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The contribution of Buddhism to the
World of Art & Architecture

Venerable Dr. Rewata Dhamma®*

All civilizations whether primitive, ancient, mediaeval or
modern have in the course of their development produced cultures.
In the name of culture they have created art and architecture, language
and literature, music and dance social customs, codes of ethics and
behaviour, laws, philosophy and religion. It is by examining a
civilization’s cultural contributions to the world that we can gain
some idea and appreciation of its achievements. This becomes more
visible when we look into different periods of the art and architecture
from around the world. Every civilization’s religion too, in the course
of its history, contributes something to the world in general and to
the world of art and architecture in particular. Religious beliefs, ideas
and ideals are sometimes given visual expression and sometimes
form the subject matter of art and architecture. In a sense art and
architecture provide mirrors to reflect a civilization. In this respect
Buddhism is no exception.

What Buddhism has given to the world is not only a profound
analysis of human sufferings, and a practical solution for the problem
but also a monumental and rich legacy to the world of art and
architecture. Much of this legacy is visible even today in its homeland
of India and in much of the eastern world. Here, I would like to have
a glimpse at Buddhism’s fourth jewel, which is its art and architecture.

The very earliest examples of Buddhist art are not iconic but
aniconic images and were popular in India after the death of the

* Delivered at the Buddhist Seminar, Sarnath, Varanasi, November
1998.
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Buddha. This is because the Buddha, himself did not sanction
personal worship or the making of images of the Tathagata, as to do
so would have contradicted his message to mankind. He taught and
encouraged people to pay heed on his teachings and be self-reliant in
striving to put an end to human suffering and endless rebirth in
Sarfisara and realize Nibbana for themselves. He was the living proof
that this was possible and attainable by anyone through renouncing
worldly and egocentric desires and by making earnest efforts at mental
development and purification as this would help one to eradicate the
causes of suffering, greed, hatred, delusion and ultimately results in
the attainment of Arhatship and Nibbana. Siddhartha Gautama was a
self-perfected, self-enlightened human being and not a saviour of
men. He was a human role-model to be followed but not idolized. He
himself said, ‘Buddhas only point the way’. So this is why the earliest
artistic tributes to the Gautama Buddha are abstract symbols indicative
of major events and achievements in his last life and in some cases
his previous lives. They also serve as reminders of his teachings and
provide inspiration. Some of these early aniconic representations of
the Buddha include:

1. The Buddha’s footprints which were often created at a place
where he was known to have walked or was the scene of one of the
Jataka Tales which recount his lifetimes as the Bodhisatta, striving
to fulfill the perfections necessary in order to become a Buddha in
the future. Such an image exists at Swat in Pakistan and indicates
what is believed to have been the scene of the Deer or Migara Jataka
story. Another example of this type of narrative imagery is the
depictions of the Jataka Tales at Bharhut in India.

2, The Bodhi-tree which is symbolic of Gautama’s
enlightenment at the age of thirty-five. A cutting of a tree, believed
to have been taken from the original Bodhi Tree which is enshrined
at Bodh Gaya in the grounds of the Mahabodhi temple. The Bodhi-
tree image was retained and used in many later examples of
Buddhist art.
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. 3. The Lotus Flower, which symbolizes both purity and
enlightenment and is a popular motif in much. Buddhist art and
architecture and is very widely used in Tibetan Buddhist Art.

4. The Wheel, which is a reminder of the Buddha’s First
Sermon. ‘The Turning of the Wheel of the Law’” delivered at Sarnath,
Varanasi in Northern India and where stand the ruins of the ancient
Dhammekh Stdpa commemorating this major event. The wheel has
also been adapted to symbolize the wheel of suffering in Samsarain
Tibetan Buddhism and many examples of it are beautifully and
skiilfully depicted in Tibetan Buddhist Art on mandals, a type of
meditation-aid and on the cloth paintings known as tharnikgas.

5. A riderless horse, which recalls Prince Siddhartha’s
renunciation of worldly life for the ascetic life and the beginning of
his search for the path to Enlightenment.

6. An empty throne, which serves as a reminder of his passing
away and attainment of Parinibbana.

After the Buddha’s death out of deference to his wishes and
devotion to his memory and his teachings, these symbols were widely
used in the early days of Buddhist Art in India. Some still survive
there and can be seen for example, at the Mahabodhi Temple built at
Bodh Gaya, near the scene of the Buddha’s Enlightenment. Some of
them were also incorporated in later developments of Buddhist art
and architecture and featured prominently in places for example, the
Temples of Thailand. Many of these symbols are used in
contemporary Buddhist art and architecture in both the East and West.

To better appreciate Buddhism’s contribution to art and
architectural we have to take into account the two major schools of
Buddhism, the Theravada or Hinayana and the Mahayana as these
were to play significant roles in the creation and development of
very different types of Buddhist art and architecture. The two schools
arose as the result of a rift in the Samgha, which had its cause in a
dispute over the rule of life for monks. This occurred during the
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Second Buddhist Council, convened about a century after the first
Council was called, in order that the Samgha Elders might recite and )
agree upon the Dhamma (doctrine) and Vinaya (discipline). This
was necessary as the Buddha chose to name no successor. He explicitly
stated that the Dhamma and Vinaya were to be his followers’ only
guide and teacher when he had gone. Later on this fundamental spilt
caused the Dhammaitself to be interpreted differently and this brought
about the rise of the two major schools of Buddhism with their
different beliefs and ideals, which in turn were to have an important
influence on Buddhist art and architecture. Despite the schism and
the establishing of the two schools neither school’s adherents
abandoned neither the Buddha nor the ultimate goal of deliverance
from suffering and rebirth culminating in the realization of Nibbana
or Nirvana However, as the word, ‘yvana’ implies, the vehicle used
to rcach that goal was different. It is this choice of vehicle which
accounts for a difference in the beliefs and ideals which we sce
mirrored in the art and architecture created by Theravadins and
Mahayanists throughout the history of Buddhism.

The Theravada School is the more orthodox and conservative
of the two. Its adherents uphold the Dhamma and the ideal of the
Arhat and look to the Buddha as the human role-model to imitate in
their striving to attain deliverance from suffering and rebirth, and
eventually Arhatship and Nibbana. Their vchicle to reach this goal is
renunciation of all worldly attachments, the eradication of greed,
hatred and delusion through following the Noble Eightfold Path and
the cultivation of wisdom and insight. India is the birthplace of
Theravada Buddhism and its art and architecture. There the artists
and builders of Buddhist structures sought to portray the historical
Buddha, and his disciples in the context of Theravadin beliefs and
ideals. The chosen medium for this was the Buddha ripa or image
and was developed in India. The earliest image we know of is actually
a coin struck in the reign of King Kaniska. It shows a robed, standing
Buddha. His head is surrounded by a halo, symbolizing his
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JEnlightenment, and his hair is twisted into a topknot, and one of his
hands is raised in the gesture of blessing. The art of Buddhist sculpture
and of Buddha images in particular, originated in India, and two
distinct styles were created. One in the north, in Gandhara, where the
image-makers looked to the Greeco-Roman tradition for inspiration.

The second style of Buddha image was directly influenced by
the earlier Indian style of art peculiar to the south. The first images
that we know of appeared in Mathura. The Mathura Buddha images
had straight hair ticd up in a topknot, and were garbed in the traditional
Indian dhoti. The Mathura Buddhas are often shown, smiling
peacefully. As these images were most commonly made of sandstone
they are much softer in contour and more rounded and curved than
those made in the north. Many early Indian Buddhist images show
the Buddha as having the thirty-two marks of a Buddha and with his
hands placed in various positions displaying gestures of blessing,
meditation and teaching. The number of Buddha images and Buddhist
architectural structures, which survive in India, are very great indeed,
but in all of the faces of every image, and in the art and design of
every stipa and temple or rock-cave vihara traces of the Buddha-
Dhamma are visible.

As Buddhist Art developed and spread outside India the two
basic styles were imitated as forexample in China where the Gandhara
style was imitated in images made of bronze. Gradually the faces on
these images were made to look more and more Chinese and are even
dressed in long flowing, robes and shawls, after the Chinese fashion.
In those countries where Sarvastivada or Theravada Buddhism took
hold and remained, such as Afghanistan, Laos, and Sri Lanka, famous
for its enormous reclining Buddha, and in Siam, modern Thailand,
which is famous for its exquisite and graceful “Walking Buddhas’ or
in the temples and shrines of the ancient capital city of Pagan in Burma
now known as Myanmar with its many temples, and in the temples of
Malaysia, too the Buddhaimages housed there, show the influence of
the early types of Indian Buddha image.
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Other notable surviving examples of Buddhist art, which mirror
the Theravada tradition, are to be found at Lumbini in Nepal, the site
of the Buddha’s birth and in India at Bodh Gaya, Sarnath Kushinagar,
Nalanda and at the Shwedagon Pagoda in Yangon, Myanmar and
also at the massive temple complex at Angkor Wat in Cambodia and
the very simply, designed yet impressive Temple of the Sacred Tooth
in Kandy, Sri Lanka.

The main difference between the Theravada and Mahayana
schools of Art is their subject matter. This diffcrence was a direct
reflection of the different ideals and beliefs held by the two schools.
Forthe Theravadins the ideal is the Arhat, who like a Buddha seeks
to eradicate suffering and rebirth in Samsara through renouncing the
world, and through the eradication of greed, hatred and delusion.
This achievement is made possible if one follows the Middle Way
and the Noble Eightfold Path (Astariga-marga) as taught by the Buddha
Gautama. Nibbana is the Theravadin’s final goal and is attainable
through the practice of insight. These beliefs and ideals form the
subject matter of Theravada Buddhist Art. On the other hand, although
the followers of the Mahayana School of Buddhism uphold the goal
of Nirvapa and deliverance from endless suffering and rebirth in
Sariisara, they have a different spiritual hero. Their hero is not the
Buddha Gautama, but the Bodhisattva. A Bodhisattva is a kind of
divine saviour, whose role is to aid any being desirous of deliverance
of sufferings and Nirvana. In Mahayana Buddhism anyone can becpme
enlightened and renunciation of the world in order to win Arhatship
is not absolutely necessary, but the practice of specific rites and
rituals and meditations and visualizations is necessary. These spiritual
practices will aid the practitioner in purifying the mind and will also
attract the help of the Bodhisattva. The Mahayana School recognized
the historical Buddha Gautama, the Sakyamuni, but raised him to the
level of a god. He then became divine Buddhas and was eventually
regarded as a powerful emanation of the Supreme Essence. It was
these celestial Buddhas that were portrayed in Mahayanist Art and
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very beautifully too in countries such as China, Vietnam, Japan and
Korea and of course Tibet where the Mahayana Tradition is followed.

As the Mahayanist school of thought evolved it, developed
many separate sects, which attracted many followers such as the Zen
sects of China and Japan. As has been said earlier, Mahayana
Buddhism does not uphold the ideal of the Arhatbut the Bodhisattva
ideal and along with the cosmic and celestial Buddhas form the subject
matter of Mahayanist Art as well as the populous pantheon which
surrounds the many Buddhas and Bodhisattvas that belong to the
Mahayana Tradition. The word, Bodhisattva, means, ‘a being of
wisdom’ and is a being whose perfections are fulfilled and who stands
on the threshold of Nirvapabut postpones the attainment of it out of
compassion for all other unenlightened beings trapped in Samsara.
The greatest virtue of the Bodhisattvas, and there are many, both
male and female, is their compassion in contrast to the supreme
wisdom of the historical Buddha. This boundless compassion makes
a Bodhisattva a saviour and not a human role model, as was the
Buddha Gautama. It is also believed that anyone can become
enlightened who asks for their help and who practices all the special
mediation exercises and performs all the relevant rituals such as
chanting etc. Mahayana Buddhism is much more mystical than
Theravada Buddhism, and therefore, so is its art. The figures we see
depicted in Mahayanist Art such as Maitreya, Avalokite§vara,
Chenrezig, Manjusri, Tara and Kuan Yin, are all Bodhisattvas. Their
beauty and other-worldliness. is in-expressible in words, but
impressively and well conveyed through the medium of art. We can
see them portrayed on wall paintings, on silk scrolls or their images
delicately carved of wood, and also notably in the Buddhist caves of
China such as those at Longmen, and in the surviving temples of
Tibet and the Tibetan exile’s place of refuge at Dharmasala in India
and in the Mahayanist Buddhist holy places of Nepal, Vietnam,
Mongolia and in the Buddhist places of Indonesia, in the east as well
as in the many Tibetan centres which in recent times have been
founded in the West, such as Samye-Ling, in Scotland.
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Throughout the history of Buddhism the supporters of both _
these major schools have provided countless tine examples of Buddhist .
art and built magnificent stdpasand temples. As one of the functions
of Art is to mirror and another is to inspire then most certainly, the
ideals and beliefs mirrored in both the major schools of Buddhist
Artare a source of inspiration and encouragement to anyone wishing
to follow the spiritual beliefs and ideals they reflect.

Both Buddhist traditions made a huge and impressive
contribution to mankind which can be chronicled for over two thousand
years and follows the progress the Buddha-Dhamma made as it spread
outwards from India in all directions. To better appreciate just how
much Buddhism influenced the world and contributed to the world
of art and architecture, it is necessary to understand how and why
Buddhism spread as far as it did. Buddhism owes its success and its
many converts to the catholicity of its appeal and its promise of
deliverance from suffering. This is true of both traditions. It also
was widely adopted and in some case fully integrated into an existing
culture, as was the case in Japan. And this success was possible
because of the non-coercive approach of its missionaries. However,
Buddhists did sometimes suffer persecution and even death and was
the case in India, Tibet and China. Buddhism was also successtul
because at various times in its history, it ehjoyed royal patronage, as
for example, that of the great Mauryan King Aéoka and some of the
later rulers of India including the Pala Kings, the last Buddhist Kings
of India. Outside India it was embraced by King Tissa of Ceylon, in
247 B.C.E., the Mon ruler of Thaton and later in 1056 by the Burmese
King Anawrahta the founder of Pagan, in Siam in the eleventh century
by King Rama Khamheng and in 1327 by Cambodia’s King
Jayavarman VII who ruled from his capital at Angkor. It was also
adopted by the rulers of Laos and in the eight century in Indonesia
by King Sailendra who sponsored the building of the largest Buddhist
monument in the world, Borobodur. This devotion to Buddhism and
the enthusiasm for Buddhist culture shown by these royal converts
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. and most of their subjects was sincere and the world of art and

architecture was all the richer for it.

Another signitficant factor to influence the spread of Buddhism
and indirectly the development of Buddhist Art and Architecture
was the tremendous volume of trade, which existed in the ancient
world most notably along the Silk Road, which was a trade route not
only for goods but for ideas as well. The spread of Buddhism in its

‘homeland of northern India began the day the Buddha and the first

sixty Arhats went forth to preach the Dhamma. “For the gain of
many, for the welfare of many, in compassion for the world.” Although
Buddhism in India was to die out as a result of the revival of Hinduism
and in the aftermath of the Moslem invasions in the seventh century,
it was able to spread, and evolve and survive in many other places
since. The visible proof of this is to be seen in the many examples of
Buddhist Architecture.

The size of Buddhism’s contribution to the world of
architecture is enormous. There are two basic types of structure found
in those places where Buddhism spread and developed and they are
the Vihdraand the Stiapa. The word vihara, means “‘an abode”, and
its function was two-fold. It was intended to house Buddha images
and art and also to serve as a dwelling place for monks. King
Bimbisara donated the first Vihara, Veluvana at Rajagriha to the
Buddha himself and his disciples. This was a monastery sited in a
Bamboo Grove. Much later on monks would dwell in the shelter of
India’s caves. One of the most famous cave complexes is the
magnificently embellished cave at Ajanta, with its brightly coloured
Buddhist murals. Another impressive cave complex is in Afghanistan.
As the Vihara evolved in style it was adapted to the climate and
terrain of the countries to which Buddhism spread and its design
changed and evolved and eventually reflected the cultural
characteristics of the lands where either Mahayana Buddhism or
Theravada Buddhism had taken root and flourished. The more modem
styles of Buddhist temple remain a type of vihdra. These structures
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are made from a variety of materials such as stone in India and Sri
Lanka, and from wood as can be seen at Kyoto and Nara, in Japan.
Bricks were also used and some of the surviving temples of Pagan
are made of bricks. Sandstone is the material used in the building of
Malaysian temples.

The second type of Buddhist structure is the stdpa and is
itself an object of worship as it was intended to serve as a relic
chamber for the Buddha’s remains. The earliest examples of the
Buddhist stiipa were raised in India, as for example the dome shaped
stipa at Sanchi, the ancient Dhammekh Stopa at Sarnath and those
built inside the caves at Ellora and A janta. In time the basic Indian
stapa-design evolved into the Dagoba in Sri Lanka, the Chorten in
Tibet and the Pagodas of China, Korea and Japan. One of the tinest
examples of all is the splendid Shwedagon Pagoda in Yangon. As
‘with Buddhist Art, the materials used in the building of viharas and
temples and the various types of stapaand pagoda varied and depended
on the materials available in the places where they were built. So we
find some stapas are built of marble or other types of local stone or
brick and even wood, as was the Goose Pagoda at Chagan in China.
Happily in the west where Buddhism is becoming a very popular
religion, the artists and architects who work on Buddhist building
projects turn to the rich and varied legacy of Buddhist Art and
Architecture for their inspiration.

All the Buddhist structures that were ever built by their very
existence contributed something to the world and are holy places,
places of learning and sanctuary for the people who were to use them
and the repositories of some of the greatest treasures of Buddhist
Art. They were and those that have survived continue to be a source
of personal inspiration for all who saw them either in person long
ago or even see them depicted in a drawing or a photograph these
days. As was said, earlier Buddhist Art and Architecture mirrors the
beliefs, ideas and ideals of both the Mahayana and Theravada
traditions.
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Buddhism in India together with its art and architecture reached
its zenith during the Gupta dynasty, which was established in northern
India in 320 A.D. It was to last into the seventh century. The best-
known examples of Buddhist Art are from this period and were to
form the standard of comparison for all subsequent Buddhist art and
architecture both in India and in the rest of the Asian countries where
it spread, took root and flourished. The Gupta period also saw the
advent of Buddhism’s decline in India. It slowly waned for three
reasons. First was the rise of Mahayéana Buddhism in India, which
was to bring Buddhism closer to Hinduism. The second reason was
that Hinduism enjoyed the support of Kings and underwent a revival.
This was so successful that in time it was to absorb the new strongly
Mahayana influenced Buddhism. The third reason for Buddhism’s
decline was the various Moslem invasions, the last of which was
waged in the seventh century A.D. and was directly responsible for
Buddhism’s slow decline and fall. However, at this time as we shall
see Buddhism spread out of India to Nepal, later on to Sri Lanka and
then eastwards to South East Asia and survived.

In short, Buddhism and its art and architecture were to spread
geographically outward from India in two directions. One was to the
northwest into Afghanistan, Iran and then along the Silk Road to
Central Asia and then further east to China, Korea and Japan. This
development took place not only because of the activity of Buddhist
Missionaries, but also because of the work of those Indian traders
and the migration of those Indian emigrants who settled in Central
Asia. These people carried both Hinduism, and Buddhism and much
of Indian culture with them wherever they went. This is obvious
when we look at the wealth of Indian and Buddhist Art, which was
created there and can still be seen, today. However, in China, Korea
and Japan, Buddhism did not supplant the existing cultures but was
totally integrated into them.

At the end of India’s Gupta period Buddhism was taken to
Nepal, Sri LLanka and to the South East Asian Mainland. This outward
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movement was the direct result of the changes taking place in India
at the time. Indian commerce also played a part, in Buddhism’s spread
to these places and were to be greatly influenced not only by Indian
culture but also by the work of Indian merchants and monks, who
brought with them not only religion but also their country’s
civilization - writing, art, architecture and methods of ruling as well.
The influence of Hinduism was to touch these places before that of
Buddhism did, but in time the two coexisted. In the end, however,
Hinduism could not endure for long abroad because of the very rigid
caste system it supported. Nevertheless, traces of Hindu culture have
survived in these places and testify to the great contribution India
made over the centuries to the entire Asian world and is still going
on. Today India’s culture is being carried abroad by the large numbers
of Asians emigrating to Australia, Europe, Africa and the United
States of America and South America. They are the current carriers
of Buddhism and its fourth jewel Buddhist Art and Architecture.

Now, I would like to tell you a true story. The late John
Bloomfield, a Buddhist scholar and writer of great repute once told
the story of how he first became attracted to Buddhism when he was
young. One day, he spicd a strange statue in shop in Brighton, Sussex
and his curiosity was awakened. When he asked what it was, the
shopkeeper kindly told him that it was a statue of a Buddha. Although,
he could not afford to by it then and there, he very much wanted to.
For days he could not get the image with its calm and peaceful
expression out of his mind. As soon as he was able to afford it, he
bought it and it became his most treasured possession and kept it
with him always. Seeing that statue was for him a turning point in
his life. Later he began a life-long investigation into Buddhism.

Buddhism has been making contributions to the world’s
cultures through its teachings, its art and architecture for more than
two millennium long. May this continue!

*
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Preamble

The rule of the western Ksatrapadynasty extends from the first
quarter of the first century after Christ through the end of the fourth
century A.D.i.e. from23 A.D.10398 A.D. Thus the western Ksatrapa
rulers ruled over the then western India almost for four centuries. It
seems that the long-rule by this dynasty was obviously the ever first
amongst the royal dynasties of India of the historical age. Alike their
long-rule, their geographical limits were also very vast comprising
almost what we call the present day western India. This means the
extent of their sway included Puskar-Ajmer in the north to Nasik in
the south and from Ujjain in the East to the entire sea-shore in the
West. Thus in the early history of both Gujarat and India the western
ksatrapashad carved out their own specific identity by ruling over the
vast territory for almost four centuries and so also by contributing in
the making of India’s heritage.'

State of the Jaina Faith

To understand the prominance and popularity of Jainism and
its art and architecture of the present day western India, it would be
hopefully uscful to bricfly review the state of the Jaina art and
architecture of that period which witnessed the powerful long-rule of
the western ksatrapa dynasty. Of course, this is a question by itself
to be answered. Based as it is on the literary sources, there is a
general feeling that Jainism was popular in the then western India.

* Former Prof. & Head Dept of History, Gujarat Vidyapeceth
Ahmedabad.
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For the period under discussion we find the activities of some |
Jaina Acaryas in western India. The earliest reference to Jainism
seems to be that of Neminatha, the 22nd Tarthankara. He was born at
Dvaravati (present-day famous Dwarka T7rtha) to king Samudravijaya
and queen Sivadevi. It is said that the spread of Jaina faith in western
India was started from the time of Neminitha as the scene of his
renunciation was laid on mount Girnara.’

Activities of Jaina Acaryas

Coming to the period under review we see some activities of
few Jaina Acdryas as namely Mallavadisuri, Siddhasena Divikara,
Nagarjuna, Padaliptastri, Vajrabhuti and Arya Khaputa. All these
Acaryas either were hailed from Gujarat or were associated for their
activities with Western India. Of these Nagarjuna was born in Gujarat.
Padaliptacarya visited Dhankpuri (present-day Dhanka in Rajkot
district) and had a dialogue with Nagarjuna. The modern Palitana
near Bhavanagar is named after Padaliptasuri. Nagarjuna had then
installed the image of Par§vanatha on the bank of river Sedhi and
founded the Tirtha Starnbhanaka (present Thamana in Kheda district).
Acarya Vajrabhuti was from Bharukaccha (modern Bharucha). He
was the teacher of queen Padmavati, wife of Nahapana, the western
ksatraparuler of the ksaharatafamily. Both Siddhasena and Mallavadi
belonged to Gujarat. While Mallavidi hailed from Valabhi (the known
seat of learning in Western India), Siddhasena’s birthplace is not
known. Arya Khaputa lived in pre-ksatrapa period and was native of
Bharukaccha.’ Though all these activities of the Jainacaryas show
the popularity of the Jaina faith. The archacological evidence in support
is slender, a factor, which seemingly goes against this firmly, rooted
belief. Nevertheless, the literary sources do help us in proving the
spread of Jainism in this region.

Bifurcation of Jaina Religion

The origin of two sects, namely, Svetimbara and Digambara,
of the Jaina religion took place in Gujarat according to one Jaina
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Anusruti. Though it may not be considered as very historical, this
Anusruti as narrated by Devendrasiiri puts on record that the sect
Sevada (i.e. Svetapata Svetambara) was originated at Valabhi in V.E.
136 as per Svetambara tradition and that the origin of Kambalika
sect ( Vastradhari) at Valabhipura in V. E. 139 (Vira 609) according
to Digambara tradition. Both these references show the importance
‘of Valabhi (i.e. Valabhipura as main centre of Jainism. This in turn
suggests growth of Jaina religion in this region.*

Jaina Council at Valabhi

Agama texts, which were collected at Magadha council, are
being shattered with the force of circumstances. To collect and collate
these scattered Jaina canons, two coungcils met at Mathura and Valabhi
under the presidentship of Acarya Skandila and Acarya Nagarjuna
respectively during the first quarter of the fourth century A.D. These
written texts were known as Mathuri-vacana or Skandili-vacana and
Valabhi or Nagarjuni-vacana. Thus by collecting, collating and editing
these Jaina canons western India had contributed much in reviving
the tradition of Agama literature. The date of Valabhi-vacana most
acceptable would be Vira Nirvana 827 (or 840)’ i.e. either in 300 or
313 A.D. Since most of these texts follow both. Valabhi is particularly
noteworthy, and in turn shed more light on the spread and popularity
of Jaina faith in western India under the western ksatrapa rule.

Archaeological Source

We can from the foregoing discussion, certainly say that the
Jaina religion did exist on firm footing in western India during the
early centuries after Christ. Unlike Literary works and religious
activities, the archacological evidences are not much. So far as the
art and architecture of the western India are concemed a few surviving
Jaina structures and some images of Jaina Tirtharikaras are available.
We now take stock of these archaeological sources.

Sana caves®

These are nearly 62 caves spread as bee-hive on the hill of
Sana near Una on the bank of river Rupena in Junagadh district of
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the state of Gujarat. According to James Burgess these caves are
very simple just as caves at Junagadh, Talaja and Dhanka. Most of
the caves at Sana are very much in dilapidated condition. On the top
of the hill remains of a foundation with large-size bricks have been
unearthed. At aheight of 37 meter there is onc cave namely Bhimcori.
Near this there is a Caityagrha measuring 6x9 meters with height of
4 meters. Its roof is flat. It has no circumambulatory. Inside the
Caityagrha there is a simple stipa having no decoration of any sort.
There are also two small Caityagrhas in the rooms near this.

H.D. Sankalia suggests that these rock-cut caves are of Jaina
faith. U.P. Shah has opined that they belong to Buddhism. These
caves do not oblige us with any symbols of either faith. Thus it is
difficult to say who were the occupants of these caves.

Both Burgess and Sankalia consider that the very caves might
have been carved out in the beginning of the Christian era. But the
large-size bricks found on the top of the hill, flat roof of the
Catiyagrba and such other structural material indicate that these caves
were constructed during the second century A.D.

Bava Pyara Caves’

These caves are situated on the eastern outskirts of the city of
Junagadh. Near these caves at present there is one monastery known
as ‘’Bava Pyarano Matha’’. For the sake of convenience according
to archaeological tradition these caves are named after this present
monastery. Burgess has given an elaborate description with
illustrations. Later on Sankalia has also described these caves in

detail. Hence no need arises to describe them again. Therefore, here
we will discuss the problems pertaining to its date and occupancy.

Who the occupants were of these caves, I feel, is not easy to
decide. Burgess has opined that these were originally excavated for
Bauddha Bhiksus but later on may have been occupied by Jaina
Munis. The conclusion he drew, on the question of occupancy on the
basis of the fragmentary inscription found from these caves, as there
is a mention of one of the Jaina technical terms, namely, Kevala-
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JAdna. The epigraph thus runs ‘kevalijfidna sampraptanam jifjaru
‘marananam.. Sankalia seems more positive in asserting that these
indeed were the Jaina caves. Impressed just as influenced by the
peculiarly Jaina term under reference, he further feels sure that
symbols carved over the doorframe of one of those caves are Jaina.
These are some eleven symbols® of auspicity, of which the Svastika
the Bhadrasana, the Minayugala, the Pirnaghata and the Darpana are
clearly recognised. Sankalia finds similarity of these symbols with
those carved on the Ayagapatas on the Jaina Stipain Mathura.’

Now from one of the cdves, this author has noticed another
group of five symbols on one other doorframe not so far reported.
Although in bad state of preservation, the symbols may be identified,
in sequence, as Darpana Minayugala Pirnaghata again Minayugala
and once more the Darpapa neither Burgess nor Sankalia mentions
them.

Let us therefore, reappraise the problems of the affiliation
and date of the Bava Pyara no caves.

Worship of an Image of a Tirthankara

It is generally believed that an image of a Tirtharikara must be
installed for worship in a Jaina monastic settlement. This belief can
be supported by many references through the ages. The earliest known
Jinaimage is from the oldest Jaina temple of Lohanipura near Patna
in Bihar, from where two torsos of Jina image of Mauryan
workmanship were found. They are now housed in the Patna museum.
The Hathiguriipha inscription of Kharavela mentions in its twelfth
line that the king Kharavela of Kalingade$a conquered Brhaspati and
brought back the image of Kalinga Jina which was formerly taken
away by Nandaraja. A splendid image of Par§vanatha was found in
the group of caves on a mountain nearly 20 kms. east-north of
Usmanabad in Maharashtra. This image is said to belong to the sixth
century B.C. We have come across many Jaina images of the Kusana
age at Kankalitita in Mathura, of which as many as forty-seven images
are also preserved in the Patna museum’’.
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It seems from these evidences that the practice of worshipping
Jina image also prevailed side by side with worship of Stipa, the
Caityatree and the like, that is in the first three centuries after Christ,
during which period the Bava Pyara caves were excavated. The
absence, therefore, of Jinaimage from the caves under reference is
very significant, in as'much as it disproves the Jaina nature of these
caves. This inference is further corroborated by Dhanka caves, which
will be discussed hereafter, of the period and very close to that of the
Bava Pyara caves, from where some Jaina images have been found
out in situ these caves, as they seem to indicate, were the earliest
Jaina settlement in this area.

Whereabouts of Fragmentary Inscription

We have noted earlier that one inscription was found from
one of the cells of the Bava Pyara cave. But there is no evidence that
the fragmentary inscription was set up in or fixed on any of the
cave’s walls of the Bava Pyara group of caves. It is difficult to aver
that it belonged to these caves. Probably, it might have been brought
here from elsewhere at a much later date. The inscription is engraved
on soft calcareous sandstone, while the caves were scooped out of a
harder stone. This difference in texture and kind conclusively proves
that the inscription did not originally belong to these caves, though it
is doubtless Jaina. Hence this inscription helps neither in knowing
the affiliation nor in fixing the date of the caves.

Symbols & Occupants of the Caves

Earlier it has been mentioned there are symbols on doorframes
at two different cells of these caves, of which one group consists of
eleven symbols as Sankalia noted and the other doorframe has five
symbols as this author has noticed. These two groups of symbols are
confusing. Instead of traditional eight symbols'' there are eleven and
five. Of these only five out of eleven can be recognised as mentioned
earlier. But the more characteristically Jaina symbols, such as the
Nandyavarta and the Vardhamana are conspicuously missing here.
The Svastika, the Bhadrasana. the Srivatsa and Parnaghata etc, are
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Jfound with other religious faiths t00. So their usefulness in ascribing
these caves to the Jaina creed must remain dubious. The Svastikahere
is wrongly defined because its upper horizontal end is toward the left
rather than on the right, as the photographs given by Burgess shows.
It is also possible that the negative film might have been printed
wrongly. If so then Svastika symbol may go on right end instead the
left one and there is no problem."

Taken as a whole then, the symbols do not conclusively prove
that the occupants of Bava Pyara caves were Jains.

Now to the Date

Burgess, who was the first to take into account these caves
very comprehensively, says nothing about the date of Bava Pyara
caves, in his book."* But later on he discussed the date and mentioned
that they belong to an early date in his another famous work."* But
his very statement of his, is very vague. He does not say how much
early the caves were. So he keeps his fingers crossed regarding the
date, even approximately.

Sankalia places the date between 200 B.C. and 300 A.D. He
thinks that the caves containing Caitygrha are of the second century
B.C. and those with symbols carved may have been carved during
the second and third century A.D."

This author while examining these caves personally had noticed
two Vyala figures each on both sides at the lower and of a small
entrance at the south end of the second row of this group. Both
Burgess and Sankalia did not seem to have noticed these significant
Vyala figures, which in point of fact, are a good means for fixing the
date of Bava Pyara group of caves. M. A. Dhaky dates such western
India Vyaila figures to the fourth century A.D.'® Following this dating
and comparing our Vyala figures with those he mentions, one may
come to the conclusion that these caves must have been carved during
the later half of the second century A.D. or we may place them in the
first half of the third century A.D. for the simple reason that Vyala
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figures from the Bava Pyara are cruder and plainer in style than
those in the Junagadh Museum.'’

Dhank Caves

Situated on a hill known as Dhankagiri (in the vicinity of
Dhanka village in Upleta Taluka of Rajkot District) these caves are
48 kms. north-west of Junagadh. In Jaina literature and Prabaridhas
this village of Dhanka has been many times referred.' This hill is
adorned with images. According to Burgess they arc probably
Bauddha. While Sankalia suggests that they are Jina images." The
reference to Dhankagiri as a Jaina Tirthain Jaina literature corroborates
the view of Sankalia.

Jina Images

On the western edge of this hill there are some caves. Of
these the first one, which is located horizontally north-west, has an
entrance only 1.5 meters high. Its inner portion is 0.75 metre lower
than the outer level. In this cell there are three niches, of which one
is facing the door and one on each side of it. All the niches have Jina
images. The image facing the door is seated on a Simhasana with
hands in Yogamudra and Camaradharinis on both the sides. Because
of the absence of cognisance it is difficult to identify the image. But
according to Sankalia it represents Jina Adinatha. Burgess considers
this as Buddha image, for reason that there is one stép-well near the
Dhankagiri known as Mafijuéri Vav, which is not acceptable >

Two other images on both the sides of this cell are seated in
Padmasanawith body erect and motionless. Their hands are placed in
Yogamudra. Overthe head of these images is carved a triple umbrella
indicated by three strokes. On both sides of these images there are
Camaradharinisand Vidyadharasonthe above. The Mrga cognisance
in the middle of the seat helps identifying this image as Santinatha, the
sixteenth Thirtharikara. On both the ends of the seat we find lion
figures. The nicer image here is that of Par§vanatha, the twenty-third
Tirtharikara. It stands in k3yotsarga posture with impressive canopy
of cobra-hood behind the head. This is the only best preserved image
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from Dhankagiri. There are otherimages too, but for want of cognisance

*itis not possible torecognise them. All these images are nude. Amongst
other sculptures there arc attendant-figures associated with the
Tirtharikaras namely, Ambika and some Yaksa. *'

Date for the Caves

Images and sculptures from these caves do help us in dating
them. Burgess does not say anything about the date of the Dhanka
caves. But Sankalia does think that caves on the Dhankagiri were
dug around 300 A.D. on the basis of the sculptures. This view of
Sankalia remains confirmed by the nudity of the Jina images. Now
it is well known that we do not find a Savastra (clad) Jina images
sculptures is very inferior to those from Devni Mori. Buddha images
of Devni Mort are draped in Sarighati and were moulded around 374
A.D.” 1t seems possible that images from Dhanka might have been
sculptured during the first half of the fourth century A.D.

Conclusion

However, for all its limitations, the Jaina art and architecture
of Western India deserve the scholar’s attention, especially in the
light of the fact that the images and monuments of Gujarat are fewer
in numbers. The foregoing discussion not only shows the state of
popularity of Jainism in Western India during the reign of the Western
ksatrapas, but also sheds more light on the problems of their affiliation
and date. This survey is only intended to stimulate further intensive
study and research of the spread of Jainism in Western India on the
basis of archaeological and literary evidences.
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The Concept of Mind (Manas) in
Jaina Philosophy
Dr. S. P. Pandey®

The Oxford Dictionary' reads the meaning of word ‘mind’ as
‘the seat of a persen’s consciousness, thoughts, volitions, and feelings;
the system of cognitive and emotional phenomena and powers that
constitutes the subjective being of a person; also the incorporeal
subject of the psychical faculties, the spiritual part of human being;
the soul as distinguished from the body’.

‘The mind (manas) manais a widely discussed subject in Indian
tradition. In Indian philosophy there is not a single system, which
does not deal with the concept of mind. Some are more epistemological
in their analysis of the concept, while the others are psychological.
The whole literature on the subject in the West gives diverse points
of view conflicting with each other. The point of difference centers
around the relation between mind and body. The basic difficulty
arises because of the fact that all these thinkers differentiate mind
from body on the one hand and equate mind with the self on the other
hand. If the mind is pure body then how to solve the problem of
will? If it is considered as pure-self, the problem of physical perception
remains unsolved. These two, mind and body, as Ryle says, do not
lend themselves to disjunctive treatment.

The word, ‘manas’ literally means ‘measuring” and it was
used in this sense in the early Vedas and Brahmanas. Manas
considered being part of that which was designated by name, nama.
Itis an activity in the life of a man, by which he measures his wisdom,
pléasurcs, etc. In the Vajasaneya Samhita, the conception of mind as
a psychical entity is fully discussed. In the very first verse of the text
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of the Sarmhita mind is characterized as something; ‘which goes out
s\a far’”. It is not a gross physical sense organ, for then, it cannot be
conceived as going out of the body nor it can be the soul of self for
the same reason. Further, in its third verse it explains three fold
division of mental activities, viz. intclligcncc, feeling and resolution
and the description of mind as that which is responsible for all
accomplishments®. In Upanisads®, through different similes, the mind
is discussed not as gross but as subtle matter. Their senses are said
to be gross derived from the subtle elements. These subtle substances
are higher than the senses for they are the cause of the senses. Then
mind with the original non-perceptual qualities such as will and desire
is subtler. Even greater or subtler than this is the intellect, for it is
that which determines. Greater than that is Hiranya-garbha, the central
self of all existence. It is said to be annamaya, of the form of matter,
in Chandogya Upanisad® where Uddalaka instructing Svetakétu in
the lore of Brahman tells him that when food is eaten, the finest part
of it becomes manas. In the Brhdaranyaka Upanisad®, we find manas
treated as sense organ i.e., as an instrument of knowledge with a
psychical basis. To link up matter, which is gross, and self, which is
pure-consciousness, mana or mind, which is a subtle matter capable
of reflecting consciousness, is necessary. The concept that mana is
subtle matter is common to almost all systems of Indian philosophy.

In western philosophy the mind means both, the self as well
as the totality of conscious states, where the self gets its manifestation.
In both cases it corresponds to the soul or the psychic activity of
body. It is never applied to the instrument of those activities as the
mana is generally conceived in Indian thought. The common tradition
is to accept manas and mind as synonyms. Indian Philosophers have
different views about the svariipa (nature), karana (material cause),
karya (function), dharma (attributes) adhisthana (locus) etc. of the
manas.

According to the Nyaya-Vai§esika’, mind is an internal sense.
It is atomic in size and moves around the external senses. Its contact
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with the soul is an essential condition for knowledge and thus, it
controls the non-occurrence of much or more than one cognition at a
time. The contacts of the objects, the sense organ and the soul, depend
upon some other cause, in bringing about of the due effect, because
even when the former contacts exist, the necessary effect does not
appear.... and this instrumentality upon which they depend is that of
the mind. Unlike the other senses itis not made of any of the physical
elements. Itis beyond the sensual perception and can be known through
inference only. The mind does notpossess any of the physical qualities;
consequently its objectivity is not confined to any of them. It is a
common instrument for all types of knowledge. But, the subjective
qualities of pleasure, pains etc. are directly perceived by the mind.
Doubt, dream, memory, inference and other types of indirect knowledge
are purely subjective, and therefore, apprehended by the mind.

Some of the Naiyayikas (Gange$a in his Tattvacintamani)
enumerates six senses, the traditional five and the mind. But this
position of Naiyayikas lands them in several epistemological
difficulties. A sense organ, epistemologically, would mean the special
and instrumental cause of the perceptual knowledge only. In this
context an indriya is one, which gives direct and immediate
knowledge. Probably, in this sense, since mind is the cause of the
direct awareness of pleasure and pain, we may consider mind to be
an organ of sense. But there are other activities in which mind is
involved, such as perception, where the function of mind is no more
direct but indirect. What is directly contacted by the senses is received
and presented by the mind to the self. Thus mind is a sdadharana-
karana (auxiliary cause) to all perceptual knowledge®. Mind seems
to be then a liaison between the objects and senses on the one hand
and self on the other. It acts as special instrument in direct perception
of pleasure and pain. The Vitsyayana maintains that the fact of mind
being a sense organ naturally follows from the lack of repudiation as
well as enumeration of it as a sense organ in the works of other

schools'®.
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The Prabhakara Mimarhsaka proves the existence of mind by

* pointing out that the qualities of the self such as buddhi, pleasure,

pain etc. would never become manifest but for the activity of mind.

They maintain that contact of the mind'' with soul is necessary before

cognition can take place. They also maintain the atomicity of the

mind. Mimarhsakas view of mind resembles with the Nyaya-VaiSesika
'cbnccpt of mind.

In Vedanta manas is not a comprehensive term. It is a particular
state of antahkarana, which includes all types of mental states. The
antahkaranais an evolutes of avidya and occupies the entire body. It
involves the empirical self of the Vedanta, a condition of pure
consciousness, limiting the latter into body and thus constituting the
person or Jiva. It goes out through the senses and establishes the
threefold identity. The qualities of pleasure, pain etc. are apprehended
by antahkarana itself. Thus this internal organ controls and rules
over the organs of sense perception. It is preceptive agerit. Buddhi
which is the determinative aspect of anatahkarana is understood in
five ways/conditions, corresponding to cognitive organs'’ viz.. the
condition of suspense (samsaya) is expressed by manas; that of
judgement (ni$caya) by buddhi; vanity (garva) by ahankara,
consciousness by cittaand recollection by smyti. Sankaracarya' says
that mind is included under sense-organs on the authority of Smrti.

The Sarmkhya-Yoga systems hold that mind is an evolutes of
ultimate real, gunas, which are the constituents of Prakrti, the primary
substance. Prakrti is the primal matter which is the state of equipoise
of sattva, rajas and tamas. It intellicized through the reflection of
Purusa. Sarmkhya recognises eleven senses: five organs of knowledge,
five organs of action and mind as the internal organ.' The basic
Sarmkhya emphasizes the twin-functions of the mind- the sensory
and the motor. In this respect it partakes of the function of the organs
of knowledge (sensory) and organs of conation (motor). I$varakrsna
in his Samkhyakarika "*clearly states mind as a sense organ.
Vijfianabhiksu'® holds that mind alone is alone of the pure sattvika
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form, whereas the other ten sense organs are due to the prominence
of rajas and the elements are due to the tamas. The treatment of mind *
in Yoga, while accepting the above ontological states, is for the most
part psychological. It is difficult to ascertain whether mind was
designated as a sense-organ by the authors of Yogadarsana '"and its
Bhasya. Sarmkhya conception of mind resembles the Vedanta
conception in many ways.

Buddhist were the first to recognize mind as a sense organ'®.
They recognise six types of consciousness: visual, auditory, oifactory,
gustatory, tactile and purely mental. Corresponding to these varieties
there are six bases (4Srayas): the organs of vision, audition, smelling,
tasting, touch and consciousness itself, and there are six objects
(visayas): colours, sounds, smells, tastes, touches and ideas'®. Thus
there are six senses including mind. The mind is the faculty of intellect
that cognises non-sensory objects.”’ They hold that mind splits into
two chief parts-the subjective and objective. The subjective parts, or
mind viewed as a receptive faculty, are rcprescnted’ by one element
called, indiscriminately, citta, vijfiana or manas. It represents pure
consciousness, or pure sensation, without any content. Its content is
placed in the objective part, which contains the definite sensation
(sparsay, feelings (vedana), ideas (samjia) volitions (cetana) and
various other mental phenomena up to the number of forty-six separate
elements. So, it is that feelings come to be viewed as objects of the
mind. Out of the 75 elements known as dharmas in Buddhism, 64
belong to the mental group (caitta dharmah). To this we can add citta
or the mind as a receptive faculty. The remaining ten are five senses
and the five objects are differentiated from the mind and mental
elements as being material (rapinah) while the latter are immaterial
(arapinah). Besides the forty-six mental phenomena the mind
contains fourteen elementary forces (viparyukta samsakaras), the
element of character and the three elements, which are eternal
(asamskrta): among the latter is Nirvana, the chief dharma. The
common feature of all these elements is that they are apprehended by
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, the intellect directly without any intermediate agency of the senses.
In the apprehension of the sense objects there is likewise participation
by the intellect; but these dharmas are non-sensuous objects, they
are the exclusive domains of respccti\;e intellect, just as color is the
exclusive domain of the sense of vision. The Buddhist does not
regard the soul as different from mind.

Jaina Concept of Mind

The Jaina concept of mind is different from that of the other
schools of Indian philosophy, as it does not consider mind as one of
the sense organ. They maintain that mind is a particular material
substance. it is considered as the organ of apprehension of all subjects
of all the senses®. It is also designated as anindriya or no-indriya
i.e. quasi-sense, subtie sense (sdksma-indriya) or inner sense
(antahkarana). It seems that when the problem whether mind should
be designated as a sense-organ presented it before the non-Buddhist
thinkers, they tried to clarify their position by deducting its status of
a sense-organ from the implication of their own ancient text. The
Jainas, however, adhered to their old position of regarding mind as
anindriya. Thus whereas Vatsyayana referred to other schools
(tantrantara) and Saﬁkarécﬁrya to some smrti-text, the Jaina thinkers
thought it-proper to admit it as an anindriya. The antiquity of this
Jaina conception depends upon the antiquity of their conception of
twenty-eight types of gbhinibothika-jiana (perceptual cognition)
which includes no-indriya avagraha (quasi-sensuous indeterminate
perception), no-indriya thd (quasi-sensuous speculation) etc. Perhaps
the Jaina concept of mind as a quasi-sense is as old as the Buddhist
conception of mind.

Now a question arises as to why the different schools took so
much pain to-win the title of a sense-organ for mind, while the Jainas
did not care for it. The non-Jaina schools unanimously agreed that
the knowledge born of the contact of the sense-organs with the object
is pratyaksa (direct cognition). When the problem regarding feelings
of pain and pleasure etc. which are obviously independent from the
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sense-organs presented itself, it was but natural to accord the mind .
the status of sense-organ otherwise the cognition of pleasure, pain
etc. would not fall under the category of pratyaksa. Besides this the
Yogaja-pratyaksa (transcendental perception) was also to be accounted
for. In order to meet this problem the non-Jaina thinkers had to
conceive of the ‘sixth organ’ as also of the same kind as the other
five sense organs. Hence, it was manas (mind), which accorded the
status of a sense organ. The Jaina philosophers faced no similar
difficulty for they considered-the knowledge derived through the
sense organs as well as mind to be Paroksa (indirect)”?. They
considered mind as anindriya (not-sense) and as a no-indriya (quasi-
sense). The term ‘no’ or ‘not’ in this case, do not mean negation but
comparatively lesser degree of the character of sense. In the
Sarvarthasiddhi® Pujyapada maintained that ‘Just as a girl is called
anudara (without uterus) not because she does not have an uterus but

because her womb is so small that is does not posses the capacity of k
conceiving, so also the mind is called anindriya, since it is not of the
rank of the ordinary sense organ. Though mind also is a source of
knowledge, it is regarded as no-indriya; because, it is dcpcndcrit on
other senses for grasping the external objects. It is a common factor
in all cognitions. The object of other senses is fixed but the mind is
not confined to any of the physical qualities. It is capable of
apprehending the past and future also. The main function of the mind
is thinking. It arranges the data given by the senses.

According to Jaina traditions, of course Buddhists also agree
with that manas is neither ubiquitous nor atomic in size; they regard
it of madhyama-parimana (medium-sized) as well as produced entity.
Buddhists hold that manas is of the nature of viffidna (cognition) and
in the form of the cognition of one particular moment it is a peculiar
type of cause (technically called samanantara karana) of the cognition
of succeeding moment.

Jainas hold that like other senses the mind also is divided into
two varieties the physical mind (dravyamana) and the psychical mind
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, (bhavamana). In Visesavas ‘'yaka-bhasya”* we get description of two
phases of mind. The physical mind is material, constituted of
manovargana® . It occupies the whole body. The Digambaras-admit
the heart as its abode; and of the shapé of a lotus with eight petals™.
The psychical mind (bhavamana) is the power or activity of the self-
resulting into various states of experience. Itis the conscious activity.

In the Nandi and Anuyogadvara, the ordinary perception is
confined to the five external senses. Mental cognition is not regarded
as perception. But, in the later stage the apprehensions of pleasure,
pain etc. are included into perception. In the Agamic period fecling
has no relation with the mind. Itis affected by Vedaniya-karman and
directly connected with the soul. Even the animals without mind,
feel pleasure, pain etc. The Arhats, who generally do not apply the
mind to any psychic activity, are said to feel favorable or unfavorable
experiences directly through the soul. In this stage the mind is purely
connected with the function of thinking,

The Vedanta, Sarhkhya and Buddhist assign the qualities of
pleasure, pain etc. to mind only. The Jaina says that they are the
- qualities of the self-mixed with karmic matter.

The Function of Mind

The function of mind is knowing and thinking. Sthananga
describes it a samkalpa vyaparavati. It is also referred to as
cittamanovijiidna. ViSesavaSyaka-bhasya 2" defines manas in terms
of mental process. The mind gets knowledge through the senses but
necessarily in all forms of knowledge. Mind can also have its own
function without any stimulation received from the senses. It is
manojanya-fiiana. Such psychic function of the mind can be mentioned
as fha (integration), avaya (association) dharana (retention), smrti
(memory), pratyabhjiia (recognition), tarka (implication), anumana
(reference) and dgama (knowledge from testimony).

Accepted term for the function of mind is samyjfaa. Itis divided
into many ways.
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The First Division:
According to the first division it has three varieties:

1. Dirghakaliki- the sense of keeping the past impressions
into memory and reflection on the future. This sense is found in the
kingdoms of heaven and hell and in the womb-born (garbhaja) animals.
The division of samjiis (with mind) and asarmjiis (without mind)
depends mainly on this sense™. 28 Only those who have mind can
possess this capacity®.

2. Hetuvadiki-the sense of acceptance or rejection of an object
after proper consideration of its advantages or disadvantages. This
sense is found in all the mobile (frasa) animals; which can move
from place to place according to their interest.

3.Drstivadopadesiki- a being having right faith and possessed
of knowledge due to subsidence-cum-destruction of karmic veil is
called sarmyjAT from the point of view of drsti. This sense is found in
the persons with right attitude (samyagdrstr) only. The above division
of sarjiia is related to the higher-grade animals only.™

(2) The second Division:

According to the second division the samjiia is divided into
two varieties of (a) knowing and (b) feeling:

(a) The variety of knowing relates to the five types of
knowledge, mati, §ruta, avadhi, manahparyaya and kevala.

(b) The variety of feeling is divided into the following four
types:

(i) Aharasarnjiia- the feeling of hunger. It is affected by the
rise of corresponding Vedaniya karman.

(i) Bhavasamjia- the feeling of fear; affected by the
Mohaniya karman.

(iii) Maithunasarjiia- the feeling of sexual desire, affected
by Mohaniya karman.
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The Bhagavati-sutra adds six more varieties; i. e. the four
spassions {kasayas), oghasamjiia and lokasamjna. Oghasamyjii is, the
habitual feeling without any explicit psychic consciousness. It is just
like the activities of unconscious mind /okasamjia are the ordinary
type of articulate cognition.

In the Acardnga, there are six more samyjias of (i) Moha,
(ii) Dharma (iii) Sukha, (iv) Duhkha, (v) Jugupsa and (vi) Soka.

The above types of samjﬁz‘zs are common to ali the mundane
being. They are found in the one-sensed animals also.

The Problem of Samjiiin and Asarnjfii:

In the Jaina biological evolution only a particular section of
the five-sensed animals is regarded as samjnain. All other animals are
asamynains. This division is rou ghly based on the possession of mind
or otherwise. The animals with mind are known as samijfiins and
others without mind as asamyjins. But, at the same time it is held
that Matj and Sruta are common to all the imperfect souls. We have
divided mati into three types of indriyanimitta (produced by the
senses alone), anindriyanimitta (produced by the mind only) and
ubhayanimitta(produced by the both). The first type of matiis possible
in the one-sensed animals also, as they also possess the sense of
touch. The Srutais caused exclusively by the mind; so it cannot exist
in the lower grade animals that are without mind. Jinabhadra tries to
explain this inconsistency by holding the division of samyjiin and
asamyjAin as based on the physical mind; which is not completed in
the lower grade animals. Their activity is mere instinctive and not
rational. But, as far as the psychical mind is concerned, they are not
absolutely without mind. They also possess the power of thinking or
feeling to a certain degree, The trees, though one-sensed in physical
consideration, exhibit a clear sense of feeling, the favorable or
unfavorable touches, But, this-contention of Jinabhadra, goes against
the theory of cognitive causal system. The psychical sense does not
function without the help of physical sense. According to the same
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principle, the mind is impotent without the physical mind,
consequently, the phenomena of mental activities cannot be explained’
in the case of asarmjiins.

The only possible explanation of this division is that the
necgation in the case of asarmjiins, does not mean total absence, but
an undeveloped condition or an indistinct presence of it. *' The mind
of the lower grade animals is not so developed as amounting to
rationality. This view is further confirmed by the first division of
sarfijiia, stated above. The animals by instinct also possess mind in
undeveloped form; and consequently, they have $ruta also.

The Object of Mind:

According to the Non-Jaina systems mind is an essential
condition for all types of psychic function. It is only the Vedanta,
which holds certain qualities as saksibhava (cognised by the pure
soul). But, as far as the cognition of external things is concerned
also holds antahkarana, as an essential condition. The Jaina does not
favor this view. The Nandr clearly holds the sense cognition as
different from the mental cognition. The first is pratyaksa while the
latter is paroksa. All types of paroksa in the logical period, except
Agama are included into paroksa-mati. Akalanka includes them into
Sruta; but this difference is related with the fixation of a demarcation
line between mati and Sruta. Akalanka includes all types of mental
cognition into Sruta. As far as the sense cognition is concerned he
does not differ from the Nandi.

Thus, mind is not an essential condition for all types of
knowledge. In the logical period it is held that mind functions in the
case of sense-cognitions also. But, that is an external influence. We
have stated the variety of mati exclusively related with the senses.In
such cases the soul cognises the object through the medium of senses,
without depending upon the assistance of mind, just as in the case of
supersensual cognition, it does so directly. It is another thing that in
the case of samyjiins, the mind begins to function as soon as an
object is presented.
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In the case of supersensual cognition of avadhi and Manah-
*paryayathe role of mind is finished with the desire to know a particular
object; after knowledge it begins to function again for the creation of
favorable or unfavorable attitude. In the case of an omniscient it is
observed from that function also. Similar, is the case with sense-
cognition. It (mind) functions in creating a desire to know a particular
thing. It has nothing to do with the stage of sensation. It functions
again for creating the particular attitude. But the stages of desire and
attitude are not cognitive stages. They ate result of Mohaniya Karman.
Here, the mind does not function as an instrument of knowledge, but
that of feeling or willing.

The mind as an instrument of cognition is related with the
four types of imperceptual knowledge. They are memory, recognition,
hypothetical judgement and authority. In the Agamic period these
types are expressed along with mati or Sruta. No doubt, the feelings
of pleasure, pain etc. are directly related with the mind. But, they are
not cognitions. The four types of passions (kas3yas) and nine types
of mild passions (nokasayas) also are related with the mind, but
those also are not cognitions. In the four stages of avagraha etc. the
mind begins to function from the stage of Iha, which is a mental
inclination towards judgement. Here, it operates upon the data supplied
by the senses. According to Jainism mati advances from general to
particular. This process consists in doubt, inclination and judgement.
All these stages are mental phenomena. In the animals without mind
these states do not occur, such animals get sense-impression and
react habitually. For, the states of doubt etc. the memory of past
impression is necessary. It is not possible in the lower grade animals.
They cannot retain the memory of past events. The flies set on the
same thing even if they are hundred times blown away. They cannot
be rational. Memory is the quality of a developed mind. Similarly,
the power of retention (dharana) also is a mental quality.

The above discussion leads us to the conclusion that mind is
an instrument of knowing as well as the other psychical activities
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offering and willing etc.. The external senses are related with knowing
only. In the case of knowing the mind is further analysed in tw¢'
varieties. It serves as an instrument of an independently recognised
category of knowledge, as in the case of memory, inference etc. It also
serves as an instrument of the development of sense cognition. As a
matter fact both types are fundamentally the same. The elements of
memory and inference exist in both cases. But, in one case they are
independently recognised whole in others they are secondary to the
sense cognition. This division does not exist in the Agamic period. It
was introduced by the logical period, where the question of inference
etc. came into prominence with the impact of the Navya-nyiya.
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Jainism in Bengal
Dr. Harihar Singh*

Bengal came into contact with Jainism as early as the 6"
century B.C. as the Acarangasiitra, which is taken to be the earliest
Jaina canon by the Svetambaras, gives a vivid account of Mahavira’s
itinerary of Ladha (Western Bengal). There we are told that when
Mahavira (24" Tirthankara) travelled in the pathless country of the
Ladhas, enduring of course manifold pains caused by grass, clod,
fire, flies and gnats, the natives of Ladha attacked him, disallowed
him from entering their village, made dogs bite and run at him, used
abusive language to him, struck him with stick, fist, lance, fruit,
cold and potsherd, cut his flesh, tore his hair, covered him with dust
and hit to let him fall, but all the times he remained undisturbed and
proceeded on the path of Nirvana (liberation). Many other mendicants,
eating rough food and carrying a strong stick to keep off dogs, were
also bitten and torn by the dogs. It was thus very “difficult to travel

" in Ladha.”" This far-famed country of Ladha in old days lay west of
the Bhagirathi river and included roughly the present day districts of
Howrah, Hooghly, Burdwan, Murshidabad and Dinajpur.” From the
above narratives of the Acdrdngasitra it appears that the people of
Bengal were still primitive and outside the pale of Aryan civilization
and hence they could not appreciate the mendicant life of Mahavira.
It is very unfortunate that'in a country like India where saints and
seers are treated as reverent persons for their asceticism, such an act
of ill-treatment was done disregarding all the human values. It was
probably the nudity of Mahavira which enraged them most. This
may be surmised from the fact that the inhabitants of the village did -
not allow him to enter their village, saying, “Get away from here.”

* Deptt. of A.LH.C. and Archaeology, B.H.U., Varanasi
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Dr. R.C. Majumdar’ also suggests that nakedness must have made

“them repulsive but his saying that it was done because they -were of
good taste and high culture is hardly justifiable. Do we expect such a
maltreatment of ascetics from the cultured pcople? However, whatever
may have been the reason of their annoyance it was not long afterwards
that Jainism made its footing there. This would have been possible
with the Aryanisation of eastern India since the Jaina Prajfiapanasitra,
an Upanga text of the 2™-1" century B.C., includes Vanga (Central
and Eastern Bengal) and Ladha in the list of Aryan countries.* We
have an important piece of information to allude to the spread of
Jainism even prior to the 2™ century B.C. This we learn from the
Kalpasiatra of Bhadrabahu who was contemporaneous with
Candragupta Maurya and flourished in the 4"-3" century B.C.
According to the Kalpasitra, Bhadrabahu had four disciples. One of
these was Godasa who had the credit of founding a school (Sakha) of
his own called Godasagana. This Sakha of Godasagana was divided
into four Sakhas, namely Tamraliptika, Kotivarsiya,
Pundravardhaniya and Dasikharvatika.” The first of these was
associated with lower Bengal, the next two belonged to North Bengal
and the remainder had its association with West Bengal.® From the
geographical distribution of these $akhas it appears quite certain that
Jainism spread in the major parts of Bengal. The prevalence of
Jainism in Pundravardhana is also known from Divyavadana’ which
says that the Nirgranthas in Pundravardhana had drawn pictures
representing Buddha as falling at the feet of Nirgrantha and when
this matter was reported to ASoka he ordered the massacre of the
Nirgranthas in Pataliputra, the capital of the Mauryan rulers. But not
much credence is given to this statement of the Buddhist text since
the Sramax_las (Nirgranthas) received an equal treatment with their
co-religionists.® Probably, this is a sectarian stunt to defame the
Nirgranthas.

Jainism continued to flourish in Bengal from the 1¥ century
B.C. to the 2" century A.D. This is evidently known from numerous
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inscriptions containing the names of a large number of Jaina Sakhas.
mentioned in the Kalpasitra.”

During the age of the Imperial Guptas (circa4"- 6® centuries
A.D.) we have a good number of inscriptions and Jina images from
other parts of North India,' showing thus the flourishing condition
of Jainism there, but except for a solitary testimony of Paharpur
copper-plate of the Gupta year 159 (479 A.D.) which makes mention
of a Jaina monastery they are conspicuous by their absence in Bengal.
Probably, the rigorous code of conducts as prescribed both for recluses
and laity in Jaina religion distract the natives of Bengal to embrace
other religions of the period. The above copper-plate inscription had
been recovered during archaeological excavations carried out at
Paharpur, Rajshahi district, Bangladesh. It records an endowment of
land by a Brahmana couple for the “maintenance of worship with
" sandal, incense, flowers, lamps etc. of the divine arhats at the vihara
of Vata-Gohali which was presided over by the disciples and the
disciples of disciples of the Nirgrantha preceptor (Sramana-acarya)
Guhanandin, belonging to the Paficastuipa section (nikdya) of Kasi
(Varanasi).”'" Virasena and Jinasena, who wrote the Dhavala
commentary on the Satkhandigama which is taken to be the main
canonical text by the Digambaras, claims to have belonged to this
Nikdya. The Jaina Vihara at Vata-Gohali was so sanctified that it
drew attention of other sections of the society as well. The donation
of a Brahmana couple for the worship of Jinas is indeed significant
as it shows the religious tolerance of the people of the period. .

The prevalence of Jainism in Bengal in the 7" century A.D. is
known from the travel account of Hiuen Tsang who visited
Pundravardhana and Samatata (South Bangladesh) in the second
quarter of the 7" century A.D. Referring to the sectaries of different
Sakhas of these regions he says that “the naked Nirgranthas are the
most numerous.”'? This apparently shows the high concentration of
Nirgranthas (Jaina monks) in Bengal. This information of Hiuen

£



Jainism in Bengal : 101

Tsang about the Nirgranthas is of immense importance since he was
“a Buddhist monk.

We know little about the state of Jainism in Bengal from
about the 8" century A.D. to the close of the 12" century A.D. as no
Pila and Sena inscriptions make any reference to the Jainas and
Jainism. This definitely shows the waning condition of Jainism in

.Bengal at least in thc 8"-10" centuries A.D. The rcason of its
declination seems to be this that the Pala rulers were staunch
supporters of Buddhism and the Senas that of Hinduism. But its
position seems to have considerably improved during the 11"-12"
century A.D. This is evidently known from a large number of Jaina
temples located at Harmashra, Bahulara, Kendua, Barkola,
Pareshnath, Ambikanagar, Chitgiri, Chiyada, Deulbhira, Gaukul,
Dharapat etc. in Bankura district, Pakbira, Budhapur, Suisa, Palma,
Balarampur, Gholamara, Chara, Sanka, Para, Senera, Jhalda, Deoli
etc. in Purulia district, Deuliya, Puchra etc. in Burdwan district, and
Balihati in Midnapore district."* Similarly, the procurement of many
Jaina images from different parts of Bengal also shows the bright
position of Jainism in Bengal." This is when many Jaina temples
were badly damaged and converted into Brahmanical shrines. The
declination of Jainism in the Pala period and its rise in the Sena
period is a point to be thoroughly investigated. To me it appears that
Jainism succeeded in occupying the seat of Buddhism when the latter
lost its hold in Bengal after the Palas. This indeed gave much
encouragement to the Jainas to raise their temples on the places listed
above and manufacture Jaina images in stone and metal to install at
places of their choice.

It is not known for certain what happened to Jainism after the
12" century A.D. as we do not have archaeological and‘litcrary data
to show the presence of Jainism in Bengal at this time. Probably, it
was merged in the Avadhita sect of Bengal which had been well
established in Bengal towards the end of the Pala period.'” This
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position of Jainism remained almost unchanged until the Jaina
emigrants from western India, particularly Mewar and Bikaner, came o
here to do business in the 17"-18" century A.D. and built Jaina
temples, chiefly in white marble, at Berhampur, Azimaganj and
Kolkata. This is reflected not only from the temple style but also
from the building material itself. While the temples of the 10*-11"
century A.D. are built in the Orissan style, those of the medieval
(Muslim) period are executed in the western Indian style. The building
materials employed in the Jaina temples of the 10"-11" century A.D.
are sandstone and burnt bricks, whereas the material used in the
medieval Jaina temples is white marble which had been transported
to Bengal from Rajasthan since it is not available in Bengal.
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International Conference on
‘Issues Causing Threat to Our Environment’
(March 27-29, 2008)

Organisers:
Parshwanath Vidyapeeth, Varanasi
Dept. of Veda, S.V.D.V,, B.H.U.
&

Suruchi Kala Samiti
VENUE:
Conference Hall, S.V.D.V. Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi

Natural and man-made environmental resources - fresh
water, clean air, soil, mineral resources, forests, grasslands, marine
resources, and agro-ecosystems - provide sustenance and a
foundation for social and economic development. But with an ever-
increasing pace and the human population, of the so-called civilized
nations, has put material things above the beauty, magnificence and
survival of the Earth. As a result many of the environmental threats
have emerged as : Air Pollution, Global Warming, Hazardous Waste,
Ozone Depletion and UV-B rays, Water Pollution, Air Pollution,
over population. Noise Pollution and Rain Forest Destruction.

To ponder over these issues and create awareness among
the masses about environmental pollution, over exploitation of natural
resources, to promote facts about environment conservation and to
ensure the optimurn use of natural resources like water, fuel etc. a
three-day’s International Seminar will be organized on 27-29
March 2008.
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Topics to be discussed prominently in the Seminar:

1. Pollution: sources, problem and state of general awareness *
about Pollution, 2. Pollution and Globalization, 3. Global Warming:
problems and perspective, 4. Forest depletion 5. Ozone layer depletion
6. Over Population: problems and perspective.7. Environmental
Management in Ancient ages, 8. Indian Religions, Literature &
Environment, 9. Human Health & Environment, 10. Bio-diversity
conservation 11. Socio-economic dimension of Environment,
12. Sports & Environment 13. Environment & Law

Guidelines for submission of papers:

Scholars are invited to submit their papers in the following format:
eFor English- Title of the paper  : Times New Roman 14 point Bold

An abstract (200 words) : Times New Roman 12 point
Bibliography or references : Times New Roman 10 point
For Hindi: Title of the paper  : Kruti Dev 010 16 point Black
An abstract (200 words) : Kruti Dev 010 14 point

Bibliography or references : Kruti Dev 010 12 point
Send a soft and Hard copy of your abstract.

Language : Will be Hindi and English only

Registration Fees:

For India (scholars) :Rs. 500.00
For Students/Research Scholars :Rs. 400.00
Asian Countries :$50

Other Countries :$100

Cheques/DDs: All payments should be made in Cheques or DD
(Please add Rs. 30.00 for outstation) in favour of: ‘International
Conference on *’Issues causing threats to our Environment”
payable at Varanasi.

Last Date for receiving the abstract of papers: February 20, 2008
Registration as a delegate : March, 10, 2008

Spot registration will be also available. The fee will be Rs. 600.00
only.
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Major attractions: Painting Exhibition on Environment, Cultural
*Programs, Kashi Darshan and holy Ganga Snan will be arranged
on payment.

Contact persons:

Mr. Anjani Kumar Mishra, Gen. Secretary, Suruchi Kala Samiti
B-23/45 P-12 Sharda Nagar Colony, Khojawa, Varanasi 221010,
(UP) India, Ph. 09450016201

Dr. S. P. Pandey, Director In-charge, Parshwanath Vidyapeeth,
I.T.1. Road, Karaundi, Varanasi-221005, (UP) India,
Ph. 09936179817

Dr. Upendra Kumar Tripathi, Dept. of Veda, S V.D.V,, BH.U,
Varanasi-221005, (UP) India, Ph.: 09452563991

The scholars from outside India may send their Registration Fee to:

Dr. Sanjay Rai,

Department of Indian Language,
Faculty of Arts

Banaras Hindu University,
Varanasi 221005

Mobile NO. 0-9450532989
Email: sanbant@yahoo.com,
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10th Jaina Studies Conference at SOAS on
‘Jaina Art & Architecture’ on 6-7 March 2008

School of Oriental and African Studies, (SOAS), Russell Square,
London WCIH OXG SOAS is organizing a Annual Jain Lecture on *
New Approach to the Study of Jaina Art and Architecture’ at its Brunei
Gallery Lecture Theatre on 6-7 March 2008. The Keynote will be
addressed by Prof. Maruti Nandan Prasad Tiwari, Professor at
Department of History of Art, Banaras Hindu University. The conference
is co-organized and co-sponsored by the Centre of Jaina Studies at
SOAS, the Centre for Theology and Religiods Studies at the University
of Lund (www.sasnet.lu.se/indrellund.html) and the Victoria and Albert

Museum in London (www.vam.ac.uk). The conference is free and open
to everyone. The conference will welcome sponsorship, which will be
recognized in the conference programme.

Please contact Dr Peter Flugel for more information, on
pI8 @soas. ac.uk

International School for Jaina Studies (ISSJS)
Collaboration to Harvard University, USA

ISSJ has achieved a major mile stone this year by getting
collaboration with Harvard University of USA University of Otawa
Canada is already partner of ISSJS in Canada. ISSJS started with just 7
scholars in 2005 and due to its dedication to the spread of Jain studies
the number of students were reached in 2007 as 33 and now it is expected
to cross the number of 50 in 2008. Scholars coming from USA, Canada,
Russia, Singapore, Thailand and Cambodia ( more than 85% from North
America) and represented about 20 university from six countries.

ISSJS Progress Report 2007

1. Five alumni of ISSJS have already started offering regular
classes in Jainism at their school/university. Last year, nearly 500 students
were exposed to Jainism and its philosophy at these colleges.

2. Four college level textbooks or chapters on Jainism by a few
scholars are in preparation already.
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3. Three stand-alone sessions with 12 papers on Jainism will be
presented at the prestigious American Academy of Religions

Conference in San Diego in November 2007.

4. University of Ottawa, Ottawa, Canada, University of Bombay,
Rajasthan University Manglayatan University (in Aligarh, UP) and Lal
Bhadur Sanskrit Vidyapith in New Delhi are providing Academic
support to ISSJS program. Harvard University of USA and University
of Ottawa, in Canada have adopted our program and are offering it to
their and other prestigious universities of USA and Canada respectively.

5. Prof. Crorhwell Crawford, chairman, academic council USA
of the school was conferred Hon. D. Litt. Jain Vishva Bharati, Ladnun
on November 4* at their fifth convocation in Udaipur. Former president
Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam addressed the convocation. Prof. Crawford
also delivered lectures at Lal Bahadur Shastri Sanskrit Vidyapith, New
Delhi and University of Rajasthan, Jaipur. While in India, he visited
facilities of ISSJS in Delhi, Jaipur and other places.

6. In August 2007, some of the organizers, visited Harvard
university in Cambridge, Eastern Connecticut State University in
Willimantic CT, University of Ottawa, Ottawa, Canadé and India’s
High Commissioner to Canada in Ottawa. Every where, they were
received by the top faculty, deans and presidents. Eastern Connecticut
State University is offering a full cour on Jainism and non-violence
beginning from 2008 semester.

7. Two alumni of ISSJS programs are already in process of
putting together extensive proposals for deeper and extensive research
in various philosophical aspects of Jainism such as prevalent practices
of Ahimsa within the Jain community in India and other places. They
are looking at securing sizeable funding from many Charitable
Foundations in North America to conduct these research projects.

Plan for 2008 and beyond

» In 2008, we are expending the course offering in the ISSJS
program. We plan to offer a two tier program. One will be a one
month long program for undergraduate students (this is new).
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The other in the regular advanced two months long program (same
as in the past three years). This will be for graduate (M.A. Ph.D.)
students and faculty. Both the programs will start on June 1" in
New Delhi and are for students and faculty who are affiliated with
universities. Both the programs will be independent, stand-alone,
will run parallel and simultaneous. The rush for enrolling is quite
high and we expect to limit the total enrollment to both programs
to a maximum of 35-40 (due to facilities constraints)

ISSJS wiHl welcome and host a group of 70 Jains from USA or
two weeks of an extensive pilgrimage cum study of Jainism. The
program will start January 27" 2008. ISSJS will provide complete
board, lodge, transport facilities as well as deliver lectures on
Jainism at important Jain pilgrims places in Madhya Pradesh, Utter
Pradesh, Rajasthan and Delhi.

ISSJS is compiling the second volume of study notes for delivery
to the class of ISSIS 2008. Last year the first volume with fifty
papers on different topics comprising ISSJS syllabus were given
to scholars and were highly appreciated for heir contents and
presentation. ’

ISSIS intend to hold two international seminars on specific topics
of academic interest on Jainism.

*
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Surasundaicarium
Introduction to 5th Pariccheda

From last issue onward....................

We have seen in I1Vth pariccheda that Citravega, as he could
not get Kanakamala in the garden decides to commit suicide. He
hangs himself on the tree but some one brings his body down without
any harm. When Citravega returns to his consciousness he witnesses
a new person serving him who was quite unfamiliar to him and who
resembles with the Kamadeva in figure. Now Citravega feels better
as there was nio pain in his body.

The person asked Citravega "Why are you committing
suicide"? It does not match with your character. Why are you doing
all these and for what? Why are you crying? Citravega replied that to
discuss all these is now useless. Because after the completion of the
work to discuss its cause is meaningless as there is no use of
. constructing dam after the flood has already come. Why are you
preventing me when I am ready to embrace the death? Then the
gentleman asked me to tell the reason why I was doing so because
there may be any possible remedy. I told him my story from beginning
to end in detail. After hearing my story he told that it is not good to
die for a woman, especially a person like you who is embodiment of
morality.(1-10)

He added "you are very fortunate because you were always in
touch with your beloved" and the assurance of god is a big hope for
you. It is also good that to exchange your emotions you both live in
the same city. Look at me, I have no hope at all to see her but I am
not ending my life. Then I asked that gentleman why do you not
know about the place where your beloved resides. I requested him to
tell about him in detail as to who he is, where he has come from with
what purpose?

He told that on this mountain there is a city like Indrapuri
named Suranandana, surrounded by alot of Vidyadhara Nagaras and
designed by multiple crossroads and beautiful gardens. There lived a



king Haricandra with his queen Ratnavati, son Prabhanjanaand daughter
Bandhusundari. Bandhusundari was married to Bhanugati, the king
of Carnarachancha. Aftersome timeshe gota daughternamed Citralekha
and a son Citragati. King Haricandra, after leading a pleasant life,
throned to his son Prabhaiijana as a king and himself got initiated in
monastic order. Dissipating his all karmas through severe austerity he
became Kevali under a Carana Rsi nameéd Sumukha.

Prabhafijana had two queens named Kalahamsi and Mafijiisa
respectively. Kalahamst gave birth to a elder son Jwalanaprbha and
Manjasato a younger son Kankaprabha. Chitralekha, the daughter of
Bandhusundari got married to Jwalanaprabha and started to enjoy her
life with her husband at Suranandana city. (11-46)

Once Prabhaiijana secing a moon-like white temple in the clouds
decided to construct a splendid Jina-temple in the same manner. He
tried to sketch the design of that temple but suddenly the clouds
disappeared. He felt that all the worldly things are temporary alike
the same. All the pleasures and life itself are momentary only. So he
decided to give away his kingdom and wealth etc. He told his feelings
to his nearby Vidyadharas. There arrived a monk named Sughosa
possessing four types of knowledge i.c., sensory, scriptural,
clairvoyance and telepathy. The king Prabhafijana gave his kingdom
to Jwalanaprabha and Prajiiapti-vidya to Kanakaprabha and took
monastic order under Muni Sughosa. Kanakaprabha by using that
Prajfiapti-vidya snatched his elder brother Jwalanaprabha’s kin gdom.
After loosing his kingdom Jwalanaprabha goes back to his father-in-
law Bhanugati in Chamarchancha. (46-69)

O Chitravega! Jwalanaprabha started to live there in
Caramchancha. Once he went with his brother-in law Citragati to a
nearby garden. He saw there a Kevalajiiani monk sitting beneath the
red ASoka tree on a golden lotus whom many of the Vidyadharas,
gods, and citizens were paying respect. He recognized that monk as
his father Prabhanjana. He worshiped his father and started to listen
his preachings. Muni Prabhafijana told that the wealth is moveable
like a child elephant’s ear. Nothing is eternal in this world. Many of

ii



the people are suffering from several types of miseries and deceases.

Birth as a human is a very important thing. No one is savior other
than Jinadharma. The ultimate bliss is in restraint only so get initiated
in Jinadharma. Influenced with his preachings many people got
initiated and accepted Jinadharma.

Many people took monastery order by his preachings. Then
Jwalanaprabha asked his Kevali father when he would get back his
kingdom. His father assured him that he would get back his kin gdom
provided he uses Rohinividya given by Bhanugati. Jwalanaprabha
came back to Bhanugati and learnt Rohinividya. Citragati also learnt
Rohinividya along with Bhanugati for six months in a jungle. Once
Citralekha was passing through the jungle very scared. Citragati asked
to his sister Citralekha ‘what she is doing there in jungle’ and why
she is so scared? She told that coming back from garden she got
mesmerized by some. As a result she came to this jungle where she
suddenly met to Kanakaprabha. He proposed me and threatened to
kill if I do not accept him. Any how I managed to escape from there
- and have come to you, please save me. Suddenly Kanakaprabha came
there and kidnapping Citralekha disappeared in the sky. Citragati
warned Kanakaprabha to leave Citralekha otherwise he would kill
him. Citragati chased Kanakaprabha to get back his sister. (70-114)

Kanakaprabha hypnotized Citragati also and braught him to.
his city Suranandana. He asked Citragati to sit in the temple and pray
Jine$vara with other vidyadharas. In the meanwhile there came a
person named Damaghosa sent by Jwalanaprabha. He told Citragati
that Jwalanaprabha was stable in practicing Rohinividya when you
were chasing your sister in the sky. The Rohinividya was happy
with Jwalalanaprabh’s practice and appeared before him asking to
demand something. Jwalanaprabha asked her to bring back her wife
Citralekha. She told that nothing has happened with Citralekha. She
is at your home. Kanakaprbha did all this to tease you only. Citragati
is also sitting in the Jinabhavana of Suranandana city.

In the meanwhile after the sndtra-ptija was completed people
entered in the city sitting on the horses and elephants. While coming
back Citragati saw that an elephant had gone mad and was destroying

iii
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things and people near a temple. When he saw that a young girl
being chased by the elephant fell down on the ground, he saved the
girl and took her to another safe place. Then the relatives of the girl
came and took her to their home. When they started to their home
Citragati and the girl exchanged their rings as both were attracted to
each other. Citragati was now thinking how to get the girl. All the
time he was thinking about the girl. He spent his night at the temple.
In the morning when he was going to father of that girl, he saw that
the full city ahead him was without any resident. He asked about
this strange to a man near by him, he replied that Kanakaprabha, the
king of this city overcoming with passions, flown over this Jina
temple and his all Vidyas were lost. Knowing that Jwalanaprabha
has got all the Vidyas, Kanakaprabha ran away to get shelter with the
Gandhavahana, the king of Gangavarta and the people of this kingdom
also fled from the city. (115-203)

Citragati thought that how it would be possible to find the girl
particularly when he does not know the name or surname of the girl.
He then decided to visit all Vidyadhara nagaras and started with
north range of Vaitadhya mountains to south range. When he came
lo a garden of Kunjaravarta nagar, he found some auspicious gesture,
which fastens his hope to meet her. -While thinking he felt asleep in
the garden. After sometime he awaked hearing the call of Citravega
and saw him trying to hang himself on the tree. Hearing his story
Citravega told that now these all talks are useless because she is
going to be married today night. Then Citragati told Citravega that
there is one way to get back the girl. He told that this is a custom of
the Vidyadharas of south range that the girld to be married worships
Kamadeva alone and then gets married. So she would definitely come
to Kamadeva temple. When she would enter in the temple, you just
take Kanakamala out and myself wearing the clothes of girl would
go to the groom. And thereafter I would join you. By this way the
God'’s preaching would come true and we will also gét that we want.
Citravega agreed with the proposal and said O Supratistha! I am
really in deep attachment with Kanakamala.

Here the 5th pariccheda ends.
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