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PREFACE

The:L.D. Institute of Indology has great pleasure in publishing, in
book—form, Laksmana’s Stktiratnakosa which was first printed in our
Research Journal SAMBODHI Volume VIII (198Q). Dr. Mrs. Nilanjanaben
S: Shah has critically edited the text on the basis of two palm-leaf manu-
scripts, one belonging to the Hemacandr@carya JfAdpna Mandir, Patan and
another to the Santindtha Bhandara, Cambay. She has prepared a verse—
index; there in foot—notes it is pointed out as to which verse is ascribed
to which author in different anthologies. Her introduction, specially written
for this book, is interesting. Therein she describes manuscripts used, presents
some information about the author, discusses sources of verses, gives a
brief account of other Jaina Subhasita Sangrahas and finally evaluates the
Siuktiratnakosa. We are thankful to Dr. Mrs. N. S. Shah for undertaking
the editing of this work.

It is hoped that students and scholars of Sanskrit literature will find
this Suktiratnakosa interesting, -

L. D. Institute of Indology Nagin J. Shah
Ahmedabad-380 009 Director
2nd October 1982
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|NTRODUCTION
Description and Peculiarities of the two Manuscripts consulted:

The present text of Sukti-Ratna-Kosa has hbeen edited from the
photostat copies of the two Mss, one from patan and another from Khambhat.

The details about the Mss. are as follows :

P (9):- This is a palm-leaf Ms stored in the Hemachandra JfiZna Mauadir
of Patan bearing no. 160. The size of Ms is 134”X11”. It contains 66
folios with 3 lines on each page. Folios 2023 42-46, and 51 are missing,
The left portion of first five folios is worn out. The date of copying is
the beginning of thirteenth century of VikramSarhvat. The extent of the
work as stated in the colophon is 680 verses. In this Ms. the title
Stktasamgraha is given.

The work comprises 68 sections as given in this Ms. A few marginal
notes on difficult words are found in the folios 1~24. At one place, one
whole verse has been quoted in order to clarify a Subhasita (verse 344).
At times it has given deSya words as synonyms e. g. the word ‘pralapl’
is explained by ‘jhaitkhana’. Four verses (155-390; 163—543; 164-614;
381-619), of course occurring in different sections are repeated. One pecu-
liarity of this Ms is that it has separated the section of ‘Virahi’ from
that of "Virahin?’, This Ms ends with the last section, therefore the autobi-
ographical details about the author are missing.

KH (%) :- This Ms is a palm-leaf Ms stored in the Sintinitha BhaDdara
of Kharhbhit bearing no 265(1). The size of the Ms is 13”X17°. It con-
tains 1-36 folios with 4 to 6 lines on a leaf. The date of copying of this

Ms is the first half of the 15th century of Vikram Sarhvat, The Extent of
the work acc. to this Mss is 613 verses.

According to this Ms. the work is divided into 61 sections. The
difference between the two Mss. is significant. The section on ‘Virahf’ is
included under that on ‘VirahinV’ while no separate heading is given to
verses on ‘dvika’. They are included in the section on ‘Darid:T, The section
regarding ‘Tapasvin’, ‘Hamsa’, ‘Bhriiga’ ‘Abhisarika’ and ‘DiutTpresana’ are
not found in the text according to this Ms. Not only that certain sections
in this Ms fall short by on one or two verses in comparison to those
found in Patan Ms. This Ms has carefully avoided the repetition of the
verses. Chronologically, this Ms is of a later date than the Patan Ms. but

_it is more valuable, as no leaf is missing and it supplies at [east some

" information about the author. The title of the text has been given as Stkti-
Ratna-Kosa,



Author :

There is no doubt about the authorship of Sukti~Ratna-Kosa. The Ms.
from Patan clearly ascribes the authorship to Laksmana and that from
Khambhata confirms it, in the concluding verses. In the last eight versss,
Laksmana has given some information, of course, not satisfactory, about
himself. Our_author’s great grandfather was Sarvadeva, a brahmin belong-
ing to ‘Udicya family. He was prominent among the brahmins and was
accomplished in all arts. His son Hamsa was the grandfather of Laksmana.
Harhsa’s son Atyuttama was Laksmana’s father, The name of his mother
was Ny3ayinl. She was a very chaste woman. In this verses, the author
claims that he collected these verses with @ view to make the readers or
the listeners smile i. e. brighten them by their strikingness, of course, the
verses have several other sentiments besides humour, e.g cerain sections, of the
anthology are such as would arouse scorn, conipassion etc; as the section
on Sdnta er the one on Viraht or that on ‘Virahin?’. Some other sections
are purely descriptive.

Nowhere in the history of Sanskrit literature, do we find any reference
to Laksmana, the son of Harhsa, as the author of Siaksi-Ratna-Kosa. Shri
Krishnamachariar (History of Sanskrit * Literature, p. 390) has recorded
one Laksmana of the eighteenth century as the author of Suaktavali. But
he seems to be different from our Laksmana.

In Subhdsitavali (SV) and Saduktikarnamria (=SKM) verse no 216 is
ascribed to Laksmana. Of course, we have no means to ascertain whether
he was this Lak$mana or other. This anthology pays homage to Jina in
the opening verses. The Section on Jinastuti comprises seven verses. There
fore it is quite evident that the compiler is a Jaina by 'faith, but he
follows compilations by non-Jaina authors.

The Text :

The work here presented is an anthology of Sanskrit Sfiktis compiled
by Laksmana. This work by Laksmana is mentioned in P. Peterson’s
Third Report (A. p. 54) under the name of SuktaSargraha,

This anthelogy is divided into 68 sections and contains 651 Subh3sitas.
The section on Niti is the longest and it comprises 66 verses. The sections
on ‘Virah?’ and ‘Virahini’ taken together cover 70 verses, while the sections
on ‘Nrpa’ and ‘S8anta’ have 39 verses each. The rest of the sections are
rather short.

Out of these 651 stuktis, the compiler attributes only the following 20
yerses to their guthors, Verse 88 is attributed to Vidyapati,- verses 110-112
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are ascribed to Chittapa, verses 117-118 to Someévara, verses 119 to
Vihada, verses 313-322 to Valmiki, verses 473—474 to Trivikrama and
verses 484 to Vararuci.

‘The verse here attributed to Vidydpati is found in anthologies without
any ascription. At the same time it is verv difficult to identify Vidy&pati.
Several verses occurring in the antholOgies are ascribed to Vidyapati. The
verses attributed to Chittapa are not found in the anthologies consulted.
According to the editers of Subhisita—Ratna—Kosa (SrK), Chittapa was a
court poet of King Bhoja of Dhard and of some XKalacuri king of his
time. Most of the Chittapa’s Stanzas quoted in the well-known Sanskrit
anthologies are replete with court—flattery. The verses here ascribed to
Chittapa are not found in any of the prominent Sanskrit anthologies.
Therefore this anthology should be given credit for bringing to llght three
verses of Chittapa, perhaps not noted elsewhere.

- Verses attributed to Some$vara are not traceable in the extant work
written by the authors bearing that name. The verse 119 ascribed to
Vahada is not found as such in any of the works of two Vahadas known
so far, viz, Vagbhata, the author of Vagbhatdlathkara and Vigbhata, the
author of KavyAnuddsana. The section on rainy season contains 17 verses
(312-328). Out of these, 10 have been ascribed to Vilmiki. But only two
(315, 322) could be traced to the Kiskindh3kanda in the critical edition of
Ramdiyana, while two verses 316 and 320 are found in the popular edltlon
of two Ramiyana,

Two verses ascribed to Trivikrama are found in his work, Nalacampt,
The verse here attributed to Vararuci is also found in Sukrimukravali (SMV
~48-4), Sarngadharapaddhati (SP-3506) and SV(1434) with the same ascription.

We do not know which Vararuci is here referred to out of the several
writers known to bear that name, such as Vararuci alias Katyayana, the
author of Virtikas, Vararuci, the author of Prakrit grammar or Vararuci,
the pre-Dandin writer on Alamkara : (Ref. : History of Sanskrit Poetics,
I, p. 70) -

Yet a majority of verses in this anthology are left without ascriptions,
but in other anthologies they are ascribed to their authors. These ascriptions
have been shown in the footnotes in the verse—index. One should not put
too much reliance on those ascriptions which are unsupported by other
information, because sometimes, the same verse is attributed to different
poets in different anthologies.

Though the compiler has not indicated the source of the verses, we
ire able to find out the sources of forty verses in about twelve works, viz,
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the Bhagavadgita, Vilmiki~-Rdmdyana (in the case of verses othér than
those indicdted by the Mss), Vikramorvadiya dAmarusataka, the Satakiay
of Bhartrhar: Kaoyvyalamkara of Bhimaha, Kavyddar&a of Daldin, Mrecha~
katika of Sﬂdraka Ratnavali and Nagananda of Snb.arSa Harsa—carita of
Bina, Anarghardghava of Muréri, and V;ddhasdlabbanjxkd of RajaSekhara

We have indicated the sources in square brackets in the text.

It is not possible to detérmine the exact date of the compilation of
this anthology. Among the authors quoted in the text by the compiler and
thosé traced by us, chronologically, Trivikrama stands last. He flourished
in' the tenth century A.D. This may be taken as the upper time limit of
the compiler of this anthology. The earliest MS of this work has been
assigned to the thirteenth century V. S. Thus we may surmise that this
anthology was compiled somewhere between the tenth and the thirteenth
century.

- An attempt has been made to compare this anthology with five out-
standing Sanskrit authologies viz, Srk of Vidydkara (1130 A. D.) SKM of
Sridharadas (1205 A.D.), SMV of Jalhana (1258 A. D.), SP of Sarfigydhara
(1363 A.D.), and SV of Vallabhaddsa (not earlier than I5th century). On
comparison, it is found that this anthology has 254 verses common with
S_v', 129 verses common with SP, 69 verses common with SMV, 37 common
with SRK and 14 verses common with SKM.

Other Jaina Subhdsita Saigrahas :

As this Sukti-Ratna-Kosa is compiled by Laksmana, a Jaina author,
1t will not be out of piace here to refer to other Sanskrit Subhasita
Samgrahas by Jaina authors. Subhasita sarhgrahas written by Jainas are
non-jainistic in character and contain mostly non—Jamxstlc teachings. They
pay homage usually in invocations to Jina in the opening verses. But this
is a general, usual type of the anthology of Subhiitas and as such there
is nothing specially Jainistic about it.

Notable among the printed Jaina Subhigita—Safhgrahas are the following
ones :

Sitktamuktavali compiled by some PUrvacarya is an anthology divided
I111:0 27 sections and contains 2030 Subhasgitas mostly written in Sanskrit
but some also in Prakrit.

EkddesavaranibaddhaUpadesa is also an anthology of 98 verses,
collected by a Jaina Sadhu. Suktamuktavali of MeghaprabhasOri and
Saktaratnavati of Vijayasenasiri (coritaining 54 Subhasitas) are also worth
noting among the Jaina Subhasita Sarmhgrahas. The Anyoktimukiavali of
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Hamsavuayagam and AnyoktiSataka of Darsanavijayagani are coliectxons
of anoykn.! Anyoktimuktavali is divided into 8 partcchedas and contams
1199 verses. This anthology was written in A.D. 1679.

Besides these many Jaina Subhisita—Samgrahas are preserved only in
manuscripts. A ‘'modern compilation in five volumes viz. Subhasitd-padya-
ratpdkara (published in A. D. 1933-37) contains 4065 verses. This is an
excellent selection of Jainistic Subh@sitas with an explanation in Gujarati
on Jaina doctrine and teachings from Jaina Sources.

In the Jaina gnomic and didactic Subhisita literature also we come
across some works of this type. These works are written by Jainas to pro-
mote,Jaina teachings and propagate Jaina ethics. Among them Amitagati’s
Subhasita-ratnu-Samdoha (A.D. 993-994), is specially noteworthy. This an-
thology is didactic as far as it proclaims the ethics of Digambara Jainas
for laymen and monks and polemic as far as it contains criticismis of Bra-
hmanical rules of conduct. It contains 922 Subhisitas and is divided into
32 sections. ‘Sragdravair3gyatarangini’ of Somaprabha is a didactic Jain
poem. Most of the verses in this work teach Jaina ethics and-are expressed
in ascetic spirit, but reai Subha81tas are also found here in suﬁicxent number.

Stuktin uk:avali, or better known as 'Sindiraprakara’ is written by So-
maprabha, probably another than the author of ‘Sragdra-vairagyatarangini’
Somaprabha has proclaimed in 99 verses written in different metres, the
Jaina teachings in a form of stray verses of which many can be considered
as Subh3sitas. There exist also other didatic Jaina poems as well as other
numerous writings which contain intermingled gnomic sayings both on mo-
rality and on world]y wisdom.

Thus the so-called Jaina Subh3sgita sathgrahas, although collected by
Jaina authors were usually collections of stray verses culled not only from
Jaina authors, tut also from non-Jainistic sources, as well as from the flo-
ating mass of oral tradition. As such they were of general application.

This Sukti-Ratna-Kosa by Laksmana belongs to this type. Laksmana
as a devout jaina, pays homage to Jina in the opening verses. He did not
cull the verses included in Sukti-Raina—Kosa from Jaina authors, nor did
he intend to teach Jaina doctrines; therefore the whole work has seldom a
Jaina character. Almost All the verses included in this anthology could
very well fit in any non-Jaina Subhasia-Sargrahas. '

This anthology contains some well-known and current sayings as well
as some verses little known as quite unknown to other Subhasita~Sathgra-
has. We must credit Laksmana with literatry judgment of a high order in
sclecting stanzas for his anthology. Laksmana claims that he is presenting
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& treasure of Subhasitagems, but if we examine the nature of the stanzas.
we find that a good many of them are Subhdsitas in the sense of epigrams
(e.g. in stanzas in sections pertaining to Niti, Daridr1, etc.). There are be-
sides these many other stanzas which are purely descriptive (e.g.—The sta-
nzas in the sections on Vars$a, Sarat, Hemanta, etc.). It indicates the good
taste of Laksmana that he has refrained from selecting erotie verses offe-
ending to good taste, though the sections on Strlprasamis, Vairahi and Vi-
rahini taken together (107 verses) occupy almost one-sixth of the text.

The edited text includes all the verses that occur in either of the Mss.
including those verses that have been repeated in different sections. Thus
total verses in this edition are 65! plus 8 more verses pertaining to the
author. The variant readings are given of course, as strictly as possihle in
accordance with the manuscript sources. But when the manuscripts differ,
I have accepted the reading that is found in the Patan Ms. As noted above,
many verses of this anthology are common with the verses of other anth-
ologies. But some verses, do not exactly tally with their counterparts in other

anthologies. We can find Some variants in the text which are not found

elsewhere.

I am thankful to Pandit Shri Dalsukhbhai Malvania, Dr. H. C. Bhayani
Dr. N. J. Shah (Director of the L. D. Institute of Indology, Ahmedabad),
Dr. H. G. Shastri, Pandit Amratlalji, Dr. N. M. Kansara and Shri Laks-
manbhai for the kind help rendered by them in connection wiih the man-

uscripts utilised by me.

Gujarat College Nilanjana S. Shah |

Ahmedabad
15-6-82
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