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Jaina Campu Literature

Dr. Ashok Kumar Singh*

Campt is a kind of elaborate composition; the same subject
continued therein through alternations in prose and verse. According to
Dandi (7th cent. AD) Gadya-padyamayi kdcit campurityabhidhiyate
(Kavyadarsa 1, 31) and to Vi§vanatha (fl. 1300-1380 AD) Gadya-
padyamayam Kavyam Campdrityabhidhiyate (Sahitya-darpana 6,336).
Both emphasizing it as the mixed form of prose and poetry. Normally,
such a form would have mediated the transmission from the metrical
Kavya to the prose Kavya. But in fact, it arose after the prose Kavya. As
the latter approached more and more the ornate Kavya and began to
incorporate verses, a time came when the form gave up all pretense of
prose work with occasional verses and became one in which prose and
verse balanced in their proportions. Modern scholars like Krsna Caitanya
(20th cent.), the author of Sanskrit Poetics, opine that handled with
discrimination, the form would have had possibilities. For instance, prose
could be used for narrative stretches lacking heightening of emotion while
verse for the more lyrical and poetic sequences. But this possibility
generally escaped the notice of the Campii writers, often using both
mediums rather haphazardly. Consequently, the Campt lacked the force
and directness of prose and the heightened expressiveness of poetry. In
fact it is an innovation, requiring an cqual skill in prose and poetry
composition. Conversely, to some this craze for novelty has resulted only
in a kind of elaborate and highly artificial composition, the same subject
continued through alternations in prose and verse, therein. However,
Campii literature occupies an important place in Sanskrit literature.

In Sanskrit specimen are not rare, purposely mingling verses with
prose for serving this or that specific end. The novelty of the Campi
literature does lie in the fact that verses, here, have been brought forward,

*. Senior Lecturer, Parswanath Vidyapeecth.
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not for limited and particular purpose. But simply because the authors
wanted to have the same subject described in a random and haphazard way,
alternately and indifferently. In spite of not being held in very high esteem
by literary critics, this form of literature is very extensive and of variegated
nature, it has universal appeal to public sentiments. The Campits have been
composed on very worldly subjects like local legends, local deities,
common festivals, well-known personalities, and the like. The oldest
known extant Campt is Nalacampii or Damayanticampii (AD 915) of
Trivikrama Bhatta. In Jaina tradition, Yasastilakacampi (AD 959) of
Digambara Somaprabhastri is a good specimen of this genre.
Jivandharacampi of Hari$candra (10th cent. AD) is another Jaina Campt
of repute, depicting the life of the Jaina saint Jivandhara in 11 Lambhakas.
It is based on the Uttara- Purana (AD 850) of Gunabhadra. Probably, he
is identical with Digambara Jain Hariscandra, the author of
Dharmasarmabhyudaya. He is good imitator of great poets Magha and
Vakpati.

Scholars differ about the origin of the word Campii, some tracing
its origin in Sanskrit while some Kannada etymologists aver that it is
derived from the Kannada word ‘Chen’ meaning beautiful (Centum). The
interesting fact that authors of the earliest Campikavyas in Sanskrit- -
Nalacampii and Yasastilakacampii- hailed from Karnataka, have encouraged
some Kannada scholars to conclude that the Campt Kavya was first born
in Kannada and subsequently adopted by Sanskrit poets. Gunavarma I,
the Kannada poet flourished at the court of king Ereyappa (864-913 AD)
on whom Ganga king has conferred the title of Mahendrantaka, wrote the
Campii Kavyarit Harivansa and Sudraka, is probably the first Kannada poet
to compose the Campii Kivya. Both these works are not available today
but extracts from these both in verse and prose, have been included in latter
works. The mention of a number of works of earlier authors as composed
in both Gadya and Padya, in the earliest Kannada work available today
i.e. Kavirdja Marga on poetics (AD 850) is a proof that the Campit was
first written in Kannada and was subsequently adopted by Sanskrit poets.

The Campii is supposed to contain Asfadasa Varnanas (18
descriptions). Invariably, these are descriptions of oceans, mountains,
cities, marriage of the prince, the birth of a son to him, sunrise, seasons,
forests, aquatic sports, drink, desperations, union, consultation, gamble,
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travel war and victory. It starts with the invocations to the Istadeva of the
poet, followed by his homage to the earlier poets, the characteristics of
his Kavya, his genealogy, the main story and finally the beneficence, the
reading of his Kavya would bestow on its readers.

Campa treats of all the topics dealt within Gadyakavya and
Mahakavya, implying that the hero of a Camp@ must possess noble
qualities. A great degree of diversity is visible in the magnitude of the
Campu literature. Yasastilakacampi is one of the most voluminous of the
Campi works; comprising 10,000 Granthiagras while the Campis
Ritkmangadacarita; Tripuradahana etc. are the smallest ones, hardly
exceeding 30 Granthagras. Most of the Campus, however, lie between
these two extremes and consist of 700 to 1500 Granthagras.

Providing relief to the reader by means of the variety of expression
appears to be the main purpose behind the composition of Campis. In
fact, alteration of prose and verse must have been intended to provide a
sort of breathing time to the readers and this new fashion must have been
welcomed by them. The Campitt authors have-clearly stated this purpose.
Another purpose motivating the Campt authors was their desire to prove
that they could write both prose and verses with equal skills. Probably
due to modesty, most of the Campi authors have observed silence on this
point, except Annavarya (date unknown), the author of the Tattvagunadarsa
Campii, unequivocally expressing it.

In general, Ramayana, Mahabharat and Puranas are as usual main
source of the Campt writers. However, Jainas have taken their theme
from canons and other sacred books. Bulk of Campii is verse; prose is
comparatively less and the prose and verse are discriminately used. The
Campi ought to be necessarily divided into sections, called Stabaka,
Lambhaka, Pattala and Prastiva. The hero of a Campi may be a divine
being, a recluse or any person belonging to any of the four castes. The
main sentiment depicted is §_mgéra or S"énta, the other sentiments find
place casually. Contrary to the sentiment, in Campis of Vedic tradition,
being love and heroism, in Jaina Campas, the Santa or Sriigara is the chief
sentiment. The remaining sentiments may come in subordinate as occasions
arise, but never as principal. The style of Campt is generally elaborate
and artificial.
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In addition to the Yasastilakacampii of Somadevastri (AD 959),
Jivandharacampi of Hari$candra (10th cent. AD), Purudeva Campi of
Arhaddasa (12th cent. AD), Campiimandana etc. are other Jaina Campii
works in Sanskrit. Their counterparts in Kannada made its debut much
earlier. The opinion that Gunavarma I, the Kannada poet, flourished at
the court of King Ereyappa, wrote two Campta works Harivarisa and
Sudraka, is firmly rooted. Extracts from these, available in subsequent
anthologies and in works of grammars and poetics as illustrations, are
testimony of the existence of these two works, though not available today.
The first available Jaina Campu in Kannada is by Pampa, the most
outstanding and the father of Campt kavya in this language. His Adipurana
(AD 942) depicts the story of Adinatha or Purudeva, the first of the 24th
Tirthankaras. Santinathapurana of Ponna (936-969 AD) on the life of
16th Tirtharikara and Ajita Purana of Ranna (10th-11th cent.), the greatest
after Pampa, depicting the life of 2nd Tirthankara Ajitanatha, Mallinatha
Puranaby Nagacandra or Abhinava Pampa (1100-1126 AD), depicting the
life of 19th Tirthankara, Dharmamrta of Nayasena (1112 AD). Neminatha
Purana (c.1140 AD) of Karnaparyaya, depicting the story of 22nd
Tirthafikara. Dharmapariksa (c. 1160 AD) of Vrttavilasa, a Kanarese
version of Sanskrit work Dharmapariksd of Amitagati and Neminatha
Purana of Nemicandra (middle of the 12th cent.) flourished during the Vira
Ballala of Hoysal dynasty, YaSodharacarita (AD 1209) and Anantanatha
Purapa (AD 1230) of Janni, on the life of 14th Tirthafikara Anantanatha
and Punyasrava (AD 1331) of Nagaraja, were Jaina Campt works ending
with title Purana. The following is the details of the Jaina Campt works:

Yasastilakacampia (AD 959) by a Digambara Somadevasiiri or
Somaprabhasiri, grand pupil of Yasodeva of Gauda Sangha in 8 AcChvasas
(sections) in Sanskrit, is one of the two comparatively ancient Campus.
It is based on the famous Jaina legend of YaSodhara, the king of Avanti.
There are a few more works depicting the story of Yasodhara viz.
Yasodharacarita by Kanakasena Vadiraja and YaSodharacaritra by
Manikyasuri. It depicts the pathetic story of the prince Ya$odhara in
a realistic manner based on a domestic tragedy, around which is woven
a story of moral and religious edification. The central theme of this story
is the cunning devices of his queen, his death, repeated re-birth and final
conversion into Jaina faith, leading to Salvation. The tale begins with
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Maridatta, the ruler of the country Yaudheya with capital Rajpur, deciding
to offer his family goddess Candamari, a pair of all living beings, including
human beings. He is ready to sacrifice even an ascetic pair, a boy and
a girl, in fact the children of Maridatta’s own sister YaSomati. The
children were sent to the sight by a Jaina ascetic Sudatta, on purpose. The
children enjoyed rare gift of knowledge of the past births. On inquired
by the king Maridatta they narrate the story of King YasSodhara, lord of
Avanti, with his capital Ujjain, the cunning devices of his queen
Amrtamati, his conversion to Jaina religion and the death by the poisoning
the food by the queen of king and his mother. They narrate the account
of the fate of the mother, son and wife in later births. The wicked queen
repeats her evil deeds in her later births. At last, however, the cycle is
complete and the mother and son are reborn, with knowledge of the past
as the twin children of YaSomati and the sister of Maridatta. At the
instance of ascetic Sudatta, the king, along with the goddess and his
_people, adopt Jaina faith. The work composed in full Kavya style, displays
great erudition and linguistic attainments of its writer. Comm. (1) Pafjika
by Srideva, (2) Tiki by Srutasagar. Pub. The text with commentary of
Srutasagasiiri, ed. K.N. Sharma & Pt. Vasudeva Sharma, Kavyamala
Series No. 2, Nirnaya Sagar Press, Bombay Ed.2nd 1916, Two parts, //
Yasastilakacampimahakdvyam (Two Vols.) ed. & trans. (Hindi) Sundarlal
Sastri, Mahavira Jaina Text S.No.2, Varanasi, P. 35,431 and 48, 528, [Text
with commentary Ya$astilakadipika with Hindi trans. and appendices.]
Theses: YaSastilaka and Indian Culture by K.K.Handiqui, Jaina Sanskrti
Sanraksaka Sangh, Sholapur 1949, P. 540, [Deals with various aspects of
Jainism and Indian thought and Culture in10th cent. AD. as depicted in
this text.] // Yasastilkacampti Ka Sanskrtika Adhyayana by Dr. Gokul
Chand. Jain, Parshwanath Vidyasrama S. No10, Varanasi 1967, P.408 [A
research work in Hindi, containing 4 chapters, is divided into 24
Paricchedas (sections). Its chapters deal with the cultural data found in
the text under heads: Social life, Arts, Architecture and contemporary
Geography.]

Jivandhara Campil, by HariScandra (10th cent. AD), depicting the
story of Jivandhara in Sanskrit, is divided into 10 Lambhakas (sections).
It is based on the story, occurred in the 2nd part of the Uttarapurana of
Gunabhadra (9th cent. AD) There are more works depicting the story of
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Jivandhara viz. Gadyacintamani (prose), Ksatracidamani (poem) both by
Vadibhasingh (10th cent. AD) in Sanskrit and Jivakacintamapi of
Tirukkadeva (14th cent. AD) in Tamil. All these works have identical
theme. The story of the Jivandhara may be seen under Gadyacintamani
of Vadibhasithha. Pub. The text in Kavyambudhi, Bangalore 1893-96.
// The text ed. by T.S.Kuppusvami Sastri, Tanjore 1905, P.152, // the text,
Jianapitha Murtidevi Jaina Sanskrit Granthamala No. 18, Delhi 1958.
Mns. Arrah I. p.11, Sravanabelagola 199, 223, -

Purudeva Campii of Arhaddasa (12th cent. AD), the pupil of
Asadhara Pandita, describes, in 10 Stabakas, the life of Rsabhadeva, the
first Tirthafikara, in Sanskrit. This Campi is entirely free from the usual
tiresome description of seasons, sunset, moonrise, cities, gardens etc. The
plot is very complicated because of multitudes of births described; it is
very difficult to follow the story in the first three Stabakas. The first three
Stabakas inform about previous births of the persons related to Rsabhadeva.
The legend of Rsabhadeva is very popular in Jaina tradition. A number
of works are available pertaining to this theme. Pub. The text, Manek Jaina
Digambara Jaina Granthamala No.27, Bombay 1928. / The text with
Sanskrit and Hindi Comm. Jiianapitha Murtidevi Sanskrit Grantha S.No.41,
Delhi 1972. Mns. Arrah 1. p.20, Sravanabelagola 187, 230 (a).

Campii Mandana, by Mandana Kavi, depicts in 7 Patalas (sections)
the story of Neminatha, 22nd Jaina Tirthafikara. The first 3 sections depict
the story of Samudravijaya, his capital, wife Sridevi, the spring, moonrise,
sunrise, the summer, water- sports, etc. In 4th, the queen dreamt of a
Brahmin, giving three jewels to her. The dream was interpreted as
indicating the birth of a son and accordingly she gave birth to a son in
due time. The son was named Nemi and brought up and educated like
a prince. Krsna, hearing of Nemi, invited him to visit Dvaraka and
received him cordially. His marriage was fixed with princes Rajimati
the daughter of King Ugrasena. The famous episode of Nemi and
Rajimati is described in the work. Pub. The text, Hemacandra Granthamala
No.9, Patan 1918. Mns. Central Library, Baroda, Acc. N0.4354, Jaina
Granthavali. P. 329

Adipurana (AD 942), by the greatest Kannada poet Pampd, depicts
the story of Adinatha or Purudeva, the first of the 24th Tirthankaras.
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Adipurana is hagiological in nature, narrating the life of the first
Tirthafikara, presenting his previous re-births as well. It also contains the
life story of Bharate§vara. Jinasena’s Adipurana was the main source of
his work. Pampa followed this source closely in respect of the story and
order of narration but with his own original stamp. Jinasena’s work is
in verse whereas that of Pampa is in Campu form. The former is over
elaborate, the latter is comparatively short. Pampa has amply justified his
claim that one should look for religion and poetic charm together in his
Adipurana. Pampa was a unique poet, having a combination of Vedic and
Jaina cultures in him. He was born in Vengimandala in the South-east He
came of a well-known Vedic family but his father became a willing
convert to Jainism. Pampa also became a devout follower of Jaina religion
but he never lost his regard for Vedic culture. By dispassionate
comprehension of the essence of the two cultures, he gained a ripe
wisdom, which put him in tune with universal culture. ArikeSari of the
- Caulukya dynasty, the most famous among the feudatory princes, was his
patron and favourite hero. Pampa was the commander of his army. Mns.
Palm-leaf in Jaina Math, Moodabidri, S.No. 528

Santinathapurina of Ponna (936-969 AD) depicts the life of 16th
Tirthafikara. This work is preoccupied with an elaborate and intricate
account of the eleven previous births of Santinatha. Almost everywhere
the poet has used his source material for high-flown description and
sectarian education. There is not a single captivating situation or impressive
characters, like Adipurana. Ponna was the contemporary of Pampa, who
like Pampa’s father, was originally of Vengi and had come into the
Kanarese country after his conversion to the Jaina Faith. He wrote both
in Sanskrit and Kanarese, hence received the honored title of Ubhaya Kavi
Cakravartin (Imperial poet in both languages). This title was given to him
by his patron, the Rastrakita king, Krsnaraja (also called Akasavarsa and
Anupama), ruling at Manyakheta (939-968 AD). The poet’s fame chiefly
rests on his Santipurana. It was written at the suggestion of two brothers,
who became Generals under a succeeding king Tailapa, to commemorate
the attainment of Nirvana by their Guru, Jinacandradeva, He was also the
author of the Jinaksaramala, an acrostic poem in praise of the Jinas. Other
works attributed to him have not been recovered. Like Pampa and Ranna
he seems to have followed the earlier tradition of writing one secular and
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another religious work in Ramakathe or Bhuvanaiaramabhyudaya and
Santinatha, respectively. Ramakathe is not available.

Ajita Purana (993 AD) of Ranna (10th-11th cent.), the greatest after
Pampa, depicts the life of 2nd Tirthankara Ajitanath. It is characterized
by the absence of the Bhavavali (series of births tangle). Only one
previous birth of Ajitasvami has come in for treatment. Ranna concentrates
all his attention on the life of Ajitasvami from his entry into womb upto
his salvation along with the detailed description of five Kalkaska, i.e.
phases in his life according to Jaina tradition. As usual, there is not much
of a story interest or human touch in the narration. Everything is
extraordinary and marvelous. Ranna, the third member of the trio was
born in Jaina Family of Bangle makers in North Kamataka. He travelled
to Jaina centres of learning in South and mastered grammar and the
classics of the day. He came back to the land of his birth and became
the court poet of Satyasraya, the Western Caulukyan emperor. He wrote
Funder the patronage of two Western Caulukya kings, Tailapa (937-997
AD) and his successor (997-1008. He received various titles of honour
from them. The poet’s other work was Gadayuddha. He wrote Ajitapurana,
at the instance of Attimabbe, who was one of the most charitable women
of the day and won the title of Danacintamani. Mns. Palm-leaf in Jaina
Math, Moodabidri, S.No. 528. :

Mallinatha Puripa or -Pamparémziyapa by Nigacandra or Abhinava
Pampa or the second Pampa (1100-1126), depicts the life of 19th
Tirthankara. Divided into 14 cantos, its story begins with King Vaisravana,
enjoying worldly pleasures, being shocked to see a big banyan tree crash
struck by lightening. He realized the vanity of life and went to forest for
penance and became Ahmindra in heaven after death. In next birth born
as Mallindtha, he renounced the world at a very young age and attained
the stature of Tirthaiikara by observing penance.

In his work Nagacandra covers the thin bower of story with
creeper like descriptions and with a variegated portrayal of Bhoga
(enjoyment) and Tyaga (renunciation). Nagacandra lived towards the close
of the 11th centuryAD. Little is known of his personal history. Probably,
he was one of the group of poets at the court of the Ballala Rija, Bittideva,
the one who afterwards became a Vaisnava and took the name
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Visnuvardhana (1104-1141 AD). The poet wrote two works viz. Mallinatha
Purana and Ramacandracaritra Purdpa. Mns. Palm-leaf in Jaina Math,
Moodabidri, S.No. 247

Dharmamrtaby Nayasena (AD 1112) of Mulugunda in the Dharavada
District composed in Campii form it is a book on morals, depicting in easy
and pleasant style through 14 chapters on as many forms of virtues,
including courage, truthfulness, chastity, justice etc. It is a collection of
14 stories, emphasizing the significance of the Jaina vows. Considering
his skill as a storyteller in the popular vein, his sense of satire and
abundant use of popular idiom and adage, his work may be truly described
as a Jaina Purana meant for common man. Mns. Palm-leaf in Jaina Math,
Moodabidri, S.No. 63,64

Neminatha Purana, a Campt in Kannada of c. 1140 AD of
Karnaparyaya, depicting the story of 22nd Tirthafikara, it also includes the
-stories of Krsna, the Pandavas and the war of Mahabharat. Mns. Palm-
leaf in Jaina Math, Moodabidri, S.No. 63,64

Dharmapariksa (c. 1160 AD) a campi of the poet Vrttavilasa, it
is a Kanarese version of Sanskrit work Dharmapariksa of Amitagati (1014
AD). It depicts how two Ksatriya princes went to Varanasi and in
successive meetings with the Brahmanas there, exposed the vices of the
gods as related in the sacred books, e.g. It is shown therein that not one
of the gods is fit to be trusted with the care of a girl and the incredibility
is urged of such stories as that of Hanuman and his monkeys. Mns. Palm-
leaf in Jaina Math, Moodbidri S.No.76, 210, 271, 309,

Neminatha Purana of Nemicandra (middle of the 12th cent.) flourished
during the reign of Vira Ballala of Hoysal dynasty and that of King
Laksmanasena, the Silahara ruler of Kolhapur. It was at the suggestion
of Vira Ballala’s minister that he undertook to write the Neminathaurana.
As the poet died before its completion, it has become known as the Ardha
Nemi unfinished life of Nemi. It is a hagiology in Jaina tradition. Mns.
Palm-leaf in Jain Math, Moodbidri S.No.217 and 274.

Lilavati, also by Nemicandra in Kannada in Campi form, is a love
poem, inspired in its theme by the Sanskrit work Vasavadatta of Subandhu
(c.610 AD). According to KannadaTadapatriya Sici, it is the work of
Nemicandra Yati. The story is a very small peg, on which the poet hangs
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all manner of description, known to conventional poetry. Srrigara, according
to Nemicandra, is the only sentiment that deserves prominence and that
is what characterizes Lilavati. Lilavati tells how a Kadamba prince saw
in a dream a beautiful princess (the heroine) and she likewise dreamt of
him. They were unacquainted, but after mutual search and various
adventures were ultimately wedded. Mns. Palm-leaf in Jaina Math,
Moodbidri S.No. 84 and 838.

Anantanatha Purdna (AD 1230), by Janna in Kannada, depicts the
life of the 14th Tirthafikara. The poem has grown in bulk as a result of
lengthy description and elaboration of Jaina doctrine. The episode of
Canda, forming the part of this work is something like a counterpart of
the Amitagati episode in YaSodharacarita. Janna has made an original
contribution to Kannada poetry by his subtle handling of an aspect of
unconventional love. Janna was a man of varied gifts and considerable
munificence, being both court poet and minister at Ballala Court, and also
“the builder and beautifier of temples. He was honoured by his patron-king
with the title of Kavi Cakravartin (emperor among poets.) His other work
is YaSodharacarita in Kannada. Mns. Palm-leaf in Jaina Math, Moodbidri
S.No. 828.

Punyasrava by Nagaraja (c.1331 AD) written in Campn style
contains 52 tales of Puranic heroes, illustrative of the duties of a
householder, supposed to be the translation of a Sanskrit work. Mns.
Palm-leaf in Jaina Math, Moodbidri S.No.712.

Bibliography: Kapadia, H.R. Jaina Sanskrit Sahityano Itihasa, Vol.
2, Part 1, Mukti -Kamala -Jaina Mohana -Mala No.64, Baroda 1968. /
/ Dr. Chaudhary, Gulabchand, Jaina Sahitya Ka Brhada Itihasa Vol 6,
Parshwanath Vidyapeeth S.No. Varanasi 2nd Ed.1996// Shastri, Pt.
K.Bhujabala and Pillai T.P. Meenaksi Sundarm, Jaina Sahitya Ka Brhada
Itihasa, Vol .7 Parshwanath Vidyapeeth S.No. 24 Varanasi 1981/ Chief
Editor Amaresh Datt, Encyclopaedia Of Indiana Literature, Vol.1, Sahitya
Akademi, New Delhi 2nd Reprint Ed 1997.



Misunderstanding vis-a-vis
Understanding with reference to Jainism

Dr. Rajjan Kumar®

Jaina, one of the alive representatives of Sramanic tradition, is
an integral part of the composite culture of India, the other significant
one is Vedic tradition. Irrespective of this there are numerous
misunderstandings raised against Jainistic culture such as its antiquity
and religion, metaphysics and epistemology, ethics and conduct,
literature and language etc., each is a vast subject or rather consists
of a number of sub-misunderstandings.

1

The most serious and basic charges laid against Jainism are that
whether it is an independent religion with some requisite antiquity
or an offshoot of some other culture. In this purview many consider
that it is a branch of Vedic religion, some others take it to be an
offshoot of Buddhism; whereas many others are of the opinion that
Jainism arises as a reaction against the thoughts and practices of
Vedic sacredotalism. The extent of its misunderstandings about its
metaphysical and epinstemological standpoint can be indicated by the
view that has been advanced by many that its metaphysical and
epistemological position represents a kind of extension of ideas
explained earlier.

‘The misunderstanding about the nature of Jaina literatures and
languages can be judged by the opinion expressed by renowned
literary critics and linguistists that Jaina literatures and languages are
nothing but writings without any objectives. As for concern about
ethics and conduct of Jainas, the misunderstanding has been prevailed
and the opinions laid down are not rather different as expressed for
other aspects of Jainism.

*_ Reader : Dept. of Appiied Philosophy, MIJP Rohilkhand
University, Bareilly, U.P. a
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Perhaps, all these misunderstandings have no requisite base or
it may be considered that all these have been laid down due to being
unfamiliar with the religion, philosophy, ethics, literature and culture
etc. of Jainism. It is true that Jainism has its own culture with
antiquity, religion with bases, metaphysics with idea, epistemology
with logic, ethics with codes or rules, literature with objectives,
language with dialects as well as enormous number of technical
terms. All these have their own meanings. Here, it may be considered
that all these and many more misunderstandings regarding Jainism
make room due to wrong explanation of techmical terms, ideas,
concepts which Jainism have.

Jainism, again it is true, could not become worldwide religion
and philosophy because of its strict rules of religious practices, but
it is certain that the doctrines of Jainism are so scientific and rational,
that, if accepted in true sense, can solve all these so called
misunderstandings framed against Jainism. Further, it is true that the
followers of Jainadharma or faith are much less in number than those
of the other faiths but whosoever are the followers of Jainadharma
they are honourable citizens of India, or high ranking businessmen
and men of high thinking. And they are trying utmost to sort out all
these misunderstandings.

Il

Jainism is a religion propounded by a Jina. Jina is supreme
status, conqueror of the worldly passions by his own sternous efforts.
According to Jainism, Jina is not a supernatural being nor an
incarnation of an all powerful God. He is a simple man with stern
will power. Jainism, as a religion is nothing but a set of principles
preached by such persons i.e. Jinas. As we know that Jina was
previously a simple man and Jaina religion is known as a religion
of Jina! Hence, Jainism like Vedic religion, is not Apauruseya
religion, a religion propounded by a non-human being or based on
a sacred book of non-human origin. On the contrary, it is a religion
of purely human origin and it has emanated from the mouth of a
dignitary who has secured the omniscience and self-control by his
own personal efforts.2
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Though Jainism is not an Apauruseya religion, it claims as an
eternal religion. The traditions and the legendary accounts prove the
existence of Jainism as eternal. Jainism is revealed again and again
in cyclic period i.e. Utsarpini and Avasarpit_ﬁ.3 This time cycle goes
on endlessly and Tirthankaras or Jinas or seers are born at regular
intervals. They preach, practice and expound the eternal principles
of Jainism. But this claim of eternity would appear to be very
extravagent if we consider the fact that in our planet, the earliest man
of early palaeolithic culture lived in India some 200,000 years ago,
the period when man led the life of a savage.4 However, now, number
of scholars agree that Jainism has pre-Aryan roots in the cultural
history of India.

In the light of modern reasearches, there is a consensus that
Jainism is one of the oldest living religion of the world. The
Mohanjodaro culture, the Vedic literature and the pre-Mahavira
period exhibit remarkable traces of the existence of Jainism in this
country. As Dr. A.N. Upadhye remarked the origins of Jainism go
back to prehistoric times. He further says to take a practical view that
the Jaina Tirthankaras like Rsabhadeva, Neminatha, Par§vanatha,
Mahavira etc. have been some of the greatest mystics of the world.
It would be interesting to note that the details about Rsabhadeva given
in the Bhagavata Purina practically and fundamentally agree with
those recorded by Jaina tradition.”

Still there are some scholars who owing to mostly deep-rooted
prejudices and other sentimental reasons, persist in bel.eving and
asserting that Jainism in an offshoot of Brahmanism or that Jainas
are merely Hindu dissenters like the Buddhists even though their
religion is quite independent and much older than the latter. As it
would be clear from what has already been said, there are absolutely
no grounds for holding such an opinion. There are innumerable
references in the Brahmanic literature from the Vedas down to the
Puranas and medieval literature, to the Jainas, their religion, its
Tirthantkaras and even their doctrines, sometimes ridiculing and
denouncing them, and sometimes praising and applauding them,
while very often misunderstanding and misinterpreting them.

E
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In certain places, devotion to Jina or to a particular Tirthankara,
even to Jain ascetics, ranked much higher than all the religious
observances enjoined by the Srutis and Smrtis. In fact, there is
whatsoever no tangible evidence to show that Jainism branched off
from the Vedic religion or from any of its later developments, at such
and such time, nor there is any marked similarity between the
fundamental doctrines and essential features of the two systems which
might favour that possibility. Jainism with its the perfectly non-
violent creed, animistic belief, subtle and peculiar karma theory,
rejection of a creator and the creation theory, and the like, is not only
quite and original system but is also absolutely independent of all
other systems.

In its origin, Jainism is not only non-Aryan and pre-Aryan, in
the sense that these terms are now generally understood, but it is also
primitive and absolutely indigenous. Prof. Jacobi says, "In conclusion,
let me assert my conviction that Jainism is an original system quite
distinct and independent from all others; and that, therefore, it is of
great importance for the study of philosophical thought and religious
life in ancient India."® Dr. Radhakrishnan affirms that there is no
doubt that Jainism prevailed even before Vardhamana and Par§vanatha.
The Yajurveda mentions the names of three Tirthankaras-- Rsabha,
Ajitanatha and Aris;anemi.7

m

A dispassionate study of the history of Indian literature reveals
that the contributions of Jaina scholars to the development of
literature is enormous. The fact that Lord Mahavira preached in the
language of the masses seems to serve as a powerful inspiration to
his followers to adopt such languages for disseminating knowledze
and producing works of literary significance. It is on account of this
fact that Jainas have been able to enrich the literature of different
languages like Prakrta, Apabharams$a, Samskrta, Tamila, Kannada,
Gujarati, Rajasthani, Hindi and others.8 Besides writting in different
languages they have composed works on varied subjects.

So far as Jainas are concerned, their language of religion
remained Prakrta for a very long time. The entire early literature, both
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canonical and pro-canonical remained in Prakrta. But in due course,
they did not continue Prakrta for its literary purposes. They used local
languages where they settled and travelled. When they found that
Sariskrta became the language of learning and culture practically for
the entire country, they did not lag behind to cultivate it. Thus there
18 hardly any branch of Sarhskrta literature which is not enriched by
Jaina authors and teachers. They have composed grammars, lexicons,
and works on poetic and metrics, apart from composing elegant
Kavyas etc.

In the field of Nyaya literature, they had their colleagues in
Buddhist literature. And they followed in their footsteps, and produced
eminent Nyaya works either as commentaries or independent treatises
to expound Jaina principles in the perspective of contemporary
controversies. In due course they composed elaborate Puranas,

~ Kavyas in addition to logical treatises. The Praiqta languages and
literature were their speciality; and they did their best to cultivate the
same even in its changing phases like the Apabhram$a. Objectives
of Jainas were to convey religious principles and moral lessons to
the society at large. So they always preferred contemporary living
languages for this purpose. Apabhrams$a language helped them very
much for this purpose, and it is said that Jainas have carefully
preserved Apabhramsa literature, because it was as much important
and useful for their objective as Sarhskrta and Pra‘xkxjtzt9

Language is meant for communication and understanding and
Jainas have meaning for this value. In the Tamilnadu the Jaina
teachers and authors picked up the Tamil language and in Karnataka,
the Kannada language. Samskrta models were there before them. But
that was not enough. They understood the local genius, mastered the
surrounding conditions, absorbed the indigenous ideas and idioms,
and composed Muktakas and Kavyasin Tamil and Kannada. Rajasthan,
Gujarat, Maharastra are the prominent centre. of Jainism. The
contribution of Jaina writers in this direction enormous. They have
composed voluminous literature in Rajasthani, Gujarati, Marathi,
Hindi, of course the lucid language of India and Jainas contributed
very much in this direction.
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About the contribution of Jaina literature in the world of
knowledge, the great German Scholar Bihler sayslo-- "In grammar,
in astronomy as well as in all branches of belles letters the achievements
of Jainas have been so great that even their opponents have taken
notice of them and that some of their works are of importance for
European science even today. In the South where they have worked
among the Dravidian peoples, they have also promoted the
development of these languages. The Kanarese, Tamil, Telugu
literary languages rest on the foundations erected by the Jaina
Monks." It is well known fact that in addition to the literature written
by Jainas in the language of the masses, they also chose to write in
the language of intellectnals and that is none other than Sarhskrta.
The result is that they were able to produce literature of amazing
significance even in Samskrta language and could make salient
contributions to it.

v

Jainism has contributed a number of original ontological
concepts to enrich the philosophical thought of India. Similarly many
of its epistemological and ethical doctrines are also original ones. At
the same time it is observed that Jainism, no doubt, holds certain
principles in common with Hinduism, but this does not disprove the
independent origination and free development of the philosophy of
Jainas. If the Jaina philosophy has some similarities with other Indian
philosophical system, it has its own peculiarities as well. While
defining Reality the Jaina philosophers generally make no distinction
among sat, tattva, dravya, artha, padartha, tattavartha ctc. The other
Indian philosophers do not do so. The VaiSesika uses the term
‘padartha’ for dravya, gupa, karma, samanya, vi§esa and samavdya,
but the term ‘artha'is reserved only for the first three.!! The Naiyayika
calls the sixteen principles as sat.12 The Sarnkhya regards prakrti and
purusa as fattva.

Reality is defined by the Jaina as possessing origination, decay
and permanence or as having qualities and modes.!3 Origination and
decay are nothing but the changing modes. Permanence is the same
as the essential qualities. Thus, Reality is possessed of both change
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and permanence. Here, the charges framed, how the two contradictories
change and permanence live in one and the same thing? The Jaina
philosophers say that permanence is not to be understood as absolute
changelessness. Similarly, change is not to be taken as absolute
difference. Permanence means indestructibility of the essential nature
or quality of a substance. 14 Change defines origination and destruction
of different modes. Reality is transitory as well as permanent,
different as well as identical. No object can be absolutely destroyed,
nothing can be absolutely permanent. Parydyas (modes) change,
whereas the essential gupa (character) remain the same.

Our experience tells us that no object is absolutely identical.
We experience this also that the differences are not obsolutely
scattered. Jainism accepts this natural commonsense view and
maintains that the identity or permanence exists in the midst of all
the varying modes or differences. There is no reason to call in
question the reality of the changes or of the identity, as both are
perceived facts. Every entity is subject to change and maintains its
quality and identity throughout its career. Thus, Reality is a synthesis
of opposites--identity and difference, permanence and change.
Irrespective of other Indian philosophical thought Jainism says, a real
is neither a particularity nor a universality exclusively but a synthesis
which is different from both separately and jointly though embracing
them in its fold.!>

As we know that the Vedantins start with the premise that
Reality is one permanent universal conscious existence. The Vaibhasika
and the Sautrantika believe in atomic particulars and momentary
ideas, each being absolutely different from the rest and having
nothing underlying them to bind together. The Naiyayika and the
VaiSesika hold particularity and universality to be combined in an
individual, though they maintain that the two characters are different
and distinct. A Real, according to them, is an aggregate of the
universal, i.e. identity and the particular that is, difference, and not
a real synthesis. The Jaina differs from all these Indian philosophers
and holds that the universal and the particular are only distinguishable
traits in an object which is at once identical with and different from

PR
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both.

There are six ultimate substances or eternal Reals in the Jaina
metaphysicsl6 : 1. Jiva (Soul), 2. Pudgala (matter), 3. Dharma
(medium of motion), 4. Adharma (medium of rest), 5. Akasa (space)
and 6. Kala (Time). Out of these six reals Jiva is the only sentient
real while rest of the five are non-sentient. Further, it is also said that
among the six, the five are Astikdya and one falls under Anastikaya.
Astikdya means extendable while Anastikdya is not supposed to be
extended. Jiva, Pudgala, Dharma, Adharma and Akasa are astikaya
while time in included in Anastikdya. All these are unique one in the
history of Indian philosophy.

v

The nature of Reality in Jaina Philosophy is both permanence
and change. Truth has infinite aspects. It is of two types -- immediate
and mediate. Only an Omniscient observer can obtain the immediate
knowledge of an object in its totality. But an imperfect or an ordinary
man knows one or a few aspects, and possess partial knowledge. The
aim of Indian philosophers is to discard this partiality and attain
ominiscience, which is only possible for the complete destruction of
the causes of ajiiana or wrong knowledge or nescience. In view of
Jainism it is a process or spiritual development or forwarding to a
path of liberation.

It is well established fact that the early discussion on the Jaina
theory of knowledge is dominated with the same spirit. The path for
spiritual progress, aiming at the final goal of liberation is the central
tone of the Fsgamas.17 Knowledge in this period is not valued on the
merit of logical validity but as a means for the ethical progress. Jiana
(knowledge) is one of the constituents of the path of moksa, 18 and
the knowledge which does not help in achieving that goal is included
as ajiana or mithyajidana (perverted know]edg&).]9 The difference
between jAana and ajiana or mithy3jiidna is not objective but
subjective.zo The cognition of a samyagdrsti whether it is logically
correct or incorrect is always samyagjfiana. Similarly, the cognition
of mithyadrsti is always ajfidna or mithyajiana.
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It will be interesting to note that the Jaina theory of knowledge
passed through different stages of development. It is a story of the
progress of a thoughi. The Jaina theory of knowledge takes its birth
from the stray ideas in the Agamas. In that stage the development
is pure and unalloyed. It is observed that in the stage of Niryiktis
the idea of two fold division?! usurps in; which is an external
influence, yet the spirit of Agamas dominates. Then, we have
Anuyoga where the fivefold division of the Agamas goes into back
and the fourfold division of the Nyaya22 comes into prominence.
Umasvati reverts to the position of Niryiiktis and stresses upon the

twofold division,23 which was finally accepted.

In the case of subdivision of knowledge Umasviti takes all the
factors of subject, instrument, object and clarity into account.?4 Later
on the subject is dropped altogether. The clarity is confined to the
division of pratyaksa and paroksa only. The logicians take into
account the two factors of instrument and object only.25 Out of them
the latter is not so powerful as the former. Thus, the development of
the Jaina division of knowledge passes through various phases.
Sometimes, free from the external influence, then slightly mixed with
it then losing its originality into the latter, again establishing its
originality and then constructing a parallel system of logical
development.

The Jaina division of knowledge as has been stated above varies
according to the amount of external influence. The basis of division
also undergoes various changes accordingly. Lastly, the knowledge
in affixed in five types -- 1. Mati, 2. Sruta, 3. Avadhi, 4. Manahparyaa
and 5. Kevalajfiana. Out of the five types of knowledge the last three,
are related with pure intuition. They are attained as super-natural
powers and not through psychological process. The second of the
remaining two i.e. Sruta is limited to scriptures. It also does not
possess any importance as far as the psychology of knowledge is
concerned. It is Mati that covers the whole range of cognition as far
as modern psychology is concerned.

The entire process beginning with contiguity of senses and the
object, upto the subconscious impressions which are capable of rising
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again in the form of memory, are included into this type of
knowledge. All varieties of profone knowledge perceptual or
conceptual, termed and classified differently by different systems are
included in it. Further, it is placed that Mati is the knowledge of
objects, which are within the reach of senses. Sruta is the knowledge
of objects expressed in scriptures. Avadhi is the cognition of material
which are beyond the reach of senses. Manahparydya is that of the
mind and Kevala is that which apprehends all objects.

VI

Ethics is part and parcel of Jainism. Jaina ethics and ascetics
and their concept of code of conduct, are unique in the world of
religion. As it is established fact that ethics is the science of good
conduct and the end of ethics is the greatest good of the greatest
number.2% Jainas do stresses the very concept of ethics but in quite
different manner. People ignorant about this fact framed a charge
against the system of Jaina ethics to the effect that it fosters the self-
centred attitude, and does not take care of the society and therefore,
social element in Jaina ethics is not strong.27 It is true that the main
aim of Jainism is to attain freedom from the transmigration of soul
and the whole Jain ethics has been based on this foundation. All codes
of conduct are so designed as to secure the prime aim as early as
possible.

As there is no outside agency to help the individual in his efforts
to secure salvation, it is patural that more importance was given to
the individual. But this does not méan that Jaina ethics was confined
to individuals alone. On the contrary, the ethical code was evolved
for the whole society.28 Jaina ethics took pains to provide for the
welfare of both the society and the individual. It recognised the need
for taking care of the society, and also aspired to bring the highest
conceivable form of good within the individual's reach.2? The social
aspect of individual's life was never ignored. An individual was never
conceived as separated from the society and social life.30

The theory of karma is the keystone in the arch of Jaina
ideology. As the soul is regarded as the doer of actions, reaily the
soul is made responsible for all differences in people’s conditions. The
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soul has to enjoy the fruits of the karmas in the life or in subsequent
lives. There is no salvation until the soul stops the influx of karmas
and gets rid of existing karmas and this it will have to do by its own
delibrate efforts without expecting any help from an outside agency.
Dr. Krause rightly said that Jainism trains the individual to become

a true hero on the battlefield of self—conquest.31

There is no use in asking the favour of God or of his
representative because Jainism neither invests Gods with the power
of determining the consequences of the karmas nor bestows on them
the authority to forgive people from future consequences of past
' actions. Jainism denies both intermediation and forgiveness on the
part of God; of what we have done we must bear the consequences.
It is not fate, nor even predistination, but it is the ever continuous
balancing of the different accounts that we keep with the forces of
life.32 The karmas constitute the Karmic body; and it drags the soul
into various forms of existence till the karmic body bids good-bye
to the soul. This karma theory is an original and integral part of the
Jaina system.

As it lays full stress on individual action and completely denies
the existence of divine dispensation, it is clear that the ethics and
asceticism of the Jainas are the logical consequences of this theory
of karma.33 All the Tirtharikaras, whom the Jainas worship, did lead
a social life and did attain salvation at the end. This shows that social
life was never considered as an impediment to one's spiritual progress
if necessary precautions are taken as the Tirtharikaras did. These
precautions are included in vows and estabished separately for
householders and monks. For a householder it is twelve in number.
These vows play a good part in the life of a single Jaina as well as
that of the whole c01nmunity.34

The layman who adopts the twelve vows, or some of them, is
left ample freedom to fulfil all his worldly duties, and to remain in
fullest concordance with worldly propriety and etiquette even if he
happens to occupy any responsible post which requires energetic and
violent acting in the interest of the state.>® Jaina ethical rules are
meant for inen of all positions-- for king, warriors, traders, artisans,

-
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agriculturists, and indeed for men and women in every walk of life.
Do your duty and do it as humanely as.you can; this, in brief, is the
primary principle of Jainism.30 It is evident that social element in
Jaina ethics is not neglected, though it includes the negative as well
as positive rules of conduct. )

Further, it is noticed that these prescribed rules of conduct are
not limited for practising within the members of Jaina community.
Jaina ethics embraces not only followers of Jainism but in a true sense
all living beings. It is obvious that Jaina ethics tries to regulate the
mutual relations of human beings and for that purpose twelve vows
and ten meditations or reflections are laid-down.3” Among them the
five main vows are more important from the point of social relations.
It is connected from a detailed analysis of the five main vows that
Jaina ethics solves the individual problem of attaining spiritual merit
and at the same time shows the way of solving all outstanding social
and world problems.38

Jain ethics lays down very elaborate rules of conduct-both for
laymen and ascetics. Accordingly, the vows have been divided into
two categories : Apuvratas or small vows and Mahavratas or great
vows. The householders have to practise the former and the ascetics
the latter. Similar is the case with other observances. Moderation is
the keynote of householders' life and severity of sainty discipline. The
important hallmark of Jaina ethics is the fact that a graduated course
is prescribed with a view to make it possible for every person to
observe all rules of conduct by tolerably easy gradations.
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