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Our CDigtimgighed Guests

mbassador Rajendra M. Abhyankar; M.A. (Econ), University of Delhy;
joined the Indian Diplomatic Service in 1968 when he was working for his
Ph.D. in Econ at the University of Bombay. %

Wide experience of bilateral and multilateral work as Deputy High Commissioner § . ol
of India in Sri Lanka, 1982-84; High Commissioner to Cyprus 1987-90; Joint Secre-
tary Ministry of External Affairs, 1990-92; Ambassador of India to Turkey and con-
currently to the Republic of Azerbaijan, 1996-1998.

Currently, Consul General of India in San Francisco with jurisdiction over 14
states in western United States.

Speaks French, Italian, Greek, Arabic, and Turkish apart from four Indian
languages.

ev Yaroslavsky represents the Third Supervisorial District, comprising much
of the City of Los Angeles, including the San Fernando Valley, Hollywood and
§ Los Feliz, the Wilshire corridor, and West Los Angeles; the cities of Beverly
Hills, West Hollywood, Santa Monica, Malibu, Agoura Hills, Calabasas, Hidden Hills,
Westlake Village and San Fernando; and unincorporated areas including Topanga and
the Santa Monica Mountains.

He formerly served on the Los Angeles City Council, first elected in 1975 and
subsequently re-elected in 1977, 1981, 1985, 1989 and 1993. Yaroslavsky was elected to
the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors in June 1994, assuming office on Decem-
ber 5, 1994, and was subsequently reelected on June 2, 1998. He also serves on the Board
of Directors of the Metropolitan Transportation Authority, and as a member of the Los
Angeles Coliseum Commission. j :

Since joining the Board, he has firmly established his leadership in budget matters, repeatedly challenging an
entrenched “business-as-usual” mentality that has severely compromised the County’s ability to provide critically
needed health, welfare, and justice services in a fiscally prudent manner.

Born on December 21, 1948, Supervisor Yaroslavsky is a lifelong resident of the dlsmct he represents. A graduate
of UCLA (Master’s, History, 1972; Bachelor’s, History and Economics, 1971). He 1s married with two children

of Chakravarti Rajagopalachari, First Indian Governor-General of Indepen-
dent India; writer, commentator and former member of the Rajya Sabha, Up-
per House of the Indian Parliament.

Chief Editor, Himmat Weekly, Bombay 1964-81; Member, Press Council of India,
1982-84; Resident Editor, Indian Express, Madras, 1985-87.

Fellow, Woodrow Wilson Center, Washington, D.C., 1984-85; Visiting Professor,
George Mason University, 1995; George A. Miller Visiting Professor of History, Univer-
sity of Illinois (1997); and International Council Visiting Professor of History & Poli-
tics, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign (1999); currently Research Professor,
Centre for Policy Research, New Delhi (since July, 1992).

Honorary Doctorate of Laws, University of Calgary, 1997; Honorary Ph.D., Univer- [§
sity of Tokyo, 1997; Honorary Professorship, State University of Osh, Kyrgyz Republic, 1996

Publications include: Rajaji, A Life, New Delhi, 1997; The Good Boatman: A Portrait of Gandhi, New Delhi,
1995; Patel, A Life, Ahmedabad, 1990; Eight Lives: A Study of the Hindu Muslim Encounter, Albany, New York,
1986; Revenge and Reconciliation: Understanding South Asian History, New Delhi, Penguin (forthcoming).

Rajmohan Gandhi b. August 7, 1935, grandson of Mahatma Gandhi and
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Thinking of Sardar Patel

Dear Admirers of Sardar Patel:

[t is a great pleasure, indeed, to present this booklet to you on the momentous occasion of the establishment of a natonal
academic award in the name of Sardar Patel at UCLA,

Sardar Patel belonged to that galaxy of men and women of extraordinary talent in India who gave up therr lucrative carcers
and a luxurious lfestyle for a life of sacrifice and long prison terms 1n an uphill struggle against the might of the Briush
Empire to bring human rights 10 a one-sixth of the human race. Among these, the triumvirate of Gandhi, Nehru and Patel was
universally regarded as standing shoulders above the others in the last phase of wresting freedom from an alien rule and
building 2 new society based on the “revolution of rising expectations”, to borrow a phrase from the erudite Adlai Stevenson.

Ordinary people in India, conversant with the message 1n the Gita, regarded these three great leaders as yugapurushas, with a
specific mission to accomplish on earth. During the short period the Mahatma lived after India’s attainment of independence,
his mission was regarded by millions to have been completed, his potent weapons of fasting and satyagraha agaimnst ahen
domination being considered irrelevant and sometimes obstructionist in the functioning of an indigenous democracy.
However, his message and methods retained their relevance for distant climes in the struggles for human dignity and {reedom.
Nehru was believed to have played his full innings, in the cricket terminology familiar to Indians, with many brilliant fours
and sixes, as he helped provide India with a fairly strong and durable political, legal, soctal, scientific, academic and India
economic infrastructure even while projecting India’s image and role on the global stage far cut of proportion to its economic
or military sirength.

Only Patel was considered to have been snatched away by death before his time. How many times even today do we hear in
India, in private meetings and in public gatherings, when things go wrong or not so well, a sighful statement like “If only the
Sardar had lived a little longer.....” His genius for organization and public administration was universally recognised in India
and in knowlcdgeable circles overseas. Thus, the TIME magazine, generally regarded as being indifferent to happenings in
India, projected Patel on its cover page in January, [947, a few months before India’s independence and in 1ts largely laudatory
cover story, it described him as the only leader who could provide solutions to problems that seemed insuperable for India on
the eve of Briush withdrawal from the sub-continent. We have 1n this little booklet, reprinted the TIME cover and extracts
from the cover story.

Sardar is often portrayed as a stern, severe man with a dour face. After ali, did he not “liquidate” some 565 princely states in a
matter of months, brought the obdurate Nizam to his knees through “police action,” dealt firmly with riots and the refugee
problem, generally projected an image of a no-nonscnse Home Minister and Deputy Prime Minister of India? Few are aware
of the human side of this so-called “Iron Man of India, “ that Gandhiy had insisted on having his company in Yeravada jail not
only because Sardar “mothered” him but because Sardar’s wit and humor served as an anti-depressant. We have, therefore,
provided 1n this booklet some vignettes, including from two persons very much with us {may they live long and in good
health), which testify to Sardar’s human side. We have also published what his contemporaries thought of him. And for those
who want to pursue a further study of Sardar’s life and work, we have listed an extensive bibliography and a chronolgy
chronicling the most important events of his life.

In the following article, Dr Vikram Kamdar has {aithfully recorded the development of the idea of commemorating Sardar
Patel at UCLA from 2 onc-time conference to a permanent endowment for an annual national award. 1 should add a couple
of poinis one of which Dr Kamdar left out from his account out of modesty. The initial idea of holding a conference was his,
developed further at his house over a couple of meetings of the “core” group. Secondly, I should add that as far as 1s now
known, the proposed Sardar Patel Dissertation Award of $10,000 annually is the largest such award in social sciences, humani-
ties, fine arts and education n the U.S, We, the Friends of the Sardar Patel Award Association, hope that this will attract
students of even higher caliber than now to the field of India Studies, that 1t will goad them to strive for excellence in their
dissertations and that it will have a trickle-down effect on the study of India at college and school levels gencrally in the
country and that over the years, the winners of this prestigious award ,who will hopefully style themselves “Sardar Patel
Scholars”, would be readily identifiable as scholars of great merit.

D.R SarDesa:
Emeritus Professor of History, UCLA



Birth of An Idea

n opportunity was presented to Mr. Lalchandbhan
Gaglant by Dr. Barindra Desai, President,
Sardar Patel Memorial Society of North
Amulu, to show the highly acclarmed movie "Sardar’

in Southern California and to raise a fund for a chari-
table organization. A thought came to the core group
ot what was later to be the Friends of Sardar Patel Award
Association {FSPAA) (o hold a seminar on the life and
contributions of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel at UCLA
under the auspices of the Navin and Pratima Doshi
Chair. Prof. D.R. SarDesa1 expanded the thought into a
proposal to create a Sardar Patel Fellowship at UCLA
tor a Ph.D. student in history or political science ad-
dressing modern India, and thereby perpetuating the
memory of and thus a true tribute to Sardar Patel. After
much discussion, Vice Chancellor Kumar Patel suggested
to have an annual award in the name of Sardar to be
awarded at an annual event, for the best doctoral disser-
tation on any aspect of Modern India - social sciences,
humanites, education, or fine arts - from any U.S.
university. Such a prestigious Sardar Patel award would
appreciably raise the level of interest and initiate re-
search 1n Studies of India 1n the U.S. and thereby con-
tribute to a deeper and better understanding between
the two countries. 1t was estimated that an endowment
of $250,000 would be sufficient to generate an annual
income to confer an award of $10,000. The award could
be established in the History Department, in which the
Doshi Chair was housed. The members of the core group
were excited with this unique opportunity and thought
that the goal of fundraising was reachable. This idea
was then presented to UCLA by Prof. SarDesai and was
accepted by the Chair of the History Department Pro-
tessor Brenda Stevenson,

By D Vikram Kamdar

Dream Realized
n March of this vear,

grand cclebration of the inception of the Sardar
Patel Award at UCLA by showing the movie
‘Sardar’ followed by a banguet. October 31% 1999, the
124" birthday of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, was decided
for the program. The hral fundraising event at Gaylord
Restaurant on May 2 with Mr. Ukabhai Solanki as
the guest of honor became a grand success. Spirited
and moving speeches by Dinkar Shah, Naresh Patel,
Jayendrabhar Bhatt, Geeta Mchta, Amit Desar and 2
clear and articulate presentation of the concept by Dr.
D.R. SarDesai touched the hearts and minds of friends.
The generous contribution of Mr. Solanki triggered the
enthusiasm and over $100,000 was pledged. Thanks to
several tund raising events arranged by various com-
mittee members and individual efforts of many the tar-
get of $250,000 has almost been reached. During these
months a large number of Friends of Sardar Patel Award
have worked hard to raise the money and 1o organize
this event today. Qur special guest Mr. Rajmohan
Gandht has agreed to come from India to grace this
occasion. All through this process Mr., Lalchand Gaglani

it was decided to have a

has remained a guiding force, starting with a vision,
organization, coordination and perseverance. Prof. D.R.
SarDesai has been the brain and the backbone of the
entire project, Without his vision, knowledge, wisdom,
hard work, organizing capacity, and vast experience this
dream would not have been realized.

Vision of the Future

I his establishment of the Sardar Patel Award 15 a
humble attempt 1n line with several contribu-
tions made to centers of learning by the [ndian
American community. One such was recently imtated
by Navin & Pratima Dosht in Southern California by a
generous donation to UCLA. These are the inital bricks
for the India Center we would soon want to build at

UCLA.




The g:fumam'

his incident relates to Hazrat Nizamuddin

Awilia’s Dargah, a Muslim holy shrine 1n

Delhi1, which 1s well known throughout In-

dia. Many Muslims in Ahmedabad have been

followers of this Dargah. In the absence of its chief

administrator, the electricity bill was not paid for the

Dargah and, therefore, the electricity was turned off.
This news reached Ahmedabad in a few days.

The Muslim followers in Ahmedabad were very
disturbed by this occurrence and collected funds to pay
the bill and restore electricity to the Dargah in Delhi,
The task of taking the money and making the payment
was given to a young man, the author, Mr. Kureshi.

When I reached Delhi, I found that the Dargah
was well lit and that the electricity had already been
restored. Through investigation, I found that Sardar Patel
had also heard the news that the Dargah was without
electricity and had personally paid the electricity bill.
Moreover, he and his daughter, Manibehn had visited
and paid thetr respects to the famous shrine.

[ was deeply touched and moved by this hap-
pening. | wanted 10 meet with Sardar Patel personally
1o pay respects on bhehalf of all Muslim followers of
Hazrat Nizamuddin m Ahmedabad.

When Sardar’s P.A. told me that he had a busy
schedule and did not plan to meet anybody, | thought
of sending a note. I took a small piece of paper and
scribbled “Amin Kureshi of Ahmedabad” and pleaded
with Sardar’s P.A, “please send this to Sardar and if he
orders me to go, | will leave.” That piece of paper was
seiit to Sardar and promptly came the reply with Sardar’s
assistant, “Don’t let that gentleman go away, I will see
him m half an hour.” Both the P.A. & [ were surprised.

-By Amin Kureshi’

As soon as Sardar came out he scolded me: *Are

you an unwanted son of your parents or what? Why
have they sent you here amidst the atmosphere ot riots
in Delhi?”
When 1 told him about the purpose of his visit to Delh,
Sardar said: “Tell our friends in Ahmedabad that Sardar
is still in Dethi. T am here to worry and take care of
everybody’s problems.” Then all of a sudden I was
startled when Sardar asked, “Have you had something
to eat, young man? Oh! You must not have eaten. Just
wait here and after an hour we will go home together.”
Sardar took me home and we had dinner together. Sardar
then told me, “My man will be here soon with your
ticket to Ahmedabad. I will send 2 police escort with
vou to take train to Ahmedabad. The situation is very
bad in Delhi at present my son! No one will know 1f a
young lonely Muslim boy like you 1s butchered some-
where.”

After fifty years [ am still here and offering my
tribute to Sardar. Life and death are one’s destiny but
how can I forget 2 man who was so human in his con-
cern for others?

Translated from his article in the Gujarati newspaper,
Sandesh published on the 50" Anniversary of India’s
Indpendence in 1997,




Did you know that Sardar Patel appeared on the cover of TIME Magazine and formed the focus of the
cover story as early as January 1947, several months before India’s Independence? Sardar’s genius for organiza-
tion and public administration was very well-known throughout India. The TIME Magazine’s cover and cover
story underline his reputation overseas as one who had the umque ability to solve what appeared to be nascent
India’s intractable problems.

Sardar was at that time Minister for Home, Information, and Broadcasting 1n the “Intenim Govern-
ment” {September 2, 1946 - until the sub-continent’s partition on August 14-15, 1947) with Jawaharlal Nehru as
Vice-President of the Viceroy’s Executive Council.

Our profound thanks 1o TIME magazine and to Dr. Vandana SarDesar, who discovered the magazine
issue and made 1t available for us.




Government which took its good time to relieve dis-
tress. Patel initiated an unheard-of fund-raising drive
for the relief of the flood victims. Supplies were moved
into the flood areas by hundreds of volunteers wading
through waist-deep water, carrying boxes and sacks on
their heads. When lumber was required for construct-
ing small bridges or building houses, Patel arranged for
it all without making a single approach to the Govern-
ment. [t seemed a miracle to Indians when all the lum-
ber arrived on the scene in the needed sizes. By the time
the Bombay provincaal representatives got there, no
official assistance was needed.

Nothing like 1t had ever been seen before in India.
Here at last was organization by and for Indians.

S Now that India seems to
require miracles of organization if its Government is to
survive, [ndians recall Patel’s organizational masterpiece,
the Bardolh no-tax campaign ot 1928. Despite the fact
that crops had been bad for several years in the Bardoli
district, a 25% tax increase was ordered by the Govern-
ment assessors. This was precisely the opportunity
Gandhi had been waiting for to launch the first real
expernment 1n fmass civil disobedience.

Patel took charge. Dressed in simple dhoti and shirt,
he trudged from village to village, day after day, exhort-
ing the peasants at every stop to stand fast and pay no
taxes. “Some of you are afraid your land will be confis-
cated,” he said 1n one speech. *What 1s confiscation?
Wil they take away your lands to England?” Inn another
specch he set forth the principle that was to govern
every Congress struggle of the future: “Every home must
be a Congress office and every soul a Congress organi-
zauon.” Under Patel’s orders the peasants’ buffaloes,
which the Government might have taken, were brought
right into the peasants’ houses. No servants would work
for the Government collectors. Nobody would sell them
food or give them water. Some property was, of course,
confiscated and seld, but bidders were few. In all Bardol:
not one rupee was collected 1n direct taxes.

A stunned Government finally asked Gandhi for
terms. The upshot was a 6Y4%, not a 25% increase in
taxes. Patel emerged from Bardoli with a new and ex-
alted status. He received the unofficial title of “Sardar,”
meanng captain or leader, which he has carried ever
stnce,

11

: .. After Bardoli, Patel
became recognized as the Congress Party’s chief orga-

nizer and disciplinarian. He checked up on what
Gandhi’s followers ate, drank, and wore. He passed on
the party lists in provincial elections. He approved party-
sponsored legislation, and personally drafted much of
it. No detail was too unimportant or sordid for Boss
Patel. Recently he took charge of negotiations between
the Congress Party Ministry in Bombay and the West-
ern Indian Turf Association, which wanted to renew its
license for the Bombay racetrack. Patel, who has never
seen a horse race, knew what the traffic would bear. He
upped the license fee from half a million rupees to three
million.

Although he has handled milhions in party funds,
Patel has no personal love of money. With his daughter
Maniben, who acts as his secretary {she has accompa-

nied him on most of his sojourns in British prisons},

he now lives in a little suite in his son Dahyabhai’s
Bombay house. He eats hittle, drinks no alcobol, quit
smoking when he first went to jail. In recent vears he
has had serious stomach trouble. His only exercise 15 a
walk when he rnises, at 4:30 a.m. His only recreation 1s
bouncing a ball across the room to his grandchildren.
He has never seen a movie. He cares little about the
world outside s country. Of 300 books in his Bombay
library, every one 1s by an Indian, mostly about India....




What Sardar’s Contemporaries said
About Sardar

ne of the greatest joys of my life was that [ had

an opportunity of staying in prison with Sardar.
I knew his invincible courage and his burning love for
our country, but never had I the good fortune of spend-
ing so much time with him as [ was able 10 do during
these sixteen months, His affection and overwhelming
love reminded me of my mother. I would never have
imagined that he possessed such qualities of maternal
atfection. If [ was 1n the shightest degree indisposed he
would be immediately by iny side and pay personal at-
tention (o the slightest of my needs.

Gundbiyt some time after spending sixteen wmonths with
Sardar in Yeravada jail in 1932-33, gquoted in Kewal L.
Panjabi, The Indomitable Sardar, Bombay, 1977, p. 92

...It 15 a great story Jof his life] as all of us know, as the
whole country knows, and history will record it in many
pages and call him the builder and consolidator of the
New India...But perhaps to many of us here he will be
remembered as a great captain of our Forces in the
struggle for freedom and as one who gave us sound
advice i times of troubles as well as in moments of
victory, as a friend and colleague on whom one could
mvartably rely, as a tower of strength which revived
wavering hearts when we were 11 trouble. We shall re-
member him as a friend and a colleague and a comrade
above all; and, [ who have sat here on this bench side by
side with him for these several years, will feel rather
torlorn and a certain empiiness will steal upon me when
ook at this empty bench....

-—From Jawabarlal Nebru's Address to the Parliament on
Friday, December 15, 1950, the day of Sardar’s death

The Sardar ... had a mind which could grasp compli-
cared situations almost instantaneously. He could see
things straight and after he had once considered and
made up his mind on any matter, it was most difficult,
if not impossible, to dislodge him. This does not mean
that whenever one differed from him, one had to yield...
He was utterly fearless and would not hesitate to call a
spade a spade..... Behind a forbidding exterior, he had a

very soft heart. Those who bad the good fortune of
coming m close contact with him knew what an amoumnt
of milk of human kindness was flowing though his veins.
Like Mahatma Gandhi, he would look into the details
of every problem that came up before himn and he would
not be satisfied unless he had Pmbed the thing to its
depth....His success was due to his power of organiza-
fion, attention to details - which are often neglected —
confidence in the people whom he mspired and led,
and their unflinching confidence 1n him, his utier self-
lessness and fearlessness; and, above all, his courage and
determination which never wavered ¢ven in the mosi
adverse circumstances.

— Rajendra Prasad, First President of India

Vallabhbhai was a dutiful son, a kind and loving brother,
a generous friend and a kind parent. He was soft and
tolerant to a degree which very few know. His appear-
ance, demeanor and paucity of words earned him the
nickname, “The Iron Man of India.” This was only par-
tially true. So far as the interests of the country, the self-
respect of the Nation, loyalty to Bapu and the Congress
were concerned, he was an tron man; he would not com-
promise these with anybody or allow the opponent any
quarters, But essentially in his outlook and relations
with humanity, he was soft as butter all through his
life.

~ GV Mawlankar, First Speaker, Indian Parliament

Sardar Vallabhbhai became the Sardar of the people,
because he never abandoned courage even amidst mighti-
est storms and perilous situations. He was indeed a most
gallant horseman of Gandhiji’s Non-Violent Army,
Never did he waver or flinch from duty. To my mind,
the two most cutstanding achievements of Sardar will
ever remain enshrined in the annals of Indian History.
They are: his Satyagraha of Bardoli {1928}, and his mar-
velous work for the unification of the country.

— Vinoba Bhave, Foremost Disciple of Mabatma Gandbi



Sometimes a companson 1s made between Sardar Patel
and Bismarck, the creator of German unity. The com-
parison is inept and inaccurate. Germany...was an ag-
glomeration of numerous states..and they had to be
suppressed by a policy of “Blood and Iron.” Bismarck
had 1o fight three wars to accomplish unity; India es-
caped such a catastrophe owing to the skill of her states-
man, Sardar Patel, and the patriotism of her princes.
India’s problem was of a vaster magnitude; the German
problem pales into insignificance before it.

— Ishwart Prasad, Eminent Historian

In welding together the Indian states into the Indian
Union, Sardar Patel had, within the shortest span of a
year or two, covered the track of centuries and accom-
plished what even Ashoka and Akbar had attempted
and failed.

- Allad: Krishnaswami Ayyar,
Member Constituent Assembly

Courageous, resourceful, powerful in his preferences and
prejudices, realist to his fingertips, he [Sardar] built the
edifice of India’s strength and stability stone by
stone....But behind this power and strength was a
peasant’s stimplicity which nothing would corrupt, the
loyalty to those to whom he gave his affection; and an
untamable spirit...dedicated to the cause of the Mother-
land.

- Kanbhamyalal (KM.) Munshi, Eminent lawoyer-jurist, an-
thor, statesman, and founder, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan

The great Emperor Samudragupta was styled
“Sarvarajochcheta” - the uprooter of Kings. Parshurama,
the mcarnation of Vishnu, was distinguished for hav-
ing destroyed kings, but no one knows whether the Kings
he destroyed prayed for the long life of their destroyer.
[n the case of Sardar Patel, however, every ruler so up-
rooted praved for the destroyer’s long life.

KM, Munshi

..Sardar had that sixth sense of spotting the right man
for the right job and then totally relying on him to
deliver the goods. This paid rich dividends in adminis-
trative efficiency. Nobody who worked under Sardar
sutfered for want of confidence. Sardar gave confidence
in the fullest measure and got in return unflinching
loyalty 1n an equally good measure....

There were a good number of political proph-
ets who believed that the liquidation of 556 and odd
Princely States would be a task so stupendous that it
would take a few years before India was consolidated as
a single nation under one flag. Sardar almost performed
a miracle in getting all these states to agree to his pro-
posals. This could not have been achieved merely by
getting tough and applying stern measures. Sardar’s
supposed toughness was happily blended with a sense
of humour which was so infectious that everybody
around him was almost mesmerized by it...

Although he deprived the Princely States of
many of their rights and privileges yet [ have hardly
come across a prince who has anything but love and
reverence for Sardar. They all said and even say today
that he was a man of his word and he could get things
by persuasion rather than by coercion.

—SK Patil, President, Bombay Pradesh Congress Commitiece
and Central Government Cabinet Minister, India

What Sardar Patel did 1o unify India by mtegrating the
Princely States 1in the Indian Union ts an achievement
without parallel 11 India’s history, and with few paral-
lels 1n the history of other countries. Its uniqueness lies
in 1is wholly pacific character, for not a shot was fired
to effect the change, of which the importance to the
strength and prosperity of India 1s truly incalculable.
What vision, what combination of patience, persuasion
and persistence went mto the creation of this new
unity...That fulfillment...will be a worthy monument
to what, in the perspective of history will, perhaps, stand
out as his greatest service to the new India.

—Giryja Shankar Bajpai, First Secretary-General, Ministry
of External Affairs, & Ambassador of India to the US
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“Work is undoubtedly worship but laughter 1s life.”
—Sardar Patel

I do not believe in any caste or community. The whole of India 1s my village aud men of all communities are my
friends and relations...All are children of the same God. After a man dies, does anyone ask if the corpse is that ot a

Brahman or 2 Chamar?
— Sardar Patel quoted in Narahari Partkh, Patel If p.456

On WWII. ..
The battles of today...take place in the skies. Wars take place under water. Both sides are robbers. Both are fighting n
the name of God. Both claim to worship Christ. Both call themselves civilized and claim to preach to uncivilized
people...,
When such a devastating war is going on in the world, only one person [Gandhi] keeps his teet solidiy on the
ground and says that those who fight with the sword will be destroyed by the sword.”
—Sardar Patel guoted in Narabari Parikh, Patel, Il p455

August 1, 1942, a2 week before Gandhiji’s call to “Quit India”

The Congress has been charged with stabbing Britain in the back. It is really a question of pushing them off
our chest.

For the people of a country which wishes to be independent there can be only one burning desire: 1o drive
out their present rulers and to do everything possible to prevent others from taking their place.

This struggle will be all-embracing...Congress will welcome non-payment of taxes, avil disobedience, and
such direct actions as will obstruct the government.

Let the ratlwaymen refuse to work on behalf of the railways. Let the post and telegraph men go on strike. Let
government servants give up their service. Let teachers and students keep away from schools and thus cooperate in
bringing to a standsull the entire administrative machinery.

If there is your wholehearted support, the struggle will be over and won in a matter of days. The Briush will
have to quit.

- Sardar Patel guoted in Rajimoban Gandbi, Patel, A Life p. 314
[A week later, on Aug 9, Gandhiji asked the British to quit India. Activities all over the country came to a standstill]

In response to Sir Samuel Hoare’s, (Secretary of State for the Dominions), statement in the House of Commons
questioning India’s fitness for independence, Sardar said in Oct 1940

*If you lose the war, you will have lost everything, and even if you win, you will have suffered so heavily that your
victory will be an empty one. At the end of the war, 1 declare no natton will remain subject to another. A great
revolution is going to sweep the people everywhere. We shall see a new world emerge out of the fiery ordeal of this
war.”

—quoted in DurgaDas, Sardar Patel’s Correspondence,

194550, Vol X, Abmedabad, Nawjivan, 1974, p. xxv.



On October 9, 1947, Sardar went with Mantbehn to Pataudi, in the district of Gurgaon, because the Nawab of
Bhopal, whose daughter Sajida was married to the Nawab of Pataudi, was anxious about the couple’s safety. After
embracing the ruler of Pataudi, Sardar asked him whether he wished to come to Delhi. The Nawab said that his place
was with his people. His Begum said that her place was with her husband. Thereupon Sardar sent for the leading
Hindus from the neighboring villages and “pledged them to the security and safety of the family and the Muslims
there.” Returning to Delhi, he wired Nawab Hamidullah in Bhopal: “Situation well in hand. You need have no

e

On October 11, 1947, Sardar Patel took an ill and coughing Gandhi to a meeting organized by Delhi’s Gujarats,
who wanted to donate money for the Mahatma’s Harijan fund. Asked to speak at the meeting, Sardar protested: “He
is to receive the purse and [ am to do the speaking - that is most unfair.” “See,” he went on, “how quickly the old man
has recovered to relieve you of your money.” “The Sardar will not miss a laugh even at the foot of the gallows,”

Gandh: exclaimed.

On Sardar Patel asking Mahadev Desai, Gandhit’s companton and secretary, to send a cake of soap and his
shaving things, the jail superintendent butted in: “No razor allowed, but we shall alfow all facilities for a shave.

“I know what kind of a shave you will give me,” retorted Patel. The jailor, who was the superintendent’s subor-
dinate, courageously proposed a compromise. “In this case, sir,” he said, addressing his superior, “a razor might be
allowed, provided he does not keep it in his possession. We shall give it to him when he wants 1t.” “But why not give
me a razor and allow me to shave the others?” said Sardar.’? I will then have work to my credit.” As Mahadev put 1t,
“even the little parts of that inhuman machinery called the jail department could not help creaking with laughter.”
Recovering his dignity, the jaillor pointed out to Sardar, “You may have your soap but it should not be scented socap.”

S

Patel declined to say anything before a court to which he was brought but the loquacious Malaviya began “a
discourse and disquisition.” A tired Sardar interrupted him, saying “Kya bhains ke paas Bhaagavat padhte hain?” -
“Does one read the Bhagavat to a buffalo?” “What was that?” the European judge asked. I was telling him,” Sardar
Patel said with a straight face, “that the lathi charge had been ordered by the Home Member who was watching the

e

Sardar Patel to Gandhiji: “In today’s Bombay Chronicle it 1s stated that the Government has decided not to
release prisoners until 1935, and that Gandhiji would be kept 1n jail for at least 3 years. Gandhiji: “Look was | not
saying that [ would be in jail for five years?” Sardar: “You are behaving like the thick- skinned person who was 1old
that a babul tree was growing on his back! ! { He replied, "Excellent, 1t will now give me shade.”

D&

“Sardar Vallabhbhai is with me. His jokes make me laugh untii I can laugh no more, not once but several times
a day.” So wrote the Mahatma to Srinivasa Sastri, after the latter had inquired whether solitude did not lead to

Dol

One morning, over breakfast, Shantilal Shah told Sardar Patel about a caller who was threatening to go
home and kill himself if dented a ticket to run in an election race. Handing Shah a knife, the Sardar said: "Tell him
he doesn’t need to go home. He can kill himself with this here.” Later in the day Sardar said to Shah, “No one
wanting to take his life asks for permission.”

- b
anxiety.

procession from the VT terrace.”

depression.
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Whenever Vallabhbhai Patel visited Bardoli, thou-
sands of people, mostly farmers, came from many vil-
lages in the district to hear him. Normally, food for
out-of-town people was arranged by the Bardoli Ashram
or other associated institutions in Bardoli.

During one such visit, Vallabhbhai observed that
the people had brought their own food. After talking
with the villagers, he learned that the Bardoli Ashram,
as well as other institutions, were prohib- i
ited by law to feed more than 50 people
at any one time because of a food short-
age. This law was made at the time when
B.G. Kher was Chief Minister and
Morarji Desai was Home Minister of the
then province of Bombay.

Vallabhbhai was very annoyed when
he learned of this law and immediately
called Mr. Kher and Mr. Desai and in-
formed them that he planned to person- §&
ally supervise the cooking and feeding of &=
all the people who were assembled. He
further informed them that the shortage
was not the fault of the farmers, but was
due to poor administration and distri-
bution practices by the state. This law was
impractical and inappropriate and must be repealed.
The people in the administration should understand
the situation before enacting such type of law. Shortly
after that, the law was repealed.

During the Bardoli satyagraha, Vithalbhai L. Patel,
my cousin, joined the movement and was one of the
volunteers who performed many different duties. As
part of Gandhiji’s social reform movement, one of their
tasks was the cutting of Khajuri date palm trees. The
juice of these trees was used in the production of alco-
hol (toddy).

During the tree-cutting exercise, a tree fell on
Vithalbhai and killed him. Sardar Patel heard of this
tragic incident and attended Vithalbhai’s cremation
along with Rajendra Babu, Maulana Azad and Morarji
Desai. After the cremation, Sardar consoled Vithalbhai's
mother by telling her that her son had achieved “virgati”
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By Dahyabhai Vanmali Patel

- he had become a true martyr and would be remem-
bered for a long time.

Sardar Vallabhbhai was a kind, warm and compas-
sionate human being who made it a point to get to
know most of the volunteers - which was a rare quality
in the life of a busy leader.

HRCTRERT 3

During the Bardoli satyagraha, a meeting was called

by Sardar Vallabhbhai at a small village
| in Bhuvasham, about 5-6 miles from
& Bardoli. As it was common in those days,
| hundreds of people came to attend the
& meeting,
E Just before the meeting, it began to
& rain and the crowd began to disperse.
B Vallabhbhai got up on the stage and be-
gan his speech. He asked the people to
remain where they were. He used the dis-
comfort caused by rain to make a point.
* He asked the crowd how they were going
to gain independence if even a little rain
was a problem to them. He told them
that they had a long way to go and they
would encounter many real difficulties
that must be overcome.

He then led a prayer for a few minutes
asking nature to cooperate with them in this great cause.
As it happened, the rain did stop. The people were re-
ally touched by this event.

Vallabhbhai had a remarkable ability to touch and
motivate the people to overcome the difficulties that
got in their way.

[Dahyabhai Vanmali Patel, a Freedom Fighter
(Swatantrya Senani) was born in 1918 in a village near
Bardoli, the site of Sardar’s satyagraha. He met Gandhij,
Sardar Patel, and other prominent leaders of the Na-
tionalist Movement. Arrested for Vani Swatantrya Move-
ment in 194041, the youngest person jailed for 6 months
in Sabarmati and Yeravada jails; spent 16 months in jail
again for participation in the Quit India Movement in
1942; served as a volunteer in the Bardoli Ashram work-
ing closely with Sardar Patel; participated with Maniben,
his wife for over 60 years, in numerous rural and social
welfare projects; Dahyabhai and Maniben live currently
in Northridge, California.]
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Sandar Nallabhbhai “Patel

In the words of Jawaharlal
Nehru, “History will record
many things about Sardar
Patel in its pages and will call
him the Builder and Con-
solidator of new India...”
Jhaverbhai Patel occupies a
prominent place among the
heroic men and women who
worked for India’s freedom
and helped not only to achieve it, but also to consoli-
date it. Although he came to public life relatively young,
in his early forties, his thirty-three years of work in the
cause of the nation are full of splendid achievements.
Along with Gandhiji, Jawaharlal Nehru and other lead-
ers, he dominated the politics of the country during
the crucial thirty years from 1920 to 1950. He was not
only a great leader of the masses but also a far-seeing
statesman end able administrator who handled with con-
summate mastery and finesse the complex problems
facing the new Government.

Vallabhbhat Patel was born on Oct. 31, 1875 at
Nadiad in the Kheda district of Gujarat. He was a self-
made man who had worked with his father in the fields
till he was seventeen. In 1893, when only 18, he married
Zaverbai. In 1909 when he was about 34 years old, his
wife died after an operation in a Bombay hospital. He
never married again. In 1910, he went to England to

study for the Bar-at-Law and was admitted to the fa-
mous Middle 'Iemple Inn. He passed his final Bar-at-
Law examination with first position and distinction for
which he was awarded a cash prize of £50.

About this time, Gandhiji became the President of
the Gujarat Sabha which held its first Political Confer-
ence at Godhra in November. Vallabhbhai's political
career had a modest beginning. The first campaign or-
ganized jointly by Gandhij and Patel was the
Kheda Satyagraha from March to June 1918, in which
though the victory was not decisive, the sturdy peas-
antry of Vallabhbhai’s home district learnt the lesson
of fearlessness.

The non-cooperation movement which Gandhij
launched on August 1, 1920 was a novel experiment in

For Private & Fle?sonal Use Only

By Minal Mehta

human history. Vallabhbhai, however. gave his whole-
hearted support to Gandhiji’s program; and even be
fore the special session of the Congress was held at
Calcutta in September, he used his influence with the
provincial leaders at the Gujarat Political Conference
in August. 1920 to persuade them to commit them-
selves to Gandhiji’s program and to recommend its adop-
tion by the Congress. Though the movement failed in
its political objective, Vallabhbhai’s work made a deep
impact by changing the climate of opinion in Gujarat
and eliminating from it the influence of old style mod-
erate politicians.

Later in 1928, came the impressive Bardoli
Satyagraha. The epic struggle of Bardoli which consti-
tutes one of the most glorious chapters in the history
of India’s struggle for freedom, brought out in bold
relief the basic traits of Vallabhbhai’s personality—an
indomitable will and perseverance, a fine sense of strat-
egy end calculation complete identification with the es-
poused cause, total disregard of sentimentalism, an iron
discipline imposed upon himself and those working
with him and selflessness to the point of self-denial.
Bardoli in fact, was an unique personal triumph for
Vallabhbhai. It was in acknowledgement of the efficiency
with which he conducted the movement that he was
acclaimed as the ‘Sardar’, the leader, a title by which he
came to be known to the nation ever since.

The Sardar is to many a
hero and is often referred to
as an “iron Man”

After being released from jail, Gandhiji spoke of
the tender feelings Sardar showed towards him: “...1 was

well aware of his matchless bravery...if the slightest thing
happened to me, he would be out of his bed. He super-
intended every detail in connection with my comforts.”

The finest hour in the life of Sardar Patel came when
he dealt with the incorporation of over 560 princely
states in the Indian Union. Lord Mountbatten, who
had frequently discussed this subject with him has writ-
ten: “There is no doubt that the high-minded states-
manship which Vallabhbhai Patel displayed through-
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out these very difficult negotiations made it possible to
find a solution.” All the princes had entered 1nto agree-
ment with the paramount power end all were jealous of
their rights and privileges. To persuade such a motly
crowd to come to terms with the new India was a
Herculean task. Sardar Patel appealed to their sense of
patriotism and said: “We are at a momentous stage in
the history of India. By common endeavor we can raise
the country to a new greatness while lack of unity will
espouse us to fresh calamities. I hope the Indian States
will be aware that anarchy and chaos will overwhelm
great and small in a

common ruin if we are unable to act together in the
minimum of common tasks.

UN Dhebar in a commemorative lecture on Sardar
Patel on September 5, 1975 said: “His contribution is
oftentimes compared to that of Bismarck of Germany.
If one goes, however, into the history of Germany as
related by H.G. Wells, one would understand the great
difference between the two. First the integration of states
that took place in India was on a much vaster scale.
Secondly, 1t had to be worked out in much greater depth
in India. Thirdly, there were quantitative differences in
the process adopted in the two countries.”

Sardar Patel is remembered for his heroism and cour-
age in accomplishing an indomitable task—that of uni-
fying and creating a strong nation from a divided, im-
poverished country. He was a unique visionary who saw
in India and its people a unique sense of individuality,
vet recognized that without unity the strength of its
people would not exist.

The Sardar is to many a hero and 1s often referred
to as an “Iron Man”. However, being born in America,
I and having grown up here, it is difficult for me to
reconcile this image. Having only learned about Sardar
Patel recently, I have come to realize how important his
contributions were to India and to the state of Gujarat
in particular. I have renewed pride in the heritage and
history of Gujarat and India. I also have new hope that
other leaders like Sardar Patel will bring India to a path
of greatness and prosperity. While at this time, India is
enduring many changes and the people are experienc-
ing turmoil, I now have more faith that others will fol-
low in the footsteps of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel and
other leaders like him, such that this turbulent time
will soon come to an end.
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Sardar’'s Leadership

By Sarita Vasa

As I am learning about leadership,
I find myself asking many ques-
tions. I constantly wonder, what
kind of leadership will be the
most effective? What kind of lead-
ership will create a structure that
is self-sustainable? Which kind
of leadership will touch the most
people? [ was surprised to see that
many of the answers to my ques-
tions about leadership can be answered through the
actions of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel.

Through Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel’s life, | am able
to see how some of the best leaders are invisible, I find
myself shocked by how much he did, and how little
people know about him.

[t is amazing to me that Sardar Patel is responsible
for bringing 565 princely states into the Indian Union,
leading to the creation of modern India. I can’t even
begin to imagine the time, dedication and talent that
such a task must have taken. And, I also cannot imag-
ine what the fate of India would be without the contri-
butions of Sardar Patel.

It makes me proud to know that in Sardar Patel’s
honor, an award is being created at UCLA for the best
doctoral dissertation on Modern India. As a UCLA
Alum, [ am excited to come from a school that is dedi-
cating time, energy and resources into a worthwhile ac-
tivity. It is expected that this kind of award will initiate
change upon how India is viewed in the United States,
and how policy towards India is formulated. And, ulti-
mately, each of these dissertations will create the frame-
work for activism, which was the trademark of Sardar
Patel’s work.

www.jainelibrary.org



Below are specimens of Sardar’s writing 1n Gujarati and English. The one in Gujarati dated May 29, 1933 was
addressed to Gandhiji from Yeravada Central Prison when Gandhiji broke his fast. The letter was censored by the
jail authorities. The letter in English dated November 8, 1933 was written to Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru from Nasik
Central Prison to which Sardar was “transferred” from Yeravada Prison

-Editor
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Oct 31, 1875
1893

1897

1900

1902

April 1904
1505

Nov 1905
Jan 11, 1909

July 1910
1912

Jan 1913
Feb 13, 1913
March 1914
1915

1917

Nov 1917
19138

1920

1921
1922-23
1922

1923
1927

1928

/B
&

Sandar Vallabhbhai Patel
A Chronology

Born in Nadiad, Kheda District, Gujarat, fourth son of Jhaverbhat Patel, a farmer of
Karamsad and Ladbai Patel; primary schooling up to English Third standard at Karamsad
Married to Jhaverba of Gana, a village 3 miles from Karamsad

Passed matriculation exam 1n Nadiad

Passed the District Pleader’s Examination; practices in Godhra; contracts bubonic plaguc
from a court official whom he nursed during an epidemic in Godhra

Shifted legal practice to Borsad, made a2 name as a criminal lfawyer

Daughter Mani (later known as Manibehn) born

Saved enough money to go to England to become a barrister but gave it

away to his elder brother Vitthalbhai who wished to become barrister first

Son Dahya born

Wife Jhaverba dies after a surgical operation in Bombay

Vallabhbhat leaves for England, admitted to Middle Temple

Took final examination after 6™ term instead of the usual 12, ranked first in first class;
won a prize of fifty pounds, left for India the day after the exam; brother Vitthalbhai
elected as member of the Bombay Council

Vallabhbhai becomes Barrister (Bar-at-Law) of Middle Temple Inn

Returns to India; practices in Ahmedabad; becomes the foremost criminal lawyer
Jhaverbhai, Vallabhbhai's father, dies at the age of 85

Member, Gujarat Sabha, which was converted into Gujarat Provincial Congress Committee
in 1919; Secretary, Gujarat Provincial Conference of which Mahatma Gandhi was the
President.

Elected councilor of Ahmedabad Municipality; Chairman, Sanitary and Public Works
Committee

First direct contact with Mahatma Gandhs

Organized famine relief in Ahmedabad district; established a temporary hospital in
Ahmedabad with 2 grant from Municipal Board to Gujarat Sabha to combat severe intlu-
enza of epidemic; successfully led “No-Tax™ agitation against land revenue recovered by
Government from drought affected Kheda district farmers
vDiscards western dress and adopts khadi, dhoti, kurta and chappatls; burnt all his foreign
clothes; won all open seats in the Ahmedabad Municipal elections, collected one million
rupees for the Tilak Swaraj Fund and enrolled 300, 000 members for Indian National
Congress from Gujarat; decides with Gandhi to establish Gujarat Vidyapeeth

Chairman, Reception Committee, Indian National Congress, 36™ session, Ahmedabad;
First Chairman, Gujarat Regional Congress Committee

Satyagraha at Borsad, Gujarat - Against the Governments, “Haidiya” punitive tax imposed
on the entire population of Borsad Taluka. Gandhi calls Vallabhbhai “King of Borsad”
Leads Nagpur National Flag Agitation; collected one million rupees in Rangoon for
Gujarat Vidyapeeth

Elected President of Ahmedabad Municipality

Unprecedented floods in Gujarat, Vallabhbhai obtained one crore (10 million) rupees from
the Government for famine relief

Resigned from the Presidency of Ahmedabad Municipality; presides over the Kathiawad
Political Conference at Morbi

21



1928-29

1929
March 7, 1930

June 26, 1930

July 31, 1930

Dec 12, 1930

1931

Aug 1931

Oct 22, 1933

Jan 1932 - Jul 1934

1934
1935-1942

Nov 18, 1940

Aug 1941
August 1942

June 15, 1945
S(’pl 2. 1946

April 4, 1947
fune 25, 1947

Aug 15, 1947

Nov 13, 1947
1948

Feb 15, 1948

April 7, 1948

Apnl 22, 1948

Sep 13-16, 1948
Feb 26, 1949

Oct 7-Nov 15, 1949

Dec 15, 1950
1991

Leads the Bardoli No-Tax Campaign Satyagraha in Kheda District; Vallabhbhai called
“Sardar” by the peasants. Calcutta session of the Indian National Congress endorses

the title

Presided over Maharashtra Political Conference; tours Maharashtra

Arrested for canvassing Gandhi’s salt Satyagraha; Lodged in Sabarmati jail, Ahmedabad.
Went on hunger strike in jail requesting C class diet instead of A class provided to him
because of his high status. Request granted!

Released

Rearrested in Bombay and sent to Yeravada jail for 3 months

Rearrested and sentenced to 9 months imprisonment

Presides over Indian National Congress, 46" session, Karachi.

Joins Gandhi in talks with Viceroy Lord Irwin in Simla

Brother Vitthalbhai dies in a clinic near Geneva while Sardar was in prison (see below)
Arrested during the Civil Disobedience Movement and jailed 1u Yeravada Prison along
with Mahatma Gandhij; later joined by Mahadev Desai from Nasik jail. Daughter
Manibehn and Kasturba Gandhi also jailed but for shorter periods.

Released on grounds of health - serious nose trouble.

Chairman, Congress Parliamentary Board; supervises Congress’” ministries in eight prov-
inces, 1937-1939; 1n charge of selection of candidates tor elections

Arrested under Defence of India Act for participation in Satyagraha launched by Gandhi
to press Great Britain for a commitment on India’s [ndependence

Released from prison following a severe intestinal ailment

Arrested for participation 1n Quit India Movement; jailed in Ahmednagar Fort along with
Nehru, Azad, and other prominent leaders; shifted to Yeravada prison 1 early 1945
Released from prison to participate in Simla Talks

Sardar jorns the “Interim Government,” as Mimister {for Home, Information, and Broad-
casting (headed by Nehru as Vice-President of the Viceroy's Executive Council)
Inaugurates the Vitthalbhbhai Patel Muaha Vidyalaya at Vallabh Vidyvanagar
Government of India deades to establish a Department of (Princely} States under Sardar
Patel

Sardar joins Independent India’s Cabinet as Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for
Home, States, Information and Broadcasting

Visits Somnath Patan and decides 1o renovate the Somnath Mahadev Temple

“Doctor of Laws™ degree conferred on Sardar by Nagpur, Banaras and Allahabad Universi-
ties on Nov 3, 25, and 27 respectively

Inaugurates Rajya Sangh of Bhavnagar

Inaugurates Rajasthan Sangh

Agreements to constitute Madhya/Bharat Sangh

“Police Action” in Hyderabad

“Doctor of Laws” degree conferred on Sardar by Osmania University

Served as Acting Prime Minister of India during Nehru's visit to the US., UK,

and Canada

Sardar Patel dies in Bombay; cremated in Bombay :

“Bharat Ratna,” the highest Indian national award, conferred posthumously on Sardar
Patel. The award was accepted by Sardar’s grandson, Vipinbhai Patel.
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Vallabhbhai as schoolboy
at Nadiad (Gujarat)

Vallabhbhai’s mother Ladbai

The two brothers, Vithalbhai and
Vallabhbhai (right), as Barristers-at-Law

on the latter’s return from England, 1913
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House in Karamsad (Gujarat) where Vallabhbhai Patel lived as a child

Vithalbhai and Vallabhbhai (right)

Jain Education International

For Private & PefSohal Use Only

www.jainelibrary.org



Jain Education International

Ladbai with her five sons, 1927 (From left to right): Vithalbhai, Somabhai,
Kashibhai (standing), Narsinhabhai and Vallabhbhai.

With Gandhiji at a public meeting, 1927
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With Bhulabhai Desai, November 14, 1931.
Bhulabhai presented the case of the peasants. Standing
behind Sardar Patel is his daughter Maniben Patel

In 1923 during the Nagpur flag satyagraha
and the Borsad satyagraha against punitive
police tax.

With Gandhiji at Borsad
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Jawaharlal Nehru and Sardar Patel being taken out in a procession in Ahmedabad, 1930
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In a group of national leaders, 1931, seated between Dr. M.A. Ansari and Jawaharlal Nehru
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With Dr. Rajendra Prasad (left) and
Jamnalal Bajaj at Wardha, August 8, 1939
(Dr. Rajendra Prasad 1* President of India,
Bajaj a Prominent Industrialist)

With Gandhiji and Dr. Rajendra Prasad (left) at the Delhi Railway Station, 1940
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With Gandhiji
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The Triumvirate—Gandhiji, Jawaharlal Nehru and Sardar Patel—in intimate conversation at the All

India Congress Committee meeting in Bombay, July 1946. Following the discussions, the Congress
agreed to participate in the formation of an Interim Government.
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Members of the Interim Government after assuming office on September 2, 1946 (From left to
right): Sarat Chandra Bose, Jagjivan Ram, Dr. Rajendra Prasad, Vallabhbhai Patel, Asaf Ali, Jawaharlal
Nehru and Syed Ali Zaheer

Jawaharlal Nehru, Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan, Sardar Patel, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad and
Gandhiji at the All India Congress Committee meeting, Delhi, June 1947
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With Gandhiji during the Simla Conference, July 1945

Leaving the Viceregal Lodge in Simla after discussions, May 1946
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With Lord Pethick-Lawrence (extreme Left) who led the Cabinet Mission, Simla, May 1946

With Acharya Kripalani,
Congress President, 1946
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Being sworn in as a member of the Union Cabinet on August 15, 1947 by Lord Mountbatten, Gover-
nor General. Also seen are Lady Mountbatten, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad and Baldev Singh (right);
and Dr. Rajendra Prasad, Jawaharlal Nehru and the Chief Justice of India, H.J. Kania (left).

Jain Education International For Private & Persaorgl Use Only www.jainelibrary.org



At a press conference in New Delhi, reviewing constitutional progress of the Indian states, January 29, 1948
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Arriving to inaugurate the Saurashtra Constituent Assembly at Rajkot, January 24, 1949

With peasants at Chittor, January 1949

Jain Education International For Private & Personal Use Only www.jainelibrary.org



At the inauguration of the Greater Rajasthan Union, Jaipur, March 30, 1949
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Broadcasting to the nation, March 14, 1949
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Signing the Constitution of India, January 24, 1950

With Dr. Rajendra Prasad and Maulana Abul Kalam Azad
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With Jawaharlal Nehru and Indira Gandhi
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In a garden
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At rest (December 15, 1950, Bombay)

“....By many of us here he will be remembered as a great captain of our forces in the struggle for

freedom, and as one who gave us sound advice in times of trouble as well as in moments of victory....”
-Jawaharlal Nehru
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Memorial in Karamsad: Statue of
the two Brothers.

"The great Emperor Samudragupta was styled
“Sarvarajochchheta - the uprooter of kings.
Parshurama, the incarnation of Vishnu, was distin-
guished for having destroyed kings, but no one knows
whether the kings he destroyed prayed for the long
life of their destroyer. In the case of Sardar Patel,
however every ruler so uprooted prayed for the
destroyer’s long life.”

- Kanaiyalal Munshi.
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The Sandar

With what pale lilies, with what roses red,

Shall we do him honour, the man who is now dead?
How shall we speak his eulogy, how shall his praise be sung,
Who scorned all flowery eloquence, so alien to his tongue?

Words are less than useless, he prized the iron act,
Which wrong what others dreamed and planned into iron fact!
A man among men he walked with forthright heart and soul,
He saw the light shine steadily and swerved not from his goal,
A peasant out of Gujarat, a man sprung from the soil,
He hammered out a nation with iron will and toil!
He claimed no special virtue, he asked no special right,
He sought nor gave quarter when he fought his fight,

He walked with kings and commoners with head held high,
He looked at saints and sinners with keen and level eye,
Witness all Ye friends and foes, witness near and far,
Witness Vallabhbhai Patel whom men called the Sardar,
Others taught us virtue, alone he taught us strength,

He needs no grave bronze nor stone, this is his monument,
A peasant son of Gujarat, a man sprung from the soil,
He hammered out a nation with iron will and toil!

— Scorpio’

5\

'‘Reproduced From Kewal L. Panjabi, The Indomitable Sardar, BombBay, 1977, p.246.
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