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" Why, Seth! Still
not rid of the childhood
> habit of stealing!///
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(. SUR-SUNDARI )

There is no remark that in itself is insignificant or important; it is the
intention concealed in the remark that is important. Sometimes even an
insignificant remark becomes so important in one’s life that it changes the
direction of life.

In ancient Prakrit narrative literature there is a poetical saga titled
‘Sur-sundari Chariyam.’ It is the interesting story of Sur-sundari and Amar
Kumar. During their schooling, Amar Kumar stealthily takes seven kaudis
(a specific type of shell used as lowest denomination of Indian currency in
the past) tied at the end of princess Sur-sundari’s scarf, buys sweets and gives
a treat to fellow students. The princess scolds him for this mischief.
Amar Kumar retorts, “I have stolen mere seven Kaudis; not looted all your
treasury. Could you purchase a kingdom with seven Kaudis?” Sur-sundari
replies, “Of course, I could purchase a kingdom with seven Kaudis.” And this
insignificant remark turned into an obsession. As luck would have it, the two
got married to each other. One day Amar Kumar abandoned helpless
Sur-sundari in a jungle with a challenge to possess a kingdom with seven
Kaudis. Sur-sundari gave a fitting reply to the challenge by acquiring a
kingdom with the help of her wisdom, courage, and strength of character.
Thus an insignificant frivolous remark set forth an upheaval in her life.

Renowned scholar Upadhyaya Shri Keval Muni ji turned this story into
a novel. His able disciple Shri Suresh Muni ji inspired us to adopt that novel
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into this picture story. We are deeply indebted to him. %
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SURSUNDARL

- es, I have also thought
(@bout this. Best is to send her
years old: letus send .\ tothe school of the famous
her to school o= teacher Jnanasen.

’r =
\ now. et D S SIS I GG

(s

Sire, our
daughter is seven

25

e

Sur-sundari joined the school of Acharya Jnanasen. Amar Kumar, the son of the nagar—seth also
studied in the same school. Amar was the best student of the school. He was handsome and
pleasmg, and witty as well. All the students accepted him to be their Ieader.!_

i i
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- -————

=

Son Amar, you ~ Amar memorizes %, ~~ How | wish that| \;
got the first position in every lesson justbya ;i had a sharp memory
this test also. .. single reading. . like Amar s. B

# A title awarded to the richest erchant of the on.



SURSUNDARI

When untied the scarf he found
seven kaudis. Amar laughed—

reat! Daughter
of aking and owns
mere kaudis....

Look! This
princess is
snoring as if
she was
awake all

ey Amar ! ‘
What is this tied

at 'the end of her
scarf ? Just take
alook....

["Amar started disfributing the same. By that time
the princess was also awake. Amar gave Sweets,
to her as well— Here, princess
3 enjoy some

weets.

| will entertain
you today. Go, buy
some sweets with
these kaudis.

atatalale ava arac.a h alate NOo
dd HIIOyT

When Amar placed just a few tiny globules of the sweet on the palms of the

N @l  Great! So meagera > :
: share! Who is the great [FS-@RSSEREEN You are the only
donor ? ¥ "% T great donoramong
us. Its by your
courtesy....




SURSUNDARI

Sur-sundarifZg#)  You are a
{ liar! Why would

| distribute
sweets and
that too so

e e e

' | don't tell lies.
Just check the end of

your scarf.
7

Sur-sundari looked at herfligs
scarf— , /
w P SERES B~ are my seven

: G281 AP kaudis? Who has i

/ Amar! What is this
nonsense? You certainly are \§

a thief. While | was asleep you
stole my kaudis. The son of

merchant Dhanna, and a
thief ? Don't you feel
ashamed.




SURSUNDARI

aswell. He retorted

//Princess! Mind

‘a kingdom with those
kaudis?

The biting remark from the princess irritated Amar

Wcourse, I could

your language. Itwas just Y get a kingdom.

seven kaudis, not priceless

diamonds. Could you get A concerned? A

hief and suc
)\, insolence!

How are you

What is the
matter, children?
Why do you

Karrer)

Just then teacher Jnanasen arrived- |
> Look Sir, this
Amar is a hardened
thief. He has stolen my
seven kaudis and is also
makmg fun of-me.

t

Sir, it was just a
plaything. The princess
has made a mountain

of a mole-hill just for
nothing.

No, Amar,
stealing, even
out of fun, is
bad.

-

Princess, you too should
not get so angry. Harsh words
uttered out of anger sting

like an arrow.

|'The words of -
silenced the pdm ess but she
‘turned away ann ? -




SURSUNDARI

Amar Kumar went and sat in his class. He thought sadly—

@) | a thief? Let me get a

{ | committed a mistake | P ;
today by ridiculing the il N 7B 3
princess so crudely. _ Ay Lo
o

But'howill tempered
and conceited she is?
She catled me a thief. Am

chance, | will show....

(—

o The matter was forgotten. A little later they went to their claéseis, :

R One day the king called Kalacharya Jnanasen and requested—

Y

O great acharya,
the princess is now of
marriageable age. Many \| -
talented and brave princes -
study in your school. Please
tell me if you find some

suitable match for the
princess.

= WNE

r pondering for sometime the |

B O king, | have a
handsome, brilliant, and
brave student in Amar
Kumar. He is no less than
any kshatriya* prince both in
studies as well as martial arts,

son? If he is found capable'|
have no objection. | will take his
test. If he passes | will marry

the princess to him.

but he is a merchant’s son.
Would he be acceptable

e,

* The warrior or the regal caste. 5



SURSUNDARI

The king arranged for a puzzle competition'to test Amar Kumar. Many other princes were
also invited. The princess asked four questions—

s

@7 Which is a pond\
‘? § without an
V926

Everyone' was baffled at these questions.
No one could reply correctly. At last Amar
Kumar stood up and said— :

| will reply the
questions presented
by the princess.

Aiving

being
is a bird without

V\li}s :

Religionis atree
without any branch,
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The king was pleased at the ability, wit, and graceful
bearing of Amar Kumar. He made an announcement—

‘On an auspicious moment they were
irried wif fare e

| want to reward the winner
of this competition by offering
him the hand of princess

D Sur-sundari in marriage.

sure by' :

hailing.

Son, you have just
got married, enjoy |
yourself. Sea voyage
is fraught with hard
ships and peril. You
are yet to mature.

Father, every
time you proceed
on a sea voyage with
ships loaded with
merchandise. Please
allow me to go this

IAmar Kumar started preparing for the voyage. He
informed Sur-sundar My lond, pleaseiilke N

/ ¢ me along. We studied
Darling, | am together in the school and
going on a foreign

tour Pledsesia then became life partners.
h%lﬂg i ?0 ok oft e% Would you now leave me
alone and so faraway ?_4

./v<

When all his efforts to dissuadé( SL.H}-U'ndari
failed Amar Kumar yielded and took permission
from his parents to take her along. '
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=

Replenish drinking water, - : i,-- ; \ Kumar, no sh'ip
hg;leltsr'n?gg ,9,}2:; tc?rsT]s:ntlalsll“ f I stops during the night at this
AN look around the island and 5 Yavt,(: Ziclii?g :'ani;de

return. :
evening.

4 i _/',/ - ‘ i
) PaseT "/’ v 5
,/") By Al N>

|.. Assuring hir:n to retu before gvenrg, Amar and Sur-sundari left for a walk.

N

Enjoying the scenic beauty of the jungle and fruits from trees they came afar. Seeing a river bank Sur-sundari
said— g B o WP v
Darling, | am tired. ‘ : == Alright dear, you

We should take some

~

" |t restawhileand I
will go, take a dip
in the river.




SURSUNDARI

After the dip in the river Amar returned

and sat down to rest near Sur-sundari.

While looking at her he recalled the inci-
their student life.

One day she was
sleeping just like this
and | had taken her
seven kaudis.

One after the other the scenes |

came alive in his memory.

Like a ghostly roar, old memories haunted
Amar. He thought— |

This is the chance to
avenge that remark. | will
abandon herin this godforsaken
forest and see how she acquires
Ty a kingdom with seven kaudis.
The opportunity to shatter
her pride is here.

Overpowered by ill-will Amar Kumar became
callous. He placed seven kaudis near
Sur-sundari and got up. On a nearby rock-
face he wrote something and stared angrily
at Sur-sundari. o

_/ "/, V‘ E

7
A

b - %




SURSUNDARI

‘He rushed to the coast and said to the sailors with

yaksha* has devoured

my wife and is chasing
me now. Weigh the
anchor and sail at

= {u /),
The sailors at once weighed the anchors and
the ships left the shore.

Ontheisland, when Sur-sundan opened her
eyes after some time and found hersel
she called— 2l

. Amar, where are you
Amar ? This isolation is
fearful. Please come

—

77 e ) ) )/
‘When she got no response her heart
pounded with fear.

She looked around expectantly and her gaze
fell on the nearby rock-face. She approached
and read—_ ,

Sur-sundari, remember you called me a

thief and a crook when | took seven kaudis. You
had boasted that with seven kaudis you could get a
kingdom. Now seven kaudis are before you. If you
have courage andwisdom, make your words come

-\ true. |am abandoning you. | will meet you after twelve
=z years. | give you ample time to do what you said.

fid ____yours ‘Amar’

\

. x ey 1
Spite S e 4

* A type of lower gs.

10

'TiTl_v'te letter on the rock made her angry,

she uttered— -

/  So, thisis tﬁe idea. He has left
me alone to take his revenge. Amar \

committed a theft in his childhood and

now an act of deception. He has
shown his true colours.

of her scarf and in disgust, started
 throwing around pebbles.




SURSUNDARI

[She caimed down after some time and looked at the sun setting in the west. Night was
approachmg Eerie sounds came from the jungle. She got shaken finding herself helpless
he dense forest.

Where can | go now:?—goon (o)
it will be dark. The forest must OO
be infested with thieves, bandifs.
demons, and ferocious anlmals
» like l|on Remote chances of
remaﬂlﬂg_allu\@/J

remp mgw ; ears e stumbe to eop ngx a
nearby cave. She sat down and started chanting‘ the

amokar Mantra.

Hearing the sound Sur-sundari opened her eyes and
was shocked as if she was facing death. Collecting her

wits she sal
(]

As the darkness increased, a giant yaksha
came outof the cave. Seeing Sur-sundari

O divine one. |
am a helpless woman
gnd want to take refuge

:/Hl//% 1
W)

The sweetand humble words of Sur-sundari pleased the yaksha. He said-

» // Angel, you are

free to live here witho
any fear. You will have
no problems here. g

b

 Getting permission from the yaksha &ur—sundﬂﬂi W
living on the island.

11




SURSUNDARI

: " Sistet, who
are you and why

heisland.

alone....? Brother |l am a
‘| helpless and sad

have a kingdom for seven
kaudis. This mission coul

not be-accomplished if
m .

| will come with

Alright brother, \

The merchant sympathized
with her—

My name is Kamaldatt
and | am a merchant. How
will you spend your life alone on
this desolate land? Come with /j
me. | takeyoutobemy £
adopted sister.

11 R
v
g

75

/. 8f
i
+
N

!

b\

island. When the ship was on high seas, he
approached Sur-sundari and said—

Charming one, |
have fallen for your
beauty, please be




SURSUNDARI

The moment Kamaldatt proceeded to grab her, she took

her concealed dagger out. [ Rascall Don't

V you dare touch me.

It will not be good for
you if you take

even one step

These words shook Sur-sundari to the core. | '

/" Brother, do you ‘ﬁﬁgﬁ
know what you say ? StOpthIS

g N
’ ‘ brother business.
Donttr:gg::g:;su(:h i You will submit

to my desires,
_otherwise....

Kamaldatt was filled with fear seeing Sur-
sundari’s ferocity. He ran away fromthe cabin.

One cannot be Just then a cyclone hit the sea. The ship wrecked
sure of suchrascal.| | on the rocks. Kamaldatt drowned. Sur-sundari
I'haveto protect | | caught hold of a log of wood and swam towards |
the shore. ,

my chastity even
at the cost of

And she Jumped out ofthe wmdow lnto the sea.
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Reaching the shore, very tired Sur-sundari sat down to rest. Suddenly four bandits arrived

there. Seeing Sur-sundari alone they deliberated— [~ i ol toduvhs b ;4‘
[———‘ ee there, y 2Nl

o T = returning empty handed. If not {igidl
=+ wealth, the fate has provided |5

| us a beautiful woman. When »r«,‘
\ we present her to the boss he ‘&V‘E
will jump with joy. - AERE

The bandits picked up Sur-sundari and took | [Sur-sundari closed her eyes and sfarted

|her to their leader. The chief looked a chanting the Namoka
Sur-sundari with evil eyes—

Oh! What has
happened to my
eyes? | don't see a
thing. This sorceress
has made me
blind.

2, h‘—": "‘ %
SOMREST \

e
e — N7 S/




SURSUNDARI

tthe wailing of their chief the bandits drew| | The youth approached Sur-sundariand introduced
their swords and rushed at Sur-sundari. All| | himself— : AL :
of a sudden a brave youth jumped in the p Dontbe afraid sister, | '\
fray and started fighting them fiercely with |  am Vidyadhar® Chandragati.

. ’( -
; : 4  Inacave in this mountain a
R aword. Torturing a N Q'ﬁ’ hermit is doing meditation. | was

< | helpless woman. )

: returning after paying homage
I will show you to him when, from my plane, |
saw your futile struggle. Itis my
duty to rescue a lady in distress
so | came at once.

Mortally wounded by the
‘mighty blows by the youth,
the bandits ran away.

It is true that a burnt

¥ child dreads fire. But all
men are not treacherous or

debauch. Believe me, |lam a

#J Jain shravak. | treat other

. \vomen as | would my own

The Vidyadhar added

Sister you will
not be safe alone in
this jungle....come
with me, | will provide
protection.

No brother,
| have been often
cheated by men. |
am left with hardly
any faith for

* Vidyadhar = a benevolent god with spcial skills and powers. 15



SURSUNDARI

The Vidyadhar took Sur-sundari to his
palace where his four wives greeted the

This is my sister.

Ll
ppily lived
with the Vidyadhar family.

During the month of Ashvin (Aaso), Sur-sundari
practiced the nine day Oli-tap.* She observed Ayambil® |
during this period and did non stop chanting of Navapad.
On the ninth day goddess Chakreshvari appeared.

Daughter, ;
y have you evoked me?

Mother, you?an/\
see my predicament.
When will | meet my
husband? Please
show me the way.

Goddess
Chakreshvari—

Till then you should
remain here.

Daughter, your husband is
safe in Simhal island. You will
i meet your husband after twelve

b years in the town of Venatat. eS0T

_Wﬁenﬁﬁmiéh’zé"y'e;ais -we‘réf';)fast she one night saw

Amar Kumar in her dream. [ ,_
G e L « F'mi\
_ [acquire a kingdom with

seven kaudis. | amsoon
reaching Venatat.

=3
w———

Following the instructions of th é’goddess Sur-sundari
spent twelve years in the palace of the Vidyadhar. -

# HA. sbecific Jain austerity.
#HH

Eating cnicein a day, food cooked with a sing'_le ingredient even without any salt or other condiments;



SURSUNDARI

Next morning Sur-sundari told Vidyadhar her story

After that he took her to Venatat in the plane

in detail and said-l ;

/Brother, now

| should proceed
for Venatat as soon
as possible.

Sister, the work yo
have to accomplish woul

teach you five unique divin

e

AM@‘}&W The Vidyadhar taught her fi

1)
ve special powers.

u
d

require special powers. | will

e

powers. ltwould be easy for
ou to accomplish your goal
with the help of these.

and left her there. Seeing a large and beautiful
garden Sur-sundari thought—

Let me go into
the garden first
and think calmly.

il Then only I will
0\ take any ste‘[:%
\

inthe garden she satdown undera beautiful tree and

EO!‘iemPt?, B A woman’s beauty, in this

root cause of all her troubles. |

why do | not work for my goal

[ world, is her asset as well as the

is difficult for awoman to be safe
and secured alone. Therefore,

after transforming myself »

t

‘turned into a handsome youngman.

0y

into a man S

; L

She sat in lotus pose and started meditation. By
invoking the power of transformation she at

once

v

moment my name
is Vimalyash.

Do A
of becoming invisible.

# 1. The powef acquirih

an adversary's divine powers and Mantras.

g any form. 2. The poWe of*healing. 3. The power r
4. The power of increasing physical and mental strength at will. 5. The power of protection from

17



SURSUNDARI

Geﬁing up ,fram,fhege he was about to leave Mother, give
the garden when he saw awoman carrying me some flowers in

: b Gncn onane : L exchange of these
,_g‘basket full of fragrant flowers. He asked cavar Katuls:

R
T
b

Son, this is the

first sale of the morning.
Take as many as
you like.

Mother, who | 7~ Son, | am Salka, the
gardener of this place. | am
going out to sell these fresh
flow 2

(2

Vimal selected som floers
and took them in his scarf. |

He Satdom inthe garden and made a beautiful fan with the flowers. He cast the spell of his mantra on the fan.

kareturned. What! A hundred
s gold coins ?~

Mother, | have made
this fan. You should sell
it in the market. But don’t
accept anything less than
a hundred thousand
gold coins for this.

Of course! This is a magical | | salkatookthe fan to market for selling—
fan. Air blown by this fan will cure ! == 0 ake the magical
(i~ fan. Take the

any and all disease. b
£/l magical fan. Price

only a hundred
thousand gold
0ins<




SURSUNDARI

Thena merchant asked- (Whatis so special that )‘

5 w D
3 L e
< ‘ 4 :
Vi
o AR
E il
s
7
o \\ 7
~—

This is not an
ordinary fan, it is
magical. Whoever is
fanned with it will be

cured of all ailments, no ' W N \
matter how incurable / '
L they are.

makes it so costly ?

R

T

with the magical fan.

'Sagardatt returned home with the fan. His
son was a leper. The merchant fanned him

Oh! Father, | feel so cool

has been applied. The
A irritation and burning
IS No more.

fan.

=%
B Within th

completely cured.

Indeed, my i

as if sandal-wood paste | sonis getting cured.
This is a miraculous

ree hour
merchant’s son was

4
s the

%
P e
\7)

By evening the news about the magical fan reached|
merchant Sagardatt, a billionaire. He came to Salk
and asked— 3

If what you claim is\__ Il
true my only son, who | I
should be completely 1
75, cured using this fan.

N /M ot yot : |
\ ” will repay
///—\ ’ ‘/ / e amoun |
And the merCha Douy e fan for a hundred
thousand gold coins.

Now the business instinct took over—

5 1
|
/

)

The king also suffers
from this incurable leprosy.

Why not cure the king of his
ailment. This will make me his
confidante and add to my

prestige and status in
the kingdom.

=

EEY S

T
AR

O
O T~
N2

{/

<

N

O~

Wmv

PR

- \s ’5. &SJ ‘0

=

=1
—
e
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SURSUNDARI

When nothing happened after continued fanning the
king got peeved=

s8]
Take away this rascal

Merchant,
Sire, | have a if you do that
|magical fan.l will cure || ! willweigh you
you of your leprosy with diamonds
at once. Q and pearls,
100 (
l a7 /5
7R
1 | 3
SRR
‘ V" ’I =
( 45 ‘ N / N
BNaZ = AN B
e merchant fanned the kin ome time

[the king got no relief at all:

’ \

P o N

W and put him in jail. He is
\% making fun of me. Has
D
>

blowing air from a fan 0
’_ever cured anyone ? 4»?

' 7 Pardonme \&
sire. But what
| said was true.

You may call

When the guérds brought Salka, Vimalyash also came
along. After hearing the story he asked the merchant—

He recharged the fan with the spell and
gave it to the king. r

Merchant, did you use
this fan earlier ?

Yes, | cured ( ‘
my son with g
rramiﬂ":’

/S

9.
L)
(5

SSSes 0T

s
-\\\\.

The influence
of mantra vanishes Y
from a charged
thing after
one use.

That was

'the reason that
this fan was

" ineffective for
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As soon as the king started He hugged Vimalyash and said—

fanning he was on the mend.

%

Soonthe king was completely cured.

s

O foreigner, you

Great! How have given me a new e
soothing it feels. The life. | reward you with = =
irritation is reduced. After half of my kingdom. You l = /%
so many years | feel so may enjoy all the R &
relieved OPINIprEs. X -‘
£ ' \& S . A

5

=
!

In spite of Vimalyash's reluctance to
accept, the king insisted and gave him
‘ half his kingdom. Vimal gave a hundred
\ ‘1 thousand gold coins to Salka.

One day a cruel brigand kidnapped princess
Kanakvati, the only daughter of the king. All
efforts to find her went in vain. At last the
king announced—

When Vimalyash came to know of this he used |-
his special powers to trace the brigand and get
the princess released. The king said with joy—

Whoever gets
~ the princess released
from the brigand will
be given her hand in
marriage.

<R

O young man, you have ,»
obliged me once again. Please

;7/'—"' marry my daughter and do a
| ;//é third obligation on me.

Z
Bl 72 7avrasy
A
SPRTS - s "45.5‘“.
Ay iy 0

."/

" Sire, | would first y
like to talk to the princess Y
in privacy. Then only | will*

| give my consent for

" marriage.

7/
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Alone with princess, Vimal said—

| have taken a vow. A friend of
mine is away to distant lands. As
long as he does not return | will observe
absolutely celibacy. | will not even touch

The princess was already infatuated with the strength,
wisdom, and beauty of Vimalyash. She agreed without any
hesitation. Vimalyash (Sur-sundari) and Kanakvati were
married with all fanfare. However, following the condition,
they sleptin separate bedrooms.

you as long as my friend does not
return. Please think about this before
e getting married to me.

One day the coastguards informed

Vimalyash

A merchant from Simhal island has
arrived at the port with twelve ships

What is his

° name ?
oy
- G ¢
| B 4
[:,‘ ,,,,, S
A Ry
& ¢
= ‘
= )\ )
= : Yy
/
v || 4
I

He calls

himself Amar
/25 :

@)\ an eye on him. | am
WA

s




SURSUNDARI
Vimal rode a horse and came to the docks. Amar Kumar was getting his ships unloaded. Seeing the son-in-law

of the king he offered salutations. Vimal asked— AR or s r oI T ey T \
2 : r
Y ( 229\ Who are you? I & AN ',Q Kumar of Champapuri, |
A

And from where | had gone to Simhal island
ave you com on business. | am on my
way home. | took this
opportunity offer my
respects to you.

—

Indeed, | know how
clever you merchants
are. If caught, you will
offer gifts, if not, you
will evade taxes

and elope.
= :

N ‘?‘;"q

yet paid the state

( You have not
‘levies ?

preparing to visit
your court with
gifts when you
i arrived.

Confiscate all the merchandise
of this merchant and produce him
before'me in my palace.
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In the evening, Amar Kumar was produced before Vimalyash. Sendlng away the guards, Vmalyash repri-

manded Amar Kumar privately—
: Sire, you have got
- You commit theft awrong impression.
< \ and still remain insolent. \ 4, my life | have never : =8
S b j ? prison you will know about Neither have | ITTER g
— : the consequences of committed theft. / 3 [ IAPER 2
== i * cheating. é’ '\ )
ANAA !’:‘L‘" -)b
| W
N\ 4 VA o =y
ol .
] @

You are not
ashamed of telling a lie.
| have solid proof of theft

| and deception

by you....

Amar Kumar thought-

i/ Sire, | have done nothing
of that type. Still | am ready to
bear whatever punishment
you give.

Vimal was ready with a bowl full of oil.
Pointing at the bowl he said—

'/ This is a bowl of mustard oil.

Before the night ends you should
finish it by massaging the oil on your
ody. Take care that not even a drop
is spilled on the floor.

] > ;
; Z

My N

Alright. Go into the
next room and start your
work. Beware, if you try to

cheat, you will rotin the
jail all your life:

Vimal said angrily— [
What a strange punishment.

" Sire, | shall abide
by what you say. 4
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Amar Kumar went into the room and started
applying the oil on his body. Vimat also reclined
on an easy chair and observed. He thought—

You are trapped
today, mister. This is the
first opportunity | got of
taking revenge from my

stars during the day.

husband. I will make him see,

This way almost a quarter of the night was spent.
The level of the oil in the bowl hardly reduced.

Amar thought-—

Massaging this
oil is draining all my
strength. What should
EN ldo? . A
L""’;"\‘
&

1 1=
=

' If | drink the oil the

2_bowl will be empty,

Amar lifted the bowl to his lips. Vimal got up
and caught his hand.

Merchant, what is this?

You claimed that you were not {

a thief, you had never committed a
theft. Today you have been caught

in the act. | say that stealing is
your childhood habit.
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“| am sorry. Please
forgive me.

mistakes you want me
to forgive. When still a
child you stole kaudis
belonging to the
princess.

=
You married her
and then abandoned
her in a forest.
N

-
Why don’t you say
/ something? Tell me, why did
*you abandon your wife? What
was her mistake. Did she
deceive you? Was she also
treacherous like you ?

DA A A A

 on Vimal's mouth—

No! No!

|l Please don’tsay

that. My wife
was absolutely
honest. It was

not her fault
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;ma_l's‘,“f@e!- Vma' Vimal— - : No! Not at all. Please ]

NGl TEis ieblacs / Why ? Do you | don'tutter sugh words. | will
I to touch my feet. You expect that she seek herforgweness forall
[should, in fact, touch feet | |weepsandwailsand | MY crimes. If she refuses
\of the person you have | |dies? Andyouarerid/] toforgive me,|will atonce
of that sinner. jumpinto afire. Sire,
|| please arrange that | meet
her once.

.

appears that it was
my wife who told
you this story. Is
she alive ?

Vimal— First join your palms and

take a vow that you will never
repeat the sinful act you committed
being driven by pride, anger, and
spite-evoked by an innocent
commentin childhood.

Vimal could no more restrain himself. He
took Amar’s hand in his. Tears flowed from
his eyes. He said— .

See, an insignificant comment
poisoned two lives. Such trivial matters are
common in life. Only he who forgets such
matters embraces happiness.

O king! In the name
of God | take this oath that

I will never again commit
such mistake.
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Amar—-
/Sire, now please
allow me to meet my
wife. | will be in your
debt for life.

Alright, close your
eyes for five minutes

and chant Namokar
Mantra. | will call her

“Vimal went msude the room and regained! h;s
original form with the help of the mantra

\_here before you.

Y 1
//m.\\* Y /
KNl

Y
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LY VVM
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lAmar opened his eyes. Tears flowed from his erq

| Darllng open your. when he saw Sur-sundari standing before hi

eyes. See who
stands before

For some time their eyes remained locked. Their faces bnghtened wuth joy. Amar felt like touching Sur-
;sundarl s feet and seekmg her pardon. But before that, ‘
Sur—sundan uttered—

My Iord you
made a mountain
of a molehill and as a
consequence we had
\to suffer this separation
for twelve years.
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: Z ~..< <> | The night was spent in sharing their individ
= _ : T lig p n sharing their individual
A'_'Tf" said = _experiences.

e

Sur-sundari, woman is
as clam as the earth. You have
forgiven all my mistakes and
accomplished what you vowed for.

&deed, you are great.

Next moming the king got the news. The king came rushing with his queen and daughter Kanakvati. when thgy
heard the story their eyes also became wet. Princess Kanakvati said to Sur-sundari— [

sEg, Sister, we are two
7 3 branches of the same
great tree.

Kanakvati hugged Sur-sundari. All present there showered flowers on these three.

20




SURSUNDARI

Victory be to
king Amar!

Spending a few days there Amar Kumar sailed w
his parents. =LY
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After reaching Champapuri when he narrated the story to his parents, they also said—j
‘ How much of a turmoil was : . :

created in our lives by just one
insignificant remark.

o o o o o o o

o

When they became old, Amar Kumar and Sur-sundari gave their
kingdom to their sons and proceeded to embrace success in the spiri-
tual field.

! THE LESSON :

Sometimes even fun and hilarity hurt others and in the agitated
state of mind such harsh words that pierce the heart like a thormn are
forced out. Mistakes and disputes are common in life but if they are
taken to heart and the resulting torridness drives one towards revenge,
an all consuming fire erupts. This fire bumns and tortures everyone.
Sanity lies in wiping the mind of all such insignificant remarks and nur-
turing mutual love and faith.

Insign'rﬁciaht things can poison ones life. Therefore do not allow them
# to infest your mind. Let go what has happened and is past. The only
path to lasting peace is “forgive and forget.”
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