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AR, SrHE SR TR we Yol & SR, IREH iR arreh anfg
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{. HSAFGUUET - FAR & g wefafSmrdt | 3w by #i
T P T8 Tl vl it Ay g giar 81 39 Uy  gfv e
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wq 2 3k 30 Wi dnee ¥ i faeeh &) &)

3. UEnfaRs - 98 wUhfE & a© & ¢ o gal e %
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aq T § 21 5WE Wi o 8

EECiin]

g WA RO & A TS F TG TS & TR T
Iat & iftrea I firgg oW A Q2w § F fEH B & o 3R
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TUTEAR A 7Y
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Hrgetar awggie, Jo ¥R ,
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TR Ffg e fftaw @ fafea S @ fo 30 9 § T See el
TIRY & T fAf I 99 aun s aE e & 3w
F g A & AT Aot 1 W fonfleor & 3R @ 9B @ ARE &1
A el B T R @ e 3 s weEl H o wR &
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forare Trae Qar 81 98 G WTHUS SAfeTd 8 33T @ S HidreTor
F WG F B AR ST F 3R T < &1 AP H foy A
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2 o 3% aIc Wl 9 ) &1 wE A & 2 W ok T @
TRE S M i Edmwidsifcme
I & TN S A G @ 0 R geq & s 81 9 & e
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THE CONCEPTION OF DEATH IN
BUDDHISM AND JAINISM

Dr. Pramod Kumar Singh*

Death has been variously conceived as the great equalizer, the
fountainhead of existential fear and also as the basis of rejuvenation.
The exploration of death-consciousness and its ontological
counterpart has to do justice to these apparently incoherent aspects.
Philosophers of these two philosophical traditions are in no hurry to
explain away this crucial experience. Both discover a new meaning
of this existential phenomenon. Death assumes a new significance
by being transferred into the threshold of a life of freedom and
beatitude. Thus, they reach the paradoxical position that death may
be preferable to life when an individual is capable of tearing asunder
the cobwebs and enter the realm of truth, freedom and illumination..

I

The Buddhist approach to death is unique in itself because
the Buddha did not accept the permanent existence of the Self. The
non-existence of self or Anatta is one of his most prominent
doctrines of Buddhism. Like the Greek philosopher Heracleitus,
the Buddha is a philosopher of change. Therefore, it is easy for him
to accept death as moment of change. The reality of change implies
the reality of time and death. We can contrast this philosophical
outlook with the philosophers of eternal or non-changing reality
like the Vedanta. Sarmkaracarya does not accept change as
characteristic of reality. Therefore, he relegates death to the world
of illuston. But for the Buddha, death belongs to the world of reality.

Butthe Buddhist positionis basically different fromthe Carvaka
position, which considers death as the final end of human existence.

* Former Post Doctoral Fellow, I.C.H.R., New Delhi.
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The former accepts the law of karman which links one life with another
life. Thus, in the Buddhist philosophy, death is a link between two
lives with the mediation of the law of Karma. A person is a peculiar
combination of a group of elements. When this group complex
disintegrates, death takes place. Therefore, death is a real event to
some extent. The Buddhist position is slightly inconsistent if we
consider the question of personal identity. If group A disintegrates,
then how can group B be responsible for the deeds of group A? The
candle analogy doesnot hold here because different candles burn with
their own fuel. We cannotimagine why the lightof candle "A" should
affect the light of candle "B". Thus Buddhist metaphysics ends with
silence. In fact, the Buddha had maintained silence about the ultimate
questions of metaphysics. In the Majjhima-nikaya (483-8), we find
‘the questions, which the Buddha refused to answer on the ground that
they do not bring about spiritual edification. For instance, the Buddha
avoided the question whether the saint exists after death and also
nirvana.Itis quite significant because the Buddha could have identified
the saint's death with his extinction. By avoiding any categorical
answer, the Buddha kept his distance from the materialistic school.
We read as follows in the Majjhima-nikaya:

"How is it, Gotama? Does Gotama hold that the saint both
exists and does not exist after death, and that this view alone is true,
and every other false?"

"Nay, Vaccha! I do not hold that the saint both exists and does
not exist after death, and that this view alone is true, and every other
false.”

"But how is it, Gotama? Does Gotama hold that the saint neither
exists nor does not exist after death, and that this view alone is true,
and every other false"?

"Nay, Vaccha! I do not hold that the saint neither exists nor
does not exist after death, and that this view alone is true, and every
other false.."!
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In the light of the doctrine of no soul (anatta) and the
metaphysical silence of the Buddha, the Buddhist doctrine of karma
appears to be very difficult to understand. If death is not the end of a
man, then how can the elements or dhamunas transmigrate? There is
nothing to be reborn because the human being is a momentary
combination of elements or dhammas, which possess no permanent
existence. The problem before us is: what is the essence of man,
which survives death? Karma or deeds or performances cannot
constitute a substantive reality.

Let us now turn to the other aspects of the Buddhist philosophy
of death. As a young prince, Guatama had encountered death at an
existential level. It was an existential experience, not an intellectual
problem before him. This experience of death had shaken him to the
backbone. His young mind realized for the first time that death is an
indispensable part of human existence. We know that this motivated
the prince to engage in philosophical reflections. Gautama gradually
became the Buddha after such existential experiences. Time and
change or what the existentialist philosophers called temporality
appear prominently as key problems in his consciousness. His
reaction to death is similar to what Yudhisthira had commented to
the sylvan god or the Yaksa. He commented that man forgets the
reality of death and therefore, he lives an inauthentic life. A§vaghosa
describes this encounter with death in his A Life of Buddha in the
following words: -

"Four persons passed by, carrying corpse; and the prince,
shuddering at the sight of a lifeless body, asked the charioteer, what
is this they carry? There are streamers and flower garlands; but the
men that follow are overwhelmed with grief!"

The charioteer replied: "This is a dead man; his body is stark:
his life is gone; his thoughts are still: his family and friends who
loved him now carry the corpse to grave.”
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And the prince was full of awe and terror: "Is this the only
dead man, he asked, or does the world contain other instances?”

With a heavy heart the charioteer replied: "All over the world
itis the same. He who begins the life must end it. There is no escape
from death”.

With bated breath and stammering accents the prince
exclaimed: "O worldly men! How fatal is your delusion! How fatal
is your delusion! Inevitably your body will crumble to dust, yet
carelessly unwittingly, ye live on."?

After getting enlightenment the Buddha did not give up his
concern for the problem of death. He taught his disciples not to shed
tears for diseased and death. In the mustard seed parable, the Buddha
had set fourth his conception of death and called upon his disciples
to face death as a fact of life. Gotami was full of grief after the death
of only son. She had approached the Buddha to revive the
consciousness of the dead child. ‘

The Buddha had asked her to bring a handful of mustard seeds
from a house where no one had lost a child, husband, wife or parent.
She had gone from house to house and discovered that every family
is afflicted with the grief for the death of a near and dear one. She
had realized that death is common to all and a person ought to seek
the path to immortality. She turned to Buddha for spiritual guidance.
The Buddha expounded the nature of human existence as full of
suffering, death and separation. The wise man maintains the peace
and tranquility of his rhind in the face of such afflictions. He teaches
that death is an inevitable event of life and it spares no body. Even
the most powerful human beings are mercilessly preyed upon by
death. Man is simply a combination and when a combination
disintegrates one must not lament. In the following words he
highlights a dimension of existence, which Martin Heidegger had
described as being towards death the Buddha says:
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"As ripe fruit are early in danger of falling, so mortals when
born are always in danger of death.

" As all earthen vessels made by the potter end in being broken,
so is the life of mortals.

"Both young and adult, both those who are fools and those who
are wise, all fall into the power of death; all are subject to death.

"So the world is afflicted with death and decay, there the wise
do not grieve, knowing the terms of the world.’

From the above sermon, it is clear that the Buddha accepts
temporality and finitude as the central characteristics of human
existence. The other systems of Indian philosophy confined changes
to the external and non-essential dimensions of human existence.
But as this sermon reveals, the Buddha ascribes much more reality
to death than the classical philosophers. But he does not corroborate
the materialistic approach to death.

We come across a discussion about eschatological matters in
the " Mahdparinibbana Sutta". There the Buddha presents his position
regarding death in philosophical terms. He points out that the
individuals in bondage have to go though suffering and death again
and again but liberated individuals are free from anxiety about death.
Speaking of hinrthe Buddha declares.

"Hell is destroyed for me, and rebirth as an animal, or a ghost,
or in any place of woe. I am converted; I am no longer liable to be
reborn in a state of suffering, and am assured of final salvation”.

Speaking of the advanced spiritual practitioners, the Buddha
declares that death is no longer a torment for them. Death gradually
loosens its grip over such enlightened persons and ultimately they
break out of the chains of death. He says: -

"Those who have died after the complete destruction of the
three bonds of lust, of covetousness and of the egotistical clinging
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to existence, need not fear the state after death. They will not be
reborn in a state of suffering; their minds will not continue as karma
of evil deeds or sin, but are assured of final salvation.

"When they die, nothing will remain of them but their good
thoughts, their righteous acts, and the bliss that proceeds from truth
and righteousness. As rivers must at last reach the distant main, so
their minds will be reborn in higher states of existence and continue
to be pressings on to their ultimate goal which is the ocean of truth,
the eternal peace of nirvapa.”

In the same "Mahaparinibbana Sutta", we observe Ananda
being afflicted with grief and anxiety regarding the approaching death
of his Master. The Buddha could understand Ananda's mental
condition and again characterizes death as the inevitable end of human
- existence. He presents death as a reality, which nobody can escape.
Even if there is rebirth, still death brings a particular combination of
elements to its ultimate end. From this point of view death is a reality
for the particular individual concerned. The following is the most
significant declaration of the Buddha regarding death:

“Have I not formerly declared to you that it is in very nature of
all compound things that they must be dissolved again? We must
separate ourselves from all things near and dear to us, and must
leave them. How then, Ananda, can it be possible for me to remain,
since everything that is born, or brought into being, and organized,
contains within itself the inherent necessity of dissolution? How,
then can it be possible that this body of mine should not be dissolved?
No such condition can exist! And this mortal existence, O Ananda,
has been relinquished, cast away, renounced, rejected and abandoned
by the Tathagata."¢

It was the Buddha's definite opinion that only the fools
conceived of the idea of self. The wise man finds no ground to build
up the concept of the self because he knows that all compounds are
dissolved in course of time. Even he did not claim any immortality
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for himself. It is the concept of self, which degrades an individual
by creating egoism in his heart. One is so pre-occupied with one’s
self that one forgets the truth. The self is the root cause of bondage.
It is just a name of a compound, which makes us anxious about our
survival after death only because we wrongly consider the self as
separate from the physical constituents.

I

The death of the body is a less significant phenomenon for
Jainism. In this context Jainism is closer to Hindu metaphysics of
the Samkhya and Vedanta persuasions. The Jaina metaphysical
scheme accepts a plurality of souls (jiva) and five categories of non-
living entities (ajiva) the eternal categories of ether (akasa), the means
of movement (dharma) and the means of rest (adharma), time (kala)
and matter (pudgala). Only Pudgala and Jiva are active, infinite and
constant in number. Mahavira held that not only the animals and
plants but also such entities as stones, rocks, running water and many
other natural objects have souls.

In itself the soul is omniscient, blissful and naturally bright.
The number of souls in the universe is infinite. The souls are
fundamentally equal but they differ owing to the adherence of matter
in the fine atomic form. Karma is a kind of subtle matter, which is
invisible to the human eye. As we know, this is a unique doctrine of
Jainism because the other systems consider karma as immaterial.
This karma is responsible for the bondage of the souls. The latter's
association with and dissociation from the karmic matter causes the
birth and death in a cycle of transmigration. The influx (a$arva) and
bondage (bandha) of karma into the soul causes the material
embodiment and death of the souls. Professor A.L. Basham presents
this doctrine in the following words:

"The naturally bright soul becomes dulled and clouded over
by karmic matter and thus acquires first a spiritual and then a material
body. The obfuscation of the soul is compared to the gradual clouding



The Conception of Death in Buddhism and Jainism : 133

of a bright oily surface by motes of dust. Karma adheres to the soul
as aresult of activity. Any and every activity induces karma of some
kind, but deeds of a cruel and selfish nature induce more, and more
durable karrna than others. The karma already acquired leads to the
acquisition of further karma, and thus the cycle of transmigration

continues in indefinitely".’

In Jainism, any one who has dissipated his all karmas can get
salvation. Like Hinduism and Buddhism it grants salvation for all.
Jainism does not consider a monastic life essential for the attainment
of salvation. Bharata was not a monk but he got liberated. Jainism
has got a certain code of conduct for monks ($ramanacara) as well
as lay devotees ($ravakacara). Monk's life consists of severe
discipline and austerity including fasting, self-mortification, study
and meditation. Such a rigorous ascetic life can rid a person from
the influx of new karmic matter (dravya karma) into the soul and
also the annihilation of the remnants of karmic matter. Jainism lays
more stress on the physical aspects of austerity while Buddhism
lays more stress on the volitional aspect.

Asceticism reached its climax in Jainism though it was merely
one aspect of Hindu austerity. Prof. Basham presents a glimpse of
Jaina penance for Nirvana as follows:

"The regimen of the Jaina monk was, and still is, strict in the
extreme. At his initiation his hair was not shaved, but pulled out by
the roots. He subjected himself to much hardships, such as meditating
in the full sunlight of the Indian summer, or maintaining as uneasy
posture for long periods on end, though Jainism did not permit the
more spectacular penance of some Hindu ascetics. The monk's frugal
meals were interrupted by numerous fasts, and many monks starved
themselves to death, following the example of Mahavira himself."*

The ultimate goal of such extreme asceticism was to getrid of
death or to remove an unwelcome adjunct to the true being of the
individual.
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Like the thinkers of the Upanisads and the Buddha, Mahavira
frequently cited the fact of death as an object of philosophical
reflection. Such reflection was supposed by him to lead a person to
detachment. The transitoriness of life is made evident by such
philosophical reflection. We realize that ahedonistic life is ultimately
futile. Wisdom is the result of such philosophical reflections.

In its essence, the Jaina approach to death is very close to the
Hindu approach as set forth especially in the Bhagavadgita. Both
these religions accept the duality between the soul and the body.
Therefore, they do not consider death as a momentous event of human
existence as the Existentialist thinkers like Martin Heidegger does.
Heidegger holds that man experiences dread (angst) when he reflects
on his own death. This dread or ahgst is an essential element of
human existence. This can be minimized by an authentic life, but it
can never be eliminated.’

Hinduism and Jainism hold just the reverse viewpoint. Lord
Krsna taught Arjuna not to grieve for the deaths of his near and dear
ones in the battle of Mahabharata. He gave the argument that it is
the body, which dies not the soul. And it is soul, which is the essence
of my existence, not the body. Then a wise man should never shed
tears over the death of his near and dear ones and, besides, he should
not fear death. This very position is held by the following verses of
the Digambara monk of the 4" century in his Istopadesa:

“Death is not for me, why then should I fear?
Disease is not for me, why then should I fear.
I am not a child, nor a youth, nor an old man.
All these states are only of my body.

The soul is one thing, matter another.

That is the quintessence of truth,

Whatever else may be said?

Is merely its elaboration.”?'°
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The idea of the pollution or contamination of the soulis found
in other religious philosophies too. But the Jaina doctrine gives a
material or literal interpretation to this concept of pollution. Being
contaminated by karma - matter, the soul becomes involved in the
cycle of transmigration or sarisara. It forgets its true nature as pure,
perfect and omniscient. Its search for truth is obscured by passions
(kasaya). Acarya Umasvati points out in his Tattvarthadhigama Siitra
as follows: -

"The causes of bondage are wrong belief, non-renunciation,
carelessness, passions, and union (yoga) of the soul with the mind,
body and speech”."! ’

During the long process of penance, the soul returns to itself.
The highest mental austerity consists of concentration. And the
highest concentration consists of the total absorption of the soul in
itself." '

Acarya Umasvati describes the state of liberation as complete
dissociation from all karmic matter and, hence, from the body. This
dissociation turns death into an insignificant event in the life of a
person. We can call it non-event from the point of view of the soul.
This is an objective approach to the problem of death. A wise man is
supposed to adopt this objective point of view. In the subjective
viewpoint, a person gets anxious about his individual death or the
loss of a particular body. From the objective point of view adopted
in Jainism and Hinduism, death belongs to the world of matter, hence,
to grieve for somebody's death or to fear one's own death is a mark
of ignorance.

The Jaina philosophy accepts fourteen stages on the path to
complete liberation (Gunasthanas). We need not elaborate all the
stages here; our main concern is with the final stage when the soul
gives up its association with the body and the cycle of birth and
death. Prof. T.G. Kalghatgi portrays the final stages as follows:
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"The final stage is the stage of absolute perfection, called 'ayoga
kevali’. Here all the remaining karmas are destroyed. The soul
prepares itself for the final stage first by stopping all the gross
activities of the body, mind and speech. Then the subtle activities
are stopped, like respirations, etc. Then it enters the stage of
‘Sukladhyana or pure concentration, which is infallible. The soul
has now attained the peaceful perfection. The influx of karma is
completely stopped and the soul is free from all karmic dust.”"

The conception of man in Jainism is fundamentally dualistic
in nature; hence death is treated as only a natural event like the
dropping of a ripe fruit or drop of rain. This leads the Jaina thinkers
to adopt an asceticistic attitude towards the human body. Nothing
that we gain through the body appears of any value to them, except
the mortification of the body in severe penance.

To conclude, it is Buddhism, which explores death both as a
subjective and objective phenomenon. The Buddha's awareness of
his own death had led him to call upon his followers to be lamps unto
themselves (atta deepo bhava). Being devoid of dualism, Buddhism
treats death as a significant phenomenon and draws lessons from its
inevitability. Death does not amount to a simple change of garment
nor a desirable event for the sake of a faster realization of liberation.
ABodhisattva irrthe Mahayana tradition prolongs his life to spiritually
elevate mankind spiritually. Death is non-event in Hinduism and
Jainism, but not so in Buddhism as it consists of the end of a particular
conglomeration. But Buddhismdoes not draw the logical implications
of this position by a sweeping stroke. If 'something’ transmigrates to
another body, then the Jaina and Hindu conceptions of death appear
more logical and systematic. Despite this inconsistency Buddhism is
closer to existentialism in its pre-occupation with the phenomenon of
death, with death as a primary and existential aspect of our being, not
a8 asecondary and transitory event. Such anapproachtodeathlogically
implied an ethics of compassion and service while attempting to rise
above the individualistic pre-occupation with one's own salvation.



The Conception of Death in Buddhism and Jainism : 137

Reference:

1.

S

g

10.
11.

12.

13.
14.

S. Radhakrishnan & C.A. Moore (ed.) A Source Book in
Indian Philosophy, New Jersey : Princeton University
Press, 1973, p. 289.

Paul Carus (ed), The Gospel of Buddha, New Delhi
National Book Trust, 1975, p. 14.

Ibid. p. 170-1.
Ibid. p. 182.
Ibid. p. 182.
Ibid. p. 191.

A.L. Basham, The Wonder that was India, Calcutta; Rupa
& Co, 1967, p. 293.

Ibid. p. 294.

Robert Solomon, From Rationalism to Existentialism,
New York, 1972,

p. 222.

A.L. Basham, The Wonder that was India, Calcutta; Rupa
& Co., 1967, p. 297.

S. Radhakrishnan & C.A. Moore (ed.) A Source Book in
Indian Philosophy, New Jersey : Princeton University
Press, 1973, p. 259.

Ibid. p. 260.

T.G. Kalghatgi, “Karma in Jaina Thought'. In S.S. Rama
Rao Pappu, (ed) The Dimensions of Karma, Delhi;
Chanakya Publications, 1987, p. 111. .

e



érama:,m, Vol. 57, No. 1
January-March 2006
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The term Sasanadevata in Jaina text is used for the Yaksa and
Yaksi attending upon each of the 24 Jinas as guardian deities
protecting the Sarigha and occupying a position subsidiary to their
respective Jinas. The Yaksas as Vyantara devatas are conceived in
Agamic literature both as benign and malefic deitics. As a benign
spirit Yaksas bestow happiness but with malefic character they may
bring about agony and disaster.

The Jaina Agamas particularly the Uttaradhyayana Siitra,
indicate that Yaksa concept was going through a transition. They
are referred to as using their specific powers in a benevolent way-
for the nobler cause of the society. The Yaksaraja later known as
Sarvanubhiiti and also Kubera has been considered as the presiding
spirit over wealth in Indian tradition. The Jaina who represents a
mercantile class especially endeared them to the yaksa cult and
appropriated them among the class of their highest divinities.
Yaksaraja by the 8"-9" Century A.D. was elevated to the position of
a Sasanadeva associated with Jina. Similarly the reference to
~Bahuputrika Yaksi in the Agama texts assumes a new dimension
and ultimately she too like Yaksardja occupied the position of a
Sasanadevi. It may be noted that these two (Sarvanubhiuti and
Ambika) were earliest of all the 24 Yaksa-YaksI pairs attending upon
the Jinas as the Sasanadevata. Their iconographic features i.e. money-
bag with Sarvanubhitti and the association of children with Ambika
* Reader, V.K.M. Degree College, Varanasi
* * Regional Cultural Officer, U.P. Govt. Allahabad
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were borrowed from early concept of Manibhadra Yaksa and
Bahuputrika Yaksi.

The early Jaina works of 6™ to 8" Century A.D. discuss the
iconographic features of Jaina Sasanadevatas such as Yaksaraja,
(Sarvanubhiti) Dharanendra, Ambika, Padmavati and Cakre§vari
who had been prevelant in some form or other in early tradition of
almost all the sects. However, the list of Yaksa-Yaksi pairs for all
the Jinas were finalized in both the Svetambara and Digambara
traditions during 8"-9"" Cent. A.D. while their detailed individual
iconographic features was enunciated in the texts around 10*-12%
Cent. A.D. '

In art, Sasanadevata were introduced around 6* Cent. A.D.
The earliest pair of Sarvanubhiiti and Ambika continued to be shown
“with almost all the Jinas at least up to 9" Cent. A.D.

After 9" Cent. gradual process of showing different Yaksa-
Yaksi pairs with the Jina was in vogue. Most of the Yaksa-Yaksi
pairs were usually shown with abhaya (or varad) mudra and a fruit
(or kalasa), which distinctly indicate the divine, and the bestowing
nature of Sasanadevatas.

The Jinas representing spiritual phenomenon sustained their
unceasing respect for austerity and renunciation while Sasanadevata
as the bestower of material abundance kept on changing their forms
particularly in art to suit the socio-religious obligations.

Around 11* Cent. fixed forms of the Yaksa and Yaksi were
visualized. The number of their hands increased and the attributes,
which were added, are in form of weapon of wars like mace, shield,
sword, spear, etc. This iconography development was obviously not
a sudden change but reflects the changing attitude of the society
and, also their requiremént. Interestingly, during the 11" Century
A.D. our country was facing foreign intruders who were particularly
aiming at ravaging our religious edifices. To combat the foreign
threat probably it become necessary to change the form of the deities
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to inspire and instigate the nerves of the people. Jains too kept
themselves well in tune with need of the time by encouraging the
worship of Sasanadevata holding different protecting weapons. We
feel beside the tantric element this point was also instrumental for
such iconographic development.

When the concept of Sasanadevata was introduced, they were
supposed to guard the Jina-Sarigha. They were appointed by Indra
to attend upon the Jina at Samvasaraga. The early pair of Yaksa and -
Yaksi used to show a money-bag and fruit or a bunch of mangoes
and child, which denote important symbolic meaning. A money-
bag represents "wealth" which had to play an important role in
worldly affairs especially for the propagation of Sarigha ideals and
maintaining a prosperous life. Similarly, fruit signifies the fulfillment
of desires. The depiction of Ambika with child showing continuity
of life was to attract the masses of the society who used to worship
her as "Mother Goddess" from the early centuries.

At the time of showing these semi-divine figures Jainas had no
definite planning in their mind. They kept on showing this early pair
without any notable development. However, around the 9* Century
A.D. at the Digambara sites an effort has been made to assimilate the
Svetambara Mahavidyas to the concept of Sasanadevata. The effort
is discerned at the Deogarh temple No. 12 where most of the Yaksis
are inscribed with the names of Mahavidyas. However, the names of
Y aksas in some cases were 'adopted from other cults as well, the best
example could be seen in assimilation of Gomukha, I§vara as Yaksas
of Rsabhanatha and Abinandananitha respectively. With such
changes Jainism seem to assume a new role, but they never overlooked
their basic tenets. Jinas were always accorded the highest position
even in the independent figures of Sasanadevata. Jinas were given a
position at the top of such figures, perhaps indication of paramount
spiritual lcvcl

The represcntatlon of Sasanadevatis seems to have given
through three different stages. In the first stage only Sarvanubhiiti
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and Ambika were shown as the common to all the Jina, which show
the early form of Yaksa-Yaksi pair. In the second stage the yaksa-
yaks1 pairs (usually different from the pair of the first stage) differ
slightly from case to case but fixed types were not created. There
was no visible connection between particular Jina and a particular
pair. Their representation may sometimes vary even in the images
of the same Jina. The third stage (C. 11" Cent. A.D.) witnessed
the theoretical sanction of the iconographic features of the
Sasanadevatas as envisaged in Jaina texts. But in art of all of them
never found representational prominence except Gomukha
CakreSvari, Sarvanubhtiti, Ambika, Dharanendra, Padmavati and
Matanga Siddhayika respectively the Sasnadevata of Rsabhanatha,
Neminatha, Par§vanatha and Mahavira. However, the variation in
the iconographic features of Sasanadevata reflects regional or local
tradition though fundamentally they agree with textual prescriptions.
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Seminar on Paiicagranthi Vyakarana of
Buddhisagara Siiri

The Paficagranthi Vyakarana of Buddhisagara Suri was
released by the noted scholar Dr. (Mrs.) Kapila Vats;fayan, Member,
Rajya Sabha, in a function held at India International Centre, New
Delhi on March 4, 2006. The author of this work, which is the only
available work of Sanskrit grammar written in metrical verses, was
" a$vetambara Jaina Acarya who flourished during 981-1025 A.D. It
has been published by Bhogilal Leherchand Institute of Indology
(BLID), Delhi. A special feature of the event was the felicitation of
Shri Pratap Bhogilal, the founder chairman of BLII.

Speaking as the Chief Guest of the function, Dr. (Mrs.) Kapila
Vatsyayah discussed how the vast commentarial literature of India
has an originality of its own in interpreting and reinterpreting the
text. She stressed upon the need of providing bridge between the
ancient and the modern. Dr. J.B. Shah, Director, L.D. Institute of
Indology, Ahmedabad praised the cffort and zeal of Pratapbhai in
furthering the cause of Indological studies, especially Jaina studies.

In the secorid session, a seminar was held on the Paficagranthi
Vyakarana. Dr. J.B. Shah talked in detail about the Jain tradition of
Vyakarna. He expressed the view that the work of Buddhisagara was
the basis for the composition of Siddha Haima Sabdanusasanawhich
is still being taught at many areas in Gujrat and Rajasthan. The editor
of the Paficagranthi, Prof. N.M. Kansara presented a summary of the
work. Prof. Vasudev Ghushe in his keynote address highlighted the
salient features of the editor's effort. Prof. Jaidev Jani compared the



qug : om, g b, 3F /SHEN-UE 008

work with Panini's grammar and showed how Buddhisagara has
presented many rules of Panini with greater b"revity. Dr. Lalit Kr.
Tripathi, Dr. Chandra Bhushan Jha and Dr. Ashok Kr. Singh also
presented their papers in the seminar. Dr. Jha felt the need for
composing a new grammar which would incorporate the best features
of different grammatical traditions.

Dr. Mithilesh Chaturvedi in his concluding remarks summed
up the conclusions of the seminar. Shri Deven Yashwant proposed a
vote of thanks at the end of the second session. The two sessions
were compared by Comm. S.K. Jain and Dr. Balaji Ganorkar.
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 ONLY NUWUD.

INTERNATIORALLY ACCLAIMED
Nuwud MDF is fast replacing ply, board and

wood in offices, homes & industry. As cellings,

DESIGNK FLEXIBILITY
flooring, furniture, movddings, pomelling, doors,

windows... an almost infinite variety of

VALUE FOR MONRZRY

- woodwork. So, if you bave woodwork in
mind, just think NUWUD MDF.
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