Niravadyakirti, Bhattaraka Madha-
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vendu, Balacandra, Ramcandra, Municandra, Ravikirti, Kumara-
kirti, Damanandi, Traividyagovardhana, Vaddhacarya etc.'” Prof.
Upadhye held that some of these names appeared in the inscription
might be fake but he did not give any argument to support his
claim.

The inscription of Morab distt. Dharavada, referred to the
voluntary death ( Sallekhana ) of Nagacandra, the disciple of
Jayakirtideo of Yapaniya sect. Herein, Kanakasakti, the disciple of
Nigacandra has been signalised as Mantracidiamani.®® The inscrip-
tion dated 1096 A. D. belonging to the regime of Tribhuvana-
malla, mentioned the grant of a garden by Sovisetti, to the Caru-
kirti Pandit, the disciple of Municandra Traividya Bhattaraka of
Punnagavrksamiilagana of Yapaniya sect.” According to this in-
scription, it was written by Dayiyayya, the disciple of Municandra
Siddhantadeo. An inscription of Dharamapuri, Distt. Bida,
Mabharastra, referred to the donation of a portion of the receipts,
collected from various taxes from some villages to Mahavira
Pandit, for the worship of Lord and maintenance of monks.** Simi-
larly, an inscription of 11th century A. D. referred to the grant of a
village Cumudavada, by Sivakumara of Gandha dynasty to the pre-
ceptor Devakirti of Kareyagana of Mailanvaya of Yapaniya sect
for building a Jaina temple and its maintenance.”® The preceptors
mentioned as predecessors to the Devakirti, in this inscription in-
clude : Subhakirti, Jinacandra, Nagacandra and Gunakirti. An in-
scription dated, 1108 A. D. mentioned that during the time of
Balliladeva and Ganadhbaraditya Bammagavuda the disciple of
Aryika ( Nun ) Ratnamati of Mulasangha Punnagavrksamilagana
built a temple.** The mention of Mulasangha, is misleading here.
However, the Punnagavrksamiilagana, figured here, clearly indi-
cated that the nun was Yapaniya one, as this Gana definitely be-
longed to Yapaniya sect. " '

The inscription found at Bailamongala, distt. Belagaon, of
the reign of Tribhuvana Malladeva of Calukya dynasty, referred to
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the Miila Bhattaraka and Jinadevasuri of Mailanvaya Kareyagana
of Yapaniya sect.” The inscription of reign of Vikramaditya VI,
found at Huli, distt. Balagaon, referred to the preceptors like
Bahubali, Subhacandra, Maunideva, Maghanandi etc. Another in-
scription found at Eksambi, distt. Belagaon, mentioned about the
grant of land for the Neminatha monastery built by army-chief
Kalana of Vijayaditya to Mahamandalacarya Vijayakirti of
Punnagavrksamulagana of Yapaniya sect.”’ The preceptors, men-
tioned, herein, as the predecessors of Vijayakirti are Municandra,
Vijayakirti-I, Kumarakirti, Traividya, Vijayakirti etc.

The Manduvagana of this sect has been praised lavishly in
the inscription of Arsikere Mysore.” The image in this temple was
consecrated by Bhanakaseli, the disciple of Punnagavrksamula-
gana of Yapaniya Sangha. The preceptor of the consecration cere-
mony was Kumarakirti, Siddhantadeo of Maduvagana of Yapaniya
sect. The editor has also pointed out the tampering with inscription
as the Yapaniya has been replaced by Kasthasangha. Again, the
Lokapur ( Distt. Belagaon ) inscription dated 12th century A. D.
mentioned the teacher Sakalendu Saiddhantika, Siddhantacakra-
vartin of Kanduragana of Yapaniya sect.”® In inscription, belonging
to this region, Manoli Distt. Belagaon, the voluntary death of
Palyakirti the disciple of Municandradeo of Yapaniya Sangha is
inscribed. This Palyakirti, may be identified positively with the
famous grammarian Palyakirti Sakatdyana, the author of well
known works Sabdanus§isana and its auto-commentary namely
Amoghavrtti.* Bharatiya Jianapitha has published the Sakatiyana
Vyakarana with women liberation ( Strimukti ) and Kevali Bhukti
Prakarana. The treatment by him of the latter subject is a testi-
mony of his being Yapaniya.*' The inscription of Hukeri, Distt.
Belagaon also referred to Traikirti.>* The last inscription pertaining
to Yapaniya sect was found at Kagavada, distt. Belagaon dated
1934.%* This inscription is inscribed on the foot-stool of image of
Lord Neminatha installed in the underground floor and bears the
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names of Nemicandra, Dharmakirti and Nagacandra of Punnaga-
vrksamiilagana of Yapaniya sect.
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Philosophical Aspect of Non-violence
Dr. Bashistha Narayan Sinha

If not exaggerated, the theory of Non-violence is the best
achievement of human mind, which may also be known as the prin-
ciple of love. As it has been highlighted in the Mahabharata :

' “ahirhsikojfianatrptah sa Brahmasanamarhati.””

The person who follows the path of Non-violence and is sat-
isfied with knowledge ( Jiana) is considered worthy to enjoy the
respect of sitting on the Brahma’s chair. Non-violence is the founda-
tion-stone of the world-culture. So almost all traditions of philoso-
phy, religion, ethics, sociology, politiéal-science and economics
which intend to see this world with harmony and happiness, have
propounded and propagated this theory in their own different ways.

Vedic Philosophy and Non-violence

The Vedic tradition is based on the Vedic literatures such as
the Vedas, the Upanisads, the Sitras, the Smrtis, the Ramayana, the
Mahabharata, the Gita, etc. in which Vedic philosophy has been in-
troduced and interpreted. The Vedic philosophy has the following
four stages :

(i) Naturalistic Anthropomorphic Polytheism,

(ii ) Monotheism,

( iii ) Henotheism,

(iv) Monism.

The Naturalistic Anthropomorphic Polytheism begins in the
Vedas and step by step it has developed as the Monism in Upa:
nisads. In the Naturalistic Anthropomorphic Polytheism various
parts and powers of nature which affect the human life are wor-
shipped as deties. In the Monotheism only one God is considered to
be the supreme-power and other gods and godesses are said to be his
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subordinates. The Henotheism accepts any god or goddess as the
supreme-power according to time and place. But in the Monism
there is no God or Theos qualified ( Saguna ). There is the only
superme power Brahma devoid of qualities ( Nirguna ), who per-
vades the whole universe. The philosophy of Non-violence is fully
influenced by these theories at different stages.

Vedas ( Theory of Naturalistic Anthropomorphic Polythesim )
In the Vedas the principle of Non-violence has been ex-
pressed through different prayers which directly or indirectly repre-
sent the first philosophical theory of Naturalistic Anthropomorphic
polytheism. For example
' dyauh $antirantariksam Santih prthvi
Santirapah Santirosadhayah Santih
vanaspatayah Santirvi§vedevah Santi-
brahmagantih sarvam $§antih Santireva
$antih sa ma Santirevi’®
(i) Heaven ( Dyuloka ) may be peaceful.
(ii ) Sky or Ether ( Antariksa ) may be peaceful.
(iii ) Earth ( Prthvi ) may be peaceful.
(iv) Water ( Apa ) may be peaceful.
( v) Herb ( Ausadhi ) may be peaceful.
( vi ) Deities ( Devah ) may be peaceful.
( vii ) Ultimate Reality ( Brahma ) may be peaceful.
( viii ) All ( Sarvah) may be peaceful.
( ix ) Everywhere there may be peace.
’( x ) The whole universe may be full of peace.

‘ From the viewpoint of Non-violence this prayer may be in-
?emreted in this way : where there is peace there is harmony. Where
there is harmony there is friendship. Where there is friendship there
is love and where there is love there is Non-violence. This may be
known through the following two tables :
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Peace Non-Vionlence
Harmony Love
Friendship Friendship
Love Harmony
Non-Violence Peace

These tables seem to be in ascending and descending orders,
but there is nothing like this. These also cannot be compared with
Heralitusian Way Up ( earth, water, fire ) and Way Down ( fire,
water, earth ). One can start either from Peace or non-violence but
result will be the same. So the Vedic Rsi expresses his well-wishes
that this universe may be full of love and affection. The universe
may be full of non-violence. The theory of non-violence is the
philosopy of love. The love may have expansion from individual self
to God, through family members, neighbours, other human beings
and remaining all other beings.

Upanisads ( Monism )

When the Upanisadic rsi defines a wiseman, he says :

“A wiseman is he who feels himself in other persons and
other persons in himself.”

This non-dualistic feeling makes him ( wiseman ) boycott
injury.

Ramaiyana and Mahabharata ( Monotheism )

In the RAmJ3yana Rama is the Supreme power, the ultimate
reality and God. Everything move according to His sweet will. All
beings are parts and parcels of God. So all are equal and nobody
should be injured. Same is the case with Mahabhdarata in which
Krsna is God and the Supreme power. Non-violence is the super-
religion. Krsna instructs Arjuna to fight against that which is irreli-
gious ( Adharma ) and to establish the religious order ( Dharma ).
He also teaches him to be indifferent from any interest and achieve-
ment ( Niskama ). According to Krsna Arjuna should fight against
Kauravas his cousins, not to kill them and to capture the throne, but
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to save religion, morality, justice and social order which are on the
of verge of ruin due to crimes and cruelties brought by them. The
battle-field Kuruksetra has been treated as DharmakSetra, the place
of religion. Thus fighting has not been considered here as a crime or
injury, because it is the enhancer of religion. That religion which is
known as sustainer ( Dharayatiti Dharmah ).

Siankhya ( Dualism ) Mimarsa ( Apiirva )

Sankhya and Mimarnsa both the systems of Indian philoso-
phy are known as atheistic branches. They do not accept the
exisence of God. Prakrti and Purusa are known as the ultimate reali-
ties in the Sankhya philosophy. This system of Indian philosophy has
established the theory of evolution ( Vikasavada ), which takes place
when Prakrti and Purusa unite together. “Mimamsa believes in the
Law of Karma, in unseen power ( Apiirva ), in heaven and hell, in
liberation and in the ultimate authority of the eternal authorless Vedas.””

The Mimarhsa philosophy has layed stress on sacrifice. The
Vedic sacrifice is helpful to get all sorts of achievements therefore
this system declares :

“vaidiki hiriisa, himsa na bhavati.”

The violence prescribed in the Vedas is not a violence. The
Vedas instruct to offer meat of animal to the sacrificial-fire and to
eat the remaining part of that as blessing. This is one of the impor-
tant religious functions. So one should not remark this activity as
violence. Though there is a popular religious law :

“na himsyat sarvabhitani.”

No being should be killed or injured. But there is also an

exception to this general rule :

“agnisomiyam pasimalabheta.”
. Bring animal for Agni and Soma. It means animals may be
‘offered to the sacrifical gods and goddesses.

The Sankhya philosophy has refuted the Mimarnsa’s theory
of offering animals to gods and goddesses at the time of performing
sacrifice. As this philosophy has asserted, injury must be treated as
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injury at any time at any place. The exception to the law of injury is
meaningless. ‘na himsyat sarvabhiitani’ and ‘agnisomiyam
pasumalabheta’ are contradictory to each other. Violence cannot be
helpful to any spiritual achievement. According to the Sankhya Phi-
losophy there are three types of sufferings :

(i) Spiritual ( Adhyatmika )

(ii ) Physical ( Adhibhautika )

(iii ) Caused by Evil-Spirit ( Adhidaivika)

There are three types of ways for being liberated from these
sufferings which have been discussed in the Sankhyatattvakaumudr

(i) Worldly ( Laukika)

(ii ) Scriptural method ( Sistriya Updya)

(1) Worldly ( Laukika ) : A hungry man eats bread, boiled
rice, vegetables etc. and gets himself free form hunger. A thirsty
man takes water to quench his thirst. A person who is ill takes medi-
cines in order to be cure.

( ii ) Scriptural Method ( Sastri 'va Upaya ) : The man who
has faith in scriptures, performs sacrifice to be free from various
sufferings.

( iii ) Scriptural Inquisitiveness ( Sastriya Jijiasa ) : The
worldly way and scriptural method do not bring full freedom from
sorrows and sufferings, because they themselves lack purity. There-
fore Scriptural Inquisitiveness is the only way through which one
can obtain liberation. One can be free from all of his sufferings only
by achieving the true knowledge of Prakrti and Purusa. In this way
Sankhya philosophy has repudiated the performance of sacrifice
which has been mentioned in the scriptural method.

Jaina Philosophy and Non-violence

Jainism is one of the Sramanika traditions. It is also one of
the oldest traditions of the world. Neither it accepts God nor it be-
lieves in the authority of the Vedas. It has its own literature which
has been named as the Jaina Agama. It has propunded the theory of



ST/IWA-SV/RRRE 1 LR

Relativism ( Sapeksatavada ) which has been addressed as the real-
istic pluralism ( Anekantavada ) in its metaphysics, as the theory of
relativity ( Syadvada ) in its epistemology and the theory of Non-
violence ( Ahimsavada) in its ethics. Relativism is actually a theory
of Non-violence though it has been named so in the field of ethics.

Anekintavada ( The Realistic Plaralism )

Jaina metaphysics has assingned :

“anantadharmdatmakam vastu.’

The Tattva which is the ultimate reality has been also named
as Dravya, Padirtha, Substance. It has infinite characteristics
( Dharmas ), which cannot be known by an ordinary person. An
ordinary man can know either one ( Eka ) or many ( Aneka ). He
cannot know the infinte. Therefore ‘Anekanta’ means many limita-
tions, many extensions, many relations, many points of views. A
thing may be known from various angles. All views or angles may
be correct in their own limitations. The Anekidntavada is a theory
which keeps a knower in his own limitation. So whenever he crosses
his own limitation and declares his knowledge as right and complete
one and that of other being totally wrong and incomplete, he com-
mits injury. The injury committed by him may be seen in two ways :

1. Sva-himsa ( Self-injury ) : The person who presents his
partial and incomplete knowledge as a full and complete one, he
commits his own injury caused by egoism.

2. Para-himsi ( Injury of other ) : When he proclaims that
only he possesses correct knowledge because of its completeness
and other person has worng knowledge because of its incomplete-
ness he commits Para-himsa, i.e., injury of other by pinching his
heart. For nobody wants to be declared as a person with wrong
knowledge.

Syadvada ( Theory of Relativity )

Syadvada is the epistemological theory of Jainism. It pro-
vides a method to express the theory of Anekantavada. It means
Syadvada is a theory which guides how to present the relative

» 5
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knowledge or limited knowledge so that knower may save himself
from committing injuries. The Syadvada stands on its base the word
‘Syat’ which means in some relation ‘in some limitation” up to some
extent etc. Therefore, when a knower expresses his knowledge with
the very word ‘Syat’, his expression according to Jainism is cansid-
ered to be limited and relative. He saves himself from presenting his
incomplete knowledge in the complete form. At the same time he
does not impress other persons wrongly. Other personsdo not feel
that they are wrong and the only person who has expressed his
knowledge is right. In this way they also do not feel any trouble.
Here it may be confirmed that Syadvadaprotectsa man from both
Sva-hirmsa as well as Para-himsa which are committed through the
wrong expression of knowledge.

Ahirhsavada ( Theory of Non-violence )

In the Jaina Ethics Non-violence occupies a full fledged sta-
tus which will be discussed later on, But here this much must be
known that the Jaina conduct has been divided mainly into two
parts :

(i) Duties of Saints ( Sramanacara)

(ii ) Duties of House-holders ( Sravakacara )

The five great austerities ( Paficamahavrat ) — Non-vio-
lence ( Ahimisa ), Truth ( Satya ), Non-stealing ( Acaurya ),
Celebacy ( Brahmacarya ), Non-possessiveness ( Aparigraha) have
been prescribed for saints. The five semi-austerities ( Paffca anu-
vrata ) have been suggested for the householders, The same five
austerities which have been suggested for saints, have been also
accepted for the house-holders, but with some limitations.

Buddhist Philosophy and Non-violence

Buddhism is another system of Sramanic traditions. In the
sixth century B. C. it was brought into existence by Lord Buddha a
contemporary of Lord Mahavira the 24th Tirthankara of Jainism.
This school of Indian philosophy also has hesitated to accept the
existence of God and importance of the Vedas.
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The Buddhist philosophy begins with the Four-Noble-
Truths ( Cara Arya Satya) :

(i) Sorrow { Duhkha ),

(ii ) Cause of sorrow ( Duhkha Samudaya ),

( iii ) Removal of the cause of sorrow ( Duhkha Nirodha ),

(iv) Way to remove the cause of sorrow ( duhkha-nirodha-
gamini-pratipada : Astangamagra).

As Buddha has preached that the world is full of sorrow.
There are causes of sufferings, which can be removed by following
the Eight-fold-path ( Astarigamdagra ). The main porblem before
Buddha is to make this wrold free from various tortures and trou-
bles. So the Buddhist scriptures have refuted injury and have sup-
ported non-injury.

{ a ) Samyuttanikidya ;. Neither in mind nor in words nor in
action any being should be troubled.®

('b) Vinayapitaka : Non-violence should be maintained not
only with big beings but also with small creatures like single-sensed
plant etc.”

( ¢ ) Dhammapada : The followers of Non-violence neither
cause pain to some one nor provoke anybody to do so.?

The Philosophy of Friendship ( Maitri-Bhavani )

Tevijja sutta : Buddha while guiding Vasistha manava to-
wards Brahmas place ( Brahmaloka) has emphasized on the follow-
ing®:

(i) Friendship or Love ( Maitri Bhavana),

( il ) Compassions ( Karung ),

( 1ii ) Cheerfulness ( Muditi),

( iv ) Impartiality ( Upeksa ).

A bhikkhu having friendly sentiment for all beings passes
through different sides. He being without any ill-will comes into
contact with all persons. The deeds done with friendly mood remain
for ever.

Samyutta Nik3ya : The friendship is important because it
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has power to save a man from all sides. The family in which number
of the female members is found lesser than that of the male mem-
bers, lives fearlessly from theives and robbers. The spear which is
itself sharp, is never pierced by other things. In the similar way the
man who has awakened himself with friendship ( Maitri Bhavani )
suffers fear neither from a being nor at a place. Therefore Buddha
has told to Bhiksu : ‘maitriceto vimukti.’

In the Kalyanamittasutta, the Kalyana mitratd, i.e., friend-
ship for having good ( Kalyana ) has been considered as an anticipa-
tion of liberation. As the redness of the sky presumes the arrival of
Sun, so the Kalyana mitratd is a sign of being benefitted by the
Eight-fold-path. Buddha again has addressed a Buddhist saint :

“Bhikkhu ! Kalyana mitrata is the only means which can
help a man to attain the advantage of the Astanga-Marga.'®”

Brahma-Vihara

The Mittasuttaof Suttanipata also focuses light upon friend-
ship. The friendship with all beings is the Brahma-vihara, which
may be compared with the Brahmic Intution ( Brahma-jiiana ) or the
Brahmic-perception ( Brahma-saksatkara ) of the Vedic philsophy.
The person who wants to attain peace, should be very clean ( Rju)
with sweet tone ( Priva-vacana ) and benevolence. He should be
simple and satisfied. He should not do even a single mistake so that
wisemen may blaim him. He should wish for pleasure and good of
all. He should think always that all beings either mobile or immo-
bile; big or great, middle or small; atom like small or heavy; per-
ceived or non-perceived far or near; originated or likely to be born
may have a happy life. He should treat all beings as a mother be-
haves with her son. After being free from enmity he should be care-
ful about the safety of all beings living up, down and vertical. He
should love all beings while he is standing or moving or sitting or
sleeping or walking, in all the stages he passes through. This is the
Brahma-vihara. By adopting this Brahma-vihara and being free from
sex ( Vasana) and desire ( Kimana ) a saint can obtain Nirvana.'*
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“ahimsaka ye munayo niccam kayena samvuta.

le yanti accyutam thapam yalth gantva na socare.

The person who leads his life with Non-violence and
Restraint obtains that unfallable seat which never causes any sort of
trouble for him.

Christain Philosophy and Non-violence

Jesus Christ is known as the founder of Christian tradition.
This philosophy may be seen in its literatures :

1. Gospels and the writings of New Testament,

2. Apocrypha,

3. Works of Philo,

4. Book Enoch,

5. Book of Daniel.

Christian philosophy is a Monotheistic philosophy. God is
the Ultimate Reality and the Supreme Father. All human beings are
His children. Non-violence has been placed in the centre of this phi-
losophy. This philosophy consists of two theories :

(i) Theory of Love,

(ii ) Theory of Non-opposition.

The theory of love is supported by the theory of Non-opposi-
tion. Where there is opposition there cannot be love and where there
is absence of love there can not be Non-violence. So Christ has pro-
pounded this theory in the following way :

Theory of Love — According to Christ love may be main-
tain on three levels :

(i) Love with God,

' (it ) Love with Neighbours,

(iii ) Love with Enemy.

One should love God, the Father of fathers, Who has created
the whole universe. The Father will be loved when His children will
be loved. So, through the love with all beings God can be loved.
Christ, while emphasizing the importance of love has expressed his
ideology in the following way : '

2212
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“Do not pay attention to the theory which advises you to
love your neighbours and to hate your foe rather, do what I say

“Ye have heard that it hath been said

Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy. 43.

But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse
you do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despite-
fully use you, and persecute you.” 44."

Then you will be a true child of your Father, i.e., God who
lives in heaven and orders the Sun to focus his rays and Cloud to rain
equally for both the man having good nature and also the man having
bad nature. The love with common people is the love with God. The
love is without any control and limitation.!* Actually love is Non-
violence and Non-violence is love, neither love can be imagined
without love nor love can be imagined wothout Non-violence.

Brotherly love — In the letter from St. Paul to Romio, the
Brotherly love has been presented in the following way :

“Your love should be open hearted. You love virtues and
hate vices. You love one another whole heartedly like real brother.
You should treat one another as greater than ownself. As far as pos-
sible you should creat harmony among yourselves.”!

Do not be grateful to anybody for any thing except Brotherly
love. The person who loves other is known as the follower of all
religious codes.'®

In the letter from St. Paul to Corinthians the Brotherly Love
has been discovered by the name of Charity.

“Though 1 speak with tongues of men and of angles, and
have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling
cymbals.

And though I have the gift of prophecy and understand all
mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith so that |
remove mountains, and have not charity. I am nothing.

And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor and
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though I give my body to be burned and have not charity, it profiteth
me nothing.!’

I may speak in the humman language and in the language of
angles but in the absence of love 1 am like a big ging and cymbal
which simply jingle. If I am blessed to predict, I know all mysterious
things; I possess all sorts of knowledge; I am so confident that I can
temove even the great mountain but these all in vain, if I have no
love. As charity | may expend all of my property, I may offer even
my body to be burned, but in the absence of love I cannot achieve
anything.

“Love possesses tolerance and kindness

Love neither envies nor over estimates not shows vanity.

Love never ill-treats.

Love is not selfish.

Love neither annoys nor accounts for the bad names,

Love enjoys pleasure for own good conduct not for

other's sins, v

( Love ) Beareth all things, believeth all things,

hopeth all things, endureth all things.7.”**

Prediction will vanish, language will be silent, knowledge
will finish but love will never come to its end. For, our predictions
and knowledge are incomplete and when the completeness will be
achieved the incompleteness will be gone."”

Theory of Non-opposition — Theory of love is strengthened
by the theory of Non-opposition. So Christ has told :

“Therefore, if then bring they gift to the altar, and there
rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee leave there thy
gift before the altar, and go thy way first be reconciled to thy brother
and then come and after thy gift.”’?

Suppose a person is ready to perform some religious activity
but his brother is angry with him for the performance to be held.
Then he should take first his brother in confidence before that wor-
ship, otherwise their love may be disturbed.
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Again Christ says in the favour of the Non-opposition theory

““You have heard that it hath been said
An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth. 38.

But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil :

But who so ever shall smite thee on thy right
Cheek, turn to him the other also.

And if any man will see thee at the law and take
away thy coat let him have thy cloak also. 40.

And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile,
go with him twain. 41.”

“Tit for Tat’ is totally wrong. The problem cannot be solved
by destroying eye for eye and tooth for tooth. Even peace cannot be
felt as a result of such activity. Thus you do not oppose any mis-
behaviour happend against you. If somebody slaps on your one
cheek, present the other to him. If some one wants to take your coat
by force provide him your cloak also. If some person comples you to
accompany with him for a mile, go with him up to the distance of
two miles.

In this way theory of Non-violence has been supported
through the principles of Love and Non-oppositions.

Islamic Philosophy and Non-violence

Islamic Philosophy is a monotheistic philosophy, which de-
pends on — 1. The Qurana, 2. The Sunna, 3. The Jima, 4. The Qias
ctc. In this philosophy Alliha or Khuda has been known as the ulti-
mate reality. The word Khuda has got its origin in the word ‘Khud’
which means ‘ownself’, therefore ‘Khudi’ means that who is self-
born, like the ‘Svayambhii’ of the Vedic tradition. He is addressed-
as Rahamana, i.e., One who possesses kindness.

“Praise belongs to God, the Lord of the worlds
the merciful, the compassionate, the ruler '
of the day of judgement. Thee we
serve and thee we ask for aid.” 22.
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The word ‘Islam’ also means ‘peace’, ‘safety’ and freedom
or liberation. When a person says, as salutation, ‘As-salama-
alekuma’, he wishes well for the peaceful life of the man whom he
salutes. These all things are in the favour of Non-violence. More-
over in Islam theories of charity and kindness have been discussed.

Theory of Charity — As depicted in the Qurana, charity
may be considered right and proper when that is performed without
any hesitation. Charity should not be known as a good thing unless
and untill it is free from any sort of painful activity. It is better to talk
lovingly to a person and to excuse him, than giving him anything
with heavy heart.

Theory of Kindness — Allaha is the symbol of kindness
and he has ordered that no being should be killed without any proper
cause. If some body kills a man without any proper cause, according
to Islamic faith, the person killed may be the killer of his killer. But
this he can do with the help of heavenly rule.

Now the question may be raised here — what is the proper
cause for killing a being ? To solve this problem one can see that
page on which Maudidi has discussed the rights of Khuda, soul and
human beings and giving them the right of utilizing other beings for
there different purposes. But they are not permitted to misuse them.
Human beings may utilize them for their food but they are not per-
mitted to kill other beings ( animals ) for their recreation. Moreover,
they should be killed through ‘Zabh’so that they will suffer at least.
In this tradition killing of futile animals is allowed though ill-feed-
ing, animals riding, using for carrying goods and keeping them in
cages are boycotted. Islamic philosophy has prohibited even for cut-
ting trees because they give fruits.?

It is astonishing enough that Khuda being so kind of prohi-
biting the ruin of a tree has permitted humaan beings to kill .animals
o their proper needs. He can feel the pangs of hunger of an animal's
geﬁy, but he does not feel the pain caused by their slaughterings, to

them.
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Contemporary Thinkers and Non-violence

Thoreau, Ruskin, Tolstoy, Mahatma Gandhi, Bertrand Rus-
sell and Martin Luther King are well known among contemporay
‘hinkers who have paid attention towards ~ Non-violence. They all
zxcept Bertrand Russell are socio-political thinkers. :

Henary David Thoreau — Henary David Thoreau an
American anarchist has accepted that man is good by his nature, so
in every situation he should do that which is decided by his soul. The
person who causes banefaction should be co-operated and the man
who causes harm should never be co-operated. Same is the case with
institutions. He has introduced Civil-disobedience in his philosophy,
which has influened M. K. Gandhi. According to Thoreau a demo-
cratic society should be considered as an ideal society. But unlike
Gandhi he has favoured even the injurious-revolution against Ame-
rican Government. '

John Ruskin — John Ruskin is the author of that famous
book ‘Unto the Last which has very much influenced Mahatma
Gandhi. The name ‘ Unro the Last has been translated as ‘Antyodaya’
in Hindi. It means ‘development upto the last number or the better-
ment upto the last member’. But Mahatma Gandhi being impressed
by this philosophy has followed it in the name of Sarvodaya. The
following three principles have been discussed in ‘ Unto the Last’ for
advocating the case of Non-violence.

(1) The individual good lies in universal good.

( ii ) All have equal rights of earning livelihoods by their
own professions. Therfore, all professions either of a pleader or of a
barber have equal values.”

(iii ) A laborious life, i.e., the life of a farmer or the life of a
labourer, is the proper human life.

As Ruskin has asserted Soul is the ultimate reality. Man is
good by his nature. Character deserves more vilue than intellect.
The social orientation is better than the political reformation. The
political and economic policies must be adopted with morality. The
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sig machines should be utilized for the freedom of a society not for
ts slavery. The capitalists should behave with his labours just as a
wise father treats lovingly with all of his children or the family
members. Nobody should be revengeful. A labour should never co-
dperate in weapon-manufacturing.?

Tolstoy — Tolstoy has propounded ‘Christian Anarchism’
which is the practical approach of ‘Serman on Mountain’ to the
modern political and social problems. He has accepted Christs
theory of love and he also takes it as a complete means for solving all
social, political and other problems of human life.

Theory of Love : According to Tolstoy there are two things
concerning non-violence which may be understood deeply and
should be applied on the basis of Love.

. (1) Injurious Non-opposition,

(ii ) Non-injurious, Non-co-operation.

( i) Injurious Non-opposition : Theory of Non-opposition
has been introduced formely by Christ. Tolstoy has also agreed with
Christ’s principle of Non-opposition which has been discussed on
the last pages. But he has interpreted that in his own way. Suppose
some one wants to take my coat by force and I surrender myself to
him by giving him my coat and cloak also. This is Non-opposition
but this may be remarked as injury, if I give him my coat and cloak
due to his threatening. This is injurious Non-opposition. So to be free
from injury. I should offer my things to the person who is demanding
for, in the capacity of love not in that of fear and frightening.

(ii ) Non-injurious Non-Cooperation : The non-injurious
non-cooperation is aimost the same civil disobedience of Thoreau
which has been named as Satyagraha by Mahatma Gandhi. As this

inciple states, one should boycott co-operation no doubt, but with
civility, not violently.

Moreover, Tolstoy is of opinion that no being should be
forced to do anything against his will and this is the basis of his
Mory of Non-violence. In his letter to Mahatma Gandhi he has
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written

“The denial of all sorts of violence means to follow the path
of unbiased love. Love is the highest and the only code of life. In
other words it is an endeavour towards the union of all human souls
so that they may bchave gently with one another. The applicatif)n of
force never harmonizes with love. As soon as the force is accepted
the love vanishes away.*¢

So, Tolstoy has criticized Christian civilization which on the
one side tries to follow the path of love or the path of Non-violence
and on the other it permits the use of force.

Mahatma Gandhi — Mahatma Gandhi, one of the con-
temporary Indian philosophers is known as most prominent pro-
pounder of non-violence of his time. In his philosophy Non-violence
is not limited only to metaphysics, religion and ethics but it has been
extended upto the social, political and economic thinkings. Non-vio-
lence has been flourished equally in Gandhi's thought as well as in
his practical life. He has adopted it as the only weapon for fighting
against British-Government, in order to achieve India's freedom.

God, Truth and Ahimmsi — God, Truth and Ahimis3 are the
basic constituents of the Gandhian philosophy. Whatever may be the
problem the Gandhian philosophy gets its solution through these
three. Gandhiji has accepted God as truth and also truth as God. So
many times he has said — God is Truth and Truth is God. God or
Truth may be approached through Non-violence. Therefore Truthis
the end of human life while Non-violence is its means. Gandhiji
while removing the doubt concerning levels of Truth and Ahimsa
has said very clearly —

“Ahimsa is not the goal. Truth is goal. But we have ng,
means of realizing truth in human relationships except through the
practice of Ahimsa. A steadfast pursuit of Ahinisa as inevitably
bound to truth not so violence. That is why I swear by Ahimsa. Truth
came naturally to me. Ahimsa 1 acquired after a struggle. But Ahimsi
being the means we are naturally more concerned with it in our
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every day life. It is Ahimsa, therefore, that our masses have to be
educated in. Education in truth follows from it as a natural end.?’

In ‘A talk on Non-violence’ Gandhiji has said that Ahirsa
is not the a form of direct action but it is the only form of that. Non-
violence is meaningless when it is not applied as direct action. It
must have direct and active expression. It is the greatest and the
activest force in the world. One cannot be passively non-violent. In
fact non-violence is a term I had coin in order to bring out the root
meaning of Ahimsa. In spite of the negative particle ‘non’, it is no
negative force.”® Mahatma Gandhi has agreed with the sayings of
ancient seers that one can achieve nothing through strife and vio-
lence, rather through Ahiris4 he can fulfil his destiny and duty to his
fellow creatures. For, non-violence is a force which is more positive
than electricity and more powerful even than ether. In the centre of
Non-violence there is a force which is self active.?

According to Mahatma Gandhi following are the axioms of
non-violence : B

('a) Non-violence implies as complete self-purification as
humanly possible.

( b) Man for man the strength of Non-violence is in exact
proportion to the ability, not the will, of the non-violent person to
inflict violence.

(¢ ) Non-violence is without exception superior to violence,
i.e., the power at the disposal of a non-violent person is always
greater than he would have if he was violent.

(d) There is no such thing as defeat in Non-violence, the
end of violence is surest defeat.

( e ) The ultimate end of Non-violence is surest victory if
such term may be used of non-violence. In reality, where there is no
hense of defeat, there is no sense of victory.*

Moreover Non-violence is all-pervasive because one cannot
Weamon-violent about one activity of his own and violent about oth-
&¥edt possesses nothing therefore it possesses everything because it
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is universal. Possession makes limitations. So a thirig without any
possession or limitation may be considered beneficial to all. Though,
it is the law of human race it never avails to him who does not have
faith in God. Non-violence cannot be practised without sacrifice. So
either individual or nation must be ready to sacrifice all things ex-
cepts honour. “Non violence is that sort of power which can be
achieved by all children, youngmen and women provided they be-
lieve in God and love for all mankind.”

Non-violence affords the fullest protection to self-respect
and sense of honour, but not always to possession of land or movable
property, though its habitual practice does provide a better bulwark
than the possesion of armed men to defend them. Non-violence in
the very nature of things, is of no assistance in the defence of ill-
‘gotten gains and immoral acts.*!

As Gandhiji asserts self suppression is often needed for
moving on the path of truth and Non-violence but it never prescribes
meek submission to the evil doers. The way of the lord is for the
Bravesnot for the Coward.*?

Bertrand Russell — Bertrand Russell a prominent con-
temporary western philosopher has advocated theory of Non-vio-
lence by analysing human motives and boycotting war. As he has
interpreted there are two types of human motives : ( i ) Possessive or
collective and (ii ) Creative .

( i) Possessive or collective motive: It is human nature that
a man wants to lead a happy life for which he tries to possess all
means of pleasure. Sometimes he occupies much more than what he
actually needs. He collects materials not for his ownself but also for
his family members and coming generations. This way of increasing
desires creates clash and conflict with others, because means are
always limited and ends or desires are ever unlimited. Ultimately
violence takes place.

( ii ) Creative motive : Another motive of man is to create
something. By his scientific approach man creates many instruments
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which make human life smooth. He composes poems, writes stories,
novels, dramas, etc. He presents various beautiful paintings. These
all provide pleasure to human society and because there is no limi-
tation there is no clash. A poem may be read openly and whole
heartedly by all, thus the problem of violence does not arise here.

Boycott of War : War takes place among different nations
due to their possessive motive. When a nation wants to extend its
area, it attacks on its neighbour-country, which results into war.
According to Bertrand Russell war must be boycotted, because there
are follwing reasons :

(1) When two fighting nations make bombard on each other
several innocent persons are killed.

(ii ) Generally young people are sent in the battle-field and
they are gunned down in full bloom of their lives. A common man
leads a long life and he presents various creative values for human
life. But the man who is killed in the battlefield does nothing like
this. In the case of being alive he would have done many things for
the betterment of human life.

(iii ) All plans and projects are hampered due to economic
crisis and disturbances. Governments expend their money and mate-
rials on war and other needs and necessities are neglected.

So Bertrand Russell opines to boycott war by neglecting the
possessive motive and giving importance to the creative motive.

Martin Luther King — Martin Luther King is known as
American Gandhi. Like Mahatma Gandhi he has accepted non-vio-
lence as the only weapon for obtaining freedom of Nigro-society. He
is respected as the symbol of humanity. He lived for the cause of
bumanity and died also for the same. In December 1955, when he
.was only 29 years old was elected as the head of a small civic group
‘in Alabama town. But when he died in 1968, he was a well-known
leader of the Southern-Christian Leadership Conference.

Just after being elected as the President of the Montgomery
Improvement Association, Martin Luther King continued to get
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threatening from his opponents and that caused.-him so much dis-
turbed that he began to keep gun with him. But very soon he came to
feel the contradiction between a weapon like gun and the leader of a
Non-violence movement. For any weapon represents violence. He
thought over the situation and realized that the quality and not lon-
gevity was the most important consideration for judging the worth of
an individual.*®

Martin Luther King while delivering a lecture ‘Let us be
Dissatisfied’ has inspired his fellowmen to struggle for the enhance-

ment of the Nigro-society through Non-violence and love.

Violence and Non-violence : According M. L. King, through
violence one can murder a murderer but he cannot murder murder.
Through violence one can murder a liar but he cannot establish truth.
Through violence one can murder a hater but he cannot murder hate.
Darkness cannot remove darkness. Only light can put out darkness.
So, Non-violence is the only remedy for social, political and eco-
nomic developments. He, while clearifying his own position says —
“I am concerned about justice, I am concerned about brotherhood, I
am concerned about truth. And when one is concerned about these,
he can never advocate violence.”**

Love : Love should not be considered as something senti-
mental. It is much more deeper than emotional bosh. There are three
words — ‘eros’, ‘philia’ and ‘agape’ for love in the Greek New
Testament. But ‘agape’ is the overflowing love. It is operated in the
human heart by God. At this level, we love men not because we like
them, nor because their ways appeal to us, nor even because they
possess some type of divine spark; we love every man because God
loves. At this level, we love the person who does an evil deed al-
though we hate the deed that he does.**

Love and Power : Concepts of love and power are known
generally as contradictions. Nietzche has refuted the theory of love
introduced by Christian theologians. In the same way Christian theo-
logians have abused Nietzche's philosophy of the will power. But as
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Martin Luther King has asserted — ‘“What is needed is a realization
that power without love is reckless and abusive and love without
power is sentimental and anaemic.””® The love implementing the
demands of justice is the best position of power and similarly re-
moval of all things coming against love is the best position of justice.
Therefore love and power cannot stand against each other,

A Man Without L.ove : Martin Luther King having strong
faith in God and godly principles presented in the Holy Bible, has
accepted that one can do nothing without love, A man may have
good language, power of influencial speech, all sorts of knowledge,
but without love these all are useless. Even charity and death of a
martyr can have no meaning in the absence of love. So one should
love other persons after feeling that all are parts of one another, He
should love even his enemies,

Forgiveness : Ignoring or putting a false level on the evil
does not present forgiveness. In true sense forgiveness creates a
healthy atmosphere for a new beginning. “Forgiveness means re-
conciliation, a coming together again. Without this no man can love
his enemies.*

In this way Martin Luther King has applied the principle of
non-violence in all spheres of human life.

Theory of Non-violence

Now after going through various views of eminent scholars
and deep thinkers, I am in a position to say that theory of non-vio-
lence is a cohesion of the following doctrines —

(1) Doctrine of entirety or Wholeness ( Sampiirnata ),

‘(ii ) Doctrine of Equality ( Samatva ),

( iii ) Doctine of Oneness or Non-dual ( Ekatva or Advaita),

(iv ) Doctrine of Universality ( Sarvikta),

{ v) Doctrine of Restraint ( Samyama ).

(i) Docrine of Entirety or Wholeness ( Sampiirnatd ) :
Ganadhipati Sri Tulasiji a world renowned Jaina saint and thinker,
while presenting the metaphysical interpretation of Non-violence,
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has said that it is the feeling of existence ( sat) conscionsness ( cit)
and bliss ( dnanda )**, which is very near to the Upanisadic interpre-
tation of Brahma. Probably, he wants to provide the same status of
entirely to Non-violence which has been provided to Brahma. More-
over, he has stated that Non-violence is restraint, equality .and
friendship with all beings. It is restricted neither to a family nor to a
society, nor even to a nation, because its circumference is so wide
and open that all beings enjoy their lives pleasantly into it.>®

Violence causes destruction. But non-violence has creative
value. Creation proves existence and existence assimilates con-
sciousness and bliss. A well-known western philosopher Jean Paul
Sartra of existentialism has propounded, I exist therefore I think.”

It means consciousness is proved by existence. Because
Non-violence has creative value it holds existence which is proved
for having consciousness. Bliss may be found where there is con-
sciousness. Without consciousness, bliss cannot be experienced. As
Bertrand Russell has assigned there are two types of human mo-
tives — (i ) Possessive or collective and ( ii ) Creative. The posses-
sive motive makes a man self-confined. He wants to collect differ-
ent means of comfort for himself and for his necars and dears. That is
why he is provoked to violate those rules and regulations which pro-
vide pleasure and peace to the human society. But the creative mo-
tive inspires a man to produce those things which may be useful for
all and cannot be put under an individual ownership. So due to its
creative value Non-violence holds existence, consciousness and
bliss in itself.

Another Jaina saint -Sri Gane$a Muniji has declared very
frankly —

“Where there is non-violence, there is life,

Where there is absence of non-violence, there is also

absence of life.

The non-violence is existing since the creation of beings.

The Existence of beings will remain safe and sound as long
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as the existence of non-violence will be seen in the creation.””*°
So Non-violence is a whole or complete ( Sampirna ) one.

(ii ) The Doctrine of Equality ( Samatva ) : All beings are
equal because fundarnéntaly they have their equal constructions. All
beings consist of two elements — Soul ( Atma ) and Body ( Deha )
in which soul dwells. '

Soul can experience all pains and pleasures because it is
conscious. The body is material. There have been accepted five
types of material elements — Earth ( Prthvi ), Water ( Jala ), Fire
( Agni), Air ( Vayu) and Ether or Sky ( Ak4$a ). Though bodies, due
to the karmika influences, are seen in different shapes and sizes,
souls living in them have feelings of various troubles in the same
way. They feel pains. They feel pleasures. The pain is painful for all
and in the same way the pleasure is pleasant for all. It cannot be
accepted that a pain is painful for one and pleasant for other. The
pleasure is pleasant for one and painful for other. All beings feel
pain as pain and pleasure as pleasure. Therefore in the Satrakrtanga
it has been instructed :

savvehim anujuttihimh, matim padilehiya.

savve akkamtadukha ya, ato savve na himsaya. 9.

eyam khu nanipo sdram, jam na himsah kaficana.*!

ahirhs3 samyamari ceva, etivamtam vijaniya. 10.

Here four valuable ideas have been expressed in support of
Non-violence :

(i) The person who is wise should come to know the being
hood of beings.

+ (ii ) He should know that trouble is painful for all.

(iii ) After knowing these facts he should never injure any-
body. v
" ( iv ) This is the most valuable wisdom.

The beinghood ( Jivapana ) of a being lies in its construction
and nature. One can understand his. own feelings of pain and plea-
sure and on this basis he may infer the feelings of other beings, be-
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cause they all have the similar constructions. To be more clear, a
man can understand that other beings also have the feeling of pain as
he himself feels. Therefore, he should not harm any beings.

( iii ) The Doctrine of Oneness or Non-duality ( Ekatva or
Adbvaita) : The other doctrine which supplements the theory of non-

violence is the principle of oneness. The theory of non-dualism
( Advaitavada) is an Upanisadic doctrine which occupies a promi-
nent place in Indian Philosophy. In this theory, Brahma, the ulitmate
reality is constdered to be immanent in the whole universe because
He transforms Himself in the form of universe. So all things found in

this universe are the same Brahma. This is known as absolutism, But
so far the theory of Non-violence is concerned Jainism tries to stren-
gthen it even on the basis of Non-dualism though it is famous for its
non-absolutism or relativism ( Sapeksatiavada ). Acaranga-siitra ex-
presses : :

tumarnsi nama tam ceva jam hamtavvam t mannasi.

tumamsi ndma tam ceva jam ajjaveyavvam ti mannasi,

tumarisi nima tara ceva jarm pariyaveyavvam ti mannasi**

The person whom you want to kill is nobody but you are.
The person whom you want to govern is nobody, but you are. The
person whom you want to torture is nobody but you are.

It is seen also in Sitrakrtariga — “te attao pasai savvaloe.”*

The wiseman sees all beings in himself. The same thought
may be seen in the Vedic literature where it has been said — “The
wiseman is he who sees himself in other beings and other beings in
himself.”’*

This is beacuse he treats all beings the same. A well known
Jaina saint and thinker Upadhyaya Amara Munijee has affirmed that
the non dual idea is the basis of Non-violence.**

( iv ) Doctine of Universality ( Sarvikatd ) : Theory of non-
violence is never confined to an individual, it is for all. It has been
depicted in PraSnavyakarana-sitra :
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“ahimsa tasa thavara savvabhilyakhemamkari.
savvapana na hiliyavva, na nindiyavva.”*®

Non-violence causes good for all mobiles and immobiles.
No body should be neglected and condemned.

Uttaradhyayana Sitra, in order to support the universal con-
cept of non-violence has stated in the following way :

“metti bhiaesukappae.”

Behave friendly with all beings.

In the Buddhist philosophy also approval of the universality
of Non-violence has been declared.

“savve sattd averino honta ma verino.
sukhino hontu, ma dukkhino.”*

All beings should be free from enmity, no body should suf-
fer from that ( enmity ). All beings should be happy, nobody should
suffer from any sort of sorrow.

Ruskin, a great supporter of Non-violence, has also assigned
that the good of one lies in the good of all.**

( v ) Doctrine of Restraint ( Samyama ) : Self-control is
necessary for Non-violence. It is impossible to move on the path of
non-violence, without self restraint. There are five great austerities
( Pafica Mahavrata ) — Non-violence, ( Ahirisa ), Truth ( Satya )
Non-stealing ( Acaurya ), Celibacy ( Brahmacarya ) and Non-pos-
sessiveness ( Aparigraha ). These austrities have been accepted by
all religions but in Jainism Non-violence has been placed on the top
and the remaining others have been considered as its supporters. It is
a great devotion. Acardriga-sitra presents it as Un-Arm ( ASastra ).

“atthi sattham parena param,

natthi asattharh parena param.”¥

There are various arms surpassing one another but there is
no Un-Arm like Non-violence. It is the only Un-Arm, which can do
much more than that what can be done by arms. A lot of power it
possesses, because it is a great devotion a great penance.
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Book : Restoration of the Original Language of Ardha
mﬁgadhi Texts, Author : K. R. Chandra ( Formerly H. O. D. of
Prakrit and Pali School of Language, Gujrat University, Ahmeda-
bad ), Publisher : Prakrit Jaina Vidya Vikas Fund, Ahmedabad, Year
of Publication : 1994, 375, Saraswati Nagar, Azad Society Ahmeda-
bad - 380 015, No. of pages : 104, Price : Rs. 80.00.

Dr. K. R. Chandra is a renowned scholar and a true re-
searcher in the field of Texual Criticism of Prakrit language. 1 had
the privilege of writing a review on his earlier book entitled 9=~
Tq W R w getan i sefame’ which has been pub-
lished in last issue of Sramana.

Dr. Chandra's erudiction and critical insight make him a
keen observer of the linguistic peculiarities of Jaina canons. His main
effort in this book is to find out and ascertain the original form of
the Ardhamagadhi, the language of the sacred Jaina canons, as there
are are many variants found in diffrent editions, recensions and
manuscripts.

At the outset it appears to me a futile exercise on the part ’
of the author so far as the sanctity of Jaina cannons is concered
because unlike Vedic texts the Jaina canons do not attach much im-
portance to the word. They are only concerned with the true mean-
ing as is often said.

e W3 el gd vigfa worew fAevil

How does it matter whether it is 3761 or 3] or 3™ or
s for 37er . What matters is that the reader should know the sense
of a1reqr. The variants do not change the meaning and consequently
the sar‘lctity of the sacred text remains as it is whereas in the field
of Vedas the word has the supreme role to play, because the Veda
is word dominated ( 3/s€ 9419 ) sacred text. Not only the word even
the accent is equally important. Even the slight shifting of the acccent
inadvertently will change the meaning of the word. This is the rea-
son that even today the Vedic text is found intact even after a long

long period of five thousand years.
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The position of the sacred Jaina texts is different. Had it
been like that of the Vedas there would not have been the problem
of variants faced by the learned author today.

But inspite of what has been said above the effort on the
part of the author is wonderful and as such highly commendable.
In order to satisfy the curiosity and a long standing need of the lov-
ers of Jaina literature and maintain the editorial discipline, the direc-
tion shown by Dr. Chandra is an eye opener. The curiosity of all of
us is there to reach as near as possible to the sayings of the Lord
Tirthankara if not the exact words which he uttered with his lotus
like mouth.

This wonderful book under review comprises two sections.
.Section I contains the case study of the variants of a few Ardha-
magadhi words from the Acarariga Pt. 1. The author has restricted
his study to the following words :

a9, qA , TR, T, U, T, THu, stvuks, sivafs,
A, A% and &7

Each word has been shown in the tables with its numerous
variants as found in different printed editions of palm-leaf manu-
scripts and paper manuscripts. Seven tables have been displayed in
this sections. Section II contains the study of the variants from
Acdaranga, Sttrakrtanga, Risibhasitani, Uttaradhyayana, Dasavaika-
Iika Siitra, Cirnis and Samskrta commmentaries.

It is a critical and comparative study of the variants based
on the sound principles of liﬁguistics. The variants as given above
have been selected from the, text of the Acaringa Pt. 1 ( M. J. U.
edition, 1977 ) and compared with that of texual readings available
in the various manuscripts (‘palm-leaf & paper manuscripts ). After
analysing the old Ardhamagadhi forms of Samskrita J97 and a1
the author concluds his findings as follows : ,

The study of variants of these two words reveals that with
the passage of time and the evolutionary trend of the Prakrt younger
and new forms like Jaha and TahZ became popular and they replaced
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the olds forms like 3191 and 4. The same is the case with other
forms also.

That there is definitely a linguistic system working all thro-
-ugh in the development of Ardhamagadhi is strikingly revealed in
the table No. 1 where the learned author has painstakingly shown
numerous variants of 491 and d91. The word I97 has variants @I,
34, 3gTand 3740 but the word 91 has @1, d4t, &, 94 but never
el or 3T or 3. '

By showing the direction towards the real Ardhamagadhi
form in the sacred Jaina canon and there by satisfying our curiosity
of knowing and going near to the sacred and unpolluted language
of the Lord Tirtharikara, Prof. Chandra has done great service to
the lovers of Prakrta in general and the devotees of sacred Jaina
texts in particular. To solve the problem he has posed is an uphill
task and requires a team of scholars like him because one single
scholar will not be able to complete the whole work.

May God bless the. author ( Prof. Chandra ) with hundred
years life and make-him instrumental in leading a team of scholars
to bring out the most authentic editions of Acarariga and Sitra-
krtanga etc.

— Prof. S. C. Pande
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NO PLY,
NO BOARD, NO WOOD.
Sz

R

ONLY NUWUD®

INTERNATIONALLY ACCLAIMED

Nuwud MDF is fast replacing ply, board and
wood in offices, homes & industry. As ceilings,

DESIGN FLEXIBILITY
Slooring, furniture, mouldings, panelling, doors,
windows... an almost infinite variety of

VALUE FOR MONEY

woodwork. So, if you bave woodwork in
mind, just think NUWUD MDF.

Arms Commuaications

NUCHEM
LIMITED

E-46/12, Okhla industrial Area,
Phase I, New Delhi-110 020
Phones : 632737, 633234,

6827185, 6849679 s
Tix: 031-75102 NUWD IN =3
Telefax: 91-11-6848748. M e

MARKETING OFFICES: ® AHMEDABAD: 440872, 469242 » BANGALORE: 2219219
© BHOPAL: 552760 ® BOMBAY: 8734433, 4937522, 4952648 ¢ CALCUTTA: 270549
o CHANDIGARH: 603771, 604463 @ DELHI: 632737, 633234, 6827185, 6849679

¢ HYDERABAD: 226607 ® JAIPUR: 312636 ® SALANDHAR: 52610, 221087

© KATHMANDU: 225504 224904 « MADRAS: 8257589, 8275121 ;
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