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3. Cf. 'Religious differences among people have been seen so severe that
most sanguinary battles have been fought on this account. Even now the
difference in the religious views is at the root of among other differences
in two men.' - H.S. Bhattacharya,' Anekdntavada (Shree Jaina, Atmanand
Sabha, Bhawnagar, 1953), p. 200 '

4. Cf. They were honest in their beliefs about a point in their religions, but
they omitted to consider that those who dissented from their views might
have been as sincere in their views as themselves. To arrive at the right
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decision about that religious point; they ought to have taken into consid-
eration the views of dissidenters also.' Ibid p. 189.
Cf. This view of God, Thus sets at rest all the contending theories of God
and the removal of differences in religious conceptions is one of the req-
uisites for securing the world peace.' Ibid, p. 201-2.
Acdranga, 1/2/3/63, Ed. Yuvacharya Mahaprjna, Jain Vishva Bharati
Ladnun, 1983, p. 105.

AT FWOR €, FE A @R
I FEUT 8%, eI €95 HAYON || INUSHITA, 4/33
“aerifrafaet YE©T ¥ wWagl
Fwifor SRt TwEa: | wrEgiar- 2L/%.
TR, TEH & Q.
R P M, ‘W g o mwae R dF S, awr,
gR9¥), 7. ¥33.
Cf. "It may thus be said that the Anckanta view is supremely necessary
for the solution of the burning problem of to-day viz the avoidence of the
impending world war. H.S. Bhattacharya, Anekantavada, p. 202.
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DRAVYA, GUNA AND PARYAYA IN
JAINA THOUGHT

Jayendra Soni *

It is generally agreed that the introduction of the term guna
(quality) is relatively later than the terms dravya (substance) and
paryaya (mode or modification) when philosophically discussing
the state in which a dravya is in a particular moment of its
existence.' Paryaya seems to have been used loosely and in a broad
sense to include what later was distinguished as the gupa of a
thing.” When and why exactly the term guna was specifically
introduced is difficult to assess conclusively but there is no doubt
that the term was clearly distinguished from paryaya at least by
the time of Kundakunda and Umasvati* who specifically deal with
all three terms in their works. One suggestion, however, is that this
‘‘seems to be a later innovation due to the influence which the
philosophy and terminology of Nyaya-VaiSesika gradually gained
over the scientific thoughts of the Hindus’’* and another that it
‘“‘must have come about from the spontaneous perception of an
obvious gap in the ontological picture of dravya’’>. The following
observation is also noteworthy in this context :

Gunas are a quite usual feature of the VaiSesika system; the
notion of paryaya is peculiarly Jaina, though seen in its popular
sensc in later Nyaya works. In early Jaina works, like those of
Kundakunda... the notion of gunas is very simple; gunas stand ...
for the essential differentia of a thing; but in many later works the
doctrine has been much more elaborated, possibly after the manner
of the Vaidesika system.®

* University of Marburg Germany.
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Although the real reason for the use of the term gupa may -
be a matter of speculation, it is nonetheless quite likely that its
introduction is due to both the reason given above, viz., for the
purposes of philosophical detail and clarification, as well due to
the influence of Nyaya-Vaifesika terminology in the context of
Indian thought as a whole. This paper attempts to deal with the
categories of dravya, guna and paryaya as they are used in selected
texts in order to see how the Jaina tradition, and particularly
Kundakunda, dealt with them.

Kundakunda’s starting point in the discussion on dravya,
guna and paryaya may be said to be related to the question
concerning what constitutes the objects of knowledge, which is the
subject matter of the second chapter entitled jieyatattvadhikara of
his Pravacanasara. In introducing this topic the commentator
" Amrtacandra says that Kundakunda ‘properly explains in it the
essential nature of dravya, gupa and paryaya of a padartha’’” In
common Jaina parlance padartha is a synonym for tattva and refers
to the seven basic truths or fundamental verities, which form the
basis of Jaina metaphysics.® Only the first two tattvas are also
called dravyas, namely entities or substances that exist eternally
and throughout maintain their dravyatva (substantiality). In the
very first gatha of this section Kundakunda introduces the theme,
which makes up the subject matter of most of the section, his
statement is quite clearly made;

arthah khalu dravyamayao dravyini gunatmakani bhanitani/
taistu punah paryayah..., Pravacanasidra (PrS)Tika II, 1.

The object of knowledge is made up of substances, which are
said to be characterized by qualities, and with which, moreover,
are (associated) the modifications.

Thus it is clear that Kundakunda recognizes the categories
dravya, gupa and paryaya. By way of giving a definition of dravya
he says :
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aparityakta-svabhavenotpada-vyaya-dhruvatva-samyuktam/
gunavacca sa-paryaya yattadravyamiti bruvanti//PrS Tika II, 3

That is called a substance which is endowed with qualities
and accompanied by modifications and which is coupled with
origination, destruction and permanence without leaving its nature
(of existence).’

This gatha is a summary statement of three characteristics of
dravya, namely, that it is inextricably associated with gupa and
paryaya, that it retains its dravyatva despite the changes it appar-
ently undergoes and, thereby, that it is existent or that it exists. The
inseparability of these three terms is explicitly stated in PrS7Tika
II, 18; Nasti guna iti va kascit paryaya itiha ya vina dravyam,
‘“There is nothing as a quality nor as a modification in the absence
of a substance.”” That they are nonetheless distinct aspects is
clearly asserted when Kundakunda says (PrS7ika ii, 16) :

Yyaddravyam tanna guno yo’pi gunah sa na tattvamarthat /

esa hyatadbhavo naiva abhava iti nirdistah//

‘Really speaking what is substance is not quality, nor what
is quality is substance; this is a case of non-identity and not of
absolute negation’’. Although paryaya is not mentioned here
specifically it may be assumed that it is also a distinct aspect that
applies in the context under discussion here. It is significant to note
also that the distinctness of the terms does not imply that they are
exclusive of each other; hence one can speak of them as being
inseparable.

The fundamental category that is the basis of the discussion
at hand is dravya and what this category entails is stated in PrS Tika
11, 35;

dravyam javo’jvo jivah punas-cetanopayoga-mayah/

pudgala-dravya-pramukho’cetano bhavati ca-ajivah//

Substance comprises jiva, the sentient principle, and ajiva,
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the non-sentient principle; jiva is constituted of sentiency and
manifestation of consciousness; ajiva is insentient, and the fore-
most of this class is matter.!

The classification of dravya into two kinds, jiva and ajiva is
a basic tenet of Jaina ontology. Moreover, ajiva is a general term
under which five further dravyas are referred to : pudgala, dharma,
adharma, aka$a and kala. Since jiva is the only sentient principle
among the dravyas, it alone can ‘know’ the others. Kundakunda
specifically mentions pudgala as the foremost among the ajiva-
dravyas, indicating perhaps that it deserves to be neted in connec-
tion with guna and paryaya. In any case, pudgala-dravya features
as one of the most important ontological categories insofar as it
is pudgala that becomes transformed into karman which hinders,
restricts or distorts the manifestation or operation (upayoga) of
‘consciousness intrinsic to the nature o jiva, One can ask in this
context whether there is an implicit distinction between the
intrinsic or essential nature (svabhdva) of a dravya and its guna
(and paryaya). This point will be taken up below.

The question of the permanent and eternal existence of dravya
is of fundamental significance to its essential nature, despite its
apparent change and destruction. In fact, origination, permanence
and destruction of a particular dravya can only take place in the
context of a particular dravya itself, paradoxical as this may sound.
In Kundakunda’s own words :

na bhavo bhanga-hino bharigo va nasti sambhava-vihinal/

utpado’pi ca bharigo na vina dhrauvyena-arthena //
PrSTika II, 8

There can be no origination without destruction, nor is there

destruction without origination; origination and destruction are not
possible in the absence of permanent substantiality.

The key to understanding the occurrence of change on the
basis of substantiality is the recognition of the distinction between
paryaya and dravya, which together with gupa are inextricablv
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linked together, as seen above. In other words, the paryaya of a
dravya (which functions as a substrate for modifications) in no way
alters the dravyatva of a dravya - destruction, permanence and
origination have to be seen as paryayas which occur within a
dravya. This seems to be the import of Kundakunda’s statement
when he says :

utpada-sthiti-bhariga vidyante paryayesu paryayah/

dravyam hi santi niyatam tasmad-dravyam bhavati sarvam//

PeSTika II, 9
Origination, permanence and destruction take place in modi-

fications; modifications are (possible) necessarily in a substance,
therefore, the substance forms the base of them all.

This point raises questions about the relation and interrelation
between dravya and paryaya. In Kundakunda’s words :

£ ]

svabhave dravyam dravya-artha-paryaya-arthabhyam/

sad-asad-bhava-nibaddham pradurbhavam sada labhate//

PrSTika II, 19

The substance forever retains its position its own nature, as
endowed with positive and negative conditions according to as it
is looked at from the substantial and the modificational view-
points.'! -

Two gathas, PrS Tika II, 22-23, elaborate this point which
rests on the famous nayavada, the theory of perspectives which has
become the hallmark of Jainism :

dravyarthikena sarvam dravyam tat-paryayarthikena punalh/

bhavati ca-anyad-ananyat tat-kale tan-mayatvat//

asti-fti ca nasti-iti ca bhavatyavaktavyam-iti punardravyam/

paryayena tu kena-api tad-ubhayam-adistam-anyadva//

All substances are non-different from the substantial view-

“point, but again they are different from the modificational view-
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point, because of the individual modification pervading it for the”
time being.

According to some modification or the other it is stated that
a substance exists, does not exist, is indescribable, is both or
otherwise.

The distinction between dravya and paryiya depends on the
standpoint from which one approaches the question and although
Kundakunda refers only to these two categories one has to keep
in mind PrS 11, 3 above where it is clearly stated that guna too is
inextricably associated with dravya. Guna is perhaps to be under-
stood as an intermediary category which gives a substance the
quality that enables it to become modified without the loose of
substantiality. Thus, the perspective from which one approaches
the subject is particularly important so as not to make
Kundakunda’s fine distinction found absurd or contradictory. In
characterising a thing one has to grant that if it can change its form
then its substantiality is not in any way diminished, since what it
changes into is dlso described as being a substance essentially
identical with the ‘original’ substance. When one, on the other
hand, considers a substance only from the standpoint of the
modifications, it undergoes then there can be total difference
between its different states, i.e., before and after the modification.
The theory of perspectives, nayavida, with its corollary syadvada
or saptabharigi-naya, is a highly developed theory in Jainism
through which an absolutistic position is sought to be logically
avoided. Kundakunda does not deal with this theory in detail here
but he acknowledges its validity only by pointing out that a
substance can be said to change or not, depending on the standpoint
from which such statements are made. -

The notion of guna is described as a characteristic sign or
mark (lirga) of a dravya : ‘‘The characteristics by which the
sentient and non-sentient substances are recognised are known as
the special qualities called mirta and amirta, concrete and non-
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concrete’’.

lingair yair dravyam jivo’jivas-ca bhavati vijiatam /

te’ tad-bhavavisista mirta-amiirta guna jiieya // Prs. Tikall, 38).
This gatha gives the impression that the liriga of a dravya is

synonymous with its guna, even though it is described as a visista-

guna. Unfortunately Kundakunda does not clearly distinguish these

two in the context of dravya and the question remains whether, on
the other hand, liriga and paryadya are identical."

In gathas 11, 40-42 the two forms of guna given above are
described. The classification of gupa into miirta and amiirta types
does not depend on whether the dravya is jiva or ajiva (sentience
alongis the criterion for this division) but rather on whether they
are émpirical, i.e., pudgalaor not. The miirta-gunas are enumerated
in 11, 40; ““Colour taste, smell and touch are found in matter from
the finer molecules to the gross earth; and sound is material and
of various kinds’’.

varna-rasa-gandha-spar$a vidyante pudgalasya siiksmatvat/
prthivi-paryantasya ca §abdah sa pudgala$-citrah //
PrSTikall, 40.

The amirta-gunas are given in the next two githas : ‘‘The
peculiar prof)erty of Akasa is to give room; of the Dharma-
substance, to be a cause of movement; of Adharma, to be a cause
of stationariness; of Kala, to mark the continuity; of soul, the
manifestation of consciousness; these are to be known, in short,
the peculiar characteristics of non-concrete substances’’

akasasya-avagaho dharma-dravyasya gamana-hetutvam/
dharmetaradravyasya tu gupah punah sthiana-kdranatd //
kalasya vartana syat guna upayoga iti atmano bhanitah /
Jiieya sanksepad guna hi mirti-prahipanam // PrS 11, 41-42).3
The concept of dravya as represented by Kundakunda is in
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keeping with the consistent Jaina attempt to avoid an absolutistic
stand : a dravyais a permanently existing reality insofar as it cannot
be destroyed. However, it is not like an Advaitin’s eternally
existing brahman or atman insofar as, in the Jaina view, a dravya
is also said to undergo change, as seen above. On the other hand,
the change that a dravya is capable of undergoing is also not
absolutised and from this standpoint the Jaina view avoids the
Buddhist notion of eternal change embodied in Ksanikavada.
Upadhye summarizes the Jaina view of substance succinctly and
compares it with the Nyaya view : ‘‘The substances are not
immutable but subjected to constant changes in their qualities and
modifications with which they are endowed. A substance divested
of qualities and modifications is merely an abstraction, simply a
void, and as such is not accepted in Jainism. The Nyaya school,
however, accepts that the substances, just at the moment of their
creation, are devoid of qualities which come to be intimately
related with them only later. Substance is the substratum of
qualities and modifications; and the intelligibility of a substance
depends on its qualities and modifications, because they are .its
determinants. The relation between these three is that of non-
separaieness because they subsist in the same spatial existence, and

of non-identity because one is not the other’’.!t

By virtue of its intrinsic nature a substance (dravya) possesses
a quality (gupa) which expresses itself in a particular mode
(paryaya). It is in this sense that the permanent substance can
change. The Jainas do not take the further step and talk of a
substance per se. This would be unintelligible in an absolute sense.
Besides, how can one talk of a substance without at the same time
referring to the qualities and modes through which one recognizes
it? Further, no outside intervention needs to be acknowledged to
account for a substance taking on a particular mode- it can change
by virtue of its intrinsic nature to be able to do so.

The question of the intrinsic nature or svabhava of a dravya



Davya, Guna and Paryaya in Jaina Thought : 165

" takes on a particular significance in the context of Jiva-dravya,
which is the only sentient principle in Jaina ontology. It was asked
above whether there is an implicit distinction between the svabhiva
of a dravya and its guna and paryaya. Two gathas need to be quoted
here in order to give the context in which Kundakunda uses the
term svabhdva, before proceeding with the discussion in the
context of jiva-dravya :

Jayate naiva na nasyati ksapa-bharigasamudbhave Jane kascit /
Yo hi bhavah sa vilayah sambhavavilayaviti tau nana //

‘In this world, in which modifications originate and pass
away at every moment, nothing is absolutely produced or de-
stroyed; what is production of one modification is the destruction
of another; and thus origination and destruction are different’’.

tasmattu nastr kascit svabhava-samavasthita iti samsare /
samsaral punah kriya sasarato dravyasya //

““In this world, therefore, there is nothing as such absolutely
established in its nature; after all mundane existence is (only) an
activity of the soul-substance which is moving (in four grades of
existence)’” (PrS Tika II, 27-28).

The crucial ‘statement here is that in the world “‘there is
nothing as such which is absolutely established in its nature’’. In
the context of the point under discussion it means that the Jivacan
never be as itself because if it is in the world it is always tainted
by karman. Kundakunda’s description of the Jjivais :

arasam arupam agandham avyaktam cetana-agupamasabdam /

Janihy-alinga-grahaparn javam anirdista-samsthanam //

*“ Know that the (pure) soul is without (the qualities of ) taste,
colour, smell, touch and sound,; it is sentient; it is beyond inferential
mark; and it has no definite shape’” (PrS II, 80). This obviously
refers to the svabhava of jiva although the gatha does not explicitly

state it. The distinction then between the svabhava of a dravya and
its guna and parydya seems to be that the svabhidva of a dravya
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serves as a definition, i.e., it gives the exact meaning which may
be applied to a dravya, it says what it is. Guna and paryaya, on
the other hand, explain how it is possible to account for the change
a dravya may undergo without losing its essential nature, its
svabhava- without knowing the svabhiva the significance of guna
and paryaya to account for the change in a dravya would be
reduced. Further, svabhava can stand alone whereas gupa and
parydya mutually refer to each other.

The gatha quoted above raises a problem : if, as it says, the
Jiva is without a Iiriga, then it seems to contradict what was siated
in PrS 11, 38 above (p. 79), viz, that lirigais the special gunathrough
which jiva and ajiva dravyas are recognized.

This apparent contradiction can perhaps be obviated by
. clarifying the standpoint from which these statements are made :
recognition is a faculty that takes place in the world, i.e., it is a
manifestation of sentience albeit under the influence of matter,
since jiva is under the influence of pudgala-dravya transformed as
karman which has the effect of restricting the manifestation of the
intrinsic nature of the jiva. It is in this sense that the jiva can be
understood as not being established in its nature. The intrinsic
nature of the jiva can only be grasped when the karman veiling
its authentic manifestation has been cleared. However, even under
the influence of karman sentience (Jivatva), is manifested and the
operation of consciousness in the form, e.g., of recognition, is a
sign of its existence. Hence, on the one hand, the jivais recognized
in the world through its characteristic signs of sentience and, on
the other hand, in the realm without the influence of karman, i.c.,
in the realm where the ajiva-dravyas no longer hinder the mani-
festation of consciousness, jiva must be spoken of as a dravya
which cannot be recognized through characteristic signs or lirigas
which apply to the realm associated with ajiva.

The Jaina scriptures enumerate two operations (upayogas)
which are described as two distinct gunas of the jiva, and these
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~ are called dar§ana and jiana. A full discussion of upayogas in
Jainism and the different views concerning them can be the subject
matter of a detailed study in itself. Only some important points will
be touched upon here. Darsana is described as indeterminate
intuition (nirakara upayoga) and jiiana as determinate knowledge
(sakara upayoga). ‘ ‘The two operate always in succession (krama),
with dars$ana first, for all acts of cognition in the mundane state’’.'
The question which has transformed this point into a problem is
whether dar§ana and jfiana maintain their distinctness in the state
of omniscience. In other words, how is the unity of jiva-dravya to
be understood when the jiva has attained its perfected and natural
state? It is interesting to briefly compare Kundakunda’s view with
that of Siddhasena Divakara whose standpoint to the problem is

evidently quite different.

Kundakunda, as seen above, accepts the bhedavida view,
viz., that the guna and paryaya of a dravya are distinct entities.
Further, guna is embedded in a dravya and it is called sahabhavi,
intrinsic to and acknowledged simultaneously with a dravya. A
parydya is a feature manifesting itself in a dravya for a time and
changing into another paryaya at some other time. In this sense
paryaya is a relatively extrinsic feature and is called kramabhavi
or successive. Jiana and darSana are gunas of the jiva and in the
pertect state of omniscience these must also function as separate
operations without the jiva losing its identity. But if, as state above,
dar$ana and jiiana operate successively, then it would mean that
the omniscient one (by which is meant the Jina) would always be
deprived of one or the other of these qualities, even though both
qualities are in a perfected, unhindered condition. Kundakunda’s
solution to the problem is that although these operations function
successively in the mundane or vyavahdrika state, in the state of
omniscience they operate simultaneously (yugapat). Kundakunda’s
bhedavada is generally supported by Umasvati, Piijyapada and
Vidyananda and represents the Digambara view on the matter.
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Siddhasena Divakara (c. 500 A.D.), on the other hand, in his-
Sanmatitarkaprakarapa (111, 8-14), maintains the abhedavada view,
viz., that the guna and paryaya of a dravya are not different because
they are synonyms (tulyartha). Either of these terms may be
employed when referring to the change a dravya undergoes and in
III, 10 he relies on $ruti for his standpoint. He says that scripture
refers only to dravyarthika-naya and paryayarthika-naya and that
Lord Mahavira does not mention gupdrthika-naya as a separate
feature associated with a dravya. This means that gupa has to be
understood in the sense of paryaya. Further, there is no need to
consider gupa as a separate aspect that has an independent status
because when one speaks of a dravya the qualities or gunas are
automatically included. In the state of omniscience, then, dar$ana
and jfiana are not separate operations, they are no longer the distinct
features they were in the mundane realm. In other words, they are
qualities intrinsic to jiva and when it achieves omniscience the jiva
abides in itself in a perfected state.

Upadhye'® thinks that Siddhasena Divarkara’s standpoint is
apparently directed against the Nyaya-Vaisesika and includes Jaina
authors like Kundakunda and Umasviti only in the context of
dravya and paryaya. He thinks that Siddhasena has confused the
Nyaya-VaiSesika and Kundakunda positions. He evidently sup-
ports Kundakunda and so tries to explain away Siddhasena’s
objections. His arguments distinguishing Kundakunda’s position
with regard to gupa from that of Nyaya-Vai$esika may be men-
tioned here in order to understand better the Jaina view. According
to Kundakunda a gupa is a essential differentia of a substance
(dravya) and a substance without a gupa has no existence; the
relation between gupa and dravya is that of difference-in-congru-
ency. According to the Nyaya school, however, a substance in the
first moment of its creation is without qualities, and only in the
next moment does it come to be intimately united with them.
Secondly, many of the Nyaya-VaiSesika gunas like Sabda, etc. are
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no more gupas according to Jainism, but merely forms of matter.
Lastly, the qualitative difference in atoms corresponding to air, fire,
water and earth as accepted by Vaisesika is not possible according
to Jainism.

After distinguishing the two views Upadhye goes on to clarify
Kundakunda’s position and to consider Siddhasena’s view. He first
illustrates Kundakunda’s distinction between gupa and paryaya :
if one considers a golden pot and an earthen pot, then the paryaya,
pot, is the same but the gunas or qualities of gold and earth are
not the same. Moreover, if one considers a golden ring and a golden
bangle then the qualities with the substratum gold are the same but
the paryayas are different. Siddhasena’s argument against this is
that if the guna and paryaya of a dravya are indeed different then
why do the scriptures not mention guparthika-naya ? By way of
answering this objection Upédhye gives a lucid summary of the
problem at hand.

He says : the paryaya is an external imposition, it may be of
manifold kinds, the same paryaya may be possible on different
substance-grounds, the same substance may be subjected to differ-
ent paryayas at different times; and, the paryaya is not essentially
inherent in the very nature of the substance (in the sense in which
a guna is). The only relation between a dravya and a paryaya is
that a dravya cannot be imagined without one or the other paryaya.
Paryaya stands for the fluctuating aspect of substances and qualities
and requires to be stated when anything about a substance is to be
said, hence, the necessity of paryayarthika-naya. As distinguished
from this, the dravyarthika-naya is directed not towards the
fluctuating aspect of a thing but to the permanent aspect of it,
namely to the substance with qualities. A guna cannot be perceived
anywhere else than in a substance, and a substance cannot be
conceived without a guna. Since the gupas are embedded in and
coeval with a substance there is not need for a gunarthika-naya.
This would be necessary, Upadhye points out, if the Jainas like the
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Naiyayikas admitted the possibility of substance without gunas at
least for a while.

In conclusion Upadhye makes a textual reference in order
finally to explain away Siddhasena’s objection. Colour, taste, smell
and touch are the qualities of matter or pudgala and being inherent
and essential characteristics of matter they continue to remain even
up to the stage of primary atoms. But qualities too have their
parydyas or modes : colour as a quality has the five modifications
black, blue, yellow, white and red.'” So the phrase vanpapajjavehim
(Bhagavatisiitra 4m,513) means ‘‘by the modifications of colour’’
and there is no implication here at all that the colour is a parydya.
If the word were to be taken as Karmadharaya compound then the
plural loses its force, vanpa as a quality being only one. The
conclusion he thus comes to is that it is justified to draw the
distinction between guna and parydya. And then he add : moreover
we do find passages in the Svetambara canon itself where the guna
and paryaya of a dravya are distinguished, namely in
Uttarddhyayanasitra 28, 6.

In Jainism the discussion on dravya, gupa and paryaya has
been an ongoing one and what has been touched upon here are the
basic points of the problem with special reference to Kundakunda.

NOTES

1. This is generally true even though perhaps the first canonical reference to
these terms is in Uttaradhyayanasitra 28, 5-6 (reference from A.N.
Upadhye’s Introduction : Sri Kundakundicarya’s Pravacanasara, Agas :
The Parama-Sruta-Prabhivaka Mandal, Shrimad Rajachandra Ashrama,
1984, p. 65). These siitra state the following : “*...The wise ones have taught
the knowledge of substances, qualities and all the developments. Substance
is the substance of qualities; the qualities are inherent in one substance;
but the characteristic of developments is that they inhere in either (viz.
substance or qualities).”” Hermann Jacobi (tr.) : Jaina Sitra, Part I Sacred
Books of the East, Vol. 45, 1895, reprinted Delhi : Motilal Banarsidas,
1980, p. 153. The first footnote on the page clearly indicates that
‘‘substances, qualities and all developments’’ refer to dravya, gupa and
parydya respectively.



N b

N

Davya, Guna and Paryaya in Jaina Thought : 171

. C/f ... ‘postulating the distinct category of guna must have been done.

posterior ... to the period when paryaya alone was accepted as the more
inclusive category’’. Y. J. Padmarajiah : Jaina Theories of Reality and
Knowledge, Delhi : Motilal Banarsidass, 1963 (reprinted 1986), p. 260, in
the footnote continued from the previous page.

. After surveying at length various opinions of scholars, Upadhye, p. 21 (see

Note 1 above) believes that Kundakunda’s age ’*‘lies at the beginning of
the Christian era’’. Umasviati’s dates are considered to be c. 3rd-4th
centuries A.D. See also K.K. Dixit’s historical evaluation in K.K. Dixit (tr) :
Pt. Sukhlalji’s Commentary on Tattvartha Sitra of Vicaka Umasvati,
Ahmedabad : L. D... Institute of Indology, 1974 p. 1, and the Historical
introduction by Chakravartinayanar A. in Chakravartinayanar A. and
Upadhye, A.N., Paiicastikiya [of Kundakunda], New Delhi : Bharatiya
Jiianapith, 1975, pp. i-xiii.

. Jacobi’s Introduction to Jaina Satras, p. xxxiv, see Note 1 above.
. Padmarajiah, 0. 260, see Note 2 above.
. Upadhye’s Introduction to Pravacanasdra, p. 63 See Note 1 above.

. atha Jieyatattva-prajiigpanamy tatra padarhasya samyag-dravya-guna-

parydya-svartipam-upavarpayati. A.N. Upadhye (ed.) : Pravacanasara, p.
107 (see Note 1 for details). The work is described as a pro-canonical text
of the Jainas and this book contains a critical edition of the Prakrit text
(translated into English by Upadhye. pp. 384-410) with the Sanskrit
commentaries of Amrtacandra (whose Sanskrit translation of the original
Prakrit gathas are cited in the paper) and Jayasena and the Hindi Commen-
tary of Pande Hemarzja.

. Umasvati Snumerates the seven basic tattvas in his

Tattvarthadhigamasitram, 1, 4 : jiva-ajiva-dsrava-bandha-samvara-nirjara-
moksas-tattvam. Karman is a key factor in understanding the sequence of
these basic truths of Jaina metaphysics. Through the interaction between
Jiva and ajiva, which is said to have taken place since beginningless time,
an aspect of ajiva (viz., pudgala) becomes converted into karman and clings
to jiva. This fact, as the Jainas see it, is realistically depicted as dust particles
settling on an oiled surface. The effect to karman attaching itself or
streaming (dsrava) into jiva restricts its powers of expression characterized
by the manifestation of consciousness intrinsic to its nature. Thus jiva is
under bondage (bandha). It is, however, possible for jiva to prevent the
inflow of karman though ascetic practices and this truth is expressed in the
word samvara. Asceticism also helps jiva to rid itsclf of or burn away the
karman that is already binding it and this truth is migjard. The effect of
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10.

11.

12,

cleansing itself of all karman brings with it the sou}’s liberation from the
influence of karman and this truth which is the goal to be reached is moksa.

. The gatha following this reiterates the point with the added statement

emphasizing the existence of a dravya and leaves no doubt as to
Kundakunda’s standpoint regarding his acceptance of the three categories :
sadbhavo hi svabhavo gunair saha parydyai$-citraily

dravyasya sarva-kalam-utpada-vyaya-dhruvatvaifi//PrS 1, 4

The nature of the substance is existence accompanied by qualities by its

variegated modifications and by origination, destruction and permanence
for all time.

Cf. also Kundakunda’s Paicastikaya 10 : -

dravyam sal laksapam utpada-vyaya-dhruvatva-samyuktany/
glina-parydya-asrayam va yat-tad-bhananti sarvajiiah//

The wise ones call a dravya what has the attribute of existence, is
accompanied by origination, destruction and permanence, or is the locus
of gupa and parydya. Kundakunda : Paficastikdyah, Agas : Srimad
Rajachandra Ashram, 1983, p. 24. The book contains the original Prakrit
text with the Sanskrit commentaries by Amrtacandra (whose Sanskrit
translation of the text is used here) and Jayasena and the Hindi commentary
by Pande Hemardja.

The term cetanopayoga is translated as ¢ ‘manifestation of consciousness’
by Upadhye. Upayoga is a technical term in Jainism and is perhaps better
translated as ‘[operation’’. Two such operations intrinsic to the nature of
consciousness, which in fact signify its manifestation, are jiidna and
darsana. Cf. Introduction by P.S. Jaini (ed.) : Amrtacandrasuri’s
Laghutattvasphota, Ahmedabad : L.D. Institute of Indology, 1978, p. 18.
In his Tattvarthasiitra, I, 8 Umasvati says with reference to Jiva-dravya
: Upayogo laksanam, the operation or manifestation [of consciousness] is
its characteristic mark.

The word omitted here is evam-vidhamn, ‘ ‘in this manner’” which continues
from the previous gatha (PrS II, 18) which argues that dravya is ‘ ‘existence
itself”’ (dravyam svayam suttd).

If one considers the example of smoke and fire then, as Nydya points out,
smoke is the liriga of the fire and here it is difficult to see how smoke can
be seen as the gupa of fire, which heat and light can be, Further, if smoke
were to be the gupa of fire it should always manifest itself whenever fire ~
occurs, which is not so in the case of fire without smoke. The cognition
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of smoke only indicates the effect of fire but the presence of fire itself does
not necessarily indicate the existence of smoke. This means that fire with
smoke would, in Jaina terminology, be one parydya of fire, and fire without
smoke the other. Both these types of fire would have at least heat as a gupa.
Thus, linga would be a paryiya, fire in its specific mode with smoke. But
Kundakunda does not dea! with this question here and one is perhaps to
assume that /iriga is not used in such a technical sense, though a clarification
would make the definition precise.

The Jainas also have a classification of 5 astikayas, i.e. of ‘‘those entries

extensive spatial points’’, Upadhye’s introduction to Pravacanasira p. 40
(see Note 1 above). Of the 6 dravyas in Jaina metaphysics (5 ajiva-dravyas
and jiva-dravya) only kala is excluded here because there are no space-
points in time (na santi pradesa iti kalasya) as PrS 11, 43 points out (II, 46
also says the same with reference to a moment, the smallest unit of time,
samayas-tv-apradesaf). It is significant to note the plural number of
“‘space-points’’ because II, 49 says that ‘‘time has only one space-point,
viz., samaya, instant or moment’’. It is interesting to note how the smallest
unit of time (samaya) is measured : ‘‘it is equal to the time required by
that unit of substance measured by one Prade$a to traverse one space-point
of the sky-substance (...prade§a-matrasya dravyajatasya / vyatipatatah sa
vartate pradeSam akaSa-dravyasya /S U, 46).

Introduction to Pravacanasara, p. 62. see Note 1 above.

P.S. Jaini’s introduction to Amrtacandrasiri’s Laghutattvasphota, p. 18.
See Note 10 above.

In his introductibn to Kundakunda’s Pravacanasira, p. 64. See Note 1
above. The summary that follows is largely based on the section he entitles
‘Kundakunda’s position stated and Siddhasena’s objections explained
away’, ibid.

In a footnote on this point Upadhye acknowledges the confusion in
sometimes referring to a colour as both gupaand parydya. the original Jaina
idea, he adds, was that colour is a gupa and the different colours such as
yellow, etc., are paryayas of the gupa. The confusion arose because
according to VaiSesika the various colours are gunas.

S
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ENVIRONMENTAL ASPECT OF NON-
VIOLENCE

Dr. B. N. Sinha’

The external situation in which a man leads his life is known
as environment. It is the atmosphere in which™ man lives. The
environment consists of all things, all happenings around a human
being and his relations to them. The environment is the base on
which the lives of not only human beings only but all beings
depend. The life and environment cannot be separated. Without
environment, no life can exist. Therefore for having a good atid
healthy life, suitable environment is needed.

The environment may be divided mainly in two classes.
1. Natural Environment
2. Human Environment

1. Natural Environment

The nature itself and the things presented by nature may be
considered as natural environment. The natural environment may
also be named as physical environment. The earth, water, fire, air
and sky are the constituents of physical environment.

2. Human Environment

The human environment consists of all religious, social,
economic and political activities done by a man and also by other
persons living around him.

So far the relation between environment and non-violence is
concerned, it may be observed through the method applied in the-

* Former Reader, Dept. of Philosophy, M. G. Kashi Vidyapeeth,
Varanasi
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“last observation. It has been already discussed that non-violence
has two forms negative and positive. The negative form is seen in
the prohibition of violence while the positive forms presents non-
violence itself.

The Negative form of Environmental Non-violence

As it has been discussed above there are two types of
environment - Natural and Human. So in order to know the
prohibition of violences happening in the environment, it is
necessary to know violences being caused by the environment.

Violence in the Natural Environment

The different types of pollution being caused in the natural
environment may be treated as the violence in the natural environ-
ment.

1, Water-pollution
When the water is polluted it becomes injurious. The water-
pollution is caused by the following elements found in the society.

a) Factories - Often factories are established by the sides of
sea, river, lake, canal and big tank to which their drains of dirty
water are connected. The refuses of the factories are also flown in
the ocean or river or canals etc. The dirty water and refuses of the
factories make the water of sea or river or tank poisonous which
injures the animals and insects living in the water.

b) Filths of Cities - Generally cities are found situated on
the banks of seas and rivers. The sewers of the cities are also
connected to water sources near them, which carry dirts and filths
of cities. The populations of the cities are increasing day by day
because the people living in the villages have attraction towards
urban life and they are moving to the cities. So the dirtiness of the
cities is increasing and causing pollution of water.

¢) Cloth-washing - Normally, people wash their cloths by the
sides of rivers and tanks. The dirts of cloths and water with soap
and washing powder go to the rivers and tanks, which make water
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dirty. In this way water pollution is increased.

d) Dead-bodies - The dead bodies of human beings and
animals are flown in the rivers. Even after burning the dead bodies
people flow the ashes and remaining other things in water. These
dead bodies, ashes and other dirty things thrown in the river cause
the water polluted.

e) Scientific-experiment - The science is improving day by
day and different discoveries are being made in the world. But the
experiments are performed in the ocean, which make the water of
ocean dirty and poisonous. So the scientific experiments also kill
the animals and insects living in the ocean.

To prohibit the violence caused by water pollution there must
be searched out some alternative ways. Neither factories nor cities
should throw their dirts and refuses in the water sources. The dirty
water and rcfuses should be used in the agriculture, after getting
them purified and useful. The cloths should be washed in the man-
made water sources, not on the banks of rivers and tanks. The dead
bodies also should be buried in the land. The scientific experiment
should be done carefully in the deserts.

2. Air-pollution
The air is polluted due to following activities -

a) Factories - All factories have big chimneys, which fume
regularly and make the sky black and dark. The smoke coming
through the chimneys of various factories is also poisonous and
injurious. It causes diseases and harms lives on the earth in
different ways. More over the refuses of different factories present
bad smells, which become intolerable for human life.

b) Dead-bodies of Animals - The dead bodies of animals are
generally thrown in the open-field, which after being rotten pollute
the air.

¢) Compost - The various refuses and dirty things are mixed
openly in order to make compost, which causes harm to human
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being, by its injurious smells.

d) Generators and Vehicles - In the cities generators and
vehicles have become the parts of normal human life. The city life
moves through vehicles and is lighted by generators when the
electric-supply is suspended. The generators and vehicles create
dirty smoke and injurious smells, which affect the human life very
badly.

e) Open-drains - In the so many undeveloped towns drains
are found open which create unbearable and unhealthy smells,
which also injure the human life.

To remove the air-pollution the chimneys of factories should
be too high, the dead bodies of animals should be buried and
compost should be prepared very far from the human-population.
The electric-supply must be regular. So that generators may be used
s&ldom, and the vehicles should be kept in proper-order so that they
may create less smoke. The drains must be covered so that dirty
smells will not pollute the air.

3. Sound-Pollution
The sound pollution is created in the following ways.

a) Loudspeakers - The loudspeakers are used on the occa-
sion of marriage ceremonies, different festivities and election.
Particularly at the time of election all competitors want to suppress
and surpass other’s sounds. As a result of that nothing is heard
clearly and sound pollution is created. The same thing is found at
the time of festivities like Durgé-puja, Saraswati-puja, Holi etc.

b) Vehicles - In the increasing populations of the cities the
streets and roads are seen full of rush. All parsons want to march
fastly. No body wants to wait. All people want to move by
surpassing others, towards decided places, even by rushing others,
particularly in the cities like Varanasi where people lack traffic

“sense no road is found for free movement. So only the horns of
different vehicles are heard which create a painful sound population.
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¢) Street-dogs - The barking of street dogs in the night also -
create sound pollution. In the whole world India is on the top, so
for sound pollution created by dogs is concerned. Here, there is
no control over dogs and other animals alike. They move freely
in the street and make unwanted sound. They bark in the group,
which disturbs all persons sleeping in the night.

So with a view to finish the sound-pollution loudspeakers
should be utilized where there it is needed, not for making sound
and disturbing others. In the cities traffic-order should be main-
tained. The dogs be tamed properly, they must not be left freely
in the streets. -

Cutting of Trees and Destruction of Forests

The township is extending very fast due to the increasing
population of nation several colonies and industrial states are being
established of different places in the country, for which open and
unoccupied lands are needed. So in order to get open and
unoccupied and trees are being cut down and forests are being
destroyed. The greenery has lost its value. In this way the present
human life is suffering from following problems.

i) Loss of Oxygen - The trees supply us oxygen, which is
the most necessary thing for the existence of life. There can be no
life without oxygen. Therefore cutting of trees causes the loss of
oxygen. In other words, the cutting of trees results into the loss
of life.

ii) Shortage of Rain - The trees and forests retain monsoon.
So the places which have large number of trees and big forests get
heavy rains which help the residents of those places in farming and
other purposes. The places where there are neither trees nor forests
do not have rain and become deserts. The cutting of trees causes
shortage of rain.

iii) Lack of Fruits and shadows - The trees supply to the
human life sweet fruits, green scenes and cool shadows and also
food for the animals tamed. The human life suffers from the loss
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of there necessary things when the trees are cut down. The soothing
air is lost and the natural scenes are destroyed. Trees create healthy
atmosphere for a good and pleasant life. It is nature, which saves
human beings and animals from different diseases. But, in the
absence of trees and forests nature becomes unabie to do so.

iv) Failure of wood-supply - The trees and forests supply
wood regularly, which helps human beings in producing wooden
things for pleasant life. When the trees are cut down and forests
are finished the regular supply of wood fails and the human life
becomes troublesome.

v) Forests - Animals - troubled - The destruction of forests
has caused trouble for all beings living in the forests. They do not
have proper shelters to live in. So the numbers of birds and beasts
are decreasing day by day. Some of their kinds have been already
lost.

vi) Land - Level - damaged - In the rainy season, when it
rains heavily, water flows forcefully from high lands to low lands
and in the absence of forest the uncontrolled current of water
damages the land-levels. The damaged level of land makes it
unsuitable for agriculture.

vii) Villages flown away - Due to the heavy rain the villages
settled in the hilly areas are flown away, if the trees have been cut
there. The trees and forests check the forceful current of water.

These are the different violences cansed by the cutting of trees
and destroying forests. So, with a view to be free from these
violences, destructions of trees and forests must be stopped.

Violence from of Human Environment

The human environment is created by the human beings
themselves. It may be seen in the human life. The human
environment may be classified mainly as -

a) Religious Human Environment

b) Social Human Environment
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¢) Economic Human Environment
d) Political Human Environment
¢) Rural Human Environment
f) Urban Human Environment

a) Pollution of Religious Human Environment

The religious environment becomes irreligious when the
followers of two religions quarrel among themselves for some
minor religious behaviour. They do not understand the reality of
religion and for some external activity of religious field, cause
crimes. They interpret religion in wrong way and-present it in
injurious way. So the religion the real function of which is to
support the human life becomes its destroyers.

b) Pollution of Social Human Environment

The social environment is disturbed and polluted when the
unsocial activities come freely in practice. The persons of so-called
lower classes are neglected and misbehaved by the people of so
called upper classes. The illiterate persons are misbehaved by the
literate persons. The unsocial and unethical behaviors come in
practice. Individuals of socicty think of their own selves not of
others. The personal benefit becomes important while the social
betterment is put aside. The unsocial elements pollute the social
environment. More over the differences between upper classes and
lower classes, literates and illiterates, rich and poor cause the social
pollution.

¢) Pollution of Economic Human Environment

The different between wealthy persons and poor people
causes the pollution of economic environment. The poor labours
“are exploited by the capitalists, when they go to work in their
factories. They are also exploited by the landlords, when they go
to work in their lands. The rich persons do not care for just or
unjust. They simply think of money making. The smuggling and
black marketing are practiced by the rich persons with a view to
carn a lot of money. The gang of smugglers make injuries and even
kills those persons who oppose smuggling. The smugglers are
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found linked from one nation to other nations. So the economic
pollution is seen on the internal level.

d) Pellution of Political Environment

The pollution of political environment is found primarily in
the rude monarchy and dictatorship in which there works one-man
rule. In the monarchy the government runs, as the monarch likes.
The monarch always orders his sub-ordinates to work for his
privileges and pleasures. He never cares for the subjects of his state.
The common pcople are always neglected in the monarchy as well
as in the dictatorship. The dictatorship supports openly the theory
of violence. In the dictatorship like Fascism and Nazism, it has
been declared forcefully that a state can do all right and wrong for
the extension of its territory. The man who can fight against other
states has right to live, otherwise his living in a nation is never
justified. Even in the democracy political environment is disturbed
when the election is mismanaged. The purchasing of votes and
capturing election-booths pollute the political environment. The
leaders after being elected become rich and misbehave with poor
and simple people, which cause the political environment polluted. »

¢) The Rural Environment Polluted

The villages of rural areas are now no more those villages,
which they were fifty years ago. There have been peculiar changes
in the villages. The simple, co-operative and lovely village life of
the past has been changed into complex, non-co-operative and
envious life. Almost all road-crossings in the villages have big or
small markets consisting of general stores, tea-stalls, pan-stalls,
shop of tailoring, laundry etc. More than seventy five percent of
the villagers visit the markets daily. They pass their valuable time
by sitting unnecessarily in the tea-stalls and the pan-stalls. The
village politics is discussed there, in which not the fruitful ideas
for the betterment of the village but personal grudge and grievances
are conveyed to one another among the villages. There are planned
different injurious activities. The narrow mindedness has affected
the village life in such a way that the villagers are found always
thinking not have helping but harming one another. Often villagers
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misuse their time more in harassing and humiliating others than
in thinking their own proper development. In this way the rural
environment has been polluted which harms the human life in
different ways.

Though the villages have been connected to the cities and
towns, so that they may have modern privileges, they have been
cut off from neutrality and simplicity the real values of the village
life.

f) Pollution of Urban Environment

The pollution of urban environment is caused in the following
way. -
i) Forced arrival of villagers in the urban areas

The cities and towns are found much more attractive than the
villages. The modern scientific discoveries are seen in practice in
the urban areas, which attract villagers, and they like to visit cities.
But sometimes they are forced to come to the cities and towns,
when agriculture fails due to flood or draught and they become
helpless for their business and bread. They come to the cities in
order to get empiloyment. They do not know how to live in cities.
However they live in the improperly managed houses, which have
neither kitchen nor bathrooms. They even discharge their natural
calls here and there in the streets and by the sides of roads. They
are cheated and exploited by the clever urban people. The urban-
people do not pay proper social treatment to them.

ii) Smoky and unhealthy Atmosphere

The different vehicles used in the cities discharge black and
poisonous smoke in the cities, which creates suffocation for human
beings. The open drains turn the air of the cities into the unbearable
bad smell. Thus the environment becomes polluted and unheaithy
which destroys the human life.
jit) Crimes

The criminal activities are done in the cities much more than
rural areas. The pick-pocketing, stealing, robbery, abduction etc.
are normally seen in urban areas. Even in the big temples the
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valuable chains and other ornaments are snatched from women
coming to worship gods and goddesses. The shops and banks are
robbed openly in the day times in the cities. The airoplanes are also
abducted in the cities. The unsocial and unethical jobs like
prostitution etc. are done in the cities. So these all urhealthy,
unethical and unsocial activities create pollution in the urban areas.

The pollution of whatsoever type that may be, is nothing but
injury and that must be removed. .

The Positive form of Environmental Non-violence

The positive form of environmental non-violence may be
seen in the activities done for creating suitable atmosphere for the
healthy, prosperous and peaceful life, as such -

i) Training Centres

The training centres concerning environment should be
established so that people may be trained to keep the environment
neat and clean. Many people either of rural areas or of urban areas
do not know the value of environment. They do carelessly whatever
they like without thinking any thing of environment. They do not
think that their minor mistake may cause the major harm to the
environments.

ii) Plantation

The plantation is the main source of the environmental
development. The trees give flowers, fruits and charming scenes,
which make the human life healthy and happy. They provide cool
shadow and soothing air. They supply oxygen, which is directly
related to human life. The plants and trees are parts of both human
life as well as animal life. So the plantation must be done on the
large scale. The present government is inspiring people to take
interest in the plantation. As it has been declared every man should
plant at least one plant, so that collectively there will be many trees.

iii) Equality in Social bihaviour
The social environment needs equality in social behaviours.

The equality and fraternity are the main basis of peaceful and
pleasant social environment. All should honour one another. The
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feeling of co-operation makes the society strong, so it should be
maintained carefully. No society can be developed without co-
operation. The inter-dependence which matters much in the human
life is nothing but co-operation.

iv) Honesty in Production and Distribution

The honesty in production and distribution cause a healthy
economic environment. The honesty in production provides suffi-
cient commodities needed for human life and all have necessary
things of their use. The honesty in the distribution of the things
produced and the benefits achieved protect common people from
exploitation. -

v) Honesty in the public welfare and the formation of
government

The political environment is found suitable for the state when
the leaders of nation think honestly for the welfare of the public
living in the state. The government formed honestly makes the state
strong. The honesty makes the relation between public and the
government powerful. So Mahatma Gandhi has asserted that
politics needs a strong moral support.

vi) True Religious Feeling

The true religious feeling is needed for a good environment.
The religion is known as the basis of human life and society. So
the religion should be developed not on the basis of communal
feeling but on the basis of true religious feeling. The true religious
feeling is the positive form of environmental non-violences.

In this way the environmental non-violence is found in the
happy, healthy and fraternal peaceful environment.

X
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PHILOSOPHICAL INTERPRETATIONS
OF RELIGION

-Prof. S. P. Dubey"

Any fruitful discussion on this subject invites a word or two
on the two terms of the title, i.e., philosophy and religion. We all
know that etymologically the term 'philosophy’ means 'love’
(Greek, philien) "of wisdom' (Sophia). The universally accepted
Sanskrit word for philosophy is dar§ana ('to see' often root drs).
In some regional Indian languages the word tattva-vidya (science
about Reality) is also used for it. Likewise, we know that the word
religion’ is derived from Latin term religion meaning thereby to
‘treat with care’(re]jgére), or 'to bind' (relegate), the latter being
close to Sanskrit term used for it, i.e., dharma, from the root 'dhr,
expressing the meaning 'to hold fast'.'

Roman writer Cicero (106-43 B.C.), in his De Natura Deorum
(On the Nature of gods) held that religio’is derived from the root
Teg’ - meaning 'to take 'to observe’. Leg' is the counterpart of the
Greek term 'paratérésis (observation). Roman grammarian
Servius (fl. end of 4th cent A.D.), on the other hand, maintained
that ‘religio’ came from another root 'lig’ - 'to bind', so that religio
meant a 'relationship’ between man and God (cf his comm. on
Virgil). St. Augustine (354-430 A.D.) uses both the meanings. It
is most likely that the earlier one was the original. But the
historical Jesus has shown preference for the former as he is
reported as saying the Kingdom of God cometh not with
paratérésis’ and adds 'the Kingdom of God is entos humon' (it is

* HOD, (Philosophy)Rani Durgavati Univ. Jabalpur (M.P.)
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realized inwardly). This, probably, may be the reason why
Christendom has adopted the meaning 'to bind' in course of its long
history.

Of several vsages of the word 'philosophy’, in the present
context it is being used for objective, scientific and rational enquiry
into the nature of religion. John Caird has made use of the term
in exactly this sense. Religion, on its part, connotes all those
activities of mankind that relate him with some non-visible ultimate
reality (usually known as God). It is a means of ultimate transfor-
mation. Philosophical interpretation of religion (more popularly,
philosophy of religion) is, then, some kind of objective and rational
interpretation of religion.

Philosophy of religion presupposes, prior existence of reli-
_gion and some kind of proximity between the two disciplines. 'The
philosophical traditions in India, by and large, can be said to be -
nothing but philosophy of religion. The Buddha had long back
instructed his disciples very clearly not to accept the words of their
Master -unexamined and simply on the ground of sheer respect.?
Sariikara also treats reason to be an authority in matters of reality
when the question of truth and falsity arises. 3 Religious traditions
(sampradayas), on their part make use of reason for defending and
propagating their doctrines. With the only exception of the early
Madhyamikas even the philosophical systems in India are essen-
tially practical and seek release from the fetters of the bhava
(world) or karma and cherish the ideal of moksa. Philosophy here
is not mere speculation; it is ‘seeing’ by "knowing' and by 'being'.*

Like India Greece, Ancient Egypt and Islamic World did not
take these two disciplines separately. The Greeks had no word for
religion’. From Thales onward what we today call religion was
included in philosophia. Ancient Egypt also did not know the
distinction between religion and philosophy. The Islamic world,
although having an exact term for religion (dina), does not share
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* the distinction between secular and religious spheres. The Chinese
.have no word corresponding to religion' and have, of late, adopted
the term 'Tsun Chiao ' from Japanese which was adapted by the
latter to suit the modern concept of religion.’

The case is, however, different in Europe. There we see
several marriages and divorces between philosophy and religion
through the centuries. The predominant western tradition, as found
today, is the combination of Greek Philosophy, Hebrew Religion
and Roman state organization. It was Philo Judacus of Alexandria
(c. 20-10 B.C. - 50 A.D. 7) who had combined the Greek and the
Jewish traditions when the Hebrew scriptures were interpreted in
the light of Greek philosophy which, in its turn, was influenced
by Moses. 'Logos’ became the first-born son of God. 'The marriage
continued till seventeenth century when Spinoza (1632-77) pulled
it down. His reaction has been described as 'yes-but'. The ‘yes'
part permits, to some extent, the external formulation of some of
the principles of the traditional religious philosophy. The 'but’ part
is a statement of a special sense in which Spinoza himself is willing
to use that formulation - he would accept a God, but not in its
traditional sense.

Immanuel Kant (1724-1804) should be given the credit of'
having technically formulated the phrase' the philosophy of reli-
gion.' In 1793 he wrote the famous book Religion Innerhalb der
Grenzen der Blassen Vernunft® It is a work depicting religion
within the sphere of 'naked reason’ or religion within the 'boundary
of pure reason’. It is the last major work of the saint-philosopher
and is addressed to scholars (the learned world in general). Of four
Books of this work, the Second Book became controversial, as,
according to the State censure (during the rule of Frederick William
II), the essay controverted the teachings of the Bible.

Kant’s Religion is a work on religion per se. It is important
for the understanding of his ethical writings for two main reasons.
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One, it presents his most careful and systematic analysis of the will "
and its degrees of Potency in volition; two, its Book One contains
what Kant considered his clearest and simplest statement of the
nature of moral incentives and of the way in which moral pleasures
is to be distinguished from pathological pleasure.

In 1800 he wrote ‘Preface’ to Jachmanns Examination of the
Kantian Philosophy of Religion with regard to its alleged Similarity
to pure Mysticism. His class-room lectures, delivered before 1788
(during the reign of Fredcrick the Great), were edited after his death
by Politz and published at Leipzig in 1817 (second edition, in 1830)
under the title Vorlesungen uber die philosophische religionslehre
(Lectures on the Philosophy of Religion). Here he expresses the
positive and constructive aspects of philosophy of religion. It
contains, in simple and direct statements, his central theological
beliefs. It has two parts : (i) Transcendental Theology and (i%)
Moral Theology. The first part summarizes the theological conclu-
sions arrived at in his first and third critiques. The second one
contains the central ethico-religious doctrines of the Critique of
Practical Reason and Religion Within the Limits of Reason Alone
(the fourth Critique!). After an introductory statement on the moral
approach to the knowledge of God, Kant describes God’s moral
attributes - His holiness, goodness, and justice, and His relation to
evil. Then comes a discussion on the certainty of this knowledge
of God. This is followed by a consideration of God's relation to
the world as its Cause, Creator, and ruler. The Lectures end with
a brief examination of revelation and a very sketchy history of
natural theology.

The strength of Kant’s conception of religion is his efforts
to separate the form of religion from its substance, the transitory
from the abiding. For him the right course is not to go from grace
to virtue but rather to progress from virtue to pardoning grace. His
religion is anthropocentric and his Religion is a deistic classic. He ’
was convinced in his heart that the world is in the hands of a divine
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providence. In private conversations with his friends (especially
with his biographer-friend R.B. Jachmann) he spoke out in unde-
niable testimony to an inner feeling and a genuine conviction of
God’s existence; and ‘in the true sense of the word he was a
worshipper of God’ (cf. Kant's Biography, pp. 166, 72).

Therefore, it was Kant and not G.W.F. Hegel (1770-1831)
who coined the phrase ‘Philosophy of Religion’ (Philosophie der
Religion), as is found in some of the textbooks on the subject.
However, the contribution of Hegel is important and phenomenal.
The collection of his classroom lectures also have been published
posthumously.” Hegel posited ‘religion’ as a self-subsisting tran-
scendent idea that unfolds itself in dynamic expression in course
of ever-changing history unfolds itself as a ‘positive religion’.

John Caird, a disciple of Hegel, has discussed the competency
%f reason in the province of religion.® He states that a philosophy
of religion starts with the presupposition that religious ideas can
be taken out of the domain of feeling or practical experience and
made objects of rational, objective and scientific reflection. Ac-
cording to him there are three major objections to the philosophical
treatment of religion and all of them have been refuted by him. He
has also established that philosophy of religion is not only possible
but imperative, fest religion be reduced to dogma and individual
faith.

The first objection to the philosophical analysis of religion
is from the relative character of human knowledge, advocated by
Herbert Spencer. If our knowledge is relative, how can we know
God (or the Absolute), which is the goal of religion? The Hegelian
view is that our knowledge is not relative. The very awareness of
relativity indicates its transcendent nature. We cannot declare an
object to be limited or relative uniess we have the idea of the
unlimited or the absolute.

The next objection is from the intuitive character of religious
knowledge. Rudolf Otto is the best advocate of such a position.
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Intuitive or the mystical character of religious experience is
claimed to be outside the scrutiny of reason. The answer is that
the very credibility of intuitive knowledge is provided by reason.
In case of a conflict between intuition and non-intuition, the
judgement is given by reason. And the supremacy of judicial
agency is obvious.

The third objection to the possibility of philosophy of religion
is from the authoritarian character of religion. It is claimed that
religious knowledge is grounded in revelation and this is of divine
origin, hence beyond the scope of reason. Sarmkara could be taken
as a advocate of this view in India. Karl Barth represents the
European position of this view. The Hegelian answer to this
argurment is that revelation does not exclude reason. There is no
absolute opposition between the two. Distinction between ‘con-
trary to reason’ and ‘above reason’ is also to be made. Moreovers’
the authenticity to authority is provided by reason itself (znanana).
The scripture and its followers use reason for defensive as well as
offensive purposes. The example of lion and the forest (vana-simha
nydya) is aptly cited to explain the relation in the Indian context.
John Caird, on his part, refutes the materialistic position as well
to establish the viability of the discipline. He says that matter is
not self-explanatory. Matter requires reason to explain its origin
and growth. Moreover, even the materialists admit that spirit or
reason is a later evolute. How, one may ask, the later evolute could
be inferior to the earlier one? Hence the position of the materialists
is self-contradictory. For a consistent explanation of their theory
they have to depend on reason. Once the basic position of
materialism is shaken, the structure collapses and the superiority
or reason is established.

To come back to the main theme of the discussion, philoso-
phy of religion undoubtedly deals with religion. It discusses issues .
of origin and development of religion, the relation between religion
and philosophy, psychology, history and morality etc. It centers
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round God, his revelation, one’s faith and belief towards God.
Divine experience and mysticism are also important topics for its
discussion. Religious knowledge and religious consciousness make
important points of discussion. The problems of religious language,
verification, eschatology, immortality, sin and salvation are also
discussed in most of the books on philosophy or religion.

But the question now 1is, what is this religion ? Historically
we find religions, and not religion. We have religions like Hindu-
ism, Christianity, Islam, Jainism, Sikhism, Buddhism etc., but we
do not have a (or) the religion which could be followed by a set
of people. It is, then, in this denominational sense that we make
use of the term ‘religion’ when we interpret it philosophically ?
Perhaps not. One might say that as we have denominational
philosophies (Indian, Chinese, American etc.) a rational enquiry,
S0 we are not to take by ‘religion’ various denominations but the
essence of all (or at least of the major) religions.

One can always detect some common properties universally
shared by almost all the religions of the world and this abstraction
would be the subject-matter of philosophical interpretation. For
_ instance, we can find an objective sacred reality which man
encounters in his experience and reacts, or responds to on his part
in a manner that non-religious man does not. This can be an
essential aspect of all religions. Thus man, God and the society
could be taken as the three properties common to many/most
religions and they can be interpreted philosophically. But such an
abstract religion, we are afraid, would not involve common man's
concern and will be, so to say, lifeless. The task of philosophy of
religion is not to create religion but to interpret one. Usually it is
the religious practice that is the basis of theorizing, and not the
other way round. The essentialist’s approach (as exhibited in
Swami Vivekananda and Dr. Bhagavandas) might appear fascinat-
ing, but will be rejected by the religious man as well as by the
religionist. This approach could be the ideal but would prove to
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be difficult in practice and futile.

Should we, then, follow the sectarian approach where we
interpret only our religion ? This would be theology. Philosophical
approach invites some sort of transcendence of our limits, whether
material or mental. If we interpret our own faith in the true sense,
it has to be without reservation. If need be, we should refute and
reject those articles of faith which do not stand for rational
examination. And for such a transcending and daring approach
knowledge of other religions, preferably by way of inter-religious
dialogue, would be helpful and rewarding. -

If we have a look at the representative English texts on
philosophy of religion, for example, those written by Caird (1880), .
Hoffding (1906), Galloway (1914), Wright (1922), Edwards
- (1924), Hick (1963), Smith (1965), Mitchell (1971) and Capitan
(1972), we can easily find that most of them have been written from:-
sectarian points of view. They do not take into account other major
religious traditions or their problems. Some of them echo fanati-
cism and arrogance as well, which are so opposed to philosophical
aptitude. Hegel Himself idealized Christianity as the absolute
religion. Needless to say that there cannot be any absolute religion
nor can there be an absolute explanation of our experience.

Most of the textbooks written by western scholars on the
subject, further, do not mention even the most important concepts
of Oriental religions as if they are not aware of the very existence
of such other traditions. Those who do know and do make a
mention of Eastern religions also at time draw instance, a scholar
like Cantwell Smith (one time Director of the Centre for the Study
of World Religions, Harvard) could indiscriminately conclude that
the ‘end’ of religion is god. Can this be the concluding remark of
one who is award of the non-theistic systems (like Jainism and
Buddhism, in India) in the world of religions? Of course, if we take
the God to be the ontological goal we can find some Godhood in
every religion, but not the psychological goal.
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»

In this technological age, when our planet has squeezed to
a great extent, any author on this subject ignorant or negligent of
other important religious traditions cannot be excused. A proper
study of the subject requires fair groundings in the history of all
the major religions. Today this much is the minimum that is
required of a religionist. Besides, studies in philosophy of religion
could be pursued better if one has the workable knowledge of some
of the languages of the major religions. Thus a scholar, with
multilingual background and cross-disciplinary approach, can take
up comparative study of religions in the beginning which will lead
him gradually to interpret religion philosophically. Then only one
will be well-equipped and qualified to pass value-judgements on
various concepts belonging to different religions. In addition to
these, for better and fuller comprehension of this religion, we
rgquire sympathetic and appreciative treading. Without this we
shall not be able to grasp even the outer layers thereof, what to
talk of the essentials.

In the present context Indian scholars (and authors) owe
special obligations. Ours is the most religious region on the earth.
- This land has given birth to several major and minor living
religions. We should, at the initial stage, supplement the existing
studies (and texts) on the subject by introducing the important
concepts of Indian religions. We may mention some of them -
karma, rebirth, avidya, moksa, nirvana, jivanamukti, loka-
sangraha, avatara, Bodhisattva, etc.). Their inclusion may present
complete picture of the situation. We must discuss whether Karma
is a convenient fiction of Indian philosophy (as per Eliot Deutch
of Hawaii) or is its bed-rock, whether avidya is grounded in the
individual or in the absolute, whether moksais an end for mankind,
whether nirvanpa has positive contents and so on. If we introduce
these concepts in the courses on religion offered by our universities

* the task could be expedited.

Further, conceptual comparisons will generate new insights
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into the nature of religions. To be more elaborate on this point, of
God, we should take up, along with Plato, Aristotle, Aquinas
(1224-74) and Descartes (1596-1650),° the discourse between
Varuna and Bhrgu in the Taittiriya,'” where Brahman has been
defined as the creator, the preserver and the destroyer of the world.
The argument has briefly been stated in the Brahma-sitras’® of
Badardyana and elaborated by Sarhkara in his commentary thereon.
We could also extend the area of this comparison to other
traditions. For instance, one can always refer to the mystic thinker
Al Ghazali (d. 1111) who in the present context anticipates
Descartes’ cogito and causal argument. Similarly, when we talk of
the teleological argument in Psaims (XIX, 1,2), Plato and the
English Churchman William Paley (1743-1805), we should not feel
shy of referring to the Brahma-sitras where the agency for the
design in the world is required to be conscious one (Brahman), and
not the Prakrti of Sarmkhya."? Likewise, when we come across the
ontological argument in Plato and more specifically in St. Anselm
(1033-1109) where the latter says that ‘God is that than which
nothing greater can be conceived’,"” we can not afford to ignore
Patafijali whose siitras (I, 23-27) take God to be the climax of
omniscience." Vyasa (5th century B.C.), while commenting on one
of the siitras, clearly anticipates Anselm when he says that God is
devoid of a similar excelling agency; if we imagine some other
superior being, that one will still be God (cf. Alexander’s Ida of
the Deity). For him God is the climax of ai$varya (grandeur).” The
moral argument of Kant has its forerunner in the Karma theory.
God is treated as the moral Governor (Karmadhyaksa cf. Svet. UP.,
VI 11). In addition to these similarities in the context, we should
not forget Udayana (10th century A.D.,) whose Nydya-kusumaiijali
advances nine arguments for the existence of God'® and remains
a testimony of advanced discussion on the problem of God’s
existence. Besides, while taking into the account the arguments
against the existence of God (as now popular with Death-of-God
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theologians) we should give adequate heed to the arguments
formulated by the Jainas, the Buddhists, the Sarhkhyas and the
VaiSesikas to that effect.

What is urgently needed is the coordinated effort for some
kind of comparative philosophy or religion with cross-disciplinary
and sympathetic approach (at least initially in collaboration with
Philosophy and Religion departments all over) where one could
take up in-depth-study of some of the basic concepts from two or
more religions and analyze/interpret them, objectively. We might
construct statements about religion which are intelligible within at
least two traditions simultaneously. If several of us do such
comparative interpretation of religions, in course of time we shall
be able to explore almost all the important features of each and
every religion. By doing so we shall enrich our own religious
traditions and contribute to others as well. Zimmer remarks that
when we cross over to other religious traditions and later come
back to our own, we come with a new insight.”” It will be a
transcending realization of our own. Such crossing of the frontiers
and coming back to our own will give completer view of our
religion and prepare us to appreciate others. An appreciative
objectivity is very important for understanding other religions and
philosophizing. If we are able to do so, that will be, to quote a
theologian friend of mine, ‘‘a playful and grateful offering to the
sacred”’"® for, according to Ghazali, ‘reason is God’s scale on
earth’. When we use it for interpreting religion, it is indeed an
offering to Him. Gradually by using reason to ‘our’ religion and
then to ‘others’ we shall advance from ‘philosophical interpretation
of religions’ to ‘philosophical interpretations of (universal) reli-
gion’.
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BUDDHIST ETHICS AND ITS CONTEM-
PORARY RELEVANCE

Dr. R.K. Gupta®

Buddhism is one of the prime religions of Sramanic tradition
which has contributed a lot to the Indian culture and ethos.
Buddhism is purely an Indian ideology but Buddha did not follow
Indian paradigms. Probably he was the first thinker on earth, who
introduced the world with a new idea of human nature and its
mundane life.

Quintessence of Buddha's ethics is the play of knowledge
over desire or destroy it. The teachings of Buddha were oral. They
were recollected later on by his followers. The Buddha's code of
conduct for the congregation (Samgha) is called Vinayapitaka, .
which is also useful for ascetic or sentient being.

As far as such ethical approaches are concerned the concept
of right and wrong, fair and unfair, just and unjust are reflected
by either the individuals or by social reactions. So, the central
concept of ethics is based on the ideal of social responsibilities.
The concept of social responsibility is motivated only by the
categorical imperative.

Because it is knowable that human being and society are
reciprocally related in as much as human being makes society and
society makes human being. Society is network of persons of will.!
Network Ethics : to co-exist harmoniously with nature and human
society. Thus, when we understand society as a whole, then we start
working on the Social-Zone. Then we look how to beautify society

* Department of Philosophy T.D.P.G. College, Jaunpur
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in this process, as we are all interdependent. Aristotle also wrote,
"One who is unable to live in society or who has no need of society,
it means he is sufficient in himself and must be cither beast or
God." So, one who completely understand it, he does categorically
shoulder his responsibility for the world. This interdependence
reveals also that in the empirical world dominated by the intellect
everything is relative, conditional, subject to birth and death and
therefore impermanent 2. We are to bring out the logical implication
of Buddha's saying from a moral point of view. We cannot frame
a universal law in which if we do wrong or misconduct to others
then the same would be forwarded to us also.’

The Buddhist can take upon himself certain obligations or
resolve to keep certain percents. This possesses the quality of
humanity ( Vinaya), moral character (Sila), Forgiveness (Ksama),
‘Compassion (Karuna), Charity (Dana), Renunciation (Vairagya),
Non-enmity (Avaira). ’

Accordingly, Buddha prescribed the cight-fold path, that
includes (1) Right view (Samyk-ditthi), (2) Right-resolve
(Samyak-sarikalpa), (3) Right-speech (Samyak-vak), (4) Right-
conduct (Samyak-karmdanta), (5) Right-livelihood (Samyak-gjiva),
(6) Right-effort (Samyak-vyayvama), (7) Right-mindfulness
(Samyak-smrti), (8) Right-concentration (Samyak-samadhi).

This is open to the clergy and the laity alike. Right knowledge
is the knowledge of 'Four Arya Truths' and Right resolve means
not only to abandon ill-feeling towards others, but also renounce
the tendency of committing injurious acts. Right speech is recom-
mended, because some time words are more distressing than
swords. This steps requires to restrain ourselves from falsehood,
backbiting, harsh language and frivolous talk. Hence to maintain
peace in inter-personal relations. Right conduct consist in renounc-
ing of injury, stealing and sexual gratification. Buddhism instructs
to adopt moral conduct at every level domestic, social, national and
international. Right-livelihood implies the earning by honest means
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i.e. not to cheat anybody or to adopt corrupt practices. Right-effort
includes four sorts of endeavour- (1) not to allow fresh evils, (2)
try to obliterate existing evils, (3) try to develop new good idea
and virtues. Samyak-karmanta or unselfish actions are needed to
materialise the resolution. Seventh is Right-mindfulness means
constant self-reminder of the nature of spirit and body, of distress-
ing mental states like doubt, sensuality, malice etc. Last is Right
concentration, that has four stages. Third is to experience bliss of
equanimity and the fourth is the state of absolute cessation of all
suffering. This is the Eight-fold Path contained in the Fourth Noble
Truths.

In the old books we also find mention of a triple path
consisting of Sila or right conduct. Samadhi or right concentration
and Prajia or right knowledge. They roughly correspond to
Darsana, Jiiana and Caritra of Jainism.

The Sila consists ten obligations binding upon the priest,
forbid; (1) the taking of life. (2) the taking of that which is not
given. (3) sexual Intercourse. (4) the saying of that which is not
true. (5) the use of intoxicating drinks. (6) the eating of solid food

“after midday. (7) attendance upon dancing, singing, music and
masks. (8) the adorning of the body with flowers, and the use of
perfumes and unguents. (9) the use of seats or couches above the
prescribed height. (10) The receiving gold or silver.*

The first five of these obligations are called paficasiia. They
are repeated by some persons every day at the pansal, especially
by the women. The first cight are called the ata-sil, and they are
repeated only on pdyadays, or festivals. These obligations are most
usually taken in the presence of a priest, who may either be a
samanera or an upasampada, but they are from an upadsaka, without
the intervention of a priest,

They may be taken either separately or collectively. When
taken to be kept separately, though one should be broken, it does
not impair the merit of the rests, but when they are taken to be kept
collectively, if one be broken, the whole are impaired.
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The Sila purifies whatever proceeds from three doorways of /
the body, the speech, and the mind.’ No one is able to tell how great
is the reward of Sila. The perfume of the flower spreads only in
the direction of the wind, but the greatness of him who possesses
Sila spreads on all sides without exception. It is as a ladder by
which to ascend to the-deva loka; like a gateway that enters upon
nirvana. 'Buddha’s ethical middle path'’ is like the 'golden mean' of
Aristotle.

The Buddhist ethical code springs from Karuna (compas-
sion). The Buddhist doctrine of Karuni calls for atrans-valuation
of values through a paradigm shift based on enlightened view of
reality of life. It calls for a global ethics of obligations, and not
of fights, of responsibility and not of capriciousness of care and
concern and cosmic fraternity. The following verse quoted by
Suzuki (p. 53, non-awakening Faith is highly pertinent in this
context; '

"Arouse they will, supreme and great,

Practice love and sympathy, give joy and protection,
Thy love like unto space,

Be it without discrimination, without limitation.
Merits establish, not for their own sake,

But for charity universal,

Save and deliver all beings,

Let them attain the wisdom of the great way."

It touches each and every form of existence. Every existence
has intrinsic worth and it must be given due respect. So here this
should be the implication of the Buddha's saying, " Bahujana hitdya
bahujana Sukhaya". This recalization requires propagation and
practice of global ethics. The ideal of globalization should not be
confined to material sphere in terms of liberalization of trade and
commerce. It has to be given a spiritual orientation. Ethics also has
to be spiritualistic aiming at universal well-being based on the
enlightened principle of selfsameness of all existence. All life is
sacred, meaningful and valuable. In contemporary times the
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Buddhist .ethics calls for a new value schema which cares for all
and tends all.

Because as the contemporary society of today is not as it was
a decades back. They are constantly moving forward with new
findings and theses. So Buddhism is engaged in many other new
areas like conservation of ecology, environment and other social
areas.

The scientists are also always impressed with the Buddhist
theory of mind. I quote here a scientist saying : 'It was the historical
Armold Toynbee who predicted that one of the most significant
events of the twentieth century would be the spreading of the
Buddhism to the west. For modern psychology, that may be so in
a special sense : as a discipline we are awakening to be fact that
there is a more ancient science of mind, and perhaps a wiser one,
than our own, and that its fullest articulation is in Buddhism
(Buddhist ethical codes).

The dialogue is not confined to verbal interaction but it
entered into laboratory where Buddhist practitioners are examined. -
The results have been eye opening for the scientists. Western
psychologists and cognitive scientists have never imagined that
compassion and other positive mental states, when developed could
have so strong implication on nervous system. This fact came into
light and opened a new chapter for them when they experimented
a practitioner in a laboratory. Laboratory experiments on various
other aspects are also still going on.

Likewise, His holiness the Dalai Lama preached. Contempo-
rary Indian thinkers like Mahatma Gandhi, Ram Krishna, Nehru,
Ambedkar etc. emerged as path finders and they were influenced
by Buddha's ethics. Mahatma Gandhi has been recognised as the
greatest advocate of the dictum that ends and means are one and
the same. As he does believe that the roots of violence are wealth
without work, pleasure without conscience, knowledge without
character, commerce without morality, science without humanity,
worship without sacrifice. His ethics of peace is to be distinguished
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from the conservative plea for peace at any cost. His concept of
peace is integrally related to justice.

Dr. S. Radhakrishnan, the philosopher diplomat, endeavoured
to realise man kind's most cherished dream of a peaceful world
through his lectures and articles on "One Earth is One family",

"The emerging world society", "International peace”, "Our nation-
ality is the Human Race".

Jawaharlal Nehru, first prime minister of India, was a firm
believer of famous insight of " Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam' i.c.
whole world is a family. He propounded the well known Buddha's
ethics of "Paicasila", which incorporates five principles of the
international code of conduct, leading to peaceful co-existence.’

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar favours Buddha's ethics. When Dr.
Ambedkar renounced Hinduism he embraced Buddhism.
" Immanuel Kant also said that there are two things in the world-
always the old and the new-the starry sky and the moral law
beneath.

All of us want to live a successful life free from tension and
worry. The question is how can we achieve it ? Answer lies in
adoption of Buddha's ethics. Concepts of interdependence, Eight-
fold Path and the Paiicasila etc. provide and alternative for a better
world and human society. Buddha's ethics is the "Sky-lamp" for
the contemporary disturbance of the Globe.
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ANEKANTAVADA : A WAY TOWARDS
WORLD PEACE

Dr. Baleshwar Prasad Yadav®

Abstract
The world today is passing through an unprecedented crisis
of non-cooperation, non-fraternity and untranquility. All these have
marred the heart and mind of human civilisation. Each and every
set of ideas seems to be confronted with in its extreme opposition
to another one. One is understood to be wrong if one does not
“accord to me. A country is proved wicked if it does not follow
America. The present scenario has unilaterally shifted towards the
lack of sound understanding. In this situation, we may look back
to Jaina philosophy for its unique contribution to anckanta thinking
as it shows the rays of hope by broadening the way towards world
peace. Anekanta philosophy rules out all extremisms and advances
the dynamic middle way for restoring peace.
- @
Anekamtavada is often rendered as the "Theory of Relativity'.
In its opposition, ekdntaviada is translated as the 'Theory of
Absolutism.’ The former is also explained by the term syadvada.
Mallisena a classical exponent of Jaina Philosophy explains it as
follow : " The particle - 'syat’ signifies manifoldness. Therefore,
syadvada is anckantavada, the doctrine of manifoldness. And that
means the acceptance of the view that a single entity is variegated
by many and various attributes or properties (dharma), viz., eternal,
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non-eternal etc."! We may say it otherwise also that reality is
manifold and each entity has a manifold nature - consists of diverse
forms and modes of numberless aspects. '

The knowledge which determines the complete meaning of
an object through the employment of one-sided knowledge is
partial knowledge. Hence, we should rule out all absolute judg-
ments, otherwise truth would be violated. A valid knowledge is
defined as that which gives us knowledge of a thing in its various
aspects. All expressions are somchow real. All objects are of
multiple characters, hence all things are mulfi-dimensional® or
anekantika views. Views of anekanta (The Jaina theory of multiple
facets of reality and truth) may be characterized as follows :

Middle Way
S~ — Practical -
Anekanta Views
\_—: Ruling-out Extremisms -
Creative and Dynamic
Thus, this view is regarded as the balanced and synthetic one
including all facets of understanding and ruling-out any prejudiced
and unilateral dominance of the ideas or thought. Absolute is ideal
and it cannot be reached or accessed easily, while anckanta supplies
feasible and dynamic method and understanding to tackle the
problems of every sort and broadens the ways for development and

prosperity. It has the characteristic to include all aspects of
knowledge and understanding.
an
Over-organised outfits (political, social or voluntary) sup-
ported by ideological fanaticism present their sectarian thoughts of
their blind minds as the final truth, while the nature of truth as per
anekantavada should be dynamic and of creative attitude. It is fatal
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to treat the relative and the home-made as if they were the
Absolute. It is only intellectual clarity which will resolve all
conflicts and rivalry. All dogmatic ideas owe their genesis to the
partiality of outlook and fondness for a line of thinking to which
a person has accustomed himself and confined himself to an inert
particularity. This leads one to imperialism and aggressiveness in
thought.

Today, one man or one country fights with other because their

views are dashed against each other, their interest are not rescued
and they are challenged by raw or immature understanding of
selfishness. Their views are bound to vary because they are guided
by different conditions, thoughts and attitudes. Hence, it is unjust
to put one to the right side of things and others to the false side.
It is difficult enough to make any decision free from partiality.
sHere, syadvida-anekantavada represents the highest form of im-
partial and synthesized views to solve the problem of conflicts
which wonderfully deserves the gist of creativity and ruling-out
any misdeeds treating and causing harms to peace and tranquility
to the individuals and the nations. It provides a compromising
middle way for development and opens the door of opportunity of
negotiations. Lack of understanding and emphasizing extremism
cause several 'isms' and conflicts among the individuals and the
nations. The philosophy of anekantavada’ supplies there the notion
to learn - 'Live and let live.'

(Im

Today, world peace is dangered from all sides of ideas and
preparations. We cannot make ourselves safe by enhancing
defense-budget, by proliferation of arms, crushing others and
enriching our resources through usurpation, or by dominating over
indigenous, international and universal means of power and de-
struction. But, we can make ourselves and other people safe by
developing and following the philosophy of anekanta, which will
be universally required to fulfill the goal of "Live and let live". It
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is anekanta which only can lead us help to restore the world-peace.
It can enliven friendship with all - based on equality and the desire
to solve problems mutually.
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THE JAINA TANTRIC YANTRAS

Lalit Kumar *

The Tantra deals with works of magical and mystical formu-
laries, which treat the subject like the creation, destruction of the
world, the worship of the god, the attainment of all objects
(especially super human faculties) and in the union with the
supreme spirit by meditation. This is how the word Tantra is
defined in the Sanskrit-English Dictionary of Monier Monier-
Williams. The Jaina Tantra specializes in Mantric practices, which
are fairly old. In the Jaina tradition, it is held that Mahavira himseif
was an extraordinary Mantric and had converted many persons in
his fold. Similar stories are also related to Buddha. In Jainism, the
Tantrasastra did not develop to the extent as it had developed in
the case of Buddhism and Hinduism.

The Mantrasistra promised destruction of the karmas in
Jainism. But in course of time, Mantric and Tantric powers were
cultivated for lower and selfish gains. A number of such mantras
also evolved in Jaina religion, of which Bhaifrava-padmavati-kalpa
is a well known-example.

In the present context the term mantra means a tool or a
formula such as a Mantra-Yantra or a Mantra-Tantra. Pictorial
depiction of these diagrams on paper or cloth is generally referred
to as Mantra-Yantra patas.

The Yantra-patas are the objects of meditation. Of all the
mystic diagrams and the mantra, the most important and oft-
repeated mantra of the Jainas, is the Paficanamaskara or Navakara -
mantra. It calls for homage to the five most revered ones
Paramesthins (those who are situated in the highest stage) :
‘Homage to the omniscient ones (Arhat), Homage to the liberated
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ones (Siddha), Homage to the teachers (Ayariya), Homage to the -
preceptors (Uvajjhiya), Homage to all monks (S3hf) in the world.
The earliest reference to the Paficaparmesthins is found, in part,
in about the first century B.C. Later, it was expanded into the five
invocations by Puspadanta in about the second century A.D.
Manatungacarya (c. late six century A.D.) composed the
Navakarasarathavana. This mantra is believed to burn away the
karmic knots and helps in liberation. But new elements were added
to the rituals, gradually. The most important being the Navapada,
it constitutes the Paficaparamesthins and four doctrinal principals
of right knowledge (samyak-jiiana), right faith (samyak-dar§ana),
right practice (samyak-céritra), and right austerity (samyak-tapa).

The emergence of tantric elements in Jaina hymnic literature
is very well analysed by Prfo. M.A. Dhaky. He writes, ‘‘...a whole
class of hymnic literature began to appear which is overtly magical,
pretending at first to the curing of ailments, snake bites, etc., but
eventually went as far as acquiring supernatural powers and
dialectical skills (for the monks) and obtaining worldly wealth (for
the lay followers). This mantric and tantric trend entered and took
firm root in the Nirgrantha Church, despite injunctions against
magic, sorcery, prognostications and prophesies in the early
Agamas.! He goes on to add, ‘‘under the influence of prevailing
religious climate and popular orientations in post-Gupta times, it
soon became tantric (as was the case a little carlier with the
Buddhists). A plethora of tantric hymns as a consequence is known
both from the northern as well the southern Nirgranth Church.”’

The Navapada or the Siddhacakra is one of the most popular
yantras of the Jainas. It is the circle of the liberated ones. It is
believed to be the most auspicious of all the auspicious things. The
Sripilardsa, a very popular story, relates the magical power of the
Siddhacakra. It says, ‘‘Those without wealth attain riches and the
childless get sons, none except the enlightened can appreciate the
Siddhacakra’’.

A basic diagram of the Siddhacakra consists of the four lotus
petals attached to a circle in the centre. It is occupied by the
Arihanta who is seated in padmasana under an umbrella. Above
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» his is shown the Siddha in red colour. On the right is shown the
Acaryain yellow, to the left Upadhyaya in blue and at the bottom
Sadhu in black. Remaining four petals, in the inter-mediary
directions, are inscribed with the salutations to the four doctrinal
principals of right knowledge, faith, practice and austerity. In the
Digambara scheme these are replaced by Jina image, Jina temple,
dharmacakra and the Sruta (the scripture).

The Rsimandala, the Vardhamana-vidya and the Sarimantra
are the three most popular tantric diagrams worshipped by the
monks. The Vardhamana-vidyapatas mostly date from the middle
of the thirteenth century; but its antiquity can be traced back to the
first century A.D.> The Vardhamana-vidya is recited on the
occasion of conferring the title of an upadhyaya on a Jaina monk.
In the Vardhamana-vidyapata, the principal figure of Mahavira
Vardhamana occupies the central position. Similarly in the
Strimantra, the obeisance is paid to Gautama, who occupies the
*central position in the diagram. The Rsimandala Yantra incorpo-
rates all the twenty-four Jinas along with the paficaparamesthins.
In this yantra the twenty-four Jinas are shown seated on the figure
of Om hrim in the centre. Om hrim is the key syllable which is
derived from Om arham. It represents the paficaparamesthins. It is
a beautiful depiction of the two major elements mentioned above
of the Rsimandala -yantra. This yantra also incorporates a number
of syllables and antonations including the thirty-two enigmatic
syllables beginning with kmlvryum to Ksmlvryum (it excludes fa
and /a). All these bija-mantra and kiitaksaras are common to both
the Hindu and the Buddhist mystic diagrams.

Besides the Navakara and mystic syllables, the Jaina mantra
and yantra (patas) also incorporates Yaksa-yaksi, Vidyadevis,
Dikapalas, and Navagrahas. Brahamanical dieties like Siva,
Brahma, Bhairava, Sixty-four yoginis have also made their way in
various mystic diagram of the Jainas in the later medieval period.
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1. A National Policy on Library and Information Sys-
tem is essential need. This Policy should look into the
provision of a strong networking system connecting
the libraries of all educational institutions of the
countries particularly working in the field of Jaina
Studies.

2. Every individual of this country should have the right
to access the information. :

3. Due to religious and cultural importance of Varanasi,
a library of National heritage importance should be
developed in Varanasi.
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