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The Image of Indian Ethology

Rajmal Jain

Basic Problems of Ethics

Since man is arational animal, his innate characteristics are to
think and contemplate.! Thought and conduct are the two aspects of his
life. The two, when entwined, give rise to reasoning and wisdom. Human
greatness consists in his discrimination. Food, sleep, fear and sex are
common characteristics of all animals including man, but he alone is
endowed with discretion which other animals lack.” This makes him
think who he is, whence he has come, what for he has been born, what
makes his life sublime, what conduct is good and what leads him astray,
how he should sit and stand, what and when to eat <o as to save him
from sin. Such curiosity is discernible in Jaina scriptures like Acaranga
and Dasavaikilika, obviously the goal of life has ever his concern for
which he has always striven.?

Man is a social being. He comes in contact with others which
makes him ponder as to how he should deal with them. Arjuna in the
Gitifaces this very problem, because he knows not whether he should
fight with his own kith and kin.*

It deals with the ultimate good and the way of attain it. Society
can subsist only when people live amicably and have harmonious
relations with one another.

The need of studying ethics

It guides iis to discriminate between the good and bad, proper
and improper. It awakens man to realise his ideal the propensity and
potentiality for which is deep inside him. Man cannot live without bread,
but can even buttered bread satisfy his inner being? Is he the body or its
possessor? Acarya Bhadrabahu has rightly said, “ Howsoever valiant a
blind man may be, he can never dream of defeating his enemy, so also
an ignorant man oblivious of the purpose of his life can never rise to the
occasion and shall be subject to his passions and infirmities.’ Acarya
Battakera avers in Miildc4ra that Jainism stresses on two things ; what
path aspiritual aspirant should take and what the ideal of his life should
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be® Jainas should know the way leading to desired destination. The
Buddhistic ethics expatiates on the third Noble Truth, viz how to be rid
of suffering so as to attain salvation. The fourth one makes us aware of
the eightfold way. The Jaina ethics emphasizes the three ‘jewels’ which
alone can guarantee liberation. The Git talks of three ways of
knowledge, action and devotion, All the three mention the ideal of life
and means to attain it. All this we learn from ethics.

None can stay idle all the time. Life and conduct have
inseparable association so that we cannot think of the one without the
other. Conduct is verily the characteristic of life. Jainism regards conduct
as the differentia of human life,” and activity as the root of life®. All
beings are gifted with body, speech and mental functions. The Gitd
says, ‘Surely none can remain inactive even for a moment: everyone is
helplessly driven to action by nature-born qualities.’ The Buddhist say
that activity characterises life so much that there is no doer apart from
action. Action itself is the doer.!” Matthew Arnold says that conduct is
three-fourth of life.!' Mackenzie says that in view of purposive activity
conduct itself is life. Now the question is whether all conduct is equally
beneficent. It cannot be since many aspects of it are positively hurlful.
It is the sacred lore that instructs us as to what is ethical or unethical
beneficent or maleficent. The Gita holds “Let the scripture be your
authority in determining what ought to be done and what ought not to
be done. Knowing this, you should do here only such actions as
sanctioned by scriptural ordinance.” The study of ethics is, therefore,
necessary to comprehend merit and demerit, virtue and sin, duty and
the like.

With consciousness comes wisdom which weighs the actions
of others to determine whether they will lead to the desired goal but
such evaluation may not always be right, because each one has his own
criteria which may or may not be dependable. The study of ethics enables
us to distinguish between the right and the wrong or between moral and
immoral objects and actions.

The study of ethics helps us in taking right decisions without
which human life is of no significance. Without knowledge there can
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be no right conduct. What can you expect from an ignorant aspirant?
How can he possibly discriminate between the truly and apparently
enticing objects or persons, between the auspicious and inauspicious or
between materialism or spiritualism.'? All Jaina preceptors ask us first
to know the sacred literature and then adopt the right course. Acarya
Kundakunda rightly says that he who knows the difference between
moral and immoral thoughts or actions can avoid the worldly
entanglements, and sincerely strive for liberation.” So says the Gita,
The truth about action must be known and the truth of prohibited action
must also be known even so the truth about inaction must be known.
For mysterious are the ways of action.' He who discards scriptures and
acts wilfully is doomed here and hereafter.

Man’s knowledge is imperfect. It is a ticklish question as to
what is meant by the highest good. How to judge actions? What
touchstone can possibly clinch the issue? Some gave importance to
rules and precepts whercas others emphasized satisfaction soul. Some
gave primacy to resolve whereas some others looked for consequences.
Some glorjfied values. Many theories were prdpoundcd which might
confuse the common man. The study of ethics alone can point out what
is spiritually uplifting.

There is no direct relationship between the knowledge of ethics
and man’s actions. An illiterate person may very well be righteous and
a profound scholar may turn out to be depraved and licentious,. The
Mahabharata enunciates that even though one knows what is right but
practises still its opposite. Even though conscious of some action being
definitively immoral one can hardly get away from it."**'® A Jaina
scripture says that a blind man can see nothing even though it is light
all round. So also even though scriptures may be on either side of him,
the scholar’s behaviour may not be up to the mark. Jainism and the
Gita hold that the study of ethics does help man in his practical life.
This has been elaborated in the last chapter of the Gita."” He who is
learned attains perfection in modesty, penances and efficacy of
character.®

There are three theories propounded in the West as under :

(i) Theoretical angle of vision ; it holds that theory and practice
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do not agree with cach other. Moral principles tell us what human nature
is, not what it should be. The Dutch Spinoza truly represents this school.
Bosanquet and Bradley too are its adherents. It has been held that the
knowledge of good and bad is innate. As such no study can generate or
strengthen what is man’s own.

(i1) Practical angle of vision; it holds that the two are inter-
related. The predecessors of Aristotle whether they were stoic, hedonists,
utilitarian or progressive, upheld this view.

(iii) Co-ordinating angle of vison : it holds that even though
not closely related, the study of ethics cannot but influence conduct.
Mackenzie states that a bad principle vitiates the tastes of one generation
at times whereas a good one is of substantial help in refining such taste.
Aristotle and Mackenzie support this view.

In the initial stage both Buddhism and Jainism had advocated
the practical aspects but no Indian philosophy ever tried to treat them
as contraries. Their attempt was to co-ordinate them.

The Jaina philosophers have not ignored the close relationship
between the two. Uttarddhyayana and Dasavaikalikahave held that the
study of ethics is essential for practical life, even though they know
that no close study of ethics can unravel the knot of life. Bhadrabahu
says that mere theoretical knowledge cannot guarantee right action. An
expert swimmer for want of practice may be drowned, so also a spiritual
aspirant is inextricably involved in mundane affairs for want of timely
application of his knowledge. Expertise in theory has been compared
to a lamp and tact to an eye. Of what use is the profoundest knowledge
of scriptures? Can a blind man see anything even though crores of
lamps have been lighted. Even a little knowledge of scriptures can be
of help to man in his pratical lite, just as a single lamp shows the way to
seeing eyes. A sound theory makes us awares of the ideal to be achieved.
As the eye needs light and light needs the eye, so also theory helps
practice and practice makes theory virile. The two together ennoble
life. Moore also supports this view. The former says that itis hard to
disbelieve the practical aspect even for those who are interested in
upholding its theoretical aspect.

Reshadal and Moore say that the systematization of duty is the
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aim of all moral investigations,

We should know not only what is good or bad but also why it
is s0. At times a person may be in two minds, since he is unable to
ascertain what is really moral or immoral. The Gitasays that the truth
about action and inaction must be known. Without studying ethics it is
not easy to decide whether other’ s actions are justifiable or not . Besides
this, there are marked differences and dissimilarities between different
climes. For all this we must study ethics to augment our knowledge.

Ethology has been defined as (i) It is the understanding of
customs and social rules. (ii) It is the knowledge of the intricacies of
conduct or character. (iii) It is the comprehension of what is proper and
improper. (iv) It concerns itself with duty. (v) Its main concern is what
is the highest good or ideal of human life. (vi) It is a well-organized
system of valuation. (vii) It analyses moral concepts.

The Indian traditions takes theological jurisprudence and the
science or morality as two distinct entities. The meaning of indian ethics
is different from the Western one. In India it-has been interpreted as
political science. Still it includes the rules of social structure and the
like. The word Ethics is derived from Ethos® which means customs.
The science of morality in the West is our theology. Hence it is necessary
to know what exactly is meant by piety. The Jainas interpret it as
obedience. Mahavira says that obedience to his commands is piety in
the true sense. The philosophy of Mimansa says that the observance of
Vedic Precepts is Dharma®. The Jainas have included also social
regulations and ethical self-restrictions. There are references to duties
relating to villages, towns, federation and the like. These indian
definations have similarity with the Western one which relates to
customs and the like. Piety is mainly concerned with conduct. In the
commentary on ‘Sthinarigasiitra Acarya Abhayadeva interprets it as
conduct, pure and simple. Acdrya Kundakunda also corroborates it.>!
Acaranganiryukti holds that the essence of piety consists in scriptural
texts and sermons. Manu’s interpretation is the very same one. He also
says that it is the behaviour shorn of love and hatred and that what is
approved by our inner self is the quintessence of piety.?
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responsibilites and is benedictory in nature. It has been taken as the
unfailing benefactor of the world™ What protects the subjects is piety
as explicated by the Mahabharata. The Gita says that ethics teaches us
our duty and also what is never to be undertaken and always to be
shunned.

DaSavaikalikaniryukti says that piety purities our heart and does
the highest good to all. Acaranganiryukti** says that piety ensures
liberation. It says that picety is the essence of the universe; the essence
of piety is self-knowledge and the essence of awareness is self-control.
Liberation is the essence of restraint. Kathopanisada® says that the wise
choose not mundane achievement but only spiritual upliftment. Acarya
Subhacandra avers that picty causes mundane and spiritual welfare®.
Tha Jaina have defined it also as steadfastness in one’s own nature to
the exclusion of the alien.”” The other definition is the pure image of
the spirit which is truly beneficent in the beginning, middle and end®.
VaiSesikasitra says that it is both pleasing and uplifting.”

The West has not tried to co-ordinate various theories but
insisted on each one of them. The Indian tradition, however, sees partial
truth in all without insisting on any one of them. The attempt has been
to co-ordinate them so as to unify them into a whole but without any
inconsistency. That is what Manu has done. He says that piety is
obedience to the Vedas and Smirtis, good conduct and dealings with
others on equal terms. This is what Jainism has stressed. Its expansive
definition is staying in self, forgiveness of ten kinds, ‘the three jewels’
and the protection of others. The three jewels are right views, knowledge
and conduct. All this helps in leading a moral life.

The question has been raised whether ethics is art, science or a
part of philosophy. Science is the organized study of a subject.
Considered thus, ethics is science, since it is a well-knit study ot duty,
spiritual upliftment and the highest good of mankind. Muirhead has
given three characteristics of science: Proper observation, classification
of what is observed and their elucidation. Since this is what ethics does,
it must be recognised as science.

Another question is whether ethics is a realistic or idealistic
science. Those who take it as a part of sociology or psychology regard
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is it as realistic like Economics, Psychology and Law. Those who take
it as idealistic say that its function is not to deal with what s, Itis really
concerned with what should be. It is not factual but value-based.

Science has to do with thought whereas the concern of art is
with the thing created. Sukracarya says that the means of exchanging
views and thoughts is science. Art concerns itself with the object of
creation.’® There are those who regard ethics as the art of conduct. Lines
and colours make a picture. It is the art of painting. All well-organized
systems of producing sound is the art of music. So also the balance and
setting of emotions is the art of conduct. Art and science are not wholly
discrete. Craft, medical science, architecture and the like are incomplete
without being practised. Ethics, whether science or art, has to do with
both. Some Westerners like Mackenzie say that Ethics can never be
regarded as an art. They say that conduct s a habit, not a skill but art is
skill. A righteous man is he whose conduct is unassailable whereas a
good artist is one who presents a good picture. One who knows the ins
and outs of righteousness need not himself be upright. The perfection
of art lies in the finish of the creation whereas conduct has to do with
intention.

The Indian tradition disregards Mackenzie’s view.

Jainism and the Gita both agree that one who knows moral conduct
even without practising it, is righteous. A good man is also tempted
sometime, but this does not make him licentious. Acaranga says that a
right man, even though committing no sin, has been regarded as
righteous simply because of his keen awarenes of things.” This is what
the Gita says, ‘Even if the vilest sinner worships Me with exclusive
devotion, he should be considered a saint, for he has rightly resolved.’*
Further, moral life is certainly concerned with good intention, but its
ultimate objective is liberation still. It is also Yoga, i.e. union with the
universal soul by means of contemplation. In india ethics is a significant
art. It is holy. Without holiness all the arts are useless as without iris
eyes are of no use.

Ethics is also a part of philosophy. Science is primarily related
to real things. As such it is realistic. There are no postulates in philosophy
but ethology does have some. If we were to regard also the review of
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ethical propositions as an integral part of it, ethics can very well be
regarded philosophy. It is, however, no mere playtulness of intellect,
since it has very much to do with practical life. Why not take it then as
practical philosophy? Those with right views express its philosophical
aspect; right knowledge its scientific aspect and right conduct its artistic
side. Truly speaking, ethics incorporates science, art and philosophy
all together. It is the root of the first three objects of human pursuit, viz.
discharge of duty, acquirement of wealth and gratification, It lcads to
final emancipation.

It will be a mistake to stress any one aspects of ethics to the
exclusion of others, though no aspects of any concept can be ignored
altogether. Its principal characterstics are : most auspicious, favourable,
proper, duty, conduct and the like. Their precise definitions have not
been given in India. As such, we have to take rucourse to western
definitions but we will certainly examine them in the Indian context.

1. Most auspicious : In the Indian tradition the greatest good is
in the complete annihilation ot misery and the achievement of undying
bliss. It is also in the satisfaction of the soul. In the Jaina tradition it is
staying in self. The Gita calls it attainment of divinity. It admits of no
precise definition. Moore also regards it as undescribable.

2. Auspicious : The first one is a spiritual ideal but this one is
purely mundane. It is also known as virtue. It is an ideal the aim of
which is to do good to others. As such, it may very well be called a
social ideal.

3. Concepts of propriety and impropriety:

Their bases are the above two concepts. The conduct that leads
to most auspicious or favourable side is proper. What takes it in the
wrong direction is improper. Also what is supported by society is proper
and waht is opposed by it is improper.

4. Duty : It tells us that it is our responsibility to do something
without fail in particular circumstances. It arises in social and intellectual
life. It goes with rights one possesses or with intellect.

5. Conduct- Itis formed by anindividual’s habits. It is indicative

_of what he considers life to be. It is a special mode of leadig one’s life.
It forms ltselt as a tesult of acquxrcd expenencc of hfe, its
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vicissitudes and vagary.

All these are in close relation with one another. The highest
good is liberation, Virtue and vice express the auspicious-inauspicious;
caste-system and the stages of life indicate duties to be observed
accordingly.

Man has been pondering over picty, impiety,auspicious- .
inauspicious, mundane achievement-spiritual welfare for thousands of
years. In the West Pythagoras, Socrates, Plato and others were seized
with the problem. Later Russell, Moore, Paton cogitated. In the East
Rama, Kr$na, Buddha and Mahavira gave serious thought to such
problems. In the modern times we had-Tilak and Gandhi. The East and.
the West were confronted with such problems, but their view naturally
differed. Geographical conditions vary from country to country. In
countries where it is difficult for people to make their both ends meet,
they have no time and energy to think of other things. Moreover countries
have their own traditions which affect people’s thinking. There are
climatic affects too. Jainism, Buddhism and the Gita are products of
our country and so naturally there are many things common. We give
below the special characteristics of their view of life.

1. All sensual experiences are changeable, impermanent and
liable to destruction. Jianism, Buddhism and the Gita all support this
view.®

2. The body is mortal, but not the soul. Jainism and the Gita
say that the soul is indestructible.’* Buddhism does not recognise the
permanence of the soul, but believe that the flow of consciousness never
ceases.

3. Jainism, Buddhism and the Gita advocate the theory that
one has to face the consequences of one’s actions-good or bad.** This
confirms their conviction in re-birth.

4. Transmigration of soul is their common belief.
5. They all agree that good actions lead to heaven and bad ones
to hell.* ‘

6. Both Jainism and Buddhism assert the misery of human life.
This is the first stage of their faith, Buddha terms it as the first Noble
Truth. The Danish existentialist
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The world is a vale of misery. The attempt on the part of Buddha,
Mahavira and others was to show the way to be freed from its shackles.
To live in the world and yet above it was the cherished ideal.

7. Mundane achievement is momentary. Pleasure and pain come
and go, but this ensures bliss which stays. Bliss is not to be had from
outside. It is within us. Attachment and yearning add to our miseries. It
is only the detached soul which is blissful. Man has to see it within
assiduously.

8. The West has been concerned primarily with the present life
now and here, whereas the East has considered morality more in the
life beyond. They are not water-tight compartments, since one penetrates
the other. The difference lies in their emphasis.

Ethics in India has been less theoretical, for it is essentially
practice-based. The Western Ethics is science; the Eastern one is the
art of living. That no thought has been given to discussion of theoretical
conundrums is a mistaken view. The Indian ethics is spiritual, whereas
the Western one is a materialistic. The west has always tried to make
their countries prosperous and thriving. Our highest good has been
liberation from mundane affairs so as to enter the domain of spirituality.
The west has been more concerned with improving social life whereas
our main concern has been moral life so as to improve here and hearafter.
Bradley and others in the West have quite emphasized realisation of
the soul as the summum bonum of life. Likewise we did not quite ignore
our living conditions but we knew that hedonism can bing no peace of
mind.

Another marked differenec is that we have attended more to
personal bliss than societal amelioration, even though man and society
are inseparable. Mahayana Bauddhs riveted their full attention to society.
Likewise in the West Spinoza and Nietzsche have made it markedly
person oriented. One-sided views may at best be a nine-days’ wonder.
It is the holistic view that stays Dr. Radhakrisnana has referred to
certain charges levelled against Hindism by Shwestjer. They are as
under :

1. Hinduism has stressed emancipation which naturally negates
society and the world.
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2. Itis inevitably ultra-mundane which is contrary to humanity
and the world around.

3. The world is an tllusion and so the human life is a mirage.
Since the world is taken as false, there is no scope for the delineation of
social conduct.

4. The origin of the world 1s the sport of God.

5. The means of emancipation is to realise one’s self. As such,
it has little to do with morality.

6. ltis escapist, not acoordination or even compromise. It is to
free oneselt from mundane shackles and not to improve the world. It is
a subterfuge to avoid the world and its snare. This infuses no hope in
mankind.

7. The ideal man is above good and evil.

Let us now take the changes one by one :

(1) The tableland of life has two edges on either side, one which
is shallow, incomplete, striving and the other is tull to the brim. It strives
to make the life whole. Dr. RadhaKrisnan says, “The Hindu takes
spiritually as the foundation stone of his life, Self-realization is no
miraculous solution to the problems of life. It is only an humble attempt
to attain perfection by degrees.” Jainism regards liberation as the full
development of numerous energies of consciousness which is never
segregated from life. Mahavira says that morality is very much related
to life. A pious life and moral perfection which gives rise to idealism
are very much part of life itself. Man must strive so long as disease do
not assail him and old age does not disable him.*

So long as there is life, good qualities should be cultivated. So
long as one is healthy; old age is far off, all his senses function
satisfactorily?,a wise man should strive for equanimity of the highest
good and make the best of his life. It is the consciousness of perfection
that awakenes the strong desire not only to make up the deficiency but
also to strengthen his spirit.

The second charge is no less erroncous. We have pondered
over the ultra-mundane reality because we are not mere bodies. Two of
the four pursuits of human endeavour pertain to this very life, but will
ddhism’s emaphasis on
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with the life that we fead. when the Gitdexpatiates on the stages of lifc
or caste-system or doing one”s duty, unmindful of the fruit, it is all this
lile. Jainism asserts that the observance of conduct is neither for this
life nor beyond. T'he wise man is one who acres ncither tor the past nor
dreams of the future.’ Morality based on fear or temptation, for heaven
or hell | is not real. ICis fake. It only appers to' be real. The-(Fita says
categorically, “Wise men do not sorrow over the dead or the living."”
So says Buddha, “Such queit hermits, as grieve not over the past and
do not build castles in the air are ever contented and happy.® In the East
what austerities are practised for the next world are considere binding.
Heaven and hell have been picturized for the common man as for also
the illiterate. This too, is to enable them to tread the righteous path.
The Gita makes it clearer still, * Four types of virtuous men worship
Me; the seeker of worldly objects, the sufferer, the seeker of knowledge
and the man of wisdom. Of these the best is the man of wisdom,
constantly established in identity with Me and possessed of exclusive
devotion.” Buddha was affected by suffering and death and so he was
determined to make the maximum use of his time to lessen the ills of
lite. ]

If man were to imitate Nature, what need is there for altruism
and self-sacrifice? Mere physical basis does not encompass human life.
If even the richest people are not happy, it is clear that the world has
never satisfied kings, emperors and the laity.

Since pure love and detachment are our ideal, the root of our
morality should be fixed deep below where nothing is visible. Qur good
is not confined to this world. We can rise only when we alsways try to
transcend our limitations and rise higher still on the spiritual plane.

The third charge is that we take the world as false. Firstly,
Sankara alone is not the representative. Philosophers of India and he
also meant that the world for each man is evanescent and that man goes
empty-handed, Jainism, Buddhsim and the Gita cannever be taken as
supporters of the falsity of the world : Jainism is admittedly realistie.
In the Buddhistic tradition also, but for its nihilism and the idealism.
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metaphysics of the Gita also makes nonsense of this allegation.

The fourth charge is that the world is God a sport. 1t certainly
gives credencee 1o fatalism which denies any moral responsibiity. ‘The
Gitd may scem to support it but the charge does nor stick to Jainism
and Buddhism.

The fifth charge is that in the Indian tradition knowledge has
been accorded the prime place and that conduct or morality has been
relegated to the background. Also that self-realization has been supposed
to be the means of liberation. But action, contemplation and devotion
have also been regarded as equally helpful in attaining emancipation.
Along with ini\c:llect, morality has no less been emphasized. Jainism
and Buddhism have accored the very same place to conduct. Likewise
the Gita has not ignore the importance of conduct. As such the charge
is baseless.

The sixth charge is of escapism which is the consequence of
ignorance on the part of the critic. The Vedas and Upanisads proclaim
at the top of their voice thet they should meet, walk, talk and eat together
The Jaina congregation is the proof positive or corporate life. The attempt
has been to ennoble life by renouncing selfishness, greed, indignation
and the like. It is to transgress artificial limitations to scale desirable
heights. The body is an important means of spiritual development. Dr.
Radhakrsnan rightly says that sound mind is invariably in a sound body.
Man’s aim in life is not merely to eat, drink and be merry. He has to
rise above the beastly level to justify his existence. Even in bondage we
strive assiduously to tree ourselves from constricting restrictions. The
body is destined to perish but the soul knows no death. A single life
may not be suftficient to approch the ideal or selt-realization. Indirectly,
the succession of lives is designed to reach nearer the goal. The desire
of the moth for the star is not escapism nor a denial of life.

The seventh charge is that the ideal person is he who should
have transcended good and evil, virtue and sin. Truly speaking, in the
struggle of life there is too much of conflict, tumult and uproar. Who
does not suffer the ups and downs of life? When the world is too much
with us, we are so much involved in mundane affairs that it becomes
difficult to extricate ourselves from it. When the world is ever in our
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minds, the mental powers are necessarily emaciated. To become one of
the crowd is a mean lile which nobody laments. Bradely has clarified
it. o be wholly moral. cven though in mud the aspirant has (o be
above it like the Totus plant. To translate the ideal into practice the
mundane baggage has to be discarded-Jainism syas that virtues and
sins both bind. In Bondage there isno freedom. Itis incumbent on man
to break the shackles and make his life truly memorable. So says
Buddhism, Virtue and sin, goodness and budness are caused by our
cgo. attachment and pride. These are limitations to be overcome, but
the condition is that there should be no rancour. In India it has been
recognised full well that the taste of sugar is known because of salt.
Virtue that is cloistered and fteartul is no achievement. One cannot be
moral overnight. It requires strong will, perseverance, steadtastness and
tfirmness that makes us stand in good stead. A disciplined lite alone can
proceed apace, leaving the teeming multitude behind. Our culture
signifies the welfare of one and all. Ours is the concept of world brother-
hood which is beyond the pale of politicians. The Indian view had never
been lopsided. We have always tried to coordinate view inorder to reach
a happy compromise. Jainism views all angles pros-and-cons of all
things without which there will be conflict and strife. Non-absolutism
has been its pillar which has never failed mankind. '
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Jaina Karmology : A Novel Publication : Dr. N. L. Jain,
Jaina Kendra, Rewa, Parshvanath Vidyapith, Varanasi 1998,;
Price Rs. -100/- (P.B.) Rs. 150/- (H.B.) pp - 180.

The PVRI, Varanasi is noted for its high level research and
evaluative publications since 1950, which now exceed 110, J aina
Karmology is its recent publication which is the English translation of
the Eight chapter of Tattvartha-raja-vartika of Akalanka. Besides the-
textual translation in question-answer style, the book also contains supple-
mentary notes covering essential features of other commentaries of
Tattvarthasutra along with the current view on many topics related with
Psychology. Physiology, Sociology and other sciences in the Karma
theory. The book emphasizes that Karmology has not only religious
orientation but it could be applied to the day-to-day life. It could be
expressed in terms of motivation and motives (2) needs or wants (3)
transcendence and (4) satisfactory or otherwise representing mostly
various forms of depending Karma. The object of life should be presized
or psychical tranquility arising out of better thoughts and actions. The
Karma theory enhances to minimise sinful Karmas and move more
towards sacred Karmas. The introduction of the book is also thought
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provoking.

Jaina Karmology 1s, in fact a compendium of all aspects of the
Karma theory, with uniqueness in its critical and comparativelye
valuvative approach. It is helped and compantively evaluative approach.
It 1s hoped that this will be liked by every scholarly and general reader
who will realise that is only such book which are needed to day to

promote Jainism on global scale.
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ESSAY COMPETITION

PREAMBLE:

As part of its comsmitment to the progressive development of
the youth and their involvement with Jainism, Parshvanath Vidyapeeth
is organizing an essay competition. In keeping with the vision and aims
of the institute to bring Jainism closer to the people and the foster
learning about Jainism, It is felt that an essay competition leads to
reading, research and practice of the knowledge. Newer ideas also
get generated when one gives free rein to one,s thoughts.

WHO CAN PARTICIPATE:
All persons of any age group or religion can participate. The

competition is however, not open to Parshvanath Vidyapeeth
employees or their first kith-&-kin.
Y

THE'IOPIC. "RELEVANCE OF JAINISM IN THE 21°T CENTURY."

SUBMISSION GROUPS :
1. Ageupto 18years : Length of essay at least 4 pages, typed
double spaced using 12 points font.
2. Age over 18 years : Length of essay at least 8 pages, typed,
double spaced using 12 point font.
PRIZES : (Indian Rupees.)
For the best entries as decided by the Judges, irrespective of
the language of submission:

Age Group First Second  Third
Ageupto 18 Years 2500 1500 1000
Age over 18 years 2500 1500 1000
LANGUAGES:
The essay can be in Hindi or English.
EVALUATION CRITERIA :

* Quality and clarity of Expression, thought, presentation and originality.
“« Quotations from original texts where relevant is not barred.
» Quality of language.

282
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THE JUDGES:

1. Prof. Sagarmal Jain, Director Emeritus, Parshvanath
Vidyapeeth, Varanasi, and internationally famed scholar of Jaina
Philosophy and religion. He has represented Jainism many times in
abrod in Parliament of world Religions etc. He has authored more
than 30 books on different aspects of Jaina Philosophy and Religion
along with 150 research papres. 30 scholars have obtained their Ph.D.
degrees under his superviston.

2.Prof. Sudarshan Lal Jain, Professor, Department of
Sanskrit, Banaras Hindu University. A renowned scholar of Jaina
Philosophy. He has contributed a lot of the Jaina philosophy by writing
some important books and a number of papers. More than 15 scholars
have obtained their Ph.D. degrees under his supervision.

3. Dr. Dharm Chand Jain, Reader, Department of Sanskrit,

 Jodhpur university and a well known scholar of Jaina Philosophy-and
Religion. He has authored a number of books covering different
aspects of Jaina Philosophy. Six scholars have obtained their Ph.D:
degrees under his supervision. :
THE PROCEDURE

» The written essays shall be received by Parshvanath
Vidyapeeth up to 3--6-1999. Photocopies of all essays shall be made,
a unique number. Being assigned o each essay identifying at the same
time the age group.

« The Photocopies (without the author's name) bearing the
unique number shall be sent to each of the Judges for marking.

» Upon receipt back of the duly marked essays, the marks
compilation shall be done and the winners notified by a letter.

« The winning articles shall be published in first edition of the
SHRAMAN in the year 2000.

* The winners shall be facilitated in a function at Parshvanath
Vidyapeeth and prize money will be given.

Note - candidate must attach his passport size photograph
along with his bio-date with the Essay.
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ONLY NUWUD.

INTERNATIONALLY ACCLAIMED

Nuwud MDF s fast replacing ply, board and 1\
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