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The Philosopy of Being or Identity,
The Philosopy of Becoming (change) or Difference,
The Philosopy subordinating Identity to Difference,



The Philosopy subordinating Difference to Identity,
The Philosopy co-ordinating both Identity and Difference.
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W H FUTeRY H O @& @ 3 ey § uy A fER W
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@. g & IHER weRy e a1-

(1) The boundaries of the Buddhist Majjhimadesa as given in the
Mahavagga (Vol. V. pp. 12-13) may be described as having extended
in the east to the town of Kajangala beyond which was the city of
Mahasala, in the southeast to the river salalvati (Saravati) in the south
to the town of Satakannika; in the west to the Brahamana district of
Thuna; in the north to the Usiradhaja mounation.

Geography of Early Buddhism, page i-2.
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3. AURY ! gafeen ¥ FSTA AHF FeN 8, IFF &g A2 A
(& =) § 3tk fR 3 dir 3w 9em § geleEdt A A 2, 39F
3 R dira (=) 2w 2, <feuT feen § Saftres A Fn 2, 39
a1e G 2w &) uiym R # g9 e Sl &1 T 2, 39 8K ..
e 29 21 I e § Syviteas ame wdd 2, 3ue 9 @

29..... 8 ggud, S ¢,
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v, =fa (&) 4. TFER
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(1) In the Dharmasutra of Baudhayana, Aryavarta or the country
of the Aryans (which is practically identical with the country later on
known as Madhyadesa) described as lying to the east of the region where
the river Saraswati disappears, to the west of the Kalakavana or Black
Forest (identified with a tract somewhere near Prayag), to the north of
Paripatra and to the south of Himalayas.

Geography of Early Buddism, Page 1
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w. g T & IgEr faget | fady o o wanret srem 1

Mithila was the Capital of the Videhas and is celebrated in the
Epics as the land of King Janaka. At the time of Buddha the Videha
country was one of the eight constituent principalities of the Vajjain
confederacy. Of these eight principalities the Licchavis of Vesali and the
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Videhas of Mithila were, however, the most important.
Geography of Early Buddhism, page 30.
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The Vajjis like the Licchavis, are often associated with the city of
Vesali which was not only the Capital of the Licchavi clan, but also the
metropolis of the entire confederacy. 'A Buddhist tradition quoted by
Rockhill (Life of the Buddha, p.62) mentions the city of Vesali as
consisting of three districts. These districts were probably at one time
the seats of three different clans.

G. of Early Buddhism, page 12.

argfq el A Faa fassiadt &1 Torr o, aifag et sy
N geryr R Semelt & oTrid @ e A

"Ajatasattu is called Vedehiputto or Vaidehiputtra........ goes to
show that King Bimbisara established matrimonial alliance with the
Licchavis by marrying a Licchavi princess.”

G. of Early Buddhism, page 13.
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wiTdtg gfaera = waaEn, 98 330-3¢3
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TG & g 2
farmeft dvrgpg e dwmelt R gy
3. The seat of the central government shifted from Janakapura in
the Nepal Tarai to vaisali (modern Basarha in the district of Muzaffarpur)

which came into prominence in the 6th century B.C.
History of Tirhut By B.S.N. Singh, page 34.
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3% AR Shifae (faen) it Tifes A1 9 s & T & A
S (=Ffame) §3 | SNfTF AW gg7 a1 3R Afew TS (qee)
frhe B9 & fes FEarar = '

g ATfeieh U FHEl I &1, I Gy § g T Igaoht § w vl
R TG T §—

(1) Natika (v.l. Nadika, Natika) -- A locality in the vajji country
on the highway between Kotigama and Vesali.

srgfe sfaes (Fifeeh, AfGH) — oSy & =aid demel 3R
FifeTw & 9 ¥ TH WA 2

Dictionary of Pali-Proper Names. Vol. I, page 876.

() 3 feagmt AE UTelt WOT T & TR 90 § 78 W33
W ISH]E 3 wftretasg & se § 313 T I Agrafi=earorgs & R
i 2 —

From Kapilvatthu to Rajagaha was sixty leagues. From Rajagaha
to Kusinara was a distance of twenty five leagues, and the
Mahaparinibbanasutta gives a list of the places at which the Buddha
stopped during his last journey that road--

Ambalatthika, Nalanda, Pataligama (where he crossed the Ganges),
Kotigama, Nadika, Vesali, Bhandagama, Hatthigama, Ambagama,
Jambugama, Bhoganagara, Pava, and the Kakuttha River, beyond which
lay the Mango grove and the Sala grove of the Mallas.
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fe & 37 TR qEuen ISy o ifvEEE ¥ S-qd A a1 stk
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S0 SFATTEEE Ao SarTess|
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A7 it # 7 St fagrd Y o e T @ Sy I s o1
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- gemwfa-mH- - smea-<e- dtews - - famfatafy - mes-
i «ifq gpeas anfe ¥ fogfid ‘R’ ¥ (TRiAwfee | g 9 &
sarT TeIsi & fag gan §) 39 A & AR fre d gefued 94—
() T0EAES, () AU, () q@aR (Faa), (¥) #ehas, (G
), (W) FIEfEH, (&) 74, (') HeWAL, (¢) oW, (R) Safes,
(g0) 3, (g7) W, () WwEs, (23) R, (g¥) frm,
(2w) FY, (R&) TAUM, (R') WA, (R¢) Q@, (RR) Wi 38
it  Ton fagred uftga on smavawgfel § ff 7@ Fuia firee 2

Ifg ST F TargER fagrd Faer and gt at St vee F gE
fepa stram | f& T

g & o grmer gfE & i T f dar @1 sEE g
SRl SR Feil | et @1 sfwamta=TRiT, s 3%y W faar —

‘g g AR T TRt g
TH% NER &, & onfE vl &1 A T & ford st dren @1
TEEIAIIER, T ¢¥ ¥ forg ‘qedn! g gfaw’ @ d=en foga 2
“REIE HER: & U 399 9% Wy 2 6 9 WEH | @
2 % U9 & WH W TR gig v & ) 14 a2 2 g 3
T F Yy ZTgew 39 ufvrave sfugar ¥ efo fymemor e 3 off & R

‘Savaraswami in his commentary in the Purvamimansa Sutra, Book
II, says that the word 'raja’ is a synonyam for Ksatriya, and states that
even in his time the word was used by the Andhras to designate a
Ksatriya'. Ibid, book page 322.

gefvfraraTgR S A § vt 3 foan @ 5 o v atE @
qaig o1 3R AFreR & G H O ARy AN TS 9IS S T4 &R &
foe =@ 2

Frraraferarsit (38 39) & ATER aSINTITEE Hi 3Teag TS 92k
o, 9 WA |y H | ¢ foesfa 3k § aee yeaed Tem & fag
I fad S & 3 TIOTOST e 91 39 TI0TEHE § sl & SER Weo
T F, S TS Fear 91 39§ § udF & I9qS, iy, goemiE



¥

(sprTerey) St am
Ta g TAFT Bifd Ao, J9 UGS axel 9AfaAl ahe S’
THAUVURATES (To ¥, ¢, 4o ¥, RIa g0 qaifad §eoT)
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(3) FEFTRZ, 97 & §9 236 W for@m 8—

afgan T umEEe Yfwwr AT Wl
fa@ wguad HWOnH  |@HumWt |
I 9 FUSYU FAEUE IUM, AW FAHH, WA,
gat-gerafifear, e fie:, saom mAafs g o 9
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FEATEUTE, JUMHE FeaATefa=as qga HgT| A7 NgHaESuT wWHoy
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374 FUS & FTET & FAGUE IAM H 319 e T7YT § @
FHEE F R e A 7 T F F T 4— T Sownl, |
Rl T E-ar @ 9 o fe e 29 # T qedew ae
o gt R (T F HAOW R, R ). Heart § 5199 &1 &7
fest W UROT () ITATE S GHON) & 41, FredArraray § S W 9rEr,
&t fvend siger s STEvT % WX H Wfaw g a8t SgeseT A WYYyt
@R ¥ yRon FTEn
FUS (FFFETS) § FuRam oA F fad ae F 7 o’ FTE
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Tl srusfEew 9w A TEaR 911
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3ryfq vnelt T aforsisu &Y 3R 9H & T wraE 3 veE &
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FUSR, FACIH, FedAr IH-TE 1

(%) Avmret 3t afremm ey A

Juifed 7R Ao = e gares SRER STEE 3. ...
Feren:, T AT = s gIeRT IgaiasHi aefarardgenTd:!
AFRETRER, 9 &, 8 3¢X.

(4) FAFEFATRAT, 9 R, IS8 g0 & 333 ¥ anfvrsamm,
fruaea sk HearafFay wt Hee-fae wamr 21 :
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arufa anforsamm & e STUd fygameee a1, 3§ afveaEs %
IAqd H FHeArErEa ... .... aFfream TR & & ¥ @ frae swi
HICATTEEAY &, JE JAFHT &, el GNHeen 8, T8l (A< HE*)
3MAL..... — WEH Tae 3 faer 93 F 9 afvaam | 9y dtea
§U SIcamTarEay & frhe smed § faar famet s sga @ &t s <

ITHER

I/ &9 a9 gfom W oged §—

(1) 3myfrh T Y axfrague et men € ik ol feregane &
I ST S @, GRS & staia @1 HerRd # 39 W Y U W
TS ARM & AW ¥ I fan 2, St f og § sty @ firen faan
T4 o Srat ST AfRifee g H g7 v fade # A S 39 Q9T srgan
AfiiR-a=nta an afee wEr @ S 98 e A8 & St

(R) smyf afragrs vdd W 2 5@ & w9 gfagre & 9y
el # gdd & HE quia T foran dwnel & U wiifs weE 8
? sufaT W 9@ wF YA 1 S sifus gre g @ar 2l

(3) 3NgfS GiEgUe HI aage] ¥ U el dgdr & I fF st
T 21 TS T IS ot el % oW q@H B

(%) el & gfegre St duet F Fae gam @ s@tw ey
WA % e derel 78 2

(&) fa2E QW @ T F IW A § walw Y ghEgrs T &
o & 2

T 78 We 2 ¥ wiftaw faesers & e vda & W & w@F
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= gtEgrs = fam T ) 95t e 1 HE @ Fedns-ued, S
3R Jan-EY gam

WA & AR B I8 W @ 5 STt ¥ STt SaTe AW 9
¥ @ a8 Wi dureh 2, 6 & ke aifraguem o SRt war ¥
T o g 241t T6 WE F e o1 off anfirarie, sEaewrst
3t wiegaT Hige 8| AINHA 9% HEEIvS W TS AW ¥ W
21 quaT fam s argETe @ @ Wi afEgue a8 98 F e
AT o gt e & 5 S F S 9 gen 91 ¥y ¥ g
FRNhET 3T o1 Fieror ffar e 7<) &1 a8 Fed 9 § SifvEmnig,
SHieemT 3 FHCT TG F g F 31 T R

aes

3. ey (sigafasanior fafad) § g8 Qo W Ed g9 &9
¥ feran e 31 T A ®Y ‘A%’ §; IuF d&pd A ad i g9
Q1 Y oA 1 goEd: T8 SR OGS 3 g9 & ¥A R 81
FrEpaiEn a7 geedfear o ¥ ‘e’ 2w o avfq 21 safed
g0 et § g5 ‘o w9 & aifus I R

3. g ¥ wfcerre Srrar St Aty Far, e TureR S afam
& W% % g¢ 8! A HerER w@ndt 3 g @ R

3.  The Videhas are mentioned in the Brahmana portion of the
Vedas as a people in a very advanced stage of civilisation. The
part of the country where they lived appears to have been
known by the name of Videha even in the still more ancient
times of the Sambitas, for the Yajurveda Samhitas mention the
cows of Videha, which appears to have been particulary
famous in ancient India.

-- Tribes in Anicient India, page 235.

STRTOT T el i S el stk wvan aren saerar T 2
Q1 st € @ 56 fade A dfearsti @ f weet @ 2, ifE g
Hfgar § fake 1 el %1 Seor@ 2, S for e wRa # a9y w9
¥ faeam wdia 2 2)
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AR, Feak e s, 998 ¢.
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It is evident that the lay-part of the community were not
regarded as outsiders, as seems to have been the case in early
Buddhism; their position was, from the beginning. well difined by
religious duties and privileges; the bond which united them to the
order of monks was an effective one. The state of a layman was
one preliminary and, in many cases preparatory to the state of the
monks.......... It can not be doubted that the close union between
laymen and monks brought about by the similarity of their religious
duties differing not in kind but in degree has enabled Jainism to
avoid fundamental changes within and to resist dangers from
without for more than two thousand years, while Buddhism being
less exacting as regards the laymen underwent the most extra-
ordinary evalutions and finally disappeared altogether in the
country of its origin.!?
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The Impact of Nyaya and VaiSesika School
on Jaina Philosophy

Prof. Sagarmal Jain*

The origin of Jain philosophy is, no doubt, earlier than the
emergence of Nyaya-VaiSesika schools of Indian philosophy.
Historically it starts from Lord Par$va, the twenty-third Tirthankara
who was born at Varanasi in 8th century B.C. Mahavira, the 24th
Tirthankara had adopted various philosophical concepts of Lord
Par§va in toto. Due to the earlier emergence of Jaina philosophy, we
do not find any impact of Nyaya-VaiSesika philosophy on the
fundamental concepts of Jaina metaphysics and epistemology, such
as paficastikayavada, nine categories (navatattvas), six kinds of living
beings, five kinds of knowledge etc. On these earlier concepts of Jaina
philosophy we can trace some impact of earlier Upanisads as well as
earlier Buddhism and other contemporary Sramanic traditions, but not
of Nyaya-VaiSesika schools. Jainism and Buddhism being sister
religions of the Sramamic tradition, have various philosophical,
religion and ethical concepts in common, so far as their philosophies
are concerned. The starting point of both the philosophies is to negate
absolutism the one sided views of their contemporary thinkers and
thus both the philosophies are based on the same theory of Vibhajyavada
( ). But being the Buddha's approach as negative one his philosophy
culminated in Stinyavada, while Mahavir's approach being affirmative
or positive his philosophy culminated in Syadvadai.e. non-absolutism.
This middle path or non-absolutistic approach of both the schools is
totally absent in Nyaya-VaiSesika schools. These both the schools
came into existence near about 2nd century B.C., by that time the
earlier phases of Jaina and Buddhist philosophy were well established.
But this does not mean that these schools influenced Jaina philosophy,
we do not find any impact of Nyaya and Vaiesika philosophy on Jaina

*, Secretary, ParSwanitha Vidyapitha, Varanasi.
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philosophy. But in its later phases, Jaina philosophy is not static one,
but a dynamic philosophy. In its development we find following five
phases--

L The earlier Agamic philosophy - 8th Century B.C. to 2nd Cen.
B.C.

II.  The later Agamic philosophy - 2nd Cen. B.C. to 5th Cen. A.D.

III.  The period of logical presentation of Jaina philosophy and to
its theory of Anekantavada. - 3rd Centuary A.D. to 7th Cen.
A.D.

IV. The period of critical evaluation of other schools of philosophy
- 8th century A.D. to 15th Cen. A.D.

V.  The period of application of Navya-Nyaya technique in Jaina
philosophy. - 17th to 18th Century A.D.

In these five phases of the development of Jaina philosophy, in
the first phase we do not find any impact of Nydya-Vai§esika schools
on Jaina philosophy. It is the second phase in which we find some
impacts of Nydya-VaiSesika schools on Jaina metaphysical and
epistemological concepts. In the third phase Jaina thinkers, while
making a critical estimation of Nyaya and VaiSesika, utilized the
Nyaya VaiSesika concepts as well as the concepts of their opponents
and by synthesing these opposite views through their own theory of
Anekantavada, evolved new theories, the Jaina theories- such as
Satasatakaryavada (G99q@AaTG), Sva-para Prakasitata of knowledge
(@R &), Paratah-swatah-Pramanyaviada etc. In the fourth
phase Jainas have whemently critisized the philosophical doctrines of
Nyaya-VaiSesika schools and showed their logical as well as practical
weaknesses and their one- sidedness. In the fifth and last phase Jaina
philosophers have made use of the Navya-nyaya technique for the
sound and logical presentation of Jaina doctrines. In short we can say
that in first phase no impact on Jaina philosophy in seen, in second
phase Jaina thinkers accepted some concepts of these schools as it is,
in third and fourth phase Jaina philosophers have used the various
concepts of these schools for the critical evaluation of their one-
sidedness and making use of them in evolving their own theories
through the synthesisation of their oponents views. In the last fifth
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phase Jaina thinkers adopted their Navya-nyaya technique for the
logical presentation of their own doctrines. Now we shall discuss in
detail same impacts of Nyaya-VaiSesika schools on Jaina philosophy.
In “fact both the schools have mutual impacts, but in this paper 1 have
restricted myself to show only the impact of Nyaya-Vaisesikas on
Jaina metaphysics and epistemology.

We must be aware of the fact that no philosophy comes in
existence in vacuume, it has some impacts of its earlier as well as
contemporary philosophies either in a positive or negative form; in
other word either they accept their philosophical concepts with some
logical modifications or reject them by showing their logical flaws
and thus adopts their opponent’s view or position. Jaina thinkers have
used both the techniques, but instead of total rejection they tried to
synthesis them with their opponent's view. In many cases we can say
that the Jaina doctrine is nothing but a synthesisation of two
conflicting opposite views points. Jaina philosopher have used this
technique regarding Nyaya-VaiSesika schools too.

Jaina doctrines of the first phase such as (1) The doctrine of
Paficastikaya (991R&I%), (2) The concept of nine categories (7&&),
(3) The concept of Sadjivanikaya (SSitafFa) (Six types of Jivas),
(4) The doctrine of eight fold Karmas alongwith some ethico-religious
doctrines such as Caturyama dharma, concept of five mahavratas, four
fold or three fold path of liberation and the concept of five types of
knowledge etc., on all these fundamental concept of Jaina philosophy,
we do not find any impact of Nyaya-Vai§esika school. During these
six centuries of first phase Jaina Thinker's logically evolved these
doctrines, but in this period they have not assimilated other views as
their own, in other words in this period Jaina philosophy was
developed on its footings and remained unalloyed.

The impact of other philosophical traditions on Jaina philosophy
starts from the second phase i.e. after 2nd century B.C. In this period
Jaina thinkers propounded the doctrine of six substances and explained
the relationship between substance, atribute and mode in other word
between the dravya, guna and Paryaya. Though the words such as Sat,
Dravya and Astikaya were used in Indian philosophy for the Reality,
but originally they belong to different meanings and different traditions.
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The word Sat belongs to Vedic tradition, while the word Dravya was
used by Nyaya-VaiSesikas. The word Astikaya originally belongs to
Jaina tradition but in later times Jaina thinkers used these three words
for the Reality. Here we must be aware of the fact that etymologically
these three words convey three different meaning. The word sat means
that which exists all the times without any change, while the word
dravya means that which exists with changes (i ¥54:). The word
Astikdya means that which exists with extention in space. The Jaina
doctrine of Sad-dravyas was a new development of this phase but there
was nothing new in this doctrine of six substances (Z53) except the
addition of Kala (time) as a substance alongwith the five Astikayas
thus we can say that the doctrine of Sad-dravyas a later development
of the earlier Jaina doctrine of Paificastikaya. The acceptance of the
word ‘dravya’ instead of Astikaya in Jaina tradition may be an
influence of Nyaya-VaiSesika philosophy. According to Jaina
philosophy the number of the primary substances is six, while
Vaisesika school accepts nine substances. In both the list only three
i.e. Akasa, Kala and Atman (Jiva) are common. AkiSa and Atman are
also included in the list of Paficastikdya. Here only the inclusion of
Kala (Time) may be considered as an impact of VaiSesika school. It
is to be noted that in the Swetambara tradition even upto the seventh
century A.D. Kala was not accepted as an independent substance by
some of the scholars. According to them Kala is only a mode (‘quﬂ)
of Jiva and Pudgala (matter). The debate whether time (FTd) be
regarded as an independent substance begins from third century A.D.,
before the formulation of Tattvarthasttra and the differences in this
regard continued upto the period of Visesavasyakabhasya i.e. seventh
century A.D. Regarding the definitions of 'dravya’ guna and Kala, we
find some similarities in Uttradhyayana and Vaifesikasiitra as well as
in Tattvarthastitra and VaiSesikastitra. Scholars are of the openion that
the Tattvarthasiitra and its auto-commentary have some influence of
Vaisesikastitra and yogasutra. But we must be aware of fact that the
influence of Nyaya-VaiSesika schools on Jaina metaphysical doctrines,
it is not as it is. Though Jaina thinkers have borrowed some ideas from
these schools, but they adjusted them in their own way.

So far as the impact of Nyaya school on Jaina epistemology is
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concern we find Jaina thinkers have adopted some ideas of Nyaya
school in toto and some ideas in their modified form. As I have already
explained that the doctrine of five fold knowledge has its origin in
Lord Par§va's tradition and thus it is prior to even Lord Mahivira (6th
century B.C.), that is why we do not find any impact of Nyaya school
on this doctrine. Even though in Tattvarthasiitra (3rd A.D.), while
establishing these five types of knowledge as Praminas, we do not
trace any conceptual impact of these schools on Jaina epistemology.
In the beginning of christian era, when in different schools of Indian
philosophy the discussions regarding the nature and types of Pramanas
took place, the Jaina thinker Umaswati esablished these five types of
knowledges as Pramana. Here some one can say that Tattvarthasttra
accepts only two types of Pramanas and classify its five types of
knowledge into two Pramanas-- Pratyaksa (direct) and Paroksa
(indirect). This shows an impact of VaiSesika school on Jaina
epistemology but in my humble opinion it would be a wrong
supposition, since in this context similarity only regarding the
numbers of Pramanas and not in the concept itself. For Jainas the
knowledge itself is Pramana (S ¥9190), but for Nyaya-Vaisesikas it
is not the knowledge itself, but the sources of valid knowledge are
Pramanas (Y91ad 3137 3@ ¥910T). Secondly for Umaswati the meaning
of Pratyaksa (direct knowledge) and Paroksa (indirect knowledge) is
totally different, for him knowledge acquired through sense organs
and mind is not a direct knowledge, but it is an indirect knowledge.
Though Umaswati had adopted the concept of Pramana, which was
the prominent concept of epistemological discussions of that time but
he explained it according to his own agamika tradition.

First of all we can trace the impact of Nyaya school on Jaina
epistemology in the cannonical works. of later period i.e. 3rd-4th
century A.D. or in the later added passages of early cannonical works.

It is to be noted that the Jaina theory of pramanas takes it birth
from the scattered ideas found in the cannonical works. In the first
stage of the five-fold division of the knowledge, which later on
considered as pramanas also, it remain pure and unalloyed. In the
second stage when the idea of two fold classification came into
existence, particularly in Niryukti literature and Tattvarthasutra, it was
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an external influence, yet the spirit of Agamas was dominating. It is
in the Anuyogadvarasutra for the first time five-fold division of
Agamika tradition goes into back and the four fold division of the
Nyaya school comes in prominence. Here the Jaina thinkers adopted
the view of Nyaya school in toto. These four pramanas-- Pratyaksa,
Anumiana, Agama and Upamana, has been mentioned in various
cannonical works such as Samavayanga, Bhagavati, Anuyogadvara
etc. in the name of Hetu (%@), Vyavasaya (S4991) or Pramana (JHIV7),
It is also to be noted that in the cannonical works (Agamas) we find
the mention of four Pramanas like Nyaya school and three pramanas
like Sarhkhya school. Acarya Siddhasenadivakara also followed this
three- fold division of pramana in his Nyayavatara (4th-5th century).
The another impact of Nydya school on Jaina epistemology is seen
in Nandisutra (Sth century) where the sense-cognition is included into
Pratyaksa (Nandisutra4), following the Nyaya tradition but at the time
of Umaswati it was included in Paroksa Pramana (indirect knowledge).
Later Jaina scholars such as Jinabhadra and Akalanka designated it
as Samvyavahirika Pratyaksa (perception according to the common
usage). Regarding the five organs (pafica avayavas) of inference
(Anumana) Jaina thinkers are also in agreement with Nyaya school.
But in Niryukti literature we also find the mention of ten organs of
inference alongwith above mentioned five organs; though the concept
of five organs is common to both the tradition, but the idea of ten
organs is a peculiarity of Jaina tradition. Similarly due to the influence
of Nyaya school Jaina thinkers also adopted the three fold division
of inference (3IJHM) such as Purvavat (‘{Efa'ﬂ), Sesavat (ﬁ‘ﬁ?l) and
Samanyato-drsta (SMIAIEY). In the Jaina cannonical work of later
period namely Anuyogadvarasutra (Wmﬁ) we find this
classification. These are the some important major impacts of Nyaya
school on Jaina epistemology.

The last but not least important influence of Nyaya school is
the adoption of Navya-nyaya technique of Gangesh (12-13th century)
by the Jaina scholars-- YaSovijayagani (17th century) and Vimaladas.
YaSovijaya's Tarkabhasa and Vimaladas's Saptabhangitarangani are
the best works of Jaina thinkers, which are written in the Navya-nyaya

technique.
[ J



Rightftul exposition of Jainism in the West

N.L. Jain*

I have utilised the occasicon of presentation of my paper on the
‘concept of Zero in Jaina Texts' at the IV Int. Conference of
Mathematics, Maebashi, Japan to visit the U.S. and Canada. Many
learned Jaina saints, Bhattarakas and scholars have been going to the
west for many years promoting Jainisum as a world religion through
their lectures and practices. Many impressive narratives on these
activities are published in Jaina papers here and abroad. My interest
lay in learning the effect of these tours on western non-Jaina and
scholarly world. Accordingly, I visited the religion or religious studies
departments of many universities, their libraries and public libraries.
éalso met many faculty members of these departments. I learnt that
‘there are numerous religious studies departments in universities
abroad and also there are large number of students in them. Despite
this, there was hardly any knowledge about Jainism and its literature
among them. There was virtually no Jaina literature there (except in
Austin X.). However, there are courses on World's Religions and we
could find many text books on this subject written by competent
teacher scholars. The students got the knowledge of Jainism through
these books only. I read about 25 of these books written between 1889
and 1999 (Two of them are published in India). They describe Jainism
in four to twenty four pages including some pictures of architectural
importance. I was surprised to read their contents about Jainism in
them. 1 could feel that there are many wrong conceptions about it
among most of the scholars and, therefore, students also. If such
descriptions are read, the new generation will have negative opinion.
(This does not mean that all the books have similar descriptions. Some
books have good analytical descriptions like the OUP books of 1996
and 1997). The reason for this could be that our literature has neither

*,  Jaina Kendra, Rewa (M.P.) 486001
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reached the authors nor the publishers. Also, whatever has reached
them, it is either indirect or traditional which have led them to present
it the way they have done it. Of course, this indicates the lop-sided
studies of these scholars. I do not know whether any attempt has been
made to remove these types of conceptions. How, otherwise, the same
would have been expressed even in the books of 1999.  also felt from
all this that the western world remains immune to these yearly lectures
and expositions by about two dozen saints and scholarly people. The
appreciation of a system by others has a better promotional effect
rather “than self-praise. Many books like "Seven Systems in Indian
Philosophy" (Trigunayat) and "The World Religions' Reader"
(Rutludge) do not contain even any description about Jainism. Of
course, Sikhism and its literature finds place everywhere. Many
authors still state Jainism and Buddhism as reformatory forms of
Hinduism and they describe them in a single chapter. Even many
Indian scholars in religious studies departments there do not agree to
Jainism as an independent religion. The resident Indian Jainas also
do not seem to attempt to remove these incorrect concepts in their
books. This is the case even with the books, "Jainism in North
America” (1996) and "Conquerors of the World” (1998). A similar
situation was pointed out by S.K. Jain in U.K. and Europe while he
was a visiting fellow there in 1992. Dr. Johrapurkar and Jain also felt
the same way much earlier with some suggestions. As a result, there
is need for purposeful exposition of Jainism on global basis.
Accordingly, we require to collect books - text books, general books
and reference books published during, say, half the century in different
important languages and serialise the lopsided or incorrect views in
them and try to prepare a multi-faceted book refuting them logically
and send it to the authors and publishers so that they may modify there
views in the next edition of their books. I shall describe here only some
points for proper refutations.

Concepts about Jainism in Many Books of World Religions in the
West

The various concepts described in these books may be classified
under many categories.
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A. General Conceptions about Jainism

i.

Barring few books, most books still point out Jainism (and
Buddhism too) as a reformed form of Hinduism. They have been
developed as a revolt against vedic tradition. Jainism is a
minority section of Hinduism. (Thrower, Hopfe, Munroe,
Kaufman etc.).

Jaina Sect is a strange one and it is understood with difficulty.

Jainism does not seem to be as attractive as Buddhism because
the Jaina texts are tasteless and difficult. They are not understood
by all.

According to Toynbee, Jainism is highly self-centered. The self-
centeredness is an intellectual and moral error. It creates egoism.
That is why, it could not undergo expansion.

According to Basham and Scheitzer, Jainism is basically selfish
and negative. Its concepts of Arhat and Tirthankara are based
on selfishness. They are not all welfarist as the concept of
Bodhi-Sattva. (Despite this, Thrower agrees that the negative
tendency has two positive effects : (1) Satisfaction of curiosity
about the knowledge of the fine entities and (2) knowledge of
external and internal world. These are also important
achievements).

The Jaina thought and practices are extremist. The concepts of
theism, devotionalism, austerities and non-violence are forms of
extremism. In fact, the western world feels strange to think
atheistic system as a form of religion. It questions about this
point. This type of system is the most difficult path for the
progress of life and beliefs.

Prof. Munroe opines that the western religious systems are more
organised than the Eastern ones.

Prof. Hutchinson opines that the Jaina tenets are unwordly. This
is not a religion for the world. However, it requires thinking why
itis a living religion even today. The hedomist west gets a shock
by Jaina tenets.
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9.  Some authors have assumed it to be the religion of Saivation
and austerities. The naked sainthood 1s essential for infinite
bliss.

B. Origin of Jainism and Biography of Mahavira

Many books published upto 1995 have stated Mahavira as the
founder of Jainism. Some authors, however, refer to the tradition of
ford makers. Some books have stated Mahavira as the historical
founder of Jainism and they keep silence on its earlier history. Some
authors have stated that Mahavira gave Jainism a more positive from
(Celibacy, penitential retreat etc.) than Parshvanatha and he was
renovator, modifier and time-tuner of Parsvan system. Despite the
opinion of Dr. Rice and Dr. Zinmmer that Jainism existed (though
under different name of Nirgzantha) in pre-Aryan. (1700-2700 B.C)),
these authors seem to be lopsided.

Almost all the books have biography of Mahavira based on
Kalpasutra (foetus transference, marriage, one daughter, divine cioth
etc.). Some authors agree to some mircales in his life). However, his
biography is not as marvellous as Christ. Mohammad and Buddha.
That is why, most western scholars state his biography as unattractive,
formal, less reliable and legendary. On the one hand, these authors
agree Mahavira to be a staunch austerite, adventurous, deep philosopher
and capable organiser (of four fold order), on the other, they state him
a sage engaged in extremely formenting and inconscientious harsh
austere life.

Though Jainism is said to be naturalistic, the descriptions of his
foetus transference etc. are stated to be supra-natural. They seem to
be more legendary. His period of 540-468 B.C. is said to be better
historical than 599-527 B.C. On this basis, he is given contemporariness
with Buddha, Confucious, Lao Tse and Zermia etc. Similarly, he had
seven other contemporary heretic scholars.

Many books have a number of mistakes about his life like (1)
his place of birth (Patna), (2) age of initiation (28 yrs), (3) acceptance
of only peacock-feather broom (Pichi) and (4) 70 years of fourth aeon
remaining after Mahavira's salvation etc.



9%

Almost all the authors have stated the harshness of austerities
as sermonised by Mahavira. These are extremes. However, his
philosophic concepts are fundamental and adventurous. He was a
wrestler of spiritualism and escapist from the physical world. His
,sermons were generally meant for the minority of followers (monks).

C. Jaina Tenets : (1) Ethics and Practices

The Jaina Society may be classified in two categories - (1)
Majority (laymen) and (2) minority (monks). The monk practices are
generally taken as model. In contrast, the conduct of laymen is
practical. Currently, a third category intermediate between the two has
also come to exist. Its conduct is nearly monk-like (but it has some
freedoms like going abroad etc.). All the laymen have six daily duties.
The deital worship is prominent among them. This creates a positive
mental state. Fynes, Hopfe and others have described it on the basis
of Svetambara system and no Digambara process has been mentioned
despite Jaini's book (1979).

Most of the western scholars presume Jaina tenets as tenets of
austerity and salvation. Many authors upto 1995 have postulated them
to be following detachmental path where the life and the world are
negated and there is an idea of escape from both the corners. It is
pessimistic towards life and the world and discourages every type of
activities. Its ethics and practices are based on this concept. The Jainas
are like Quakers - worshipper of peace and satisfaction. But their five
principles of non-violence, non-false-speaking, non-stealing, non-sex
and non-attachmental possession are indicative of the tendency of life
negation Prof. Hopfe states that the laity generally observes the first
three as far as possible but there is laxity in observing the last two.
However, the monks and nuns do observe them fully. Secondaly, all
those five concepts have no boundary. They apply to all the living
creatures. Prof. Schweitzer has said that these concepts are not the
basic concepts of the Jainas. They are originated from their detachmental
ideology which promotes inactivity in life. The Jainas talk about
compassion etc. so that they may become detached from the world.
What is the purpose there for others for them? They accept the
passionate in activity and negate the sympathetic assistance for others.
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It is due to this that the Jaina ethics/practices promote individualism
and egoism. (Acarya Rajnisha had also similar thoughts). According
to Basham also, the Jaina ethics and practices are basically negative
and selfish. They are individualistic rather than socialistic. That is
why, the life-style of Jainas is controlled by harsh rules. This is the
secret of their longevity. Despite this, the Jaina tenets do not offer
permanent happiness without monkhood. This is in contrast with other
religions.

All the above five principles of the Jainas are the same for
both-the laity and monks. However, their total observance is there in
the monkhood only. (Many scholars discussed the effect of the
principle of non-violance in terms of the life-style of the Jainas in the
form of vegetarianism, environmental preservation, and non-
involvement in violence-involving professions. It has also influenced
other systems t0o). Despite this, Prof. Noss opines that the Jaina ethics
detaches us from evil actions and promotes the overall happiness. Not
only this the harsh austeritic life has also an indirect effect of moving
towards welfare of all and the self. Despite the ethical code of the
Jainas being individualistic, it accepts the self as the maker of own
destiny. It is not, therefore, incarnationist. Its torch bearers are not
bestowers of fortunes. But their remembrance serves a source of
direction and encouragement. That is why, the temples, worship and
prayers have no value for the Jainas. Despite the fact that their
fundamentals are easily comprehensible, their elaboration and
philosophy is not simple to be easly understood.

(2) Ontology (Metaphysics)

The ontology of Jainas is dualist (living - non- living) and
pluralist (six physical realities,nine spiritual categories, seven spiritual
reals etc.). The scholars have opined it as a realist ontology. It has
an object of acquiring salvation by breaking away the combination
of the living and non-living (Karmas). The relationship of these
entities through Karmas is very interesting. Their non-living world is
atomistic. Generally, Jainism is not deterministic because of its
realistic nature. However, it is naturalistic and a-theistic where there
is no positivism. It seems that man was initially a-theist. That is why
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Carvakism is said to the oldest (Thrower). The Jainas do not admit
actorship of God but they admit capacity of Godhood in every living
being and, hence, they are poly-theists. It is due to this that they could
not be popular like the Carvakas.

The Jainas are not purely devotionalists like the Muslims or
Christians. They admit the triad of right knowledge, faith and conduct.
it is because of this multi-dimensionism that they have been surviving
since hoary past. The western world is not ready even to accept any
atheist system as a religion. (It is not even prepared to accept the anti-
theist logic).

The Jainas are Karmists and Aureolists. (This is the result of
their psychological understanding). These principles are also infested
with pessimism. But these are the specific principles of the Jainas
which serve as a spiritual glue for the living-non-living combination.
Rice has opined that Jaina ontology is totally pessimistic. It starts from
hylozoism and goes upto godhood for all. He admits the tetrad of love,
compassion, happiness and peace of the Buddhists as positive (but
aoes not even mention the tetrad of friendship, happiness, compassion
and neutrality of the Jainas). They even call the positive principles
of the Jainas as leftist.

The concept of cyclically devolving and evolving world also
makes man a bit under trouble. Their logistics and epistemology is
fine but complex. Their theory of seven-fold predications also
confuses the western mind. However, it is not consistent with
determinism. (Mention of stand pointism is rare).

D. Jainism and Women

There are three times as many nuns as male monks (Fynes).
However, their level is taken as inferior to monks. In Svetambara
tradition, women may have salvation while there is no salvation for
them in Dig. tradition. (However, it is the nuns who have preserved
the traditional Jain practices and rituals.

E. Jaina Religion : Social Religion

It is agreed, in general, that Mahavira was an excellent reformer
and awakener of contemporary society. However, most authors do not
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seem to admit Jainism as a social religion because the general
tendencies of society are heterodox with their principles. Moreover,
the individualistic principles do not apply to society (like the macro
world theories to micro-world). According to Schweitzer, there are
no principles useful for society in Jainism. However, if there are any,
they have come from Hindu Religion.

F. Jains Literature

Many authors have mentioned the Dig./Svet. literature. However,
Basham has clearly mentioned it to be tasteless and scholarship-
showing.

G. Erroneous Statements

1. Almost all authors admit origination of the two main schisms
in the first century C.E. They also mention about them. The non-
idolator Sthanakavasi sect is also sometimes mentioned. But
Terapantha of Sve. and Taranpantha of Digambaras generally
do not find mention. '

2. The Jainas are generally found in every part and state of India.
However, most authors have pointed Digambaras to exist in
south and the Sve. in the north. (It is probable that this concept
of theirs might be with early historical perspectives. They have
generally, forgotten central, eastern and western India (Mumbai,
Ahmedabad, Delhi, Jabalpur, Calcutta, Dimapur etc.).

3. The Svet. have been stated to be more liberal and popular {on
the basis of some of their tenets) than the Digambara (stated as
conservative).

4. Itis only women who undertake religious fastings. Also, it is
only the males who participate in bidding.

5. Generally, there is no mention of holy places in terms of
salvation and miraculous places. However, Pavapur, Sammed
shrikhar (and kailash also) find rare mention. Of course, Mt.
Abu arid Shatrunjaya (shravana belagola also) find mention due
to their art/architectural values.

6.  Dr. Kaufman has stated that the Jaina images are different from
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and unattractive than Buddha images. These do not express the
compassion and softness on their faces. When they are adored
and ornamented, they look fierce.

7. Almost all authors have expressed holy death process as 'self-
starvation'.

8.  The Jainas have abandoned the theory of nakedness for salvation
and many Digambaras have adopted clothes while monks.

9. The Jainas do not have harsh spiritual practices like the Hindus.
However, the practices of hair plucking, harsh postures,
meditation under heat, fastings (Mahavira had approx 4000
fasting days out of 4380 days in 12 years) and the like are
extremes and non-conscientious activities. Rev. Murray opines
that alms-begging and tasteless foods are also such activities.

Conclusion

It will be clear from the above as to what type of lop-sided and
ﬁnatured concepts about Jainism are there in the Western academic
orld even at the end of 20th century. About 70% basic tenets of
Judaism and Christianity are negative in character but they are not
taken in that way. However, the Jaina tenets are called negative and
secondary. Similarly, it is not proper to call Jainism as a religion of
monks only on the basis of some earlier texts. Many of its texts contain
laity practices for wordly welfare. The male and female laity are the
important components of four-fold order of the Jainas and it is on them
that the institution of monks and the order has become somuch long-
lived. The Jainas are also credited for their non-violent professions
(like banking, textiles, transport, computers, jewellery etc.) and rigid
spiritual practices.

It is, therefore, necessary to perpare a book through the serious
Jaina scholars to scholarly refute the above mentioned (and many
others involving philosophical principles also) opinions. The institutions
involved in promotion of Jainism abroad should come forward in this
project. To prepare such a monograph, one will have to compile
various points mentioned in western books published in the last fifty
years (as suggested earlier) and analyse them to present the correct
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picture of Jainism. One will have to abandon the status quoist concepts
and to elaborate the dynamism, positivity and enromous capacity of
happiness promotion of Jainism. It is hoped that some National and
International Jaina Institutions will come forward leading to the
rightful exposition of Jainism on global arena. Some of the suggestions
of S.K. Jain may also be taken care of by them.



SAMYAKDARSHAN*
The Gateway to Peace and Happiness

Jagdish Prasad Jain "Sadhak"

Peace and happiness can be achieved only through subsidence
of passions, self-restraint, contentment and fellow-feeling, which are
the attributes of a Samyakdrashti, who is determined, dedicated and
devoted to follow the path of righteousness, non-injury, limitation of
one's desires and possessions and other virtues. Our efforts should first
of all be directed towards converting the Jains (who are called Jains
because of birth in a Jain family) to Jainism and make them true Jains.
A samyakdrashti is a true Jain in the real sense of the word. As stated
in the sacred books of the Jains, Dansan Mulo Dhamma, i.e.
‘samyakdarshan (right perception) is the root or foundation of piety
or Dharma.

The Prerequisites of Samyakdarshan

The four prerequisites of samykdarshan--prasham, samvega
(with its obverse aspect--nirveda), anukampa (compassion) and
astikya--form the world-view of both a Jain house- holder as also of
an ascetic. The quality of prasham endows a man with a certain degree
of equanimity, calmness, balance which enables him to feel happy,
contented and "at peace with himself". In Prashamratiprakarana,
authored by Acharya Umaswami or Umasvati, who also wrote
Tattvarthsutra, the so-called bible of the Jainas, it is stated :

Swargasukhani parokshanyatyant Parokshameva Mokshasukham,
Pratyaksham prashamsukham Na parvasham na cha Vyaya praptam.

(237)

* Revised version of lecture at 10th Biennial JAINA Convention,
Philadelphia, USA, 4 July 1999.
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The happiness of heaven is indirect, it is beyond our experience.
Thus we may be disinterested in it. The happiness of salvation is still
more 1ndirect. On the other hand, the peace and calm brought about
by the subsidence or queiling down the excitement of passions (anger,
pride, deceit and greed) and the happiness resulting therefrom can be
directly experienced right here. This happiness is not dependent on
other objects, things or beings. It is not perishable either. The so-called
pleasures of worldly life, viz. sensual pleasures are always accompanied
with pain. They are never full and unadulterated. They are preceded
and/or followed by suffering. They are transient, passing and short-lived.
What people in general consider happiness is mostly sensual pleasure
which by its very nature is dependent on worldly objects pleasing to
our senses. Prashwnsukha, i.e. happiness derived from or resulting
from calmness and equanimity is free from all these short-comings.

This calmness or equanamity and consequent peace and happiness
in our lives results ftom subsidence of gross forms of anger, pride,
deceitfulness and greed (anantanubandhi kashaya or passions) and by
having a proper attitude towards life and by understanding and
accepting the real nature of things. Accept the reality of things as they
are and accept what you cannot change is a sure prescription for
avoidance of stress and depression which are so common and
prevalent in modern day life.

Samvega results in a man having great enthusiasm for
righteousness and avoidance of evil deeds. The obverse of samvega
is nirveda or a spirit of renunciation. Some consider it a separate
characteristic. It leads to disinterest in sensual pleasures, disenchantment
with worldly things and possessions and detachment or renunciation
in life. Yet another characteristic of samyakdarshan is anukampa
(compassion), which is both negative and positive. In its negative
sense it is ahimsa (non-violence) and in its positive sense it is
compassion, goodwill, fellow-feeling. The four-fold bhavana (feelings/
reflections or mental dispositions) of maitri (amity or fellow feeling
towards all living beings), pramoda (appreciation of the merits of
others), karuna (unstinted sympathy and compassion for those in
distress) and madhyastha (equanimity towards the perversely inclined)
are considered part of anukampa and are golden principles for social
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intercourse and happy and peaceful life in the world. Astikya is belief
in the principles of truth. It may be said to correspond 10 six
fundamental truths of Shrimad Rajchandra, viz. the soul exists, it is
eternal. it is the author of its activities, that therefore it is responsible
for the consequences of its activities, it aspires for liberation and that
there are means to achieve liberation. Samyakdarshan (right perception),
samyakgyan (right knowledge) and samyakchartra (right conduct)
combined are the means to achieve liberation (moksha).

The affirmation, faith or conviction (astikya or shraddha) about
the existence of soul, distinct from non-self, makes for samyakdarshan,
forms the basis of understanding the reality of things or the fundamentals
of life (tattvas) and leads to spiritual awakening and advancement. In
the absence of samyakdarshan, neither knowledge can be samyak
(right or enlightened) nor conduct can be samyak. It was probably
keeping this in mind that Shrimad Rajchandra observed:

koi kriyajad thai rahya sushkagyan ma koi
mane marg mokshno karuna upje joi.

Some are entangled in barren rituals, others stuck in knowledge dry,
And in these they view a road to liberation. 1 have pity for these.

If a person is not convinced of the existence and reality of
sentient being (jiva) and its special characteristics (such as
consciousness, performer of actions and liable for the results there of,
etc.), he would remain deeply engrossed and attached to his body and
sensual pleasures. This will result in the adoption of the attitude of
aggressiveness and possessiveness, which niilitate against social
harmony, peace and well-being of mankind. Peace can be achieved
only through contentment and fellow feeling.

Characteristics of Samyakdarshan

In addition to the above-mentioned prerequisites of
Samyakdrishti, there also are certain other characteristics, the so-
called limbs or component parts of samyakdarshan. One of them is
unshakeable faith or conviction in the existence and reality of self and
non-self and in the doctrine of anekant (Non-absolutism). This faith
is not blind faith or mental slavery since it is in fact a decision arrived
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at after mature consideration and understanding of things. A
Samyakdrasthi is aware of the limitations of thinking and the harmful
effects of frustration. Therefore, after deliberating on different aspects
and viewpoints he wants to arrive at rational decisions and be free
from skepticism or doubt (Nihshankita). He knows that doubt kills
decision and without an act of decision an individual is unable to
muster enough courage to go forward. This faith in Self or atman
enables him to attain a sort of mental equilibrium and consequently
he does not fear death, pain, censure, insecurity, etc. He becomes
modest, forsakibng all pride of learning, honour, family, affluence,
etc. and desire with regard to the future. Eventuafly, he wants to be
Nihkankshita (free from desires for worldly things).

A Samyakdrashti, having an open mind, ever eager to learn from
history and experience and grounded in Anekant, scientific outlook
and rational thinking, is not slave to customary beliefs or conventions
or vested interests. He is thus free from delusive notions and follies
(Amudhatas). As he has gained true insight about the reality of things,
the self and non-self, he is free from disgust (Nirvichikitsa), and feels
no revulsion at the sight of human sickness, insanity or ugliness. He
does not hate or condemn others on grounds of religion., race, colour,
creed or nationality. Not only he avoids hating others, he is also
enjoined to practice vatsalya (disinterested affection or selfless love)
for the fellow beings, dedicating his fife to the service and support
of all human beings without any distinction of race, religion, sex or
nationality.

Another characteristic of a Samyakdrasthi is upguhana (tendency
to cover up or hide from public view the shortcomings of persons)
or upavrhana, that is cultivation of virtuous dispositions of honesty,
gratitude, ahimsa (non-violence), forgiveness, modesty,
straightforwardness, etc. When people deviate from the path of
righteousness under the influence of greed, possessiveness, conceit
and pride an< indulge in aggressiveness and exploitation of the weak,
a Samyakdrasthi endeavours to re-establish them on the path of
righteousness (sthitikarana). Lastly, he tries to propagate values of life
(Prabhavana) by making good ways of life, of thinking and doing
things widely known and easily accessible to people at large the warld
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over through publications, radio, television. internet, etc.

Conclusion

As a result of samyakdarshan, one becomes an entirely
transformed being. As attitude towards life, his outlook of the world
and worldly things, the basis of his relations with others, his
conception and assessment of values all are changed. This miraculous
transformation is evidenced in the person’s attitude and behaviour by
the five tendencies (calmness, entusiasr detachment, compassion and
acceptance of reality) which become automatically manifest in a
person gifted with samyakdarshan and are, as it were, its differentiate.

This transformation of individual consciousness rarely occurs
overnight. It is a matter of growth and the following of a plan with
a fixed mental intent. That is why a life of following discipline, self-
restraint, the five abstentions or vows (non-injury, truthfulness, non-
stealing, sex-fidelity and setting a limit to the maximum weaith or
woridy objects one would possess) together with their augmenting and
supporting vows, five Samiti (carefulness) (in moving, speaking,
‘eating, keeping and receiving things and evacuating bowels), three
kinds of self-control in mind, speech and body, twelve reflections and
ten virtues (forgiveness, humitity, straightforwardness, truth, purity
of body and mind, self-restraint, austerities, renunciation, non-
acquisitiveness, and chastity) is considered essential. Thus,
samyakdarshan not only enables an individual to obtain peace of mind
and happiness, but also facilitates social harmony and peace in the
world.

"Be a Samyakdrashti Today!"
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Best Jain Stories by Upadhyaya Shri Pushkar Muniji, Edited by
Acharya Shri Devendra Muni, Publisher- Shri Tarak Guru Jain
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Edition, 1997, Pages- 244, Price- 100.00.

Story is treated as an easy way of conveying difficult ideas and
deep thinkings in simple and interesting forms to the common people.
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Lord Mahavira the great propounder of philosophical and religious
theories of Jainism, has also simplified the presentation of his thoughts
through interesting stories. Best stories found in the Jaina literature are
in Prakrit the original language of Jainism. Prakrit is now no more a
language of simple villages and ordinary persons. It is known mostly to
the oriental scholars. The persons who do not know Prakrit, remain
devoid of enjoying pleasant and pious preaching of Lord Mahavira. So
as a good result of Upadhyaya Pushkar Muni's contineous effect nearly
30 yrs. back Jaina Agamaic stories were published under the name of
“Jaina Kathayen" in order to benefit the Hindi knowing people.

Now the English edition of Jaina stories "Best Jain Stories” is
before us. This book consists of four stories --

(i) Golden Lotus at Every Step (Dharma : Epitom of Devotion)

(il) Women : Better than Men (Sati Sursundari)

(iii) The main stay of courage in the vessel of sorrows : Ratanpal and
Ratanavati)

(iv) The Best among the Sati : Anjana.

In the first story 'Victory of good over evil" has been shown.
Dhanna has been presented here as a man of character. He always excuses
his brothers and behaves with them quete lovingly though they misbehave
with him again and again. As a result of his sincere and sympathetic
attitude towards his brothers and good deeds Dhanna, in his next life
attains pleasures at every step. So the story teaches that a man should
always march on right path without noticing other's misdeeds.

In the second, third and fourth stories, respectively through the
loves of Sati Surasundari, Ratanavati and Anjana woman character has
been highlighted. Due to their sacrifice, discipline, submission, tolerance
and altruism women can be considered in no way, inferior to men.

These stories contain too much ethical and social values. Particularly,
the last three stories may be helpful to remove the male female social
difference coming from the ancient age in Indian society. Shri Surendra
Bothare, the english translator of this book deserves many congratulations
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for this painstaking work. The out look of this book is nice and printing

is clear.
Dr. Bashistha Narayan Sinha
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