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Concept of Omniscience in Jainism
Dr. S.P. Pandey®

The problem of Omniscience (Sarvajiiata)

The problem of omniscience has been a matter of abiding
interest for Indian philosophy. It is an attribute, which, like
omnipotence (sarvasaktimana), and Omnipresence (Sarva-gatatva),
is considered a prerogative of God. The germinal concept of
omniscience can be traced back to the Vedas where Varuna sits looking
at all. The frequent use of adjectives like visvavid ', visvavidvan *,
vi§vacaksu® and sarvavit* by Vedic seers for their deities shows that
they were well acquainted with this concept. We do nol come across
with the term sarvajiia until the period of Mundakopanisat, where
this very term is used for Brahman, the Absolute * from whom this,
namely the saguna Brahma, comes to birth as name, form and food’’.
In the Manduukyopanisad”, and in the literature of the subsequent
periods, the term comes to be use exclusively to describe the [§vara
of philosophical systems like Yoga,® Nyaya and Vaisesika, as well
as the Puranic trinity of Brahma, Vispu and Mahesa (Siva). However,
the Upanisads also employ the term in a metaphorical sense, where it
becomes a synonym for Brahmajiia or Atmajiia’, the knower of the
eternal self. The Upanisadic seers are greatly preoccupied with the
search for ‘’that One thing by the knowledge of which all this is
known’’*, and in keeping with their predilection for a monistic world-
view, proclaim that the knower Brahman knows all, indeed becomes
All Itis a truism that there must be somebody to acquire or possess
the omniscience that necessarily must be endowed with personality.
The notion of human omniscience is completely absent in western
thoughts, where only God is described as omniscient. In Indian
thought, this concept has been attributed to super human subjects

* Asst. Director, Parshwanath Vidyapeeth, Varanasi
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like Gods, deities’ etc. Particularly with Yoga, this concept has been
much associated. The liberated souls like the Arhats, Buddhas, and
Jivana-muktas are also described in Indian philosophy as omniscient
being. It is perhaps because the notion of a liberated being implies
the idea of perfection and since omniscience is perfection of
knowledge, it has becn associated with him. It is obvious that in any
doctrine of theism, monotheistic, pantheistic or even monistic, a human
being, however great, may not be designated as sarvajfiain its primary
sense, since such a designation could put him alongside God himsclf.’

Paradoxical as it may seem, the claimants of an omniscient
being (sarvajiia) are to be found not only in the theistic, but also in
professedly atheistic schools, namely Jainism and Buddhism, the
two main streams of Sramanic culture.

Vardhamana Mahavira, the last of the twenty-four Tirthankaras
of the Jains, and Siddhartha Gautama, the founder of the Buddhism,
appear Lop represent the only two recorded cases of human beings
who have claimed such a distinction; this claim is certainly a unique
phenomenon in the catire history of human civilization. The Jaina
and Buddhist scripture provide indisputable evidence that the
followcrs of these two religious leaders not only accepted their claims
to omniscience, but also considered omniscience to be the very
essence of enlightenment, which enabled them to enunciate their
respective paths of salvation. Thus the term Sarvajaatais found both
in Vedic as well as non-Vedic sources, which date long before the
canonical scripture, came into existence. This is also because the
Hindu, Buddhists and Jainas believe in the eternality of their respective
religions, taught at different cycle of time by their sages/prophets
called as Avatdras, Buddhas and Tirtharikaras, the omniscient beings.

Omniscience: Misconception and Clarification

The word ‘omniscience’ and its derivatives have many Indian
equivalents and their occurrences are found in almost all-classical
Indian languages like Sanskrit, Pali, Prakrit, etc. There is a striking
parallel between ‘Omniscient’ and ‘ Sarvajiia’. Important lexical works
enumerate a number of synonyms for omniscient and Sarvajiiabecause
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" corresponds to the Sanskrit ‘sarva’. Etymological

the Latin ‘omnis
meaning of Sarvajiiais’ one who knows everything. Even in ancient
Indian languages like Sanskrit, Pali, Prakrit, elc. there are many
equivalents of the term ‘Sarvajfia’, but the most commonly used
termis ‘Sarvajia’ itself. The etymological meaning of ‘Sarvajia’is
governed by a particular rule according to which the affix ‘ka’ comes
after a verbal root that ends into long a, when there is no prefix
preceding it and when the object is in composition with it (ato-
anupsarge ka)''. As the Pali and Prakrit grammars practically follow
the rules of Sanskrit, the dictionary meaning of other important
European languages like German'?, Russian", Italian'®, Spanish'’,
French'®, English, etc. are generally grounded on the Latin meaning.
Thus literally, the term ‘omniscience’ means ‘all knowledge’ or
‘knowledge of all’. But the term ‘all’ and ‘knowledge’ arc used or
can be used in different contexts. Similarly the term ‘omniscient’
has got both straightforward and idiomatic meanings. When we call
a man ‘omniscient we do not mean that he knows every thing, we
simply mean that he is very learned and he knows a lot. Thus, there
is a distinction between the ‘strict’ and hyperbolic meanings of the
term. Then there are special meanings also that are determined by
the philosophical and cultural background of a particular system. It
is clear that the lexical works do help to determine the meaning of a
term but they cannot finally decide the meaning because they report
only the existing usages. While retaining the lexical identity, the
term may have different connotations, hence the meaning of the term
‘omniscience also differ accordingly. For example, the man who
knows the word ‘all” may be ‘all knowing’ in name. It means that the
man who knows the meaning of ‘all” will also know what it signifies.
The meaning of the term depends upon human stipulation. Secondly,
one may be called ‘omniscient’ if he knows every thing of a given
context (for example, the names of all dramas of Kalidasa and
Shakespeare). This is precisely the hyperbolic or idiomatic meaning,
when a versatile genius or highly learned man is described as

‘omniscient’"’. A third meaning of ‘all’ may be understood in the
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sense of the epitome of the world included under the two categories
-positive and negative’®. But this is very vague and not exhaustive in
particular detail. Then we may delimit the term ‘all’ in a particular
system hence the meaning of the term is bound to vary from system
to system. For instance, to the Buddhists, ‘omniscience’” will mean
knowledge of Paficaskandhas, to the VaiSesika that of the seven
categories, to the Naiyayikas that of the sixieen categories, o the
Sarhkhyas that of the twenty-five principles, and so on. To get rid of
this difficulty. one may say that the term ‘all’ stands for the object of
the cognition '*. But then Mimarsakas may object that there are
supra-sensible things like dharma and adharma, which cannot be
cognized by the six means of cognition®. The Jainas restrict the
application of the term as the knowledge of ‘all substance with all
their attributes and modes in all times and in all places’. In Jainism,
Sarvajfia denotes a person having perfect knowledge (Kevala-jiana).

Analysis of the meaning of the term ‘Omniscience’

If we suppose that omniscience means the knowledge of ‘all
substance with all their attributes and modes in all times and in all
places’, the question arises whether omniscience is false or true
knowledge? If it is false, it is seer non-sense but if it is true, then it
is knowledge of only the important things or of all things. If itis the
former, it is not omniscience in the sense under study. If it is latter,
it raises a further question: is it the knowledge of all the objects
without or with their attributes? First alternative cannot be accepted.
Thus the alternative is accepted which will imply ‘knowledge of
objects with their attributes’. Is such knowledge successive or
simultaneous? If it were successive there can be no omniscience for
all the objects with all attributes and modes at all places and all times
can never be exhausted. But if it is taken to be simultaneous, there
crops yet another difficulty: Is such a simultaneous knowledge
obtained by a single act of cognition or by a series of cognitions?
The first alternative is unacceptable since then it would be impossible
to distinguish between contradictory things and characteristics like
heat and cold simultaneously through the act of one single cognition.
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But if it is known through a single supernormal cognition brought
about by communion, then there can be no means of cognition to
assure for such knowledge because it is not produced cither by
perception, inference or authority. In second alternative question again
remains whether it is actual or possible? If it were actual it would be
difficult to conceive a state of knowledge obtained through several
cognitions covering even mutually contradictory things. Then it is
impossible to apprehend even in hundreds of thousands of years
each one of the innumerable things and thus characteristics of all
places and at all times. But if such knowledge is only possible, we
are again confronted with another problem. If it is possible to know
all things and their attributes simultaneously, nothing will remain to
be known by the omniscient being. In that case after having the
knowledge, he would behave as an unconscious being, since he will
have left nothing to cognate. Then another question arises whether
by the omniscient, the past and future will be known as present or as
they are, i.e. the past as past and future as future. If we accept the
first alternative, distinction of time will be lost because the past and
future will merge into the immediate present. But if we accept the
second alternative, it will imply that the omniscient being cognize
the past and the future, which are at present non-existent. Thus in
both cases our knowledge will be illusory and wrong?'. Thus after
examining the different senses of omniscience followings are the
pre-requisites to make the concept of omniscience workable:

First, it should be regarded as a true and valid knowledge, for
if it is false, it would be only illusory. Secondly, it should not be
regarded merely as a potential but as actualized knowledge. Thirdly,
itcannot be indirect knowledge like inference or even direct knowledge
like sense perception. Fourthly, it cannot be either successive or
obtainable through the help of more than one cognition, because in
the former case, it can never be complete, while in the latter the same
omniscient person will have to contain several cognitions, some of
which will even be contradictory. Fifthly, omniscience must mean
the knowledge holding good for all the places for all the times. Sixthly,
it must mean knowledge of all things with all their attributes.
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Seventhly, since it is knowledge of all things, it must naturally include
the knowledge of the reality and knowledge of the duty.

Omniscience in Indian Background:
The Carvaka Materialist

Carvaka (Lokayata) system tolally denies the existence of any
omniscient being because according to them perception { Pratyaksa)
alone is the only source of knowledge. The Lokéyatas flatly deny the
existence of the disembodied soul®, God®, Paraloka (any other world)
and Karmaphala™ (fruition of Karma) etc. Since, being a materialistic,
they do not believe in any individual soul or god from the substratum
of omniscient knowledge, there is no question of accepting the theory
of omniscience.

The Indian Skeptics and Agnostics

The Satrakrtanga® mentions another system known as
Ajfidnavadins, the agnostics. They are identified with Safijaya and
his school. The tendency of Safijaya’s teaching was skeptical or
agnostic, based on studious evasion or suspension of judgments over
the metaphysical questions. It is natural to expect them that agnostics
and skeptics will never accept the concept of omniscience. They do
not believe in any super-normal cognition, but assert that its scope is
limited. There is no cognition with unlimited area; hence, there is no
concept of omniscicnce.

The Mimamsakas View

The Mimarhsakas object the idea of omniscience either of
God or of man, partly on metaphysical but mainly on religious ground.
Mimarhsakas are very particular about the supreme authority of Vedas.
In accepting the idea of omniscience, they are very cautious that the
authority of Veda is not violated. Sabara opines that only through
Veda the objects that are past, present, future, minute, obstructed or
distant can be known. No sense organ can approach them. They believe
that only performance of a set of certain rituals can guarantee the
realization of the highest good of life. when an action is performed,
there arises in the soul of the performer a certain potential energy, in
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the shape of a particular property or character, that, at the future
time, brings about an eminently satisfactory result; and if the potential
energy that is called ‘ Dharma’, Pupya, Subhddrsta and so on”’ There
is no means of knowing the Dharma except through the Vedic
injunctions. It cannot be subject of sense perception as senses are
restricted to the present. Kumarila establishes reign of Dharma, which,
is universal, eternal and unchangeable and can be known only through
the Veda. Kumarila does not deny the possibility of omniscience in
other matlers except Dharma. He holds that if omniscience means a
person, who knows all things except Dharrna and Adharma, and then
there is nothing wrong with it. So far as the meaning of omniscience
(Sarvajiiatd) is concerned he agrees that omniscience means the
cognition of the entire universe. He differs only on the point of
Dharma and Adharma, which an omniscient cannot know. He says*
if there really existed a person knowing ail things, through all the six
means of knowledge, how could such a person be denied? But if
such a person be assumed to be knowing all things by a single means
of knowledge i.e., perception, such a person would doubtlessly
perceive taste and all other objects, by the means of sense organs
alone.””® Kumarila is keen to establish that in the matter of Dharma,
Veda is the soul authority. Even it be supposed to be composed by
Buddha, he cannot be expected to present everywhere and to guide
the mankind. Further, if there are so many omniscient persons, all
the omniscient will preach contradictory doctrines and the ground of
reliability being the same in all, it will be difficult to decide which
one of these should be accepted or rejected. Moreover, if Buddha is
omniscient, then what is proof for Kapila not being so? If both are
omuniscient then how is it that there is difference of opinion between
them? Therefore, refuting all the divine omniscience he simply
interprets his so-called omniscience in the term of * self-knowledge’.

Jainas hold that the knowledge of an omniscicnt is perceptual
and purely spiritual but Mimarsa believe that it is indirect based on
the authority of Veda. So the concept of omniscience of Mimarhsa
can be comparcd to the Sruta-kevali of Jainas.



144 : Sramana, Vol 58, No. 2-3/April-September 2007

The world creator and omniscience: The Nyaya-Vaisesika View

It is in the Nyaya and the Vai$esika system of philosophy that
we find the theory of an omniscient and all-powerful God clearly
stated and supported. Refuting the idea of omniscience of Arhatthey
say ‘it is not proper to attribute Omniscience to the Arhat, because
Omniscience can be possible only in the Divine Architect (Siva) who
has formed the earth, the mountain and other things of the world.”’
They admit that the Adrsta or the force due to their acts is the cause
of the Jiva’s transmigration in the world. They posit an infinite
number of material atoms, as the material basis of the universe.
According to Naiyayikas, the God, the creator, is necessarily
omniscient. He makes such a body and such environments for each
soul as are exactly in accordance with its Adrsta. According to Nyaya
and VaiSesika systems, there are two types of omniscience-
omuniscience of God and the omniscience of Yogin. The omniscience
of God is eternal as it is neither prodﬁced nor destroyed. The
omniscience of Yogin is a kind of supernatural power obtained
through yogic practices. But this power is not the manifestation of a
natural property of the soul as the Jainas hold; rather they are acquired
embellishment; which vanishes after a certain period. Omniscience,
according to Jairism is the pre-requisite of emancipation (Moksa),
without obtaining it no one can aspire to the state of emancipation.
Nyaya-VaiSesika holds that omniscience is independent from
emancipation. All the Yogins do not necessarily obtain that power
before attaining liberation. They hold that in state of liberation
cognition is totally absent. On the other hand, Jainism holds that all
the liberated souls are omniscient and are always with perfect
knowledge.

Jainas repudiate the theory of God as the first cause or
Architect of the universe. They point out the two aspects of a thing
viz. substance and modes. Jainas contend that things of the universe
e.g. earth, water etc. are certainly uncreated and eternal, $0 we cannot
talk of any causes bringing them into existence. Objecting to the
theory of an omniscient-creator of the things of the universe, they
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argue that no such intelligent being is even an object of our perceptual
observation. The contention that the creator is an imperceptible being,
just as fire within the hill, which is inferred from the observation of
the smoke, is unseen, is also unsound. For, the fire in itself is not
imperceptible: it is not observed, as there is some obstacle. So the
analogy does not hold good in the case of the creator, who is supposed
to be an essentially imperceptible being. Lastly, the Jainas point out
that although a thing may have a beginning, it may not have an
intelligent creator. The things of the universe are so very different
from the man made things that it is unreasonable to suppose the
creator of those to be an intelligent being. If thus, there is no creator
of the things of the universe, the theory that the creator is the only
omniscient being, falls to the ground.

The Cosmic being and Omniscience: the Vedanta view:

The followers of the qualified monism of the Vedanta School
maintain that in spite the essential difference Brahma and the world,
the finite souls and the material universe are moved in accordance
with the will of the Brahma. It can easily be inferred that such Brahma -
is omniscient like the I§vara of the Naiyayikas. The mdyavadin
Vedantists notwithstanding their absolute monism admit the practical
reality of a determined (Sagupa) Brahma at the basis of the empirical
world: this Brahma is admitted to be omniscient. In Vedanta the
knowledge has been identified with liberation, as we find in the dictum
“to know is to become Brahman”'. The absolute Brahman is neither
omniscient nor ignorant. It is pure intelligence. Another type of
omniscience held by Vedanta is related with Yogins. It is perishable
and not essential to liberation.

The Buddhists View:

The Buddhists attitude to omniscience is practical and not_
metaphysical. Here we meet with a bewildering variety of meanings
in different Buddhist school for the texm Sarvajiia- as bodhi, Samyak-
smbodhi, tevijja, sabbanuta-nana, Buddha-cakkhu, anavarana-nana,
sarvakara-jiata, prajiia-paramita, etc. The problem is rendered even
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more complex by the refusal of even the Hinayana School to apply
these terms to the Arhats, who also were believed to have attained
Nirvina, and was therefore, as free from samsira as their Omniscient
Master. Whatever be the precise difference between the status of an
Arhatand a Buddha, even a causal study of the Buddhist scriptures
would show that the Buddha’s ‘omniscience’ was of a different kind
than that of Mahavira and that the Buddhists, aware of this difference,
altered their interpretations in order to minimize it. The use of word
sabbafifiuta-ianais highly significant as it distinguishes the Buddha’s
enlightenment from the ordinary yogic perception like clairvoyance
and telepathy and clearly identifies it with nothing less than
omniscience. It equates Sarvajiatad with MargajfAata. According to
Buddhism, the knowledge of ultimate truth is attained through constant
contemplation on the four Noble truths. When contemplation reaches
to its highest and most perfect stage, the aspirant has a most distinct
vision; of these truths which is perceptual not conceptual. Santaraksita
maintains that knowledge (prajia) means the cognition of Dharmas.
It is incomplete as long as even a single Dharma remains unknown.
The Buddhists meant by complete knowledge the knowledge of virtues
and vices or the things that are desirable and undesirable. Dharmakirti
says that it does not matter whether a person does or does not
apprehend all the objects. He, ridiculing the idca of total omniscience
asks that what is the use of knowing the infinite number of insects
and worms for our spiritual realization and advocates that true
knowledge consists in the knowing about what is desirable and what
is not along with their causes, e.g. the four noble truths of Buddha.
Dharmakirti’s omniscience Being is the unapproachable limit of
human cognition.*®
Omniscience in Samkhya-Yoga system

The Sarmkhya-Yoga system gives a vivid description of the
stages attained by an aspirant along with supernatural powers, which
he comes to possess. Omniscience is also one of the supernatural
powers. According to Yogabhasya, vivekakyatiis the highest goal of
human pursuit, which is attained through Astarigayogai.e. Yama,
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Niyvamaetc. The last stage is Asamprajiiata-samadhi: where the mind
is without any content. On reaching this stage one realizes the
distinction between Prakrti and Purusa and attains liberation, without
further delay. Sraddha (mental cheerfulness of hope), Virya (courage
and energy leading to firmness), Smrti (memory), Samadhi
(meditation) and the Prajiia are the five means to attain the stage of
asamprajfiata-samadhi . Vedanta School of thought holds that Kaivalya
and Sarvajiiata are two different things. Karvalyais a state of liberation
where the cognition of worldly things is absent. On the other hand
Sarvajiatd is a lower stage where the soul and matter are not
absolutely separated. In Samkhya, system knowledge is considered
as the function of Buddhi, which is the evolutes of Prakrti. The
question of omniscience in no way stands with Purusa. When the
Buddhi obtains purity by removing the dirt of tamas and rajas, and
the property of pure sattva is manifested, the aspirant attains the
highest state of Vasikarsarmyjiia, the state of perfect self-control; only
then the omniscience is obtained. This state of Vasikarsamyjfiican be
compared with the state of Vjtargaas held by the Jainas. The Sarhkhya
does not believe in the God. Yoga though it believes in the God, but
not as creator and destroyer, yet possesses all the virtues that are the
ideal of an aspirant. Here the God is held as omniscient but to decide
whether the omniscience is quality of Buddhi or the extra-ordinary
Purusa is the omniscient is quite difficult. In latter case it cannot be
conceptual.

The Tantraspresent the most extensive reading of the Yoga.
They declare that an insight and pure life combined with a deep and
intense appeal to devotion to the divinity automatically awaken the
divine Saktiin man. The Tantraliterature as a whole consists of two
divisions- Kriya and Yoga. They elaborate rites of worship and the
Yogic practices go hand in hand. The Buddhists and Jainas also
advocate the existence and utility of Yogic knowledge. Dharmakirti,
Prajiakaragupta, and Haribhadra clearly mention the Yogic
perception. Haribhadra compares analambana yogato Asamprajiata-
samadhi of Patafijala-yoga, which culminates in omniscience.
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The Jaina theory of Omniscience:

The Jaina theory of omniscience is the result of an evolutionary
process. Both the inner necessity of the Jaina philosophy and the
influences of socio-cultural conditions have played important role in
its development. The first and foremost reason for the formulation
of theory of omniscience in Jainism scems to be religious and
cultural. Jainism denies both God and Vedas, but it is nonetheless a
religion. Hence, it needed the Tirthankaras, who would function as
the source of its scripture. The Tirtharikaras, in order to be reliable
(apta) must be omniscient, the knower of the universal principles
(jiiataram visvotattvanam)®, besides being the spiritual guides and
the destroyers of the heap of karmas. Jainism maintains that unless
Tirthankara is all knowing, how can he create a reliable dgama? In
order to ensure the reliability of the omniscience of Tirthankaras
becomes a necessity. Secondly, Jainas did not believe in the efficacy
of rites and rituals as a means for spiritual salvation; they accept the
path of knowledge, faith and conduct. It is likely therefore that they
glorified the concept of omniscience. Thirdly, for Jainas, omniscience
is realizable ideal for human being. Fourthly, the Jaina theory of
omniscience follows from the Jaina theory of soul as the possessor
of four-fold infinite, namely, infinite knowledge, infinite faith, infinite
power, etc. It means that the soul is omnipetent and omniscient.

Like any other topic in ancient Indian philosophy, the concept
of omniscience is not amenable to a rigorously historical treatment.
It is very difficult rather almost impossible to sketch the origin,
development and growth of this concept, if it is intended to present
the history of its successive modifications and formulations. Pt.
Sukhlalji claims that in the beginning, omniscience meant *‘ knowledge
of everything conducive to spiritual realization” though not supported
by any early canon. Some times the omniscience is also used as
identical with self-realization. But omniscience as self-realization is
logically very much different from omniscience as conducive to
spiritual realization. In the former sense it is the end of life, therefore,
it is of intrinsic value. In the latter sense, it is a means to acquisition
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of the end; therefore, it is of instrumental value. Any thing can be
both means and end but cannot be a means to it. Therefore, it is not
feasible to accept that omniscience is both conducive to and identical
with self-realization. It seems that the Jainas started with the
conception of omniscience as *“ the knowledge of the means of spiritual
realization” and then passed on to omniscience as “‘self-realization”.
There is also another sense in which the term ‘omniscience ‘is used.
In this sense, it means the knowledge of the essential principles and
not knowledge of concrete details. Acaranga’ says, “je egam janai
se savvam japaii.e. * He, who knows one, knows all. This passage
when read in actual context rcfers to the knowledge of passions,
which obscure right knowledge. The “one’ referred to here, therefore,
means knowledge of some essential moral principle. Pt. Sukhlalji
interprets this as ““ Right knowledge could be had only if things are
known from the points of view of both substance and modes. In
other words, Sukhlalji reads into this utterance the view that only he
is omniscient who adopts both these points of view. This statement
however, has to be distinguished from an analogous statement
emphasizing the knowledge of all substances and modes.

In Jaina philosophy, the meaning of omniscience as the
knowledge of essential principle is substantially the same as the
knowledge of self because the self is regarded as the most essential
principle. Therefore, he who knows the soul knows everything. Some
important Jaina thinkers like Kundakunda, Piijyapada, Yogindu and
others hold that the knowledge of the soul underlines the knowledge
of everything. Sthanariga-siitra suggests that Ege ava ege loye i.c.
one soul and one universe is very significant. In Nfyamasara, Acarya
Kundakunda says * It is from the practical point of view only that
the Omniscient Lord perceives and knows all; from the real point of
view, the Omuniscient perceives and knows his soul only. A few
Jaina thinkers hold that omniscience means knowledge of every thing
in full details. Therefore, these are the two important senses, namely,
omniscience as knowledge of essentials and omniscience as universal
knowledge, which ultimately represents as two opposite views on
the subject. Some thinkers subscribe to the view that omniscience is
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universal knowledge i. . complete knowledge of complete details of
which the world is composed. The cause of defining omniscience as
knowledge of every thing rooted in the religious motive foe exalting
the status of Mahavira and other Tirthankaras to the maximum. We
have the same notion in Buddhism also where some Buddhists declare
Buddha to be the knower of every thing. In addition, this is the
psychology behind the attempt to treat omniscience as knowledge of
each details of the universe. Jainas believe, as Whitehead holds, that
every small particle in the universe is related to the entire universe in
space and time. Therefore, one who does not know simultaneously
the object of the three senses and in the three Lokas, he cannot know
even a single substance with its infinite modifications.

From remote past in the history of Jainism, i.e. in the age of
the Agamas coming up to Akalanka, Vidyananda, Prabhacandra,
Yasovijaya and others, there is the tendency to justify this sense of
omniscience. Even Kundakunda, Haribhadra and Yasovijaya in their
early writings have supported this view of omniscience as the
knowledge of all substance and their modes. The present notion is
really in accordance with realistic tone and temper of Jaina
metaphysics. Jainas hold that there is no ambiguity in knowledge
when it comprehends the entire modes of all the entities, because the
universe is an integrated system whose relation is equally real and
objective. Dr. Nathmal Tatia, in his work Studies in Jaina Philosophy
has told that ‘ symbolically, the relations are links between A and the
contents of not-A. This means that the complete knowledge of A
implies the complete knowledge of not-A and this is obviously the
knowledge of the whole universe. The prominent Jaina logicians like
Samantabhadra, Akalanka, Prabhdcandra, and Vidyananda,
Anantakirti and others have firm opinion that omniscience must be
the simultaneous cognition of all substances of with all of their
attributes.

Chronological development of the Concept

To determine properly the chronology of the concept of
omniscience is very difficult because, the antiquity of Jaina thought
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1is traced back to the pre-historical era, of which there is no record
except some stray references in Vedas. The schism of Jaina religion
in Svetambara and Digambara sect and there parallel separate line of
literature where rarely one quote to other, also has been the hindrance
in determining the chronology of the very concept. Similarly, lack of
historical researches, controversy of the dates of the authors,
availability of less authoritative works on Jaina History, absence of
proper royal patronage are the main reasons which do not favour in
providing sufficient material to determine the chronology of the
concept of omniscience.

In the pre-cancnical period, which has been presented mostly
through legendary history, the omniscience of Mahavira was accepted
as indisputable. Our earliest and most authentic source for the account
of Mahavira’s attainment of omniscience is the Kalpasiitra, the
traditional canonical work on the lives of Jina. There we learn that

“’soon after the death of his parents, Mahavira, aged thirty, renounced
the life of a householder and became a mendicant (muni) in the order
of his predecessor Jina Parsva. He led the life of an ascetic for a
period of twelve years, engaged in severe austerities and deep
meditation. Then, during the thirteenth year, in the second month of
summer, in the fourth fortnight, on the day called Suvrata, outside of
the town called Jrmbhikagrama on the bank of the river Rjupalika/
Rjuvalika, not for from an old temple, in the field of the houscholder
Samaga, under a Sala tree, (the venerable one), In a squatting position
with joined heels, exposing himself to the heat of the sun, after fasting
two and a half days without drinking water, being engaged in deep
meditation, reached the highest knowledge and intuition, called Kevala
which is infinite, supreme, unobstructed, unimpeded, complete and
full’.*' This is also evident by the latter works of Purinas viz.
Padma of Ravisena, Harivarisa and Adipuridna of Jinasena and Uttara
Purana of Gunabhadra.

In Jaina cannons- Acdranga, Sthananga, Uttaradhyayana,
Kasayapahuda, Prajiidpana, Rajaprasniya, Bhagavati, Mahabandha
(Mahadhavala), Avasyaka-niryukti and Anuyogadvara discuss about
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Kevala-jiiana (omniscience). However, these canons, except some.
stray remarks, lack systematic account of the concept. Umasvati, in
his Tattvartha-siitra defines omniscience as the simultaneous
knowledge of all substances with all their modes.
Kundakunda’s Pravacanasara”, Paficastikayasara", Samayasara”,
Niyamasara™, Astapahuda® etc. refer to this conception of
omniscience of which Pravacanasara takes special notes. While
describing the attainment of omniscience Jaina canons maintain that
*’ total destruction of the Mohaniya-karmas (deluding-karmas) is
followed by a short interval lasting for less than a muhiirta (forty-
eight minutes) after which the karmas veiling jidna and darSana as
also the antaraya (obstructive) karmas are destroyed. And then the
soul shines in its full splendor and attains omniscience”’, which intuits
all substances with all their modes. Nothing remains unknown in
omniscience.

The philosophical approach of the problem of omniscience
begins with Samantabhadra. In his work Aptamimamsa® and
Svayaribhii-stotra he has discussed this concept at length. In
Aptamimamsa, he introduces inferential reasoning in support of
omniscience. Siddhasena Divakara also discusses the problem of
Kevala-dar§ana and Kevala-jiiana in his important work Sanmati
Tarka”. Similarly, Pujyapada Devanandi in his Samadhi-tantra® and
Sarvarthasiddhi, Devavacaka in his Nandisiitra, Jinabhadragani
Ksama$ramana in his famous work Visesavasyaka-bhasya*' and
ViSesanavati, Haribhadra Siri in his Saddar§ana-samuccaya®,
Yogadrstisamuccaya®, Yogabindu etc. have discussed and referred
many problems concerning omniscience. Patrake$ari in his Brhat-
paficanamaskara-stotra **, Bhatta Akalanka in his Rajavartika*
Siddhi-viniscaya®, Laghiyastraya’, Nyaya-viniscaya and Pramana-
sarhgraha, Vidyananda in his Apta-pariksa, Astasahastri*® and
Tattvartha-§lokavartika® has discussed this concept in detail.
Prabhacandra’s Nyayakumudacandra, Prameya-kamala-martanda"
and Anantavirya’s Prameya-ratnamali give separate treatment to the
problem of omniscience. Abhayadeva Stiri in his monumental
commentary on Sanmati-tarka-prakaranahas discussed this problem
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in full detail. In Digambara works Nemicandra’s Gommatasara(Jiva-
prakarana and Karma-kanda), Dravya-samgraha, Labhi-sira;
Amrtacandra’s Purusartha-siddhyupaya are the prominent work dealing
with the problem of omniscience. Rajamalla in Padcadhyayi *,
Hemacandra in Pramanamimarisa, Santisuri in N lyayavataravartika-
vrtti; Manikyanandi in Pariksdmukha; Vadibha Simhgh in Syadvad-
siddhi: Yogindu in Pramana-pariksa and Yogasara; Dharmabhiisana
in Nyaya-dipika; Yasovijaya in JAana-bindu-prakarana”’ and Jaina-
tarka-bhasa;”’ Mallisena in Syadvad-madjari; Gupabhadra in
Atmanusisana have made valuable contribution to the study of the
problem of omniscience.

Arguments against Omniscience:

The problem of omniscience has been the most fundamental
problem of Jainism. It is vitally associated with their Titharikaras™.
Naturally, vast literature has been developed around this subject. It
has encountered opposition from the avowedly heterodox Carvaks
on the one hand and the staunch orthodox Miméarsakas on the other.
The Buddhists opposition is more or less centered on their emphasis
on the knowledge of duty. The Carvaks and the skeptics and agnostics
have objected the idea of omniscience mainly on epistemological
grounds. On the other hand, Mimarhsakas object the idea of
omniscience either of god or of man, partly on metaphysics but mainly
on religious grounds. Kumarila one of the two main philosophers of
Mimarsa rejecting the possibility of omniscience says that ‘if there
really existed a person knowing all things, through all the six means
of knowledge, how could such a person be denied, However, if such
a person be assumed to know all things by a single means of
knowledge, i. e. perception, such a person would doubtlessly perceive
taste and all other objects, by means of sense organs alone. Kumarila’s
main objection has been to show that in matters of Dharma, Veda is
the sole authority. He further argues that when there are many
omniscient persons preaching mutually contradictory doctrines- the
grounds of reliability being the same in all,- which one of these
should be accepted or rejected. If Buddha is omniscient, then what is
proof for Kapila not being so?
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Further, the Mimarhsakas devote much of their attention to
meet the objections against the theory of self-sufficiency of verbal
cognition and the eternal character of the word and to formulating
their own arguments in support of their position. But if the word and
its meaning are eternal, there is always a chance of one’s having
mistaken notions about both. So there is no independent authority in
human words. The Veda is free from any such defect since it is
regarded as authorless, self-sufficient and eternal. The Jainas do not
believe either in self-sufficiency of verbal cognition or in eternal
character of the Vedas, nor do they regard it as the only authoritative
source of knowledge of Dharma. They attribute the knowledge of
Dharmato their Tirtharikaras, who are omniscient and detached from
the world. Hence they have found a substitute for Vedas. It is one of
the main reasons that the Mimansakas oppose tooth and nail the
entire doctrine of omniscient
Mimarnsaka’s objections

Mimarhsakas, through various arguments establish that there
can be no omniscient being at all. Their argument can be grouped in
two parts. In the first place, they contend that there is no pramana or
reason to support the theory of omniscience and secondly they show
that omniscience is some thing impossible.

As regards the first line of their arguments, the Mirqirhsakas
say that Pratyaksa (direct perception), Anumadana(inference), Upamana
(analogy), Agama (authoritative sayings) and Arthapatti (implication)
are the five sources of valid knowledge. Bhatta adds Abhava {non-
existence) as the sixth source of knowledge. Mimarnsakas say that
none of these Pramanas establish the existence of an omniscient being.
As Pratyaksa is generally a sensuous perception, it implies sense-
object contact during the present time and in the case of Kevala-
Jfana, this is lacking. Though the question of sense-object-relation
is not found always valid because things are sometimes, beyond the
power of senses. Such invisible things like atoms, things or persons
remote in time or things far beyond (like the Meru hill) became
unknown as the object of direct perception. Here we may be reminded
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of the researches in para-psychology and extra sensory perception
including telepathy and clairvoyance. As for perception, it can be
argued that a type of perception which claims to know all things of
all times and places, can definitely say that omniscient does not exists.
But if there is such a type of all comprehensive perception, it is no
other than the omniscience. Direct perception of an omniscient being
is not possible. Anumanais based on Vyaptior invariable relationship
between the Sadhya and the Hetu. To establish omniscience, only
that would be a good Hetu with which, omniscience is known to be
invariably connected. But how is such invariable relation to be known.
It cannot be known by Pratyaksa since does not come in its range,
and the knowledge of a relation is impossible without a previous
knowledge of the related. Hence, inference about the omniscience
needs a valid Hetu, which is not possible. Upamana consists in a
determination about an object from the knowledge of an object similar
to it. None, however, resembling an omniscient being is seen, so that
the very basis of Upamanais wanting. The Mimérhsakas regard the
Mantras and Brahmanas, the portions of Vedas, as the source of
valid knowledge. Since these two have no mention of omniscience,
omniscience cannot be proved by Agama Pramana. Arthapatti also
fails to prove the omniscience as Buddha was a teacher does not
necessarily means that he should be omniscience. It is possible even
for an ignorant man to lecture what should be done and what not.
Therefore, the Arthapatti does not prove the reality of omniscience.
Lastly, it can not be proved by Abhavaalso as every where the persons
that are found are all in-omniscient- from which it follows that an
omniscient being who is very opposite of the in-omniscient person
is no where is to be found.

Jainas on the contrary maintain that omniscience is not only
possible but that it is a potentiality in all souls, which has been
actually realized in the Arhats. Prabhicandra following the pattern
of Vidyananda successfully counteract all these arguments and shows
that none of these six praminas go against omniscience. In criticism
of the Mimarhisakas objections, they argue that ‘ Pratyaksa is either
transcendental or practical. The transcendental perception is again
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either incomplete or complete. The incomplete transcendental
perception is either clairvoyance or telepathy. Neither of these,
however, opposes the possibility of omniscience, in as much as they
deal with things having ‘form’ and ‘mental substance’ respectively.
Need not to say that the complete transcendental perception that is
omniscience itself cannot be said to oppose the possibility of
omniscience. Coming to the practical perception, we may say that
neither of its two modes viz. the sensuous and the non-sensuous
opposes the possibility of omniscience. The non-sensuous perception
consists in pleasurable or painful feelings, arising from within the
soul itself. None of these proves the impossibility of omniscience.
Anumana cannot establish the non-existence of omniscient beings
rather it, in trying to do that posits the possibility of the omniscience.
It cannot be argued that Sabda or scriptural authority is opposed to
the possibility of omniscience. If the scripture that opposes the
omniscience were Apauruseya{not man made), it would be wrong,
because this type of scripture is not possible. On the other hand if it
is Pauruseya (man made), Jainas say that in order that such a scripture
may be authoritative, it must be revealed by a being who is omniscient
(in which case the possibility of omniscience is proved by the scripture
itself: if it is not revealed by such an absolutely wise and omniscient
being, we cannot accept its doctrines. Arthapatti proves a fact by
offering an explanation, which could not be put forward by the other
Pramanas. Analogy deals with similarity and similar. None of these
obviously has anything to offer against the possibility of omniscience.
The Abhava Pramadnadeals with the fact of the non-existence. But as
Anumana can establish the positive existence of an omniscient being,
it cannot be the business of the Abhava- Pramapa to establish the
impossibility of omniscience.

Objections regarding the nature of Omniscience:

In order to refute the doctrine of omniscience, the Mimarsakas
start with the analysis of the possible meaning of the ‘omniscience’.
They ask whether the omniscience means the knowledge of everything
or merely that of important and essential things of the universe.
Jainas cannot accept the second aliernative, because unless one knows
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all the objects, he cannot distinguish between the essential and the
non-essential and knowledge is an interrelated whole. Acararigarefers
that ‘je egam japai se savvam japai.’ Every entity is related to all
entities in the world in some relation or other. Hence, it follows that
the complete knowledge of one entity involves the complete knowledge
of other entities as well.

Since the Jainas believe that the Reality has innumerable
characteristics, they cannot subscribe to the doctrine of comparative
unimportance of the extent of knowledge. As things are multi-faceted,
they can be known only when made the objects of all sided knowledge
or omniscience. Hence the Jainas try to refute that the views of both
the Mimarsakas and the Buddhists like Dharmakirti, when they
try to underrate the importance of omniscience against the knowledge
of Dharma. On question asked by Mimarhsakas as to how one can
know the innumerable atoms and hairs even of a single body, hence
itis impossible, Santaraksita (7" cent. AD) argues that “assertion of
the impossibility of any one knowing all hairs and nails, etc. is without
any basis and entirely based on ignorance. He opines that there is
certain difficulty in proving that Buddha knows the means of attaining
heaven and liberation and the omniscience of Buddha is only incidental
but it does not mean that in matters other than heaven and liberation,
the knowledge of Buddha is not hampered by obstacles and is therefore
all inclusive. Kumarila says that Buddhists omniscience is pseudo-
omniscience, because it is the knowledge of every thing except Dharma
and Adharma. He adds that ‘he does not reject omniscience of a
person knowing other things; what he means is only the denial of
omniscience in particular cases, €.g. knowledge of Dharma.
Vidyananda also refutes the views of Dharmakirti in restricting the
meaning of omniscience only to the knowledge of desirable (upadeya)
and non-desirable (heya)because the knowledge iltumines all objects
of all times and places without any distinction. Therefore, the question
of “desirable’ and ‘undesirable’ things is unnecessary, for what is
desirable at one place and times becomes otherwise at another place
and time. The Jainas strictly adhere to the concept of total knowledge
as the criterion of omniscience. Ya$ovijaya says that all-inclusive
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cognition (sarva-visayata)and directness of perception (saksatkaratva)
are the two characteristics of omniscience. However, the
distinguishing feature of Kevala Jiianis also said to be sarvavisayata.
Hence, the Jainas do not allow to any one to reduce omniscient
knowledge to that of the epitome of the universe, however useful
that might be.

The Second Objection:

The second objection is about the knowledge of attributes and
modes. Mimarhsakas argue, “even if the person, by his diversified
nature, apprehends all things, he can not apprehend the specific
individualities of all things. Under the circumstances there is no use
of omniscient person who knows the things only in their general
form, especially as in no other form is the thing apprehended. Jainas
do not agree with this. To the Jainas, the substance does not exist
separate from attributes and modes. Attributes cannot constitute reality
because Jainas do not belicve that esse est percipi. What they mean
that on attribute in order to be objective and not merely psychical
does require an objective basis and that is Dravya. In fact, objects
cannot be conceived from attributes and vice-versa.

Third Objection:

Even if we accept that the omniscient person knows every
thing with all their attributes, omniscience cannot be true and complete
unless it extends over all the places and all the times. In fact, according
to Jainism, spatial and temporal limitations are transcended even in
imperfect super normal perception called Avadhi, but only with regard
to the objects having form. Even the highest type of Avadhi, though
it can perceive all objects having form, it cannot perceive all the
modes of all the things. This is not therefore complete omniscience.
Again, they argue that if it is omniscience, is it successive or
simultaneous, if it is successive, it cannot be omniscience, since in
that case the endless number of objects with their innumerable
attributes can never be exhausted and thus the knowledge so
conditioned would never be comolete.
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To this Jainas says that the omniscient knowledge is not
successive but simultaneous. Mimarnsakas further argue and ask
whether such a sirriultancous»knowlcdge is apprehended by one
cognition or by several cognitions. If the former is the case then it is
impossible to perceive contradictory thing like pure and impure at
once by a single cognition.

In fact there are certain things mutually incompatible, they
are cognizable by the same cognition. We do have simultaneous
perception of darkness and light when there is a flash of lightening
in a dark night. Mimarhsakas say that if there is nothing incompatible,
in contraries figuring in the same cognition, and then it should be
possible pleasure and pain, love and hate also to figure in the same
cognition. To this objection it may be replied that pleasure and pain
are not simultaneously cognized because they do not appear at one
and same time on account of the fact the causes of both can not be
presented at the same time, and not on incompatibility.

Mimarhsakas say that in knowing things existing in all times,
onc may know the objects of past and future either as they are or as
existent in the present. If the omniscient being knows the past and
the future, which are not existent, his knowledge would be illusory.
If the past and the future are known as existent, they are converted
into the present. If the past and the future were known by the
omniscient as present, his knowledge again would be illusory. Hence,
in both the cases omniscience is impossible.

Jainas turning aside thc objection say that past and future are
perceived by the omniscient not at present, but as past and future.
Hence, there is no question of being it illusory. The past and future
things are as much existent and real in relation to their own time as
the present things are in relation to the present. In fact, the omniscient
knows past objects as existing in the past and future objects as existing
in the future.

On the objection raised by Mimarmsakas that if the omniscient
knows all the objects at one and the same time, he would become
unconscious in the next moment and he would nothing left to cognize,
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Jainas consider it as absurd and say that this objection would have
been valid if both the perception of the omniscient and the entire
world were annihilated in the following moment. But both of these
are ever-lasting or eternal, hence there is no absurdity.

Mimarhsakas further argue that if an omniscient being treats
both the prior non-existent (e.g. past) and posterior non-existence
(e.g. future) simultaneously, it is wrong because both of thern cannot
co-exist together. For example, simultaneously birth and death of
the same person cannot take place together or at a time a blue object
is treated as blue and not as yellow. To this, Jainas reply that an
object perceived as blue at a particular place and time and not always
and in every case. So there is no contradiction.

It is further argued that if the omniscient being cognizes
everything, he mustalso have the experience of attachment and aversion
etc. and therefore will be influenced and contaminated by them.
Consequently, he would cease to be omniscient because that attachment
and aversion are obstructions to right cognition. Jainas say that mere
knowledge of desires, aversions etc. is not sufficient to make a person
tainted by them unless the self is transformed into the very mode of
attachment etc. Besides, desires and aversions are produced by our
impure mental states and senses and not by the self, which is pure and
perfect. Knowledge is different from active participation.

To conclude, Omniscience in Jainism is not only the perfection
of the cognitive faculty of the self but also its ultimate end. It is
spiritual state of eternal bliss and the culmination of the religious
aspiration. This state can be compared with the state of Jivanamukti
of Samkhya and Vedanta. Similarly, Alaukika-pratyaksa of Nyaya
School, Asamprajiatasamadhi of Yoga, Turiyavastha of Upanisads
and Radhakrishnan’s Religious experience have very clear
implications of omniscience, although they partly encroach on the
realm of the religious mysticism. Excepting the Mimamsakas and
the Carvaks, all Indian systems believe in the possibility of human
omniscience, however, the Sramanic culture insistence on human
omniscience more than others to grant infallibility to their prophets,
because on this depend the very life and death of their systems. In
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fact, the attributes of omniscience is an important feature of the state
of liberation as the perfect knowledge (Kevala-jiiana) arises only in
state of liberation or total annihilation of all obstructive veils. Its
other feature is Omni bliss, Omni power and Omni faith.
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Contribution of Sramar_la Tradition to

Indian Culture
Dr. B.N. Sinha®™

Indian culture consists of two main traditions - Vedic and
Sramana. The Vedic tradition is known as Brahmana tradition where
as the Sramana tradition as Ksatriya tradition. The Vedic tradition is
theistic while Sramana tradition is atheistic. Jainism and Buddhism
are the two branches of Sramana tradition. The philosophies of both
- Jainism and Buddhism are based on their canons known as Agama
and Tripitakarespectively. The language of Jaina Agamas is Prakrta
whereas Tripitkas are composed in Pali.

These two sister religions have contributed a lot to the Indian
culture. Their contribution may be seen in all aspects of Indian culture
or Indian life, such as -

Way to Practical Life
The Upanisads of the Vedic tradition have introduced Brahma

as the ultimate reality which is absolute. The absolute transcends all
subjects and objects of this world. It cannot help any body in the
worldly life. So it is of no use for practical life. All worldly affairs,
some how or other, are relative to each other. Jainism, one of the
Sramanic systems has established the theory of relativity as its basic
principle. The same theory of relativity is known as Anekantavadain
its metaphysics, Syadvada in its epistemology and Ahimsa in its
ethics. This theory covers all spheres of human life. So it has paved
a grand path to the practical life.

* Reader(Rtd.), Dept. of Philosophy, M.G. Kashi Vidyapith, Varanasi
Former Senior Fellow, I.C.P.R., New Delhi
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Freedom from Godly Dependence

Because, the Vedic tradition is theistic one, it accepts that
God is the creator, sustainer and destroyer of this universe. All good
and bad, right and wrong, religious and irreligious, social and unsocial,
pleasant and unpleasant found in the world are created by God who
is almighty, omnipresent and omnipotent. Even the small leaf does
not move without the grace of God. Nothing can be done and achieved
without God’s will. The birth and death of a man and all activitics
between birth and death, happen under Godly direction. Goswam
Tulsidas, a famous theist has declared so :

sabahi nacavata Ramagosain/
nacata nara markata ki nain //

That Rama who is God makes all beings dance, and they dance
like monkey, as monkey dances according to the desire of its owner
(Madari).

The Sramanic systems have negated the Godly dependence. A
man is free to do any thing according to his own will. He can do right
or wrong, good or bad as he likes. He can enjoy pleasure or suffer
pain according to the result of his own deeds. He is not under pressure
of any transcendental power. The Srmanic systems have presented
man as a true man who is free and fearless. Thus in the terminology
of Political Science, it may be remarked that thé Sramanic systems
have brought Indian culture to human democracy from the Godly
monarchy. They have provided to man the status of man, not of
God's slave as in the Vedic tradition.

Self-controlled Human Life

To be free from Godly dependence does not mean to have a
life without any control. It does not mean lawlessness or to lead a
careless and crime-pro life. Abraham Lincon has defined
democracy as :

Government of the people
Government for the people

Government by the people.
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That people are all in all. Even the government is in the hands
of public. In the same way according to the Sramanic systems human
life is self-controiled.

Man is the controller, man is the controlled.
Man is the director, man is the directed.

Man’s deeds make his life pleasant, man’s deeds make his
life painful.

In order to control the human life Jainism has propounded
five great vows (Pafica-mahavratas) for ascetics and five minor scale
vows (Pafica-anuvaratas) for the house holders.

Five Great Vows

1. Abstention from Violence (Pranatipataviramana) -
The word Prandtipata literally means to destroy (atipata) life-forces
(prana) of living beings. In short it is refraining from violence. Himisa
refers to any action of giving pain to any living being by mind, body
and speech. According to Acarariga:'

“All animals (prani), all elements (bhdata) all beings (jiva)
and all existents (sattd) should neither be killed, nor be ordered to be
killed, nor be oppressed, nor be tortured, nor be disturbed with a
view to killing. The religion (dharma) in the form of non-violence
is pure.”

Non-violence is the first and foremost among all vratas. So
other vratas are done for the maintenance of non-violence.

2. Abstention from false speech (Mrsavadaviramana) -
The abstention from untruth which is spoken in order to cheat and to
harm other persons.

3. Abstention from stealing (Adattadana-viramana) -
The stealing is to take something which is not given by its master. [t
causes harm to the real owner.

4. Abstention from Sexuality (Maithuna viramanpa) -
The sexual intercourse is held due to the sex passions. The sexual
activity crates two types of demerits in human life.

a) The peace of normal life is disturbed being provoked sexual
desire again and again.
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b) The very act of intercourse slaughters great number of souls
who dwell in the generative organs of the female and the ejaculate of
the male. So the vow of abstention from sexuality forbids ascetics to
indulge himself in this activity.

5. Abstention from possessiveness (Sangraha-viramana)
Everybody wants to possess different things in order to lead a pleasant
life. The desire for possessiveness increases day by day and a time
comes when he commits so many unsocial and unethical deeds in
order to earn enough for his luxurious life. He exploits others and
disturbs the economic balance of his society. Therefore non-
possessiveness has been accepted for a plain and pious life.

If the aforesatd vows are strictly observed they are known as
Mahavratas, i.e., great vows and naturally these are meant for the
ascetics. Laymen, however, cannot observe vows so strictly and
therefore, they are allowed to practice them so far as their conditions
permit. Hence, the vows prescribed for lay devotees is called Apuvrata
or minor scale vows,

Five Minor scale Vows (Pafica Anuvratas)

a) Abstinence from gross violence (Sthitla Prapatipata
viramana)- This vow forbids killing of any living beings but allows
injurious activities which are inevitable and which may be tolerated
within strict guidelines.

b) Abstinence from gross false-speech (Stholamrsavada-
viramana)- This involves the vow of refraining from lying (asatya)
of any short.

c) Abstinence from-gross stealing (Sthuila-adattadana-
viramana)- It is refraining from taking any thing, which is not given.
Here the word ‘given’ means acquired in a legitimate transaction.

d) Abstinence from gross sexuality (Sthiila maithuna
Viramana)- This vow tells us to give-up all illicit sexual relations
which finally culminate in contentment with one’s own wife (Svadara-
santosa) and contentment with one’s own husband (Svapati-santosa).

e) Limiting one’s possessions (Parigraha-parimina) or
limiting one’s desires (Icecha-parimana)-The principle of parigraha-
parimana teaches us to restrict our possessions to the minimum.
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Like Jainism, Buddhism also teaches us to lead a restraint
and controlled life. The Buddha’s main concern was to eliminate
suffering, to find a cure for the pain of human existence. Gautama
Buddha introduced four Noble Truths which talks about the Duhkha,
its cause and means of cessation.

Four noble truths (Arya-satya)

1. Suffering (Duhkha) - Human life is full of miseries such
as poverty, diseases, old age, death, greed, anger, hatred conflict,
exploitation etc.

2. Cause of suffering (Duhkha-Samudaya) - In the world
nothing happens without_cause. All things found in this world are
conditional and relatives. Therefore suffering has a cause.

3. Cessation of suffering (Duhkha-nirodha) - If there is
cause of suffering, it may be removed when the cause is removed.

4. The way leading to the cessation of suffering (Duhkha-
nirodha-gamini pratipat) - This noble truth is eight-fold.

(a) Right faith (Samyak drsti) (b) Right resolve (Samyak
Sarikalpa) (c) Right speech (Samyak Vak) (d) Right action (Samyak
Karmanta) (e) Right living (Samyak Ajiva) (f) Right effort (Samyak
Vyayama) (g) Right thought (Samyak Smyti) (h) Right concentration
(Samyak Samadhi)

Out of these eightfold path the first two steps constitute Wisdom.
Right faith (or right views) is the grasping of true reality, and a
direct insight and penetration into the nature of things. Right resolve
is that frame of mind which is selfless, detached and free of malice;
that generosity of spirit which extends loving benevolence to all beings.
The next three steps on the eightfold path constitute ethical conduct.
Right speech involves abstaining from lies, from rude or malicious
language. Right action requires abstaining from killing and all
violence, stealing, dishonest practices, intoxicating drinks and
improper sexual behavior. Right livelihood means that one should
abstain from any profession that brings harm to others, such as
weaponry, butchering animals or selling liquor. The last three steps
on the path are those which promote mental discipline. Right effort
is the will to cultivate wholesome states of mind and eliminate evil
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or unwanted ones. Right Smrti involves being keenly aware of the
processes involved in one’s daily existence, those of the body, the
sensations, the mind and the experiencing of thoughts and ideas.
Right concentration refers to the progressive stages of dhyana. In
this discipline, the mind is gradually cleared of passionate desires,
then thoughts, then finally even feelings of joy, until only pure
awareness remains, in a state of perfect calm and equanimity.

Social Equality

The Hindu social organizations have divided society into four
classes (Varnas) Brahmana, Ksatriya, Vai§ya and Sudra. In the social
ranking - Brahmana is on the top and the Stdra is on the bottom.
This theory is based on birth. So a Brahmana is considered as worthy
to be honoured during his whole life, though he lives an immoral
life. Tulsidas has asserted in his famous work Ramacaritamanasa-

“piijahu bipra Silagupa hina”

That a Brahmana should be worshiped even if he is
characterless. On the other hand a Sudra is neglected during his whole
life even if he leads virtuous life. This way of social consideration
makes the society weak and divided.

The Sramanic systems - Jainism and Buddhism have negated
the birth theory of social organization. According to these systems
the social status must be decided on the basis of deeds (karmas)
done by a person. Uttaradhyayana Siitra, while laying stress upon
karma-theory maintains:

kammuna bambhano hoi, kammuna hoi khattio /
. vaisso Kammunpa hoi, suddo hoi kammuna //*

That, one becomes a Brahmana or a Ksatriya or a VaiS§yaor a
Stdra according to his deeds. The same principle has been accepted
by Buddhism also.

na Jacca vasalo hoti, na jacca hoti brahmano /
kammana vasalo hoti kammana hoti Brahmano //*

The distinction between Sudra and Brahmana should be made
on the basis of deeds (Karma) not on birth.
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Scientific Theories

In Indian way of thinking no classification of subjects has
been made. Religion, philosophy, art, social sciences etc. have been
discussed altogether. It is unfortunate enough that as yet Indian
scientific theories discovered in the remote past have not been
identified as scientific theories even by the Indian scientists, what to
talk of the western scientists. It is the duty of the modern Indian
scientists to place them properly in the scientific field of study.

1. Mathematics and Agriculture

Rsabhadeva the, founder of Jainism has invented Mathematics
the root of all sciences. He has also discovered the science of
Agriculture.

2. Theory of Relativity

The theory of relativity, though well known in the name of
the modern western scientist Einstein, was invented in Jainism much
earlier than his presentation of the theory. But it is locked in the
religio-philosophical area of study. It should be brought out from
this philosophical limitation and be placed under scientific
observations.

3. Theory of Mobility

It is generally known that different living beings which have
consciousness move from one place to other. But in Jainism it has
been confirmed that even non living beings can make the movement
of different beings fast and faster. This is already proved in the
modern age. When a person uses vehicles like cycle, motorcycles,
motor etc. the speed of his movement becomes fast and faster.

4. Theory of Immobility

Like theory of mobility, there is also theory of immobility in
Jainism. According to this theory a non-living being can create
immobility also. Suppose a man is going on his path and due to long
journey and scorching heat he becomes tired. In that situation he sits
down in the shadow of a tree or some peaceful hut by the side of his
way. Thus his mobility is finished and immobility takes place due to
shadow or hut which are non-beings.
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5. Theory of Space

Space (Aka$a), according to Jainism is formless, all pervasive
and self-supported. It provides shelters to all beings. It has two
divisions.

a)  World space (Lokakas$a) in which all beings reside, So

there are mobility and immobility in it.

b)  Non-world space (Alokakada) in which nothing is found,

neither mobility nor immobility.

6. Theory of Matter

The Jaina thinkers have named matter as Pudgala which has
four characteristics-touch, taste, smell and colour. The Pudgala has
been divided into two kinds - 1) Atom (Anu or Paramani) and 2)
Molecule (Skandha)). Molecule is the combination of atoms. There
are three methods through which atoms are formed into molecules.

a) Division - When the big molecule is divided, the small
molecules are formed.

b) Association - The molecule is formed when atoms are
associated.

¢) Both Division and Union - The molecule is also formed
by the combined process of division and union.

The association of atoms, which forms molecule takes place
due to harshness (Ruksata) and smoothness (Snigdhata). But there
must be difference of two quantities between harshness and
smoothness, otherwise atoms cannot be associated.

7. Theory of Time

Time is known as ‘Kala’ which is eternal and formless. It
acts-as a helper in producing change in the world. The calculation of
time according to Jainism may be known in following way.

a) Samaya - Te lowest unit of time

b) Innumerable samayas= An avalika

o) 1,67,77,216 avalikas = One muhiirta = 48 mirnutes
d) 30 muhirtas = An ahoratra (A day and night)

e) Abhoratras make fortnights, months, years etc.
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“Years can be expressed in words up to a number containing,
77 ciphers, beyond it is innumerable. An innumerable quantity of
years makes a palyopama, 10 Kotakoti (crore multiplied by crore)
palyopamas form a sagaropama.

Time consists of two kinds of cyclés : the ascending® cycle
(utasarpini) and the descending cycle (avasarpini)
Bharatanatyama

Rsabhadeva has also introduced Seventy two types of art for

men and Sixty four types of art for women. Among these
Bharatnatyama is well known in the name of his son, Bharata.

8. Support to Environmental Purification

Jainism has provided a permanent suppert to environmental
purification for Indian life. According the Jaina metaphysics water,
air, earth, vegetable are one sensed beings and its theory of non-
violence asserts that even one sensed beings should never be disturbed
and destroyed. As a result of these theories of Jainism environmental
purification may be maintained permanently.

In this way it may be concluded that Sramana tradition has
contributed a lot to Indian culture.
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Jainism is a living religion, but the description of Jainism
throughout the Medieval-period is very scanty; moreover, the Jains
are always described as Hindus. Jaina scriptures reveal that they
were very particular about "Ahimsa,’ and were considered as a rich
community and as bankers who used to finance the rulers and the
nobles. There are ample of details available about the happy relation
subsisting between the Mughal-rulers, Akbar and Jahangir, and the
spiritual leaders of Jains. The unique collection of farmans is still
preserved by various Jaina-Bhandaras and by the family of Seth
Shanti Das Jawahari, the ancestor of the famous Nagara-Setha family
of Ahmedabad. When the [badata-khana used to be open for non-
Muslim subjects, Jains were also invited. Abul Fazl knew it's
doctrines, and so was Akbar. But, due to scanty information available
on the participation of Jains in the debates, even many modern
historians completely ignored it. Eiphinstone, Von Noer, Mallesan
and even Blochmann failed to notice the Jaina aspect of the question.
In the list of the learned-men of the time, mentioned in 'Aine Akbarf,
one is Hariji Sur (most probably Hiravijaya Sari), the other is Bijaysen
Sur (most probably Vijayasena Stri), and the third is Bhan Chandra
(most probably Bhanucandra). Akbar had very good relations with
the above mentioned Acdryas. 'Bhanucandra-caritra also mentions
that Abul Fazl studied, under his guidance, ' Sad-dar§ana-samuccaya,
a treatise expanding the six systems of Indian philosophy.' Later on,
many of the humanitarian regulations of Akbar and Jahangir have
been ascribed to the Jain-influence.

* Reader in History, Mahila Mahavidyalaya, B.H.U., Varanasi
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Gujarat was the center of Jainism. The influence of Jaina
Aciryas, which started from the reign of Akbar, was continued till
the first-half of Jahangir's reign. Though, the imperial-historians are
also silent on this issue, but the Jaina-biographies and the sources
from some half dozen of the royal-farmans are there to show that
Jahangir, alike his father, supported the Jaina-Acaryas and issued
farmans granting benefits to and ensuring the good for their
community. It shows the happy-relation of Jaina-Acaryas with
Emperor Jahangir. These farmans, which were published in the
Journal of Bombay University in the year 1940, are the evidences of
the extremely tolerant religious policy of these rulers in an age of
high religious bigotry and persecution. Bhanucandra-caritra and
'‘Surishwar or Samrat also deal with the relation of Jaina-Acaryas
and the Emperors and also deal with the translation of these farmans.

Bhanucandra, not only brought his influence to bear on Akbar,
for doing the good of his community, but of the public at large. It is
said that when Mughal-army raided Jamnagar, and made captive the
king with all his men, Akbar was celebrating the occasion and granting
various gifts to his men, he requested Bhanucandra also to ask for
something. Instead of wishing for any trifling thing, he skillfully
demanded release of all those prisoners who were made captive, and
the Emperor had to grant soon.” The second instance, as writes
Siddhicandra, was that when Salim (Emperor Jahangir) was appointed
as the Stubedara of Gujarat, the Jeziya and other taxes, which were
stopped by Akbar, were revived by him. When Bhanucandra came to
know of it, he sent Siddhicandra to put Salim in the right-knowledge
of the affairs; hearing which, Salim became sad at heart and issued
farman to his officers, repealing the taxes.’

When Akbar died, Bhanucandra and his disciple Siddhicandra
were present in the Agra fort. On the accession of Jahangir, both
Bhanucandra and Siddhicandra, who had been continuously in
residence at Akbar's court for the record period of 20 years, sought
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and received the royal-permission to return to their native country.
The earliest of several imperial farmans issued by Jahangir in favor
of Jains, some of which are located in the Jaina-bhandara at Cambay,
was probably granted to these Jaina-leaders on their departure from
Agra for Gujarat in 1605-06. The farman was addressed to the officials,
particularly, of the 'Sarakar' of Sorath (Saurashtra) to the effect that
"Be it known to those issuing orders relating to important affairs,
those executing those orders, their clerks and the present and future
Mutasaddis.............. and others and particularly those of Sorath
Sarkar, having received and further expecting royal favours, that
whereas Bhanucandra Yati and Siddhicandra Yati - the holder of the
title ' Khush-faham', made a humble presentation to us that the Jaziya,
the toll, the slaughter of animals, viz. cows, she buffaloes, he buffaloes
and bullocks, killing of other animals on specified days of each month,
confiscation of the property of the dead, taking people as captives,
and the poll-tax on the pilgrims visiting mount Satruiijaya exacted in
Sorath Sarakar - all these had been abolished and prohibited by Ala
Hazarat (The Emperor Akbar). And as we are perfectly kind to all
people, we have also prohibited (slaughter of animals) as per below-
written list after adding to it one more month at the end where of our
birth took place-they (the officers) should carry out this our best
order and should not deviate from or go against it. And Vijayasena
Suri and Vijayadeva Siiri who are there (in Gujarat) should be properly
looked after, and whatever thing they may represent to be done, should
be done perfectly, so that they may remain occupied in praying for
the permanency of the victorious kingdom with happy mind."* The
farman is with the name of Abul Muzaffar Sultan Shah Salim Gazi
which show that it was issued by the Emperor before he assumed his
formal Imperial title of 'Nuruddin Muhammad Jahangir Bahadur
Gazi'. The date of the farman is not legible, but it may be placed in
the very first year of Jahangir's reign. ]

Bhanucandra and Siddhicandra, receiving the usual ceremonies
at the various Jaina centers on the journcy, arrived at Ahmedabad;
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and there, Vijayasena Suri, the head of the Tapagaccha and later on,
Raja Vikramajit who was appointed as the Viceroy of Gujarat,
accompanied the Jaina-monks. In the local upasraya, the Raja,
accompanied by Siddhicandra, performed the worship of the deities
and issued a proclamation by beat of drum, prohibiting animal
slaughter. From 1607 to 1610, Bhanucandra and Siddhicandra stayed
in Gujarat. While their stay in Gujarat, an incident took-place. A
Jaina-lady, named Lali, installed the idol of Tirthankara. The occasion
was celebrated with festivities on a very grand scale. Jaina
congregations from all towns and villages flocked to Patan. While
the 'Jalayatrd procession was in progress, an order, prohibiting the
ceremony, was issued by the Governor, Mirza Sadulla by name. A
wave of grief overwhelmed the crowd, which a moment age was in
high spirits. All activities came to a sudden stop, and none knew
what to do. A deputation consisting of the leading members of the
congregation waited upon the Governor; but, they were rudely insulted
by him. At last accompanied by the leading members of the
congregation, Siddhicandra confidently went to the residence of Mirza
Sadulla, the governor, and requested him to tell him the reason why
the performance of a good and harmless ceremony was prohibited by
him. He also warned him that such an attitude on his part would
mean the end of all relationship between them. On hearing this
reprimand, the Governor felt ashamed and inquired of Siddhicandra
what he should do to please him. The latter asked him to accompany
him to the upasraya, to see his master there, and to attend the Jalayatra
Mahotsava' . The Governor accompanied to comply with his request.
Thus trivmphed the good over the wicked who meant trouble. Then
the Upadhyaya, having passed monsoons at Vatapadra (Baroda) and
Gandhara, halted at Patan duing the next monsoon.®

While their stay at Ahmedabad, the Deputy of Jahangir, named
Jahangir Quli Khan, eonveyed the message of the Emperor that he
desired that Bhanucandra and Siddhicandra should go to Agra ad see
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him. Both the monks started for their long journey to Agra. Most
probably, they arrived at the courtin 1611 and stayed therc till 1613,
but Jaina sources do not say anything about the dates. During their
absence from the Imperial-court 1606 and 1611, when they arrived
at Agra for the second time, Jahangir maintained his relations with
other Jaina monks of repute. Among other Jaina monks, Viveka Harsa
and Paramananda visited the royal court, and Jahangir issued his
other farman in 1608 AD addressed to the governors, officials and
Jagirdars of the Subah of Gujarat. Is the effect that no one should
enter these temples without permission, and no objection should enter
these temples without permission, and no objection should be made
to their being repaired or rebuilt, and that on Sunday and Thursday
in every week, and the new-moon day of every month, and the days
of feasts, and every new-year's day, and in the month of Navaroj,
and one day in the month of yar-mah,- there shall be no killing of
animals in (our) protected kingdom; and no one on those days shall
hunt and catch and kill birds and fishes.’

Another farman was issued two years later, in 1610, to the
effect that Viveka Harsa, Parmananda and Udaya Harsa, the disciples
of Vijayasena Stiri, and others of the Tapagaccha sect had submitted
a request that, during the holy days of the Paryiisana festival of the
Jains, in the month of Bhadarva, there Should bo no slaughter of
animals in any part of his Majesty's dominions, and that thereby the
Jains would feel honored, the lives of many animals would be saved.
Jahangir issued the farman ordering his govemors; administrative
officers that during twelve days of the each year of the Jaina-
Parydsana, no animal should be slaughtered in the places of killing
in all our protected territories, and no preparation (even) for such an
act should be made. Besides, no new order or sanadain respect there
or should be requisitioned.® :

The issue of this farman is confirmed by a pictorial epistle,
which is known as 'Vijaaptipatras' or 'Sarivatsarika-patras' or
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'Ksamapana-patras”; simply it is a letter of solicitation. The specialty
of this 'Vijiiaptipatras' is that the painting depicts the scene of the
Darbar in which the Emperor was sitting at the 'jharokha, Raja
Ramdas was in front' behind him stood Pandit Viveka Harsa with
the farman (granted by Akbar), and after him Pandit Udaya Harsa.
They made a request about non-slaughter of animals, and the Emperor
gave immediate orders. Ustad Salivahana was the royal-painter who
had reproduced (in this document) the scene exactly as he witnessed. "

At last, when both monks Bhanucandra and Siddhicandra,
reached Agra where a magnificent reception was accorded to them.
The Emperor, learning from Ramadas that they both were waiting
outside, at once summoned them to his presence, and greeted them
with much respect and pleasure. He said, "Welcome to you both;
you should always be with me"."' Bhanucandra-caritra throws ample
light on their several visits to Emperor Jahangir.

Once, the Emperor affectionately said to the Upadhyaya '*"

Siddhicandra is endowed with good manners and physical beauty
rarely found in others. Please see that he comes to me everyday at
least for a short time." Accordingly, Siddhicandra used to visit the
royal-court where the Emperor listened to his sermons which
impressed him very highly. The Emperor declared to him that he
would do anything that he desired him to do. Because of these
interviews with the Emperor, his wide learning of Sanskrit and Persian
and his discussions made him very popular, and Jahangir was very
much attracted by his manners, austerities and handsome personality.
At one occasion, while Siddhicandra was delivering an interesting
lecture on the lives of the holiest saints, the Emperor put a question
to Siddhicandra: "How many years have elapsed since the birth of
Your Holiness- you whose attachment to Parabrahma (the highest

spirit) is supreme?" The answer was, "Twenty five.""”

In another visit, the Emperor, looking at the physical
handsomeness and perfection of Siddhicandra was struck with the
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thought that his position was similar to that of a male cuckoo cooing
on the mango tree in a forest in the form of religious austerities. So,
he called him to his side and said, "O Lord! Your form is stately
enough to make you a king. You have youth hotly in your veins.
Your age is meant for the soft pleasure of contact with the body of
red-blooded damsels. Why then, do you waste it upon the desert of
severe austerities?" Siddhicandra replied in a strident voice, "Initiation
into monkhood at a tender age is neither funny nor foolish. In the
drinking of nectar the wise never wait. Which age is more suited to
austerities-youth or old age? Death lays his icy hands on the young
and the old alike. O king! In old age a man has no resisting power-no
vitality, without which no austerities can be performed. It is, therefore,
nothing more than a delusion to think that old age is the only and
most proper time for renouncing the world for the purposc of
achieving the noble aim of spiritual liberation and perfection. In old
age, the performance of things requiring vitality results into the
dullness of intellect and nervous breakdown. Religious austerity is a
sword that kills all the enemies in the form of wicked actions
perpetrated by a man in his countless previous births as well as in
his present birth. He, who takes to this course of life, is respected by
all as a man of courage. Like the Sun it grants the luster-purity to his
eyes, and gives him enough light in the form of knowledge and
conviction to enable him to distinguish between the real and the

shadowy,- the material and the immaterial.""*

The Emperor asked, "How do you manage to keep your mind
firm at an age when it is exceedingly prone to be assailed constantly
by the god of Love?

Siddhicandra replied, "By means of knowledge- especially,
knowledge derived from meditation on the higher truths of religion
and philosophy, which teach man how to understand his own nature
and how he may be re-united with the Supreme Spirit-the mind would
become firm and would be controlled just as an elephant is controlled
by means of a hook.""*
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The monk further asserted that "absolute detachment from
worldly shackles is the final aim of existence. Ascetics are absorbed
in the contemnplation of the Supreme Spirit, and always immersed in
the ocean of tranquility. Kings and Emperors cannot daunt them who
are as free as fish in the sea of happiness. Their sojourn is always on
the purest path and they are always intent upon the acquisition of
virtues. Always obliging and always profuse in meritorious action,
they are not slaves of the greed of possession, and are always
courageous in taking vows. Constant search of spiritual knowledge

is the passion of their lives: they are independent even of gods."'®

Jahangir was very much pleased with this answer. It is also
said that Noor Mahal, the beautiful Empress, also joined in the
discussion and she asked some questions-" How can firmness be
compatible with youth? Itis impossible”. Siddhicandra tred to justify
his view with certain examples and said-" for the purpose of spiritual
uplifiment age is immaterial. Some, who have resorted to asceticism
in childhood, have not stood firm; but the number of elderly persons,
still hot in pursuit of carnal pleasures, is not small. Hence, old age is

no consideration in acquiring firmness of mind.""’

Noor Mahal, the Empress, replied-"Asceticism is meant for
those who have had their fill of sensual pleasures. Those who took
to asceticism before having experience of these pleasures cannot
distinguish what is essential form what is not. The mind of a man,

who has not enjoyed these pleasures, always hankers after them."'®

The sage replied in an extremely gently and sweet tone-"At
present, just the reverse of what you said, is seen to happen. In the
age in which we are born, every thing is topsy-turvy. The young
observe religious vows, while the old break vows which they have

already taken.""”

Jahangir was convinced with the argument of the monk. In
spite of that Jahangir tried to convince him to marry and lead a happy
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married life, giving many instances to prove the futility of life that
the position of houscholder is the highest, because the very existence
of others depends upon it. Jahangir further told him, "In this world
you are leading a miserable life. Your life in the next world will be
more miserable, because you arc intent transgressing the path
prescribed by God."”

Siddhicandra promptly replied that to deviate from his vow is
an action of a coward. The Emperor, thereupon, become angry, and
ordering a vicious elephant to be brought up, put before the monk,
and told- either he should accept a wife with lands and wealth or be
trampled to death by the furious animal. But, to the astonishment of
all , the monk stood firm, calmly facing imminent destruction.21
This incident is supported by 'Vijayatilaka-rasa-adhikara’, 'Sri
Yugapradhdna-nirvana-rasa' and other Jaina works, as remaining
firm at Jahangir's order, even under the. threat of being trampled
under the feet of an elephant. At last, Jahangir, seeing his firmness
ordered that he should retire to a forest for disobeying the Imperial
wishes. Siddhicandra, therefore, left the court and went to Malpur in
Jaipur state.”

Akbar had given the royal patronage to Tapagaccha and to the
Suris of the Kharataragaccha. Jinacandra Stri was given the title of
'Yuga Pradhana'. This was also followed by Jahangir. In 1612 AD,
Jahangir was incensed at the misconduct of a Darshani (Monk): and
in a fit of passion, not only had him expelled, but ordered all the
Jaina-monks to be banished from his realm. In this crisis, the Jaina-
sarhgha of Agra requested their religious head, Jinacandra Stri to
come to Agra and intercede with the emperor. Suri came and
discoursed before the emperor, and ultimately, Jahangir with drew
his orders.> This incident is supported by Jaina literary sources and
by an inscription dated 1619 AD, in a temple on the hill Satrufijaya,
in which after referring to Jinacandra's influence on Akbar, it adds :
"He appeascd the angry Jahangir and protected the Sadhus banished

w24

by him.
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After his return from the royal-court, he died. Mana Simha,
who also accompanied him to Akbar's court at that time, was also
adorned with the title of 'Jina Simha Suri' and enjoyed the dignity of
an Acarya. His disciple, Rajasamundra, says that he was honoured
by Jahangir, who ordered Muqarrab Khan to invest on him the title
of 'Yuga Pradhana which was previously bestowed on his master
Jinacandra. This is also supported by an epigraphic evidence.”

In 1617-18 AD, Jahangir was anxious to see him, and sent a
farman to his officer asking him to send him to his court. Jina Simha,
thereupon, left Bikaner but after he had passed through Medta, he
died in 1618 AD. This evidence is also based on Jaina sources.”®
But, this evidence does not reconcile with the bitter and abusive
remarks which Jahangir makes, in his memoirs, against Mana Simha,
which will be discussed later.

In 1613 AD, Jahangir was in Ajmer, where he issued tow
farmans in favor of the Jains. It is stated that Chandu Sanghavi
(probably Sarhghapati, Chandrapara, of Agra) offered a precious gift
to the Emperor, and prayed that ten Bighas of land may be granted to
him in village Akbarpur, for the purpose of building a temple and a
garden in the memory of Vijayasena Stri.”” In making this grant,
Jahangir undoubtedly followed his father's footsteps, who had made
a similar grant, in 1595 AD, at Una in Saurashtra, for the deceased
Jaina leader, Hiravijaya Sari. 2 Thereupon, an order, shining like
rays of the Sun and worth being obeyed by the world, was passed
that Chandu Sanghavi be granted a plot of agricultural land measuring
ten bighas at Akbarpur in Chorasi Pargana, which is near Cambay,
as a jagira known as 'madad-i-maash'.” Jahangir had given special
order that no trouble should be given to them and no demand should
be made for dues of any kind. Thus, the land was made free from all
diwani and sultani exactions for ever with a special instruction that
the order which is (hereby) given should not be infringed and that all
should consider as their duty due to the government.™
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In July, 1616 AD, Jahangir issued a second farman. It says
that Viveka Harsa and Jayanand, the disciples of Vijayadeva Suri,
presented themselves before the emperor and begged for an urgent
farman of the Jaina-monks who are virtuous and whose sole-function
is the adoration of God. The farman was issued, ordering all the
Jagiradars and the administrative officers throughout the empire that
they should allow these monks to attend their worship and devotion
in perfect peace of mind, so that they may remain occupied in praying
for the permanency of he victorious kingdom with happy mind."

But, two years later, in 1618 AD, Jahangir records, the death
of Mana Simha (Jina Simha Suri), in his memories, a great
satisfaction at the news of the death of Mana Simha, who was a
leading member of the Kharataragaccha.” He had incurred the bitter
dislike for Mana Simha when he predicted, at the time of Jahangir's
accession, that his reign would not last.for more than two years.
This was mainly due to the fact that Mana Simha had sided with
Khusrau and had prophesied the fall of the Mughal Empire. Moreover,
the Jains were accused of having put temples and other buildings
which were reported to have become centers of disturbances; their
religious teachers were also accused of immoral practices.™

Emperor Jahangir appointed Muqarrab Khan as Viceroy of
Guyjarat, who proceeded for the province and met Bhanucandra at
Jalor where he was passing the monsoon season. The Upadhyaya
submitted his complaints against Vijayadeva Siiri, the new head of
the Tapagaccha, and charged him with making common cause with
the Sagar-group which was not following the behests of their late
pontiff Hiravijaya Siiri. This controversy among the Jaina religious
teachers of Gujarat had engendered considerable bitterness, leading
to the rise of rival pontiffs. In 1617, at a plenary conference of Jaina-
monks held at Ahmedabad, a learned monk named Ramavijaya was
invested with the title of ' Vijaya Tilaka Sirf, and proclaimed the
Aciryaor Supreme-head of Tapagaccha, thus depriving Vijayadeva
Siiri of this position.
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In 1617, Vijayadeva Siiri arrived at the court, at the royal
invitation. The Emperor was so pleased and impressed at the
discussion which took place that he bestowed upon him the title of
‘Jahangiri Maha-Tapa'. The grant of the title mentioned above is
proved by the fact that it is engraved in various consecration
inscriptions bearing his name.*

In order to reconcile the differenced between the Jaina monks,
Jahangir also invited Acérya Vijaya Tilaka Stri and Bhanucandra to
Mandu; Siddhicandra and Nandivijaya were also present. There was
full-dress debate of propound the matter in dispute. The Emperor
was wise enough not to force a decision upon either party, and he
advised both sides to live peacefully and amicably.*

In August, 1618, Jahangir wrote a letter to Vijayadeva Sori. It
was a friendly greeting, in which Jahangir appreciated the good
behavior and the intellect of Dayakusala Panyasi, who was the disciple
of Vijayadeva Suri. Jahangir requested the Jaina Acarya to ask for
something, assuring him about the fulfillment of his wishes, if the
Acdrya brings any matter to the Emperor's notice.*

- Bhanucandra used to come to the court as usual and the King
also honored him suitably. But, it was clear to the cunning eyes of
the King that sadness had settled on the face of Bhianucandra. He
knew from his talk with Bhanucandra that the reason was the injustice
meted out to Siddhicandra. The feeling of friendship rose in his
heart, he became repentant and corrected his misdemeanor by recalling
Siddhicandra who immediately responded to his invitation and came
to Agra. The Emperor respectfully granted an interview and asked
for apology for his ruthless treatment. Siddhicandra humbly and
affectionately gave an adequate reply. They became delighted and
the lost relation was revived with former force and Siddhicandra
thus became entitle 'Jahangir pasand (Favorite o Jahangir).”

It is also said that the title of 'Khush-faham' (a man of sharp
intellect) was conferred upon Siddhicandra for his ‘avadhanas' not



184 :  Sramana, Vol 58, No. 2-3/April-September 2007

only by the Emperor Akbar Jalaluddin but also by the Emperor
Jahangir Nuruddin, and the latter further invested him with the title
of 'Nadira-Jaman' (the unique of the age).* This conferring of title
to Siddhicandra by the Emperor Jahangir is supported by a manuscript
copy of the colophon, date Vikram Samvat 1711, as seen in 'Lekha-
Likhan-Paddhati which was written at the time of Jahangir, to whom
he attributes the conferring of the title 'Khush-faham' on the Jain-
Monk Siddhicandra and also the conferment of the title 'Nadir-i-
Zamana on the said monk.”

fafada’ fremg do guge a¥ (27)

All these evidences show that Bhanucandra and Siddhicandra
has intimate relations with the Emperor Jahangir, especially
Siddhicandra's talent, intellect, repartee and physical handsomeness
attracted Jahangir, which took the form of a fast friendship.

It is sad about Siddhicandra that once thirty two thieves at
Burhanpur were at the point of being put to sword, when Siddhicandra
obtained an imperial-farman and saved all of them from being put to
death. Similarly, many nobles were saved from punishments. Jayadasa
and Appo Lad Banias who were sentenced to be trampled under the
feet of an elephant on account of their killing an elephant wrongfully,
were got released by Siddhicandra.*

After 1618 AD, no further reference to Jahangir's contact with
the Jaina religious teachers are available either in the 'Tuzuk-e-
Jahangiri or in Jaina literary sources. Thus the glorious chapter of
the Jainism and their relation with Emperor Jahangir came to an end.
'Bhanucandra-caritra also ends here.
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Afgar wwd =4, waEd  fasufurem | g@erei g3,

It is an indisputable fact that the very root on which the edifice
of Jainism stands is '‘Ahimsa’. Coming across certain phrases or
sentences in the Jaina scriptures, some are led to believe that in the
times gone by meat-eating was common among the Jains including
the Jaina monks. In old times some people used to think in the same
way and in modern times, too, the learned Prof. Hermann Jacobi and
Prof. Hoernle followed the same wake of belief. This controversy
was revived latter on by a renowned scholar of Buddhism, Pt
Dharmanand Koshambi. In his publication ‘Bhagvana Buddha'the
learned writer has touched this subject, giving references of Jain
Siatras, that just as Lord Buddha and his disciples were used to
meat-eating, Lord Mahavira and his disciples were also used to the
same thing.

Many scholars of Jainism have, before this, tried to refute
this way of thinking, and this article, too, is nothing but an honest
effort on my part to further expound this subject.

In three Jaina scriptures we come across a few sentences in
which are used the words 31f$37, #¥ and TS, - this is the circumstance
which has given rise to so much controversy, because the critics
have interpreted such words in their own way and naturally the readers
are lead by the interpretations of these critics. But interpretations
cannot be said to be infallible. Because it is almost the daily
experiences of a student of language that the same work admitting of

* With curtsey -Bharatiya Vidya, Vol. V
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different meanings can be construed in varied ways by different
writers and readers according to their own understanding and
knowledge not only of the language but of the subject or Sastras
which they try to explain. '

Though this subject has been dealt with in detail in ‘STez{q
3= G published in Gujarati and Hindi by the writer of this
article, and attempt has been made here to publish this article, in a
concise form in English, with a view to draw the attention of Jaina
and Non--Jaina scholars of ‘Ardha-Magadhi' and request them to
evince interest in the subject and give their learned and well considered
opinion on the interpretations given here.

Acdranga, Dasavaikalika and Bhagavati are three of the old
Jaina Satras. The first two of these are virtually the authoritative
code of Ethics for the Jaina monks. The words 3?@37 , T4 and T8
above referred to are used at certain places in these tow Satras, in
which the observance of certain conditions is imposed on the monks
regarding their vigilance while going out for and receiving M= (food
from door to door). Need it be said that those were the days when
killing of animals for sacrifices at altars and meat-eating were very
common among the people. And in Bhagavati Siltra a certain mention
about the medical use of a certain food has been interpréted into meat
eating by some of the critics.

These interpretations, therefore, are open to discussion and
require elucidation by the language experts.

ATERATYS (Acaranga-siitra) ,
¥ fyeg a1 () 919 GAIOT § S U7 SO A a1 998 a1
TG} YETT Feer e o AT SqFafewomi I8 ot T @
TR SNHTET| Ty FTeomii|m (€ 9% )°
'Oh, monk or nun, know by this that if you come to know that

at a certain house meat and fist are fried and cakes or buns are also
cooked in oil for the entertainment of guests you need, not
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indiscriminately, go to such a house in a hurry and ask for alms. If it
be unavoidably expedient to go, however, only for the sake of service
to a sick monk, you can”. (619).

This permission to go to such a house cannot in any way
mean that the author of the Siitra extends permission to receive meat
in alms. The permission to go to such a house is only under exceptional
and unavoidable circumstances of a sick monk, who may be in need
of a light vegetarian food such as cakes and buns, which are not
available at any other place. Under normal conditions, however, a
monk or nun has to keep away from such places, even though they
may be answering to certain of his or her requirements. This saves
them from the blame to which, otherwise, they can be exposed by
indiscriminate critics.

A household contains so many articles and things, the use of
some of which may be permissible to the monks and nuns and that of
the others not permissible. If a monk goes to such a place he goes
only for the permissible ones. It is not fair and just, on the part of the
critics, therefore, to put wrong construction and say that he goes and
receives non-permissible things too.

™ quotations under dispute :-

QA fyerg a1 () | ST QU1 Sotsen, g g o a1 agahed,
Sfew @ sfemfedfa ot faan diavee, agsfsmafe deumr
qgEd oY A= a7 agehe’ ard € I U qiETesS (&%)

Q fiyerg &1 () 19w fgar of ot SgetEunT H9u 5=
foreiid wenrean foraey @ yearg sweiesen, “seat & wef fa a,
N §g A F9E § Tgaifsd o4 ufeRaw el # TR Sesd
aEgd W SerEfe, W A | Wd adoae a sifug gl
TRl a1 WU 9 STHed SrifoTsst e Fd S O gemesen| 9
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aeea sfemfew faar, o it & f4 awsen, of ‘aoif’ fa adsen
YUY, GAHaFRA STEFRAT 318 STRFFT a1 318 Sawwaifyan

. > et oR iFelfty o1 aifURiRy o1 RrsuRiR
a1 qERrdfy a1 MraafERs ar sy dfscify afsafed 3 wfeE 3
A3 Ysramg TAfserg R Rgdsen (§30)

The interpretation of para 629 is this : "A monk or a nun need
not accept Ig31gd HH o1 H=S o IgehT in his or her alms, only for
the reason that such foods contain much of the non-eatable and very
little of the eatable parts.

The same thing has been reiterated, with greater stress, in
details, in the next para, which says that, if a monk or a nun happens
to go to a certain house for alms and any inmate of the house asks
him or her whether he or she will accept 'ﬂgﬂ@‘q ¥ he or she should
say in reply that 5@3’{@'& TH is not acceptable to him or her. He or
she can accept only YITTet and not 3fEAE. In spite of this, if the host
persistently puts 9§ 34 HH in his or her vessel against his or her
will, the monk or nun should use 597 7=37] the eatable part and
should put away 3§34 T the non-catable part in a safe place
such as burnt up ground heap of bones, heap of scrape iron eic.
which should be devoid of insects and other small creatures”.

In the first instance let me try to explain the meaning‘ and use
of the words, which I have used in the original untranslated form in
the above paragraph, because most of the critics have taken their
stand on these words and interpreting them in their own way, have
gone so far as to say that meat-eating was common among the Jains
of old.

Itis quite evident that in the compound 8§ 31fEF the latter part
is 31fg4, and not 3fg, because in the same quotation its own

derivatives AT and 31fE3A are used®. 3fE (Fo 31f)= bone.
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3"{% (ﬁo WO) = bone.
31fgaT (Fo31I®o ) = As hard as bone; seed.’
The original writers of the Sitra are quite conscious of the

difference in the meanings of 31§ and 3fE3T therefore in the first part
of the quotation under discussion where the writer intended to refer

to seedthe word sd‘gs: isusedi.e. agafgq 34'@?1'@ 34'@'@'01 and in the

latter part where he intended to refer to bone the word 3fg is used

i.e. AfgAATA heap of bones.

The difference in the meanings of these two words, given in
the above text, from the literary standpoint is much convincing to the
common sense also, and these words are used in their respective
meanings in scriptural quotations given below.

31'@ = bone. :
1. SIS YIoRPTE

One whose love for religion is as far deep rooted as the marrow
of the bones6

2. IfETEUTE - A skeleton of bones wrapped in skin.”

3. q3f fafadm g do sfgfieemehargiH-a|

The following are the paternal contribution in the constitution
of a child- bones, marrow, hair and nails."

31'@3‘1’ Stone of a fruit. 2. seed.
1. wgﬁamao@@m(®+m)ﬂmq

There are two kinds of trees yielding fruits, having one seed
or many seeds.’

2. Qe gerfe, o1 Afgang
Give me the soft pulp of a fruit but not the seeds.
- 3. wfgd 9eRud we|

{(Water) containing a stone of a fruit, a particle or a seed."

10
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4. a0 ¥ Yooy, Afgel Fee sl faam aurgHER
aifar, of+ aifer deTeaRil

While taking his meal if a monk happens to feel in his morsel
a seed, a thorn, a straw, a bit of wood, a small stone etc.'?

As shown above 31f§3 means seed and 3§3Tf=§q means having
many seeds. The latter being adjective of H¥, #¥ cannot mean flesh,
because flesh does not contain seeds; but it means only the pulp or
soft part of a fruit, and the use of H#Y in this sense is well known.

W = (Ho HiHo) 1. Flesh, 2. Fleshy part of a fruit."

HY in the sense of a pulp of a fruit has been used in the
Siatras, in English language, in Botany and even in the medical
sciences as can be ascertained from the following authorities.

Satra, 62 W@ FETE TR FElq TG

The stalk, the pulp and the skin (of a fruit) have one life."
English. Flesh, Soft pulpy substance of fruit."

Botany. Fleshy part of a fruit.

Medical Science @Tg ¥itd & &Y wid wredfimifeid |

While describing the properties of a Bijora fruit the word e
is used for the pulpy part of that fruit.'®

In this way 31§37 §H means 'the pulp of a fruit with many
seeds.’

Now let us further examine the meaning of =8 al &g T
which is used in the same sentence. In the sentence SgAEL HH 4T,
=3 &t EE?%?TT, the word 8T is twice used. The word @, according
to Apte, can be used in two ways,

ar = (1) as an alternative conjunction meaning or, and, also.
(2) as a figurative attribute equivalent to &% meaning Like'’

The following examples respectively show that a1 is used in
both the above senses in Jaina scriptures.
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(1) ® firrg ar frargfor an | 55 o7 St |

Oh monk or nun, again know by this.'®

1€ W ufRaftT ysSR &7 Like a bird shut up in a cage which
does not feel happy."”

The said sentence 98, 31gd W4 &1, W a1 9gshe if arranged
in syntactical order will run as follows: - 7=8 a1 g FHN a1 agsx@q
T (on q@’ﬂ%\!‘\rﬂ) and which means (Do not accept) the soft pulp of
a fruit containing many seeds or anything hard like the fish bone.

Thus taking the first 9T as a particle showing comparison and
the second @7 as a conjunction and making no change in the meaning
of 7% and %<, we can derive from this sentence a meaning quite
consistent with the fundamental principle of Jainism viz., ‘Ahirsa’
It can be seen from the above statement that the above phrase refers
to vegetarian food only and not to fish or meat-eating as is thought
by the critics,

In the remaining part of the above quotation @F is used at
some places and at others it is omitted. It is, therefore, more befitting
to translate that part also by way supplying the ellipsis.

In this sentence 9T is used in its two different meanings in
close proximity and this practice is not infrequent in the scriptures.

Td 9gfE A, siTeeny SsfirEras
T figa 99 ar, ggLad @ o ar E3

One, who 1s blind in love of a woman and who for the
satisfaction of one's passions, does all the sinful actions, is like a
slave, a deer, a menial, a dumb driven creature or the humblest of the
humble.

Our contention is not about the use of the words, but the
meanings or interpretation of the words used. It is only the etymology
and syntactical rules, as well as the common practice or usage in
language and last but not the least the context, which help us to
arrive at the correct interpretation of a word.
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The following few explanations will help a great deal in
interpreting and understanding the texts of the quotation under
discussion.

(1) A host when offering food to a monk uses the words "9
and AT3 and the author of the text in permitting a food does not use
the same words H9 and H=5, but their forms H&9 and 9557, What
should be the motive in using this ‘7" ending" It is used to impart to
it the idea of a simile, meaning thereby something similar to flesh or
fish but not flesh or fish itself.

(2) The practice of giving the illustration of A must have
been frequently resorted to by writers in those days, as it is evident
from the following -

Patafijali in his Mahabhasya and Vacaspati Misra in his
Tatparya Mimarisa make use of this illustration as follows :-

HiE AT AT FIHA, FHUSH ST
AR ¥ IEaQIRE TEaEIETd VTR HI Icgsie !
TG HUCHA IEA ATHIATAS HUSHIIHTATA A
S § @R AEATeHT @ .2

A meat-eater brings fish with its scales and thorns as they are

inseparable, but he eats only the flesh, the eatable part and throws
off the scales and the thorns, the uneatable hard stuff.

3. Following are some of the many examples of vegetarian
food which are acceptable to the Jaina monks, and which answer to
the properties as described in the text by the author e.g.

(1) Cooked vegetables of* EPR, e, ?il"ilgl, WH\T,'etc‘
(2) Pickles of 7j€T, dates and mangoes.

(3) Small pieces of sugar cane.

*§ = Zizypghus Jujuba, & = Cordia-Latifolia,
wimer = Trapa bispinosa, quEl = Moringa Pterigo-sperma.
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(4) Slice of a mango or any such fruit with skin but ,
without seed.

(5) A piece of cocoanut with its shell attached to it.

Some of these contain seeds or uneatable hard parts and others
have skin or hard shell.

(4) The author in the same quotation lays particular stress
regarding the place where, the manner in which and the scrupulous
care with which the seeds and the uneatable parts should be put away,
so that even the humblest of the sensible life may not be hurt. It is
quite incomprehensible and unbelievable, therefore, that the same
author in the same quotation may allow a monk to accept as alms
fish and fleshy food which unequivocally implies the killing of more
uscful lives.

TYRAFRIAS A (Dasavikalika-siitra)
TgATEd I, Afonfare an sgaed)
sferg foigat faeed, s=g@s o fafdiezn
o figar Mo, sgsfermfog
fefaai afearsey, 9 8 oz aftd nexn?

These verses belong to DaSavaikalika Siitra and its subject
matter is nothing but a re-echo of the precepts given in the Acaranga
and hence these also admit of the meanings given above. The words
wgA5d and S§HH used in Dasavaikalika are the same as those
used in the Acarariga, but the word 311y (o Afoifaw (Fo fafiy
= a creature without twinkling of eyes i.e. a fish) is a synonym of
A= and the word I is another Prakrit form of T, The word
is used in the quotation of the Acardriga as a synonym of H¥, and
hence TS in this quotation, too, can be, unhesitatingly interpreted
as 'a soft pulp of a fruit'.

Taking it into this light the first line of the verse favours the
interpretation of the soft pulpy part of the fruit containing many
seeds and uneatable hard stuff like a fish; and in the second line of
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the same verse the author gives for the sake of clarification the names
of such fruits viz, 31fcd, i?ﬂ%_\’ﬂ., fared, 3&};@3 and faafet. All these

fruits contain the soft pulp and seeds or uneatable hard stuff.

In spite of such a simple and straightforward meaning and the
instances of fruits, given in support of the above meaning in the
same verse and the preceding and the following verses of the same
chapter dealing with vegetarian food, if a critic tries to misinterpret
it into fish and meat food, it can only be attributed to his want of
knowledge of the subject or his ignorance of the language.

Some of the Jain Acaryas in their commentaries have taken
H§3Tf=§5"q s a@ﬁﬁﬁ, T3 and AT to be certain kinds of vegetable
and have commented the word “A1=T"” as 'used for external purposes’
but apart from that, in this article the meanings of the same words
have been given quite differently on the authority of dictionaries and
their various uses in different places.

ATt YA (Bhagavati-siitra)

The following is the text in connection with the medicinal use
by Lord Mahavira of a certain preparation when he was suffering
from bilious fever and profuse discharge of blood in stool.

“Fexr v {gdiiT METAfUiT W ST g3 wAEHN Iaarsar

e A 378, otfear | 374 TRATIT FIRFHST FFFSHIC TR
T St

Abhayadeva Siri, one of the renowned and learned Jaina,
Acaryas, who has written commentaries on the nine (main or principal
Siatras) gives his comments as follows in respect of the above
quotation.

“TE TS x x x x Aed 3 FHVSHATIR IUEHA, T T arei
WW@E@@%WWWW
eyt - wemefied:, ey, A9 7; yAeEm S
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The English version of this stanza is "you go to Mendhika
where a certain mistress named Revati has cooked two pumpkins
into a certain preparation for my use. I cannot make use of that.
However she has got the pulp of 'Bijorad’ fruit which is used as a
medicine for the disease of 'Marjara Vayu'. Go and get that for
my use.”

There are three disputable words in the above quotation. FIM,
USSR and WW’Q These words are used in connection which
medicinal purpose and their meanings should, therefore, be determined
with the aid of dictionaries of medical words and as these dictionaries
are mostly written in Sanskrit, we should also try to know their
Sanskrit equivalents.

Fag = Ho FHUm. FFEE = Ho Fpe.

HSOR = Ho WA, o9 = Ho HH.
A= 1. A fruit named REd. >

2. FHIUSHA - white pumpkin.

The commentator has preferred the latter meaning because
the colour of the white pumpkin is similar to that of HUI i.e. pigeon
and it has been common practice with the writers to use the same
word for an animal or a vegetable if the external appearance, properties
or other qualities of both are almost similar, é.g.

AcEl= 1. Eggs of a fish.

2. Sugar (because its external appearance and the size of its
crystals are similar to those of the eggs of a fish).

3I€T&UT= 1. Ears of a mouse.

2. A vegetable whose leaves resemble the ears of a
mouse shape.

9§, e, faeet, $B and many more can be cited in support

of the above practice.
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So - the commentator is right in taking F9T as FHTSHe
and that is the interpretation compatible with the words g% and G

gd FAFEAT = Two white pumpkin fruits.

oS = (1) kind of a vegetable and it is used in that sense in
the Siitras also i.e.

(2) FLAINTTASIRGS Feciadrersrnr.”
TSRS afeaar 2

Bhagavati Sutra, Sataka 21",

2. A plant named 'Ratna Chitraka'. (Raja Nighantu).

3. Acat. ‘

4, White pumpkin or gourd.”

5. A kind of disease.

HSSIHhST = Ho W"(Ejﬁ prepared or made from a vegetable

named Marjara or treated with Marjara.

But %81 is found nowhere to have been used in the sense of
killed in Ardha-Magadhi as interpreted by the critics.

FIHE. = 1. A vegetable having leaves with four petals.™
2. Fruit of SMCATA tree.

3. AIdqs = Bijora fruit = Citron.

T = soft pulp of a fruit (as aforesaid in this article).

Wﬁm = soft pulp of Bijora fruit.

The reason for not adopting the first two meanings is evident
as those vegetables have no medicinal use in suchillness, but ATqTF
= Bijora fruit pulp is used as a medicine for such a disease is therefore
appropriate, Let us further see as to why 3% is interpreted as
Bijora (Citron). The feminine form of $FE< is $FFE! and 7Y FFFT
or 7Y FAGHIEH is derived from FFFE!. If the adjectival prefix 7Y be
omitted FFEE, FHILT and FHEHEH become synonymous.
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Now AY$eFe! and FYGapiCeH = Birjora = Citron (Vaidyaka-
Sabda-Sindhu, Réja Vailabha, page 708.) and W also mean Bijora
and, therefore, the commentator has adopted that meaning. When the
synonymous words used in connection with the animal life are used
in respect of vegetable life, they bear the same meaning e.g.

Syn. Words. Animal life Vegetable life
W & . and unmarried girl aloe plant
%ﬁ & fohaa. arouge, a cheat Dhatura plant

EERTN W, &Wﬁfﬂ cock or hen Citron fruit

We have taken the disputable words as meaning vegetable
plants and fruits on the authority of medical dictionaries, moreover
they were useful because of their medicinal properties to cure the
disease from which Lord Mahavira was suffering.

Even a scholarly commentator like Abhayadeva-Suri has
understood the sentence to mean vegetable things, what objection
can there be on our part to accept those interpretations? A great saint
like Manu says “3Td Hg#id, 7 q fa9eda’’ that the words of great
men should be carried on with a constructive bent of mind rather
than destructive one. Accordingly we should also give interpretation
which may maintain the fundamental principle of Jainism viz.,
Ahimsa.

Following are some additional arguments to support why the
interpretations referring to animal life are not applicable in this case.

(1) Medical science does not advocate anywhere the use of
animal flesh for the cure of such a disease.

(2) It is not only impossible but incredible that a person like
Lord Mahavira, who raised hue and cry against animal killing would
behave in manner detrimental to the most beloved principle of his
life, and it is equally incredible that he himself would resort to meat-
eating against his preaching to his followers that meat-eating is leading
to hell.



Jainism and Meat-Eating : 201

(3) Revati, a wise and discreet woman was a wife of a rich
man and a followers of Lord Mahavira. She gave this medicinal
food as alms for Lord Mahavira and it is mentioned in Sastras that
this act of hers raised her to the position of Devagati and an exalted
place among the Tirtharnkaras of the cycle to come. It is appealing to
the common sense to believe that a woman of this type would cook
stale meat, keep it overnight, give it as alms for the Lord and for all
that she would attain to the eminent position mentioned above?

In this was I have attempted to give literally and logically
clear explanations, in keeping with the scriptural spirit, of the
disputable portions in Jaina Sistras which have given rise to frequent
discussions and controversies.

Now I shall try to give the proofs on the authorify of scriptures
that Jainism strictly forbids meat-eating & drinking.

1. The following verse occurs in the Dasavaikalika Satra™ :-

The writer says here that not only does a monk completely
abstain from drinking and meat-eating nor feel jealous to see the
happiness of others but unnecessarily and without sufficient reasons
to do so, he does not very often use for his personal comforts foods
like milk, curds. ghee etc. which stimulate the passions. In the same
way at certain places in Siyagadanga, Prasnavyakarana and
Dasavaikalika Sitras the monks are addressed as ‘STRSTSTHIGU’
meaning one who abstains from drinking and meat-eating. How could

this be justified if a monk were allowed to behave otherwise?
(2) It has been mentioned in Sastras more often than that :

(1) undertakings on extensive scale, (2) attachment for worldly
things, (3) killing of animals & (4) meat-eating drag a man to the

lower world.
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o3& SR Shar vigaT W TR d e
() TERWETT (?) WENREAT (3 ) fafcaasur (¥) HRmBRUI>

(3) Out of the 12 Precepts (8¢ in regard to the conduct of a
Sravaka, the 7" enumerates the daily necessaries of his life and
occupation. No mentions has been made in this about meat, eggs,
wine etc. This goes to prove that Srivakas, too, abstained from these
things. This statement is further confirmed by the fact narrated in
Upasakadasarnga Stitra about the vows taken by Ananda Sravaka in
the presence of Lord Mahavira. In the same precept there are certain
observances (3fAER) prescribed.

(A Sravaka should not take corn-food half cooked or badly
cooked). The word ‘314§’ in this connotes the corn such as Bajari,
Juwar and the like.* This further confirms our notion that the Sravakas
were corn-caters and not meat-eaters. Is it possible, therefore, that

the religious sect who are corn-caters themselves, may have amongst
them the Supreme Soul and monks who may be meat-eaters?

4. The first sermon delivered by every Tirthamkara after the
attainment of Kevalajiidnaruns as follows :- "The Tirtharhkaras of
the past, the present and the future all invariably say, "Keep away
fromkilling qamo, ‘c'l’é‘i?{, gdsid and 9dT (any and everything
coming under the category of a life) and forbid and act of domination
over a life, of causing life mental or physical torment or of causing
to sever body and soul etc.*" It is equally impossible that such
Tirthankaras would ever resort to meat-eating themselves or would
suffer their followers to be meat-eaters.

Other arguments of the Critics

(1) One of the arguments proffered in support of their statement
is that in those days the Brahmins used to offer sacrifices of animals
at the altars, the people at large used to offer the lives of animals for
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the propitiation of their deities, meat used to be publicly sold in the
market, and vegetable food was not easily obtainable. On such grounds
the critics draw their imaginary conclusion that the monks who had
to live on alms used to accept meat-food.* Let us go deep into the
propriety of this argument.

The animal sacrifices offered were from a religious standpoint
and not with a view to their use as food. In the present days vegetable
food and nuts are offered as sacrifice to gods and goddesses and it is
then distributed among the inmates of the house and others as a sort
of FHIfE. In those days the animals sacrifice used to be distributed in
the same way. For feeding the Yajfiacarya, his assistants and other
participants, however, delicious preparations of rice, other corns and
vegetables, which were in abundance, were used.*®

This supports our view that all the people in those days were
not meat-eaters only because vegetable foods was also available in
abundance.

Even in our times we see that in the countries where meat-
eating is in vogue on a wider scale, there are men, who live only on
vegetable food. So the existence of religiously vegetarian monks in
the old days is not inconceivable.

In an agricultural country like India, the harvest of corn was
not only abundant, but was sold cheap also, as no transportation or
exportation was necessary in those days. It is unimaginable, therefore,
that the people would ever think of using in daily life animal food
only, which evidently involved the killing of animals-animals which
are the backbone of their agricultural activities, and did not make use
of vegetarian food at all, - circumstance which made it impossible
for the monks, t0o, to get vegetarian food.

I may also make it clear that the monks, having got to maintain
themselves by alms were allowed to accept acceptable alms from the
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richest to the poorest door, and so they had no difficulty in getting
the vegetarian food.

In this way detailed explanations have been given of the
disputable passages and it has been proved on good authority that
those passages referred to vegetable food only, that is, no trace has
been found in the Jaina Agamas to make us doubt that meat-eating
was common among the Jaina monks and the Jaina sect of old, nor
has it ever been known that meat-cating has been resorted to by any
one of the many sects of Jains or any serious and sincere follower of
Jainism in these days.

This proves beyond doubt that meat-eating was not at ali
prevalent among the Jains of old and is not so in these days too. Still
if a researcher will be able to prove otherwise on the strength of his
indisputable research, the question will certainly engage the attention
of all for due consideration on that. It is, therefore, as futile as it is
unnecessary to grope in the dark to find out a thing which does not
exist at all.

My last request is that interpretations suggested by me of the
disputable passages and the reasonings and arguments given in support
thereof, may be well thought over and their propriety or
appropriateness may be considered from the various standpoints, of
usage in language, grammar, their context with reference to allied
passages in the Sitras etc.

In the end I bring this chapter to a close with a request to the
interested readers and critics to overlook and draw my attention to
the draw my atiention to the drawbacks as no one can claim to be
perfect and infallible.
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Towards World Peace on the Wheels of

'Anekantavada and Syadvada'
Dr. Jaya Singh*

The first World Peace Forum, held in Vancouver from
June 23 to 28, 2006, expressed utmost regard for the ideal of peace
without borders( world peace). It also voiced serious concerns towards
the fact of illegal wars and occupations, erosion of civil liberties as
also racism, global warming, renewed nuclear threats, the state of
human rights in our world, poverty, discase, economic inequality
and homelessness. At the end of an intensive and extensive round of
purposeful and focused deliberations, the "Vancouver World Peace
Forum concluded that a world without war is achievable. To that
end we will heed the voice of civil society, and:

"We will build a just peace based on social justice, human
and democratic rights, and economic equality.

"We will educate our children and youth to cultivate a culture
of peace.

"We will recognize the needs and aspirations of all indigenous
peoples.

"We will respect the dignity of difference.

"We will ensure the leading role of women and youth as
peacemakers.

"We will declare war as a crime against humanity and demand
an end to war.

"We will insist on the protection of the environment.

* General Fellow, Centre for Philosophy, School of Social Sciences,
Jawaharial Nehru University, Delhi-110067
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"We will work to eliminate nuclear and other weapons of mass
destruction and terror.”’

We thus find that modern man stands in dire need of a
philosophy of life that is built upon the foundations of and is conducive
to world peace. Indian philosophy, with it's eternal ideal of ‘vasudhaiva
kutumbakam', is therefore, the obvious need of the hour, the urgently
required panacea to the ills of the modern society, the key to a balanced
and purposeful development. For long, our sages have nourished the
minds and hearts of millions with eternal concepts such as dharma,
karma, yajfia, ahimsa, sarvodaya, advaita, viSistadvaita, moksa,
purusdrtha, samadhi etc. Jainism, one of the Heterodox systems of
Indian philosophy has an important place in Indian philosophy.
Nonviolence in ethics, non-absolutism (Anekanfavada) in thought,
qualified assertions (Syddvada) in speech and non-possessiveness
(Aparigraha) in society, are four pillars on which the whole Jaina
philosophy is resting. 'Anekantavada and Syadvada, like above
mentioned ahimsa, sarvodaya, etc. are the two gems of Jainism which
if rightly implemented in all walks of life and Nation can be proved
harbingers of peace - individual as well as social. The present paper
endeavors to explicate the Jaina philosophy of 'Anekantavada and
Syadvada and explore their 'indispensability' towards attaining the
coveted ideal of 'world peace'.

A careful analysis reveals that an in-depth approach
towards the topic under consideration needs to be based upon two
strong pillars. The first is the complete understanding of this doctrine
of realistic and relativistic pluralism and the second is a proper
analysis of the contemporary challenges to world peace and security.

I

The Jaina metaphysics or the theory of reality believes in
the independent existence of innumerable material atoms (matter
or pudgala) and innumerable individual souls (jivas). Further, it
says that each atom as also each soul has infinite characteristics of
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it's own’. The term substance or dravya is used for the thing that
possesses varying characteristics viz. attributes and modes. The
attributes are the permanent and inseparable qualities of a substance
whereas the modes are the changing and accidental qualities of a
substance. Now, in keeping with this doctrine of the many-ness of
reality or Anekantavada, Jaina philosophers define Reality as unity-
and-difference or difference-and-unity. If we look at a substance
from the point of view of substance, it is factual, enduring and one
whereas if we view it from the point of view of modes, it is illusory,
impermanent and many. To commit to any one-sided and conditional
observation and analysis as the absolute is to commit the fallacy of
one-sidedness or Ekantavada. Jaina philosophy takes into account
the fact of the many-ness of reality and hence does not fall prey to
the narrow perspective resulting from a partial or one-sided view.

The logical and epistemological side of the Jaina concept of
reality (the metaphysical side of which is the doctrine of
Anekantavada) is Syadvada or the doctrine of relativity of knowledge.
The doctrine explains that, since reality is infinitely complex and
thus indeterminable by ordinary mortal means, human judgments
are necessarily relative, conditional as also restricted. Thus word
'Syat’ denoting the relativeness and doubtlessness must precede all
our judgments. Different views, beliefs, judgments and the like
expressions of human mind are all made from different standpoints.
Confirmation assumes repudiation and repudiation assumes
confirmation. The infinitely complex reality is real as also unreal,
enduring as also illusory, universal as also particular, one as also

many”,

With regard to the above, the Jains talk of three kinds of
judgments. The first of these is a case where a person commits a
partial truth for the absolute truth and persists in his claim. The
second is the situation where a person makes a partially true statement
with no reference to the absolute or relative nature of his utterance or
belief. The third condition is that whence a person states something
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with full knowledge and acknowledgment of the relative, restricted
and conditional nature of his conclusion. The Jaina philosophers
give the respective names of durniti or bad judgment, naya or
judgment (the relative and restricted knowledge of one of the infinite
aspects of a thing * and the judgment based on this is called naya and
pramapa (validity of knowledge) to these three kinds of judgments.
They further point out that a 'naya’ must be preceded by 'Syat ' in
order to become a pramana.

All things exist from the point of view of their own substance,
form, space and time and are non-existent with regard to another
substance, form, space and time. Jainism prescribes the need to
have an understanding of the seven steps of the Jaina doctrine of
Syadvada called as Saptabharigi (seven-fold predications) viz.:

1. Syadasti (relatively, a thing is real).

Example: From the point of view of substance the soul is real
(permanent).

2. Syannasti (relatively, a thing is not real)

Example: From the point of view of modes the soul is not-
real (impermanent).

3. Syadasti-nasti (relatively, a thing is real as also not real)

Example: From the point of view of substance the soul is real
and from the point of view of modes it is not-real.

4. Syad-avaktavyam (relatively, a thing is indescribable)

Example: Assertion about a thing from the point of view of
substance and modes both simultaneously, is indescribable.

5. Syadasti ca avaktavyam (relatively, a thing is real as also
indescribable) ’

6. Syannasti ca avaktavyam ( relatively, a thing is unreal as
also indescribable)
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7. Syadasti ca nasti ca avaktavyam ( relatively, a thing is real,
unreal as well as indescribable)

Thus viewed from the point of view of one's own substance,
form, time as also space a thing is real as also existent. Viewed from
the point of view of other substance, form, time and space a thing is
unreal and non-existent.” Viewed from varying perspectives, a thing
is real as also unreal. A thing is indescribable for it admits of different
interpretations from different standpoints simultaneously. The last
three predications are the combination of above four predications.

The Vedantins, who believe that reality is unchanging and
differenceless, and the Buddhists, who regard reality as changing,
are both right - though each from his own perspective. Also, neither
complete destruction nor absolute origination is possible for what is
cannot be turned into nothing and what does not exist cannot be
made to exist. The stuff or the dravya of which the things are made
continues whereas the forms, modes or paryiya undergo origination
and decay. Thus, neither absolute permanence nor absolute
impermanence is the truth. The truth lies in permanence-cum-
impermanence, existence-and-noncxistence. Everything is real from
the standpoint of it's own qualities and unreal from the standpoint of
an alien nature or set of qualities. A soul is eternal from the standpoint
of a substance and non-eternal from the standpoint of modes.
Judgements may be neither purely affirmative nor purely negative.
In effect, they may be both (at the same time) provided the thing--
under consideration is viewed, on the one hand, from the point of
view of it's own substance, nature etc. and, on the other, from the
point of view of another substance, nature etc.

The fourth step of Sydvadapresupposes the distinction between
‘absolute and relative'. It admits only of relatively indescribable nature
of things and does not talk of objects as absolutely indescribable.
Thus, the Jains believe that the thing which is absolutely indescribable
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is meaningless and unreal and is recalcitrant to any kind of judgement
about it. That which is only relatively indescribable, on the other
hand, is neither unreal nor meaningless and hence admits of the
possibility of judgements. The last three steps, as mentioned earlier,
are the combination of the first four and hence, now, easier to
understand.

11

A look into some of the major world events seems pertinent
before one can correctly visualize the modern-day threats to peace.
Terrorism, today, is breaking the globe into pieces:

"...... the terror attacks on London and Glasgow have reiterated
that we cannot take peace for granted. Mumbai has just faced the
first anniversary of that terrible day on July 11 last year when it's
trains and commuters traveling home to their families were blown
apart by seven bombs, planted in crowded compartments by nameless

men.',

'Amid growing struggle.....two car bombings on Monday
rocked the Iraqi city, killing 85 people and injuring 180.”

There are a number of instances where the minorities are
subjected to varying forms of injustices, the have-nots are dominated
and side-lined by the affluent class, the upper castes predominate the
positions of eminence and there is violence and bloodshed perpetrated
by the adherents of a particular creed or system of beliefs. Disputes,
disbeliefs, differences of opinion lead to heinous crimes such as
rape, robbery and even murder. The basic unit of the society i.e., the
family is crumbling under different kinds of pressures. There is a
clash of opinions and rift between the older and younger generation.
The children are feeling the pressure of parental desire as also lack
of understanding and falling prey to evils such as drugs, terrorism,
suicidal attempts and murders. They are even vulnerable to depression
and other neurological problems.
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An informed analysis of these and the like calamities of our
era reveals that it is the perception of one's own individual, caste,
religious, social, economic, political and cultural ways, thinking and
values alone as correct or superior that leads to the related (i.e.
consequential) decay, degeneration and disasters. The inability to
understand and give respect to the 'total picture’ is the root cause of
these contemporary dangers to world peace. In this regard, 1 would
like to quote a passage (that aims at explaining this very need of
looking at the 'whole') from The Complete Works of Swami
Vivekananda:

"A frog lived in a well. It had lived there for a long
time. It was born there and brought up there, and yet was a little,
small frog. Of course the evolutionists were not there then to tell us
whether the frog lost its eyes or not, but, for our story's sake, we
must take it for granted that it had its eyes, and that it every day
cleansed the water of all the worms and bacilli that lived in it with an
energy that would do credit to our modern bacteriologists. In this
way it went on and became a little sleek and fat. Well, one day
another frog that lived in the sca came and fell into the well.

"Where are you from?"
"I am from the sea.”

"The sea! How big is that? Is it as big as my well?" and he
took a leap from one side of the well to the other.

"My friend," said the frog of the sea, "how do you compare
the sea with your little well?"

Then the frog took another leap and asked, "Is your sea so
big?"

"What nonsense you speak, to compare the sea with your well!”

"Well, then,” said the frog of the well, "nothing can be bigger
than my well; there can be nothing bigger than this; this fellow is a
liar, so turn him out.”
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That has been the difficulty all the while. "I am a Hindu". 1
am sitting in my own little well and thinking that the "whole world
is my little well. The Christian sits in his little well and thinks the
whole world is his well. The Mohammedan sits in his little well
and thinks that is the whole world."®

It is thus very important for us to understand that it is the
feelings that are the culprit. The values need to be questioned. The
wisdom is lacking. We need integrated personalities. We need beliefs,
decisions and actions that are made, after much thinking and analysis,
in due awareness of the fact of their being limited to a particular
standpoint of consideration. The significance of mature thinking is
well brought out by Sri Aurobindo in the following words:

"Our first necessity..... is that the young of India should learn
to think - to think on all subjects, to think independently fruitfully
going to the heart of things, not stopped by their surface, free of
pre-judgments, shearing sophism and prejudice asunder as with a
sharp sword, smiting down obscurantism of all kind as with the
macc of Bhima"’

To be precise, we need to gain in wisdom by looking at the
complete picture and being conscious of our mortal and practical
limitations.

111

In a world where the seed of all forms of sorrows and violence
lies in partial, adamant, selfish, restricted and misguided thoughts
and actions, it is the understanding and imbibing of the wisdom
inherent in the Jaina doctrines of Anekantvadaand Syadvadathat can
be one of the rare and much coveted wheel of humanity towards the
ideal of world peace. These two jewels of Jaina wisdom whisper to
the ears of the suffering humanity :

'‘All beliefs and judgments are based upon a particular
perception of reality and hence can never claim absolute truth or
existence.'
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They teach us to understand the limitations of our thoughts
and hence impart the value of respecting and accommodating others.

The whole is larger than the sum total of all of the particulars.
The fact of the limited and partial nature of mortal beliefs and
judgments melts away all those hard feelings. One's ego, intolerance
and violent attitude evaporates when he or she is able to appreciate
and understand the differences in our world. Reality 1s infinite,
complex and multi-faceted. It is in the understanding of this that the
beauty of diversity is recognized. Human beings can know only a
very small segment of 'that which is'. Hence, all Qf their( mankind's)
creeds and actions have atelative validity. It is the knowledge of this
truth that fosters unity and takes us towards integration.

The feeling of brotherhood is encouraged when we realize
that an individual or a community is the result of it's own specific
environment and, therefore, the differences are natural. Itis, in fact,
unwise to expect similar views and reactions from people under
dissimilar circumstances. To take it further, it is in paying genuine
heed to the differences that we rcach mature standpoints. It ( the
divergent beliefs as also ways as expressed by others) aids in knowing
and taking into consideration that of which we are unaware.

To conclude, we can say that the world is a family.
Aneckantvada and Syadvada are the eternal guardians of the peace,
prosperity and wisdom of the vast stretch of the mother earth. They
teach us love. They tell us to respect the complex and infinite nature
of the multi-faceted reality. They bless us with the wisdom of
understanding the limitations of human senses. It is indeed on the
wheels of these that man stands assured of attaining the eternal longing
of soul-peace. In the end, I quote the following words from Masami
Sayonji, Chairperson of the World Peace Prayer Society:

"Peace on earth can only become a reality when all
people rise above national boundaries, politics, religion and
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ideologies. We need to celebrate our cultural diversities rather
than using them as a reason for conflict.

“There has already been too much suffering for the sake of
ethnic and national interest and gain. It doesn't matter how much
power and prosperity a nation achieves if its people are the victims
of prejudice and internal conflict.

"We believe that the future hinges on the capacity of each
individual to embrace a commitment to universal love. We must
begin to transcend the barriers which keep us from seeing ourselves
as part of a global family. We have to start caring about what
really happens to people. Our movement seeks to promote this
compassionate spirit by helping people of all nations to experience
their oneness.

"As we move forward into the 21" century we encourage all
of you to take a positive step toward universal understanding. Touch
people with the message of love. Pray for the peace and happiness of
people in all other lands and cultures. Make a commitment to world
peace by honoring the earth, honoring its people, and celebrating the

unity of the human spirit."'’
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Dr. S.P. Pandey delivers a Lecture at International
Summer School for Jain Studies

New Delhi, on 28th August 2007, Dr. S.P.
Pandey, Asstt. Director, Parshwanath Vidyapeeth
delivered a lecture on " Concept of Sila in Jainism"
at the International Summer School for Jain Studies,
New Delhi. It is worth mentioning here that
International Summer School for Jaina Studies
organizes classes for foreign students and scholars every year since
2005 in order to promote the Jaina Studies in foreign countries. This
program has been a great success. More than thirty scholars including
Sarah Hadmack, Manao, Hawaii, Mr. Chuck etc. belonging to
different group attended the course.

The whole credit of the success of the program goes to Mr.
Shugan C. Jain, Hon. Director of the ISSJS. The students and faculty
member of ISSJS had visited Parshwanath Vidyapeeth in June 2007
and appreciated the academic activities of the Institute.
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Shri Shori Lal Jain passed away

Shri Shori Lal Jain was born at Lahor,
Pakistan on 5.8.1922 in the well reputed family
of Lala Mechtab Rai, Chhaju Ram Jain. He was
married to the daughter of Lala Laxman Dass Jain
of Kapurthala, Punjab running jewellery business.
At the age of 18 he started working in Indian
Optical Co. Lahore and from there he learnt the
manufacturing of Ophtathmic lenscs, then after partition he shifted
to Kapurthala and started his own factory there. Then in the year
1956 he shifted his factory to Delhi and started shop at Ballimaran,
Delhi which is being run today by his elder son and grand son in the
name of Jain Optical Co.

He served the following Assoctiations and societies:

1. He served as Secretary for some years at Kapurthala, for
S.S. Jain Sabha, Kapurthala.

2. He was the present, President of S.S. Jain Sabha, Dilshad
Garden, which he held for more than 10 years.

3. He was the present President of Dilshad Public School,
Dilshad Garden, He held this post for 3 years.

4. He was the present President of Dilshad Residents & Plot
Holders Association. He held this post for more than 30 years.

5. He held the post of President, Delhi Opticians Associations
(Regd.), Delhi at least for 5 terms.

6. He held the post of President, Treasurer and convener of
Federation of All India Optical Associations.

7. Above all he joined Parshwanath Vidyapeeth, Varanasi about
60 year back. He was very much inclined towards this Institute that
he always talked about.
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He left behind, well established business, two sons and three
daughters, we are all well settled and married to all reputed Jain
families. His younger son, Dr. Ashok Kumar Jain, settled in U.S.A.
since 1971, is employed in U.S. Army (Civilian) as Project Director.

He held all the above post as Honorary.

Rajinder Kumar Jain
Delhi
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