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Acaranga-Bhasyam
— Acarya Mahaprajfia

Chapter-I

Comprehension and Abandonment of Weapon of Injury

Section-6

1. 118 se bemi— samtime tasa pana, tamjaha —amdaya poyaya
Jarauyd rasayd samseyaya sammucchima ubbhiyad ovavaiya.

Thus I Say: -
There are mobile beings such as those born

1. Outofeggs
2. Out of foetus (born complete)
3. Out of foetus with amnion (or the chorion, an

enveloping membrane)

4. Out of fluids
5. Outofsweat
6. By coagulation
7. By sprouting from the earth
8. Spontaneously
Bhasyam Stitra 118

In the present siitra, the forms of mobile beings are brought
together. The mobile creatures are of three types, namely —

(a) born of coagulation (invertebrate)
(b) born of womb (vertebrate) and
(c) bornspontaneously (and accomplished).
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Coagulation means birth without being foetus in the womb. In such
birth, the body is made of food accepted from nature. Among those born
of coagulation are those who are born out of fluid, born out of sweat, and
born by sprouting from the earth.

Creatures born of womb: Creatures born in placenta (viviparous).
They include the creatures born out of egg (oviparous), born out of foetus,
and born out of foetus with amnion.

Spontaneous: Those born with a protean body. The beings that have
protean body are called spontaneously born. They are the denizens of
heaven and hell.

1.119 esasamsdretti pavuccati.
1. 120 mamdassa aviydnao.

(119,120) The world of mobile beings is known as the world of
motion even to the dullard and the ignorant person.

Bhisyam Siatras 119,120

Itis only the mobile beings that can move and therefore the world
comprising them is called the world of motion, samsara.

The dullard and the ignorant are well acquainted with this samsaraas
they have no doubt about it. But they are quite ignorant of the subtle
world of one-sensed beings as a part of samsara. They do not know about
the pleasure and pain in the world of immobile beings which is too subtle
to be believed by them.

1.121 nijjhaitta padilehitta patteyam parinivvanam.

1.22 savvesim pananam savvesim bhdyanam savvesim jivanam
savvesim sattanam assdyam aparinivvanam mahabbhayam
dukkham ti bemi.

(121,122) Deeply reflecting and observing thathappinessis
dear to all, (and so) to all mobile beings, immobile beings,
souls and living substances, unhappiness is unpleasant,
dreadful and painful. Thus I say.
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Bhasyam Stitras 121,122

Happiness is bliss. The words pleasure, delight, fearlessness and
happiness are mentioned as synonyms in the Ciirni (p.36). The happiness
is dear to each creature. Deeply reflecting (i.e., properly pondering) and
deeply observing (i.e., rightly considering) this, one should desist from
violence. On the other hand deeply reflecting (i.e., properly pondering)
and deeply observing (i.e., rightly considering) that unhappiness is
unpleasant, one should desist from violence.

Unpleasant, unhappiness, dreadful and painful are given as synonyms
in the Sttra itself.

Mobiles: The word pranarefers to the aspect of inhaling and exhaling
which are evident in mobile beings.

Immobiles : The word bhiitarefers to existence throu gh past, present
and future, their respiration being not evident.

Souls: Soulhood and life-span characterize the soul (jiva).

Living substances: The word satfvah stands for existence. Their
existence is characterized by their good and bad karma.'

1. 123 tasamti pana padisodisasu ya.
The mobile beings, being frightened, wander in all directions,
cardinal and intermediate, overwhelmed by distress.
Bhasyam Stitra 123

The beings that have the consciousness of movement to and fro are
mobile beings. Moreover, they are in distress being afraid, worked,
shrivelled and frightened. They flee from one place to another. Hence
they are called mobile.’

The purport of the siitra is that the mobile beings flee in all directions,
cardinal and intermediate, out of fear. In the Ciirni the example of silk-
worm is given. The silk-worm makes sheath out of fear to protect itself.

1. 124 ftattha-tattha pudho pasa, aurd paritivemti.

Look, passionate people, at different places, are torturing the
mobile creatures.
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1.125

samti pana pudho siya.

The mobile beings inhabit individual bodies.

1. 126 1ajjamana pudho pasa.

Look at various self-restrained people ashamed of their violent

activities.

1. 127 anagara motti ege pavayamana

Some people style themselves as homeless mendicants.

1.128 jaminam virivaravehim satthehim tasaka Jyva-samarambhenam

1.129

1.130

1.131

1.132

1.133

tasakdyasattham samarambhamane anne vanegariive pane
vihimsati.

They indulge in violent actions to the mobile beings with
various weapons which involve destruction of various other
classes beings.

tattha khalu bhagavaya parinna paveiya
On this subject the Lord has propounded the principle of
comprehension and abandonment.

Iimassa ceva jiviyassa, parivam a’ana -manana-payandae,
dukkhapadighayaheum.

Longing for survival; praise, reverence and adoration; life and
death, emancipation; and elimination of physical and mental
suffering.

se sayameva tasakaya-sattham samarambhati, annehim va
tasakayasattham samarambhavei, anne va tasakaya-sattham
samarambhamane samanujanai.

He himself indulges in killing the mobile beings or instigates
others to do so or approves of such killings by others.

tam se ahiyae, tam se abohie.

Such violence is for his harm, is for his non-enlightenment.
se tam sambujjhamane dyaniyam samutthie.

He (the ascetic) comprehends the result of violence and applies
himself to the practice of self-restraint.
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1. 134 socca bhagavao anagaranam va amtie thamegesim nayam

1135

bhavai—esa khalu gamthe, esa khalu mohe, esa khalu mare, esa

khalu narae.

Hearing from the Jina or other ascetics, some people come
know: such violence is indeed a knot, is delusion, is death, is
hell.

iccattham gadhie loe.

Nevertheless, the people entrapped in pursuit of pleasure
(indulge in violence to mobile beings).

1.136 jaminam virdvaravehim satthehim tasakaya-samaram bhenam

tasakaya-sattham samarambhamane anne vanegarive pane
vihimsati.

They indulge in violent actions to mobile beings with various
weapons, which involve destruction of various other classes of

beings.

1. 137 se bemi—appege amdhamabbhe, appege amdhamacche.

1.138

1.139

Thus I say: somebody pierces and cuts the mobile beings, some
among whom are deficient in other limbs (but have the feeling
of intense pain like that of the human beings born blind, deaf,
dumb, lame).

appege piyamabbhe, appege payamacche.

Some people pierce and cut foot, ankle etc. (See siitra 29 for all
the thirty-two limbs).

appege sampaimarae, appege uddavae.

Sometimes a person is beaten to a state of unconsciousness and
sometimes tortured to death.

Bhisyam Siitras 129-139
See Stitras 20-30.

1.140

se bemi— appege accae vahamti, appege ajinde vahamti, appege
mamsae vahamti, appege soniyae vahamti, appege hiyayae
vahamti, appege pittie vahamti, appege vasae vahamti, appege
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picchae vahamti, appege pucchae vahamti, appege balae vahamti,
appege simgae vahamti, appege nahae vahamti, appege didhae
vahamti, appege visande vahamti, appege damtie vahamti,
appege nharunie vahamti, appege afthie vahamti, appege
atthimimjae vahamti, appege atthae vahamti, appege anatthde
vahamti, appege himsimsu meti va vahamti, appege himsamti
metti va vahamti, appege himsissamti metti va vahamti.
Thus I say:
Some people kill (mobile beings) for obtaining their body,
while others do so for their hide, flesh, blood, heart, bile, fat,
feathers, tail, hair, horn, tusk, tooth, jaw, nail, sinew, bone
and marrow. Some people kill with a purpose and some without
any. Some people kill for vendetta, reflecting that they
committed violence to him (or his kith and kin) in the past.
Some people kill for they are doing at present or are likely to
do violence to him (or his kith and kin) in future.

Bhisyam Stitra 140

In the present Siitra, the motives behind the killing of mobile beings
are given. These are indicative of the customs prevalent in society in those
days. ,
Body: In the Ciirni and Vrtti there is an example of how a person who
has taken poison is inserted in the corpse of an elephant killed for the
purpose to cure him of his poison. For the purpose of achieving the desired
result, people practised occult science and chanted mantras on the
sacrificed body of a person possessed of auspicious marks of excellence
and with unmutilated body. Some people sacrificed goats, etc., as offering
to the deity.

Hide: People kill lion, tiger etc. for their hide. Some people kill various
animals in order to get their flesh, blood, heart, bile, fat, feather, tail,
hair, horn, tusk, tooth, jaw, nail, sinew, bone-marrow etc.

Itis not that people indulge in injury to life only with specific motives.
But sometimes they do so without any motive.

People indulge in acts of violence out of revenge, retribution or
suspicion. This is indicated in the last part of the Stitra: as he had killed a
relation of mine.
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Ishall kill him ; he is killing, therefore I should kill him; if he survives,
he would kill me, therefore I should kill him.

1.141

1.142

1.143

ettha sattham samarambhamanassa iccete arambha aparinnaya
bhavamti.

The person thus indulging in acts of violence does neither
comprehend nor abandon them.

ettha sattham asamdrambhamanassa iccete arambha parinnaya
bhavamti.

The person not indulging in acts of violence is capable of
comprehending and abandoning them.

tam parinndya mehavi neva sayam tasakdya-sattham
samarambhejji, nevannehim tasakaya-sattham samara-mbha-
vejja, nevanne tasakayasattham samarambhate samanujanejja.
Comprehending this, an intelligent ascetic should not indulge
in violence to mobile beings, nor should he instigate others to
do so, nor should he approve of such violence committed by
others.

1.144 jassete tassakaya-sattha-samarambha parinnaya bhavamti, se hu

muni parinndya-kamme.—tti bemi.

The ascetic who comprehends and abandons these acts of
violence to mobile beings is indeed an ascetic who has fully
comprehended and abandoned all acts of violence.

Bhasyam Sutras 141-144
See Stitras 31-34.

Reference:

1. Angasuttanill, Bhagavai, 2/15: goyama!jamha anamai va, panamai va, ussasai va, nisasai

va, tamha pane tti vattavvam siya.

jamha bhiite bhavati bhavissati ya tamha bhae tti vattavam siya.

jamha jive jivati, jivattam auyam ca kammam uvajivati tamha jive tti vattavvam siya.
jamha satte subhasubhehim kammehim tamha satti tti vattavvam siya.

2. Dasaveyaliyam, IV/Satra 9 : jesim kesimci pananam abhikkamtam padikkamtam samkuciyam
pasariyam ruyam bhamtam tasiyam palaiyam agaigaivinnaya.
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Chapter-1

Comprehension and Abandonment of Weapon of Injury

84

Section-7

1. 145 pahi ejjassa dugamchanae.

A non-violent person is capable of guarding himself
against committing violence to air-bodied beings.

Bhasyam Siitra 145

Air pervades wherever living beings are in action. The question,
therefore, naturally arises whether it is possible to abstain from
injury to air-bodied beings. In reply, the Sitra says that it is
possible. One can avoid doing injury to them.

Air: This is called ejahin Sanskrit because it flows (ejati).

Guarding against committing violence: It means restraint,
desisting from action; avoidance; turning back; escape. These are
all synonyms.

1. 146 ayvamkadamsiahiyam tti nacca.

Only the person who finds violence as fearful and
harmful can desist from it.

Bhasyam Siitra 146

This is a supporting saitra. The perception of fear and knowledge
of harm are the supports to desisting from violence.

Fear:It produces physical and mental pain. One who perceives
fear in acts of violence does easily refrain from the latter.

The apparent good in the act of violence ultimately turns evil. The
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harmful behaviour is productive of harmful result. Such comprehension

easily leads one to abstain from the acts of violence.

1. 147 jeajjhattham janai, se bahiya janai. je bahiya janai, se ajjhattham
janai.
One who knows the internal knows the external and one who
knows the external knows the internal.’

Bhasyam Siitra 147

This is also supporting stitra. The word internal has different connotations
in different contexts.

1. Theinternal is whatis concerned with the self.

2. Theinternal is what is beyond the mind.

3. Theinternalis the consciousness which is acomman factor running
through body, speech and mind of all living beings, mobile or
immobile.

4. Theinternalis the sensation of pleasure and pain.

5. Theinternal is also the cosciousness of the Jina.

Here the world internal stands for the sensation of pleasure and pain. One
who knows the internal knows the external i.e., all living beigns other
than himself. The idea is that as there is the feeling of pleasure and painwith
respect to the disirable and the undesirable in oneself, so there is similar
feeling in the living beings of the external world. The Siitra also gives
the converse: one who knows the external knows the internal.

Bhasyam Staitra 148

Now look at the comparison explained in the preceding sutra. As my
suffering is not desirable to me, so the sufferings of others are not desirable
to them. The understanding of this comparision with the selfis a support
to abstinence from violence.’

1.149. iha samitigaya daviya, navakamkhamti vijium.'
The competents who have achieved tranquillity do not take to fanning
Bhiasyam Satra 149

Here the Stitra explains the act of injury to the air-bodied beings and
abstinence from it by pointing out the example of fanning. The monks

! U S — W, 2003 | ] 85




initiated in the discipline of the /ina do not take to fanning. The reason is
twofold: they have attained tranquillity and they have also the competence
to practise self-restraint.

Tranquillity : The calming down of the passions.
Competent to practise self-restriant . Free from lust and hatred or free
from attachment to body. It also means monks with their heart melted by
compassion. Such persons are tranquil even in hot summer. Therefore
they do not need to get tranquillity by fanning which involves injury to
air- bodied beings.
1.150 lajjamana pudho pasa.
1.151 anagara motti ege pavayamana.
Look at various self-restrained people ashamed of their violent
activities.
Some people style themselves as homeless mendicants.
Bhisyam Stitras 150, 151
SeeStuitra17,18
1.152 jaminam virdvaravehim satthehim vaukamma-samarambhenam
vausattham samarambhamane anne vanegariive pane vihimsati.
They indulge in violent actions to air-bodied beings with
various weapons, which involve destruction of various other
classes of beings.
Bhasyam Siitra 152
In the Niryukti, the following are mentioned as the weapons that cause
injury to the air-bodied beings:
1. The generator of air current, viz. Fan, palm fan, winnowing basket,
chowrie, leaf, corner of a garment.
2. Stationing oneself: It means standing against the air current, when
oneis perspiring.
3. Fragrance of sandalwood and the fragrant root of the plant

Andropogon muricatus, etc.

4. Fire:Its flame and heat.
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5. Homogeneous weapon: The opposites viz. The cold and the hot
air are the weapons mutually.*

Itis said in the Sthanangathat all the five classes of immobile beings may
be alive or dead.’ There five kinds of non-sentient air-bodied are also
mentioned:

Trampled : Air rising up when trampled under foot and the like.
Blown out : Air blown out by bellows, etc.

Squeezed : The air rising up while squeezing wet cloth.

Bodily air : Belching, exhaling, etc.

Coagulation : Flow of air caused by fanning etc.’

In the Nisitha bhasya, and the Carnithe air-bodies are propounded as
weapons to one another.” In the Brhatkalpabhasya, the live or dead nature
of air-bodies is said to be by virtue of their beings at specific place and -
time.” There is thus numerous descriptions about the weapons and live or
dead air-bodies, which deserve patient and prolonged studies.

1.153 tattha khalu bhagavaya parinna paveiya.

On this subject the Lord has propounded the principle of
comprehension and abandonment.

1.154 imassa ceva jiviyassa, parivamdana-manana-piayanae, jai-
marana-moyanae, dukkhapadighayaheum.
Longing for survival; praise, reverence and adoration; birth
and death, emancipation; and elimination physical and mental
suffering.

1.155 sesayameva vau-sattham samarambhati, annehim va vau-sattham
samarambhaveti, anne va vau-sattham samarambhamte
samanujjanai.

He himself indulges in killing the air-bodied beings or
instigates others to do so or he approves of such killings by
others.

1.156 tam se ahiyae, tam se abohie.

Such violenceis for his harm, is for his non-enlightenment.
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1.157

1.158

1.159

1.160

1161

1.162

1.163

se tam sambujihamane, dyanivam samutthae.

He (the ascetic) comprehends the result of violence and applies
himself to the practice of self-restraint.

socca bhagavao anagaranam va amtie ihamegesim nayam bhavai
— esa khalu gamthe, esa khalu mohe, esa khalumare, esa khalu
nirae.

Hearing from the Jina or other ascetics, some people come to
know: such violence is indeed a knot, it is delusion, is death,
is hell.

icchattham gadhie loe.

Nevertheless, the people entrapped in the pursuit of pleasure
(indulge in violence to air-bodied beings).

Jaminam virGvardvehim satthehim vaukamma-samarambhenam
vau-sattham samarambhamane anne vanegarive pane vihimsati.
They indulge in violent actions to air-bodied beings with
various weapons, which involve destruction of various other

_classes of beings.

se bemi— appege amdhamabbhe, appege amdhamacche.

Thus I say: somebody pierces and cuts the blind (air-bodied
beings which have the feeling of intense pain like that of the
human beings born blind, deaf, dumb, lame and deficient in
other limbs).

appeage pdyamabbhe, appege padyamacche.

Some people pierce and cut foot, ankle etc. (See Stitra 29 for all
the thirty-two limbs of the body).

appege sampamadrae, appege uddavae.

Sometimes a person is beaten to a state of unconsciousness and
sometimes tourtured to death.

Bhisyam Siitras 153-163
See Stitra 20-30

1.164

se bemi—samti sampaima pana, ihacca sampayamti ya. pharisam
ca khalu puttha, ege samghdyamavajjamti.
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Je tattha samghayamavajjamti, te tattha parivavajjamti, se tattha
pariyavajjamti, te tattha uddayamdti.
Thus I say: There are insects which fly into air impetuously,
some of them are shirivelled by air-touch, faint and eventually
die.

Bhigsyam Stitras 164

See Siitras 85.

1.165 ettham sattham samarambhamanassa iccete arambha aparinnaya
bhavamti.
The person thus indulging in acts of violence does neither
comprehend, notabandon them.

1.166 ettha sattham asamarambhamanassa iccete arambha parinnaya
bhavamti.

The person not indulging in acts of violence is capable of
comprehending and abandoning them.

1.167 tam parinnaya mehavi neva sayam vau-sattham samarambhejja |

nevannehim vdu-sattham samdarambhavejja, nevanne vau-
sattham samarambhamte samanujanejja.
Comprehending this, an intelligent ascetic should not indulge
in violence to the air-bodied beings, nor should he instigate
others to do so, nor should he approve of such violence
committed by others.

1.168 jassete vau-sattha-samarambha parinndya, bhavamti, se hu muni
parinnaya-kamme.—tti bemi.
The ascetic who comprehends and abandons these acts of

violence to the air-bodied beings is indeed an ascetic who has
fully comprehended and abandoned all acts of violence.

Bhisyam Siitras 165-168

See Siitras 31-34.

1.169 ettham pi jane uvadiyamana.
Here also one should know the monks— who are seized (by the
sensual objects).
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Bhasyam Sutra 169
To the query: who are they that commitinjury to air-bodied beings,
the answer is: you should know that the persons who are seized
by the sensual objects, that s, attacked’ by them, indulge in injury
to the air-bodied beings. Such individuals are described in the
Stitras (170-173) that follow.

1.170 je ayare naramamdi.
— who do not find interest in the discipline.

Bhasyam Siitra 170
‘Discipline’ means comprehension and giving up violent activities.
Those who do not find joy in the ethical code have their minds
overwhelmed by desire for pleasure and they indulge in injury to
the air-bodied beings.

1.171 arambhamana vinayyam vayamti.
— who preach the discipline but indulge in violent activities.

Bhasyam Sutra 171
‘Discipline’ means good condut or self-control. There are some

- who preach the ethical code to others even though they themselves

indulge in injury to air-bodied beings. This is matter of surprise.
How can the preaching of discipline by them be meaningful, who
themselves indulge in injury to air-bodied beings? This is a case of
cognitive dissonance.

1.172 chamdovaniya ajjhovavanna.
— Who are carried by their wishes and are addicted to sensual
objects.

Bhasyam Siatra 172

Wish : it means indulgence in general.

Addiction : it means deep lust for the sensual objects.

The people who are carried by wishes and are addicted to sensual objects
commit violence to air-bodied beings.

1.173 arambhasatta pakaremti samgam.
— who produce fresh bondage beings addicted to violent
activities.
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Bhasyam Saitra 173

1.174

Being attached to violence, they produce addiction. Addiction is
lustand hatred or karmic bondage.

The opposites of what is said in the Satras 169 to 173 are
formulated in the Carni (pp. 41,42) in the following way: The
people who are not seized by the sensual objects, who find interest
in the discipline, who preach the discipline not indulging in injury
to air-bodied beings, who are not carried by good intentions and
practise them, who being not involved in indulgences do not
produce bondage."

se vasumam savva-samannagaya-pannaenam akaranijjam pavam
kammam.

A self-disciplined monk, endowed with compehensible
wisdom, cannot indulge in any harmful activity.

Bhasyam Stitra 174

Wisdom : insight.

1175

Comprehensive : means comprising all objects or conversant with
the entire truth.

Self-disciplined : means a self-restrained.

For such aspirant, harmful activities are impossible of being done
owing to his all-comprehensive insight. Only the person in whom
all-comprehensive insight or truthfull insight has dawned considers
evil activities as unworty of being done."

fam no annesim.

He should not seek for such (harmful activities).

Bhasyam Stitra 175

In the preceding Siitra, it has been laid down that one should not
do harmful activities. In this Stitra, it is said that one should not
seek for harmful activity. Seeking harmful activity is produced
due to the fruition of past karma. A person striving for the
suppression of harmful activities should exert himself for purifying
his attitude. The purified attitude will make the karma that was
the cause of seeking harmful activity unproductive of its effect.
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1.176. tam parinnaya mehavi neva sayam chajjiva-nikaya-sattham

samarambhejja, nevannehim chajjiva-nikaya-sattham
samarambhavejja, nevanne chajjiva-nikdya-sattham samdaram-
bhamte samanujanejja.

Comprehending this, an intelligent ascetic should notindulge
in violence to the six classes of living beings, nor should he
instigate other to to so, nor should he approve of such violence
committed by others.

1.176 jassete chajjiva-nikaya-sattha-samarambha parinnaya bhavamti,

se hu muni parinndya-kame— tti bemi.

The ascetic who comprehends and abandons these acts of
violence to six classes of living beings in indeed an ascetic
who has fully comprehended and abandoned all acts of
violence. Thus I say.

Bhiasyam Siitra 176-177
See Siitra 33, 34

Reference:

1.

92

This aphorism can be interpreted in three different ways:

The intrinsic aspect of a substance is subtle, while the external one is gross. Itis easy to
comprehend the latter, but difficult to comprehend the former. One who can comprehend
the former carn distinctly comprehend the latter also. One who has comprehended the
latter is able to know the former only through the medium of the gross. The soulisan
inner reality. Its conscious form cannot be disctincly comprehended. But its functions,
manifested through the body, are gross and external. It follows from this that a body,
devoid of consciousness cannot perform functions of consciousness. The functions of
consciousness are the functions performed by the conscient reality (soul).

A person directly experiences pain and pleasure and as such they are immediate and self-
perceptible. On the basis of the self-experience we can understand the pains and pleasures
of others. Therefore, the feeling of pains and pleasures of others is an indirect one. The
way in which we are affected by any external cause is the same as the way in which we
ourselves are affected.

Knowledge like the sun is self-luminary. Just as the sun s self-luminary and illuminates
other objects, knowledge is self-luminary and enlightens other substances. The function
of knowledge is to know the knowable. Knowledge is self-luminary and therefore reveals
the spiritual substances—it reveals the self. It enlightens others and therefore it reveals
the external world i.e. it reveals the whole gamut of knowable objects, distinct from the
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self, but the knowledge that reveals the external world and internal world is one and the
same, That is why, the author has laid down —

One who knows the inner self knows the external (world) as well:

One who knows the external (world) knows the inner self as well.

2.

(1
(2)
(3)

10.

11.

Three pre-requisites of the practice of non-violence are as follows:
Perception of terror caused by violence.
Realisation of detrimental consequences of violence.

Equality of all other beings with the Self— thatis to say that just as we like pleasure and
dislike pain, so do other beings and the vice versa.

Cf. Dasavealiyam, 6.37.

Acaranga Niryukti, gatha 170:

viane ya tilavamre suppasiyapatta celakanne ya,
abhidharana ya bahim gamdhaggi vau satthaim.
Angasuttani, Thanam, 2/133-137

Ibid, Thanam, 5/183, pamcavidha acittd vaukaiya pannatt, tam jaha- akkamte, dhamte,
pilie, sariranugate, sammucchime.

Nisithabhasya Ctirni, part I, pp. 85-96
Brhatkalpabhasya, Gathas 973-980
Apte, upada— to seize, to attack
Acaranga Carni, p. 41-42:

ctthavi jana anuvaiyamana.

je @yare ramamti.

anarambhamana vinayam vadamti.
drambhe asatta no pagaremti samgam.

All actions flow from man’s conscience which is controlled by his intellect. The intellect,
in its turn is triggered off by delusion or non-delusion which respectively makes it
untruthful or truthful ~vicious or righteous, One whose intellect is illumined by Truth is
straightforward in action, speech and thought, and acts with consistency. Only a
conscience guided by the intellect fully illumined with Truth can abstain from violence
and sensuality. Any sddhaka cannot refrain from violence and sensuality only by external
conduct. Only through conscience, guided by the intellect, fully illumined with Truth
canone do so.
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Jain System of Education

Prof. D.N. Bhargava
Dr. B.R. Dugar

All social systems of Indian Society are an admixture of the
three main currents of Indian culture— Brahminic, Buddhisticand
Jainistic. As such, there are no water-tight compartments in respect
of the social systems which they follow. Nevertheless, each of
these three have their own distinguishing feature which enrich
and mould the Indian Society for betterment as a whole. The
contribution of the Jain in the field of education is to be studied in
the light of this phenomina of unity in diversity.

Three types of Education

Coming to the Jain Agamas, we find that the purpose of
education has been clearly mentioned as building of the character
of the student. As regards job oriented education, no system could
overlook it, and the Jains are no exception. The Rayapasenaijja
clearly makes mention of three categories of teachers:

(1) Kalayariya, the teacher of arts
(2) Sippayariya, the teacher of crafts
(3) Dhammayariya, the teacher of religion.

The first two of these, imparted job oriented education. It
can be presumed that each religious system should have separate
teacher for educating its students in the intricacies of the religion
whereas, teacher of arts and crafts would have been common to
all.
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Respect for teacher

All the above three type of teachers enjoyed high respect, particularly
from their students. They earned this respect not only because of their
learning but also because of their life of sacrifice. They could command
the respect because of their selflessness. The teacher of religion for
exceeded the teacher of arts and crafts in austerity and, therefore, got the
highest respect. It becomes clear, when we read in the Uttaradhyayan
Siitra that “‘a pupil should not sit by the side of the teacher, nor before
him; nor behind him, he should never put questions while sitting on a
stool or bed, butrising from his seat and coming near, we should ask him
with folded hands.”” This was the ideal but there were students who were
indisciplined or careless in their studies and were not only addressed with
harsh word but were even heaten by their teachers. Such bad students
have no thirst for knowledge and if their case was found to be incurable,

they were even rusticated from the institution.

Inexpensive Education

Though the rich arranged costly education for their wards, the
education for the common man was quite cheap. Some of the students
had lodging and boarding in the house of their teacher as member of their
family whereas the other students lived together in some type of hostel,
when the cost of their lodging and boarding was borne by the rich people
of the town or by the royal palace. In all the cases, the students were
required to lead a life of austerity. In the case of students of religious
education, which was regularly given to the ascetics only, the students
were naturally required to follow the rules which were laid down for a Jain
ascetic. For the householder, the religious education must have been
secondary, the primary position being occupied by the education of arts

and crafts.

Suspension of teaching

In the case of any natural calamity, the teaching was suspended.
Similar was the case when some war brokeout. Vyavahare Bhasya mentions
that even in such trivial cases as killing of mouse by cat or appearance of
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an egg on the road or the birth of a child in the vicinity of the school, the
teaching was suspended.

Respect for education

Education was held in high respect, with the result that when a
student completed his education, he was received with great pomp and
show. The tika on uttaradhyayana mentions that when Rakkhia returned
from Patliputra after completing his studies, he was given a rousing
reception by the state. The city was decorated with colourful flags and he
was taken around on an elephant. He was not only offered gold, but cattle
and slaves also, by the people.

Similary Jiata Dharmakatha mentions that Lord Mahavira was sent
to the school with great enthusiasm in an auspicious muhiirt, a dinner was
given to the relatives and friends and the teacher was offered rich gifts.
Almost the same things happened when Megha Kumar returned home
after completing his studies. His teacher was given gifts in such quantity
that he could live a comfortable life as long as he lived.

Position of Vedic Education amongst the Jaina

The Jain tradition is generally considered to be anti-Vedic. But the
term ‘Veda’ is held in high respect in the Jain tradition, though, the term
doesn’tapply to the four Vedas which are known to us today. These vedas
are Anarya Vedas according to Avayaka ciirni, whereas Arya Vedas were
composed by Bharaha which contained the foundation of the teaching of
the Tirthankaras.

Avasyaka ciirni mentions another tradition also where twelve angas
are called the Vedas. In the light of all this it should not be surprising that
Bhagavatisiitra includes the four vedas in the curriculum of the study. The
Uttradhyayana also mentions four Vedas amongst the fourteen
Vidyasthanas. According to Anuyogadvara and Nandi, works like the
Ramayana are included under course of popular learning (laukikasruta).
The Thanam does mention certain branches of knowledge but categories
them as bad (papasruta) because they involved violence directly or
indirectly in a gross or subtle form, e.g. science of medicine or science of
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architecture. Obviously, this is the point of view of a monk and not of a
house holder.

Arts Education

As in non-Jain tradition, so inJain tradition, we find the mention of
72 Kalas. These include reading, writing, arithmetic, poetry, sculpture,
music, dance, clay modeling, gambling, cooking, astronomy, architecture,
wrestling etc. Itis clear from this that some of the kalas were fine arts and
some of them were job oriented.

Centres of Education

Education was imparted in monasteries, temples and holy places.
Varanasi was a centre of cosmopolitan education, where not only the
orthodox Vedic system were taught but where Buddhist & Jainistic studies

also flourished. Patliputra was another such centre.

Position of Upadhyaya

Amongst the monks, a teacher was specially appointed for teaching,
who was given a special place as Upadhyaya. As the monks moved from
one place to another place, their classes were also moving. Though the
main purpose of teaching the monks was to make them experts in the Jain
Agamas, yet grammar and logic were also taught as they helped in
understanding the scripture. Debate was popular form of demonstrating
and enhancing one’s knowledge. This also helped in popularising one’s
religion. There was a popular form of education also. Singers and
storytellers went about amongst the people and narrated deep philosophy
ina simpler and attractive way.

Educational system in post-canonical works

After having delt with the material available in the Jain Agamas
regarding the system of education, we may now deal with the material
available in the post-canonical literature. Merutunga in his famous work
Prabandha Cintamani mentions that king Kumarpala read Kamandiki niti
from a teacher. He also mentions that when these was some crucial debate
between the followers of different sects, special monks were called from
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far off places to participate in it. Manytimes the king presided over the
debates. From the Kathako$a, we know that a princess went to his teacher
for study. Higher education in the Vedic system was primarily restricted to
the Brahmins. The Jains had no caste restriction for anytype of education
except that the study of Agams was restricted to the monks. The
householders could listen from the monks about religion in the form of
popular lectures but were not allowed to study the Agamas for themselves.

Family Education

In Ancient times, education started in family. Merutunga has
mentioned the case of Brahmin who had sons from the wives belonging to
different castes. He taught sons of caste wives openly but he taught the
son of the lower caste wife in a secret manner. Naturally the children had
first training in correct speech at home. V

Financial support

The monastery of the Jains is older than that of the Buddhist.
Tradition mentions that there was a vast literature even before Lord
Mahavira. It was known as Pirva literature. Much of this literature was
lost because the method of teaching was oral and scripture were not put
into black and white for quite a long time. The monasteries were financially
supported by grants from the rich and also by the ruling chiefs. Whereas
Buddhist king like Ashok established an independent department for
looking after Ecclesiastical education, the Jain kings never made religious
education a responsibility of the state even though they financially
supported it from outside. It appears that education was not the
responsibility of the state but of the society. In any case, the financial
burden of educating one’s ward was very nominal on the parents. The
students have not to pay any fees but even got the facility of free boarding
and lodging.

Education of Commerce

During the historical period, we find that Jainism became mostly
confined to merchantile community who's children had to be educated in
the art of business. The secular education, therefore, must have been
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restricted to the faculty of commerce. Though we donot find any hint of
system of commercial education, yetitis clear that the Jains remarkably
succeed in the profession of business. From this, we can conclude that
they must have a sound system of education in the art of business and

management.

Government Departments

That there were intellectual activities are clear from the fact that
Parisad’s were held. The training of three R’s was common to all systems
of Ancient Indian Education. The Jain monastries kept the torch of learning
burning during the middle ages. There was a department of a charity which
used to support education financially. There were, infact, eight
departments, viz (1) department of treasury, (2) department of charity,
(3) department of medicine, (4) department of army, (5) department of
religion, (6) department of education, (7) department of records and (8)
department of foreign relations. All these department were to be manned
by qualified persons. Naturally the burden of preparing such qualified
persons fell upon the educationist. This shows the comprehensiveness of
the educational system.

Monasteries

We have a list of monasteries where education was imparted-
Banaras, Sravasti, Alabhiyé (Alora), Manivaiya, Kampilya, on the bank of
Sipra, Ksitipratishtkapura, on the bank of the Godavari, Kollaga, a suburb
of Vaisali, Paniyabhfimi, Kummagama, salakotthaya cheiya in the suburb
of Middhiyagama, and in west India. Nandanavana in the suburb of
Baravai (Dwarika), Polasapura, Patlalapura, Moderapura, Sékunikavihara,
in the city of Bhrgupura (modern Broach) in the neighbourhood of
Narmada, Vardhamiana, and in the southern India in the 11th century
Konkonapuli, Kopana, Sravar_\a Belgola, Pombucca, Balligama,
Anekantmata, Kuppaavt in the sohrabtalukat, Banarasenad, Heggare,
Sringeri, Kolhapur, Bandaika, Dorasamudra Arasiyakere. These
monasteries were established at alocation on the basis of availability of
water, vegetation, flora and fauna etc.
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No caste-bar

In these monasteries the education was not classified according to
the caste of the students. Student belonging to any community could get
admission to any course. The Agamas were taught, but special emphasis
was led on understanding their meaning. Any blind cramming was normally
discouraged. The process of learning has five steps :

i. Learning thelesson

ii.  Enquiring from the teacher
iii. Revision

iv. Ponderingand

v. Religious discourse.

The subject matter was clarified through the example of a real or
fictions personality.

Secular Education

Besides religious education, secular education was also imparted
including military and physical education. Acarya Hemchandra gives a
picture of military education. ‘He exhibited to the Lord the shooting of a
doll on awheel, shooting an invisible object by sound, the shooting ata
targetin water, the shooting of a clay-ball on a wheel with arrows, who
showed padagati, carrying a sword and shield, having entered the shield
like the moon in cloud. He whirled rapidly a lance, spear, and dub, giving
the appearance of a fiery streak of lighting, revolving in the sky. He showed
him knife-science with all the knife-positions, expert in all the steps, like
adancer showing a dance. From devotion to his teacher and a desire to be
taught by him showed Ajita Svamin his skill in other weapons also.
Whatever was lacking in Sagara’s arts the Master taught him. For such a
man had such a teacher. So both, engaged in activities according to their
natures, crossed the first period of life, and travelled crossing the boundary
of avillage.” '

Religious Education:

There were two different teachers for two different functions. One
was pravajyddayak, who inciated the novices into the ascetic fold and the
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second was niryapak, who looked into their moral conduct. The student
were expected to show greatest respect to the teacher. The aim of education
for a monk was to attain liberation, study of scriptures was considered
very important for achieving this end. Kundkundacarya lays down the
following code of conduct for a monk-—""five vows, five fold carefulness,
control of five senses, pulling out of the hair, six fold Avaéyaka or essential,
nakedness, not taking bath, sleeping on ground, not cleaning the teeth,
taking meals in standing posture and taking only one meal a day—these,
in fact, have been prescribed, as the primary virtues of the ascetic, by the
greatjinas.”’*

Degrees

Degrees were conferred on successful candidates. Students of
moderate achievements were called Pandita. Pandita not only indicated
intelligence but moral character also. Bahusruta was another degree which
was higher than that of master’s degree. But lower than that of the
Doctrate. A doctor was supposed to be well-versed in Jain as well as Vedic
literature. The purpose of thesis was generally to prove once theory and
refuting the theories of the opponents. The world vicaya and pravicaya
were used for search and research. Anupreksa was used for examining a
particular theory. '

Education was a neverending process. copying the manuscripts was
regular feature in the monasteries. Kalpasitra has given a description of
the number of students of a particular Tirthankara. Lord Mahavira, for
example, has 14,000 ascetics and 1,59,000 householders, out of these
364 had wisdom only next to perfection, 1,300 had inductive knowledge
and so on. Even if we make an allowance for exaggeration, we do not have
a doubt that Lord Mahavira had a large number of disciples both ascetic
and laity, who got training from him and his ganadharas.

Women’s Education

One of the salient feature of Jaina Education System is that it was as
open for women as for men. The nuns were required to learn the scripture
justlike monk. The women thus had an equal status with men. The number
of nuns and laity women always exceeded that of the monk and layman.
Women from royal families also became Jaina nuns. Queen Kali and Sukali
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wives of Srenika Bimbasara joined jain nunnery. Similarly a girl Bhitya got
religious instructions from Lord Paréva. Another lady Bhadda entered into
a debate with the Buddhist. Nunneries existed at Sakatapura, Dwaraka
and Polarpura.

Lay women also got education about the child psychology and their
growth. They were also given training in music. Thaugh the main education
was moral but they had training in writing, language and other secular
sciences also. Here is a description of a woman’s education~

““When she persisted in this endeavour, there was produced in her
intellectual ability; and so, after she had to a certain extent studied the
three Vedas, the Raghuvarca, the Kamasiitra of Vatsyayan, and the
writings of Canakya on morals and the principles of government, she went
with her daughter, named Vijaya who was in her fresh youth and
learned.””*

Some of the ladies got the title of Pandita. When a scholar was
insulted at the court of Bhoja, his daughter Balpandita helped him by
writing the first half of the Tilakamafijari, which was burnt by king Bhoja,
from her memory and also composed the second half anew. The lady Bhiiya
got education alongwith male students at Gunasena monastries in
Rajgraha. We can conclude from this that coeducation was also prevalent.

Education for royal families

The education of the princes was given proper attention in ancient
India. The rulers were not only themselves educated but they also
patronized scholarship. The child was looked after from the embryonic
stage itself. Small children were provided with all sorts of toys. The children
was looked after by nurses, one of whom looked after his bath, another
his play activities and was provided with all kinds of recreations. It was
also seem that he remains physically fit. He was taught through imitation
also. His personal likes and dislikes were taken into account while choosing
his course of study.

Curricula

The curricula included reading, writing, arithmetic, fine arts,
military training, vernacular languages and astronomy/astrology. It
appears that study of Vedas and Vedangas was included atleast in theory,
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if notin practice. The father appears to be the first teacher. Normally the
age of admission to a school was seven. Prince Gautama was taught,
amongst other things, the various branches of military training like arrow-
shooting, weilding the sword, feast fighting, arm fighting etc. Thereis a
long list of 72 topics which were taught to a prince :-

1. writing, 2. arithmetic, 3. singing, 4. dancing, 5. reading, 6. music,
7.grammar, 8. prosody, 9. astronomy, 10. phonetics, 11. etymology, 12.
ritual, 13. lexicography, 14. cutting of leaves, 15. cutting of nails, 16.
testing of jems, 17. use of weapons, 18. riding elephant, 19. riding horses,
20.learning the use of arrows, 21. science of mantra, 22. science of surgical
instrument, 23. alchemy, 24. mining, 25. chemistry, 26. science, 27. logic,
28. siddhanta, 29. the science of curing poison, 30. the cure of snake
bites, 31. reading omens from the flight and cry of birds, 32. medicine,
33. the science of teaching, 34. traditional doctrine, 35. architecture, 36.
palmistry, 37.law, 38. puranam, 39. anecdotes, 40. Vedas, 41. injunction,
42.interpretation of learning, 43. philosophy, 44. yogic practice, 45. black
arts, 46. magic, 47. occult practice, 48. cunning-art, 49. perfumery, 50.
treatment of plant~diseaseé, 51. manufacture of artificial jems, 52. sundry
art, 53. enchanting, 54. trade or business, 55. painting, 56. carpentry, 57.
stone work, 58. ointment, 59. leather work, 60. manufacture of machines
or implements, 61. poetry, 62. rhetoric, 63. comic, 64. Sanskrit, 65.
Prakrits, 66. witchcraft, 67. Apabhramsa prakrit, 68. art of tricks, 69.
spoken dialects, 70. metal-work, 71. the mode of recitation, 72. the rule
of the Kevalins.*’

It is clear that such a vast curricula of a diverse nature could not have
been meant for monks and nuns but only for the householders. There
must have been specialist to teach these subjects of diversified nature.
These subjects can be broadly classified as follows.

1.  Subjects meant for all i.e. three r’s (writing, arithmetic and
reading)

Subjects connected with Vedangas

Fine arts

Sciences

Applied Sciences

Military Science

7. Commerce
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8. Traditional Knowledge
9.  Practical Knowledge
10. Philosophy

11. Spiritualism

Itis clear that training in all the faculties was imparted. It can be
assumed that the students have been given choice to select the subjects of
their own liking. Since we get these informations from the history of the
princes, it can be assumed that many of these subjects were meant for
those who run the state. This education was, therefore, different from
monastic education. Travelling was considered to be a good means of
acquiring first hand knowledge.

Vocational Education

The Jains had a system of vocational education also. Forests appear
to be a good source of livelihood to which Rajsekhar Stri refers as vanajavrti
and Hemcandracarya vanajivika which includes selling of fruits, flowers
and leaves of wild trees. Anyone who took this kind of livelihood had to
depend on his knowledge of geography. Traffic in ivory also demanded
such knowledge. Other trade in animals were prevalent but were looked
down upon by the Jain as astiposana because they involved violence. Trade
in minerals must have been rather more popular. Such trade included
occupation of jewellery, gold, silver and copper. We find that a provision
for training in these professions was also made under such subjects as
ratnapariksa.

There were different centre which specialized in different disciplines.
Campaka for example, was a centre for commerce. The result was that it
had specialized in architecture and fine arts, notably music. Rajgraha was
the centre of military activities. It was, therefore, also a centre for learning
of martial arts. At VaiSali, there were different government officials, like
minister, counsellors, commanders, heads ot police etc. Similarlly Dwarika
and Polasapura were also great centres of commerce.

Education as per one’s capability

In ancientIndia, caste was the deciding factor for adopting a vocation.
Jainism, however, decided the profession of a person according to his
liking. According to Jain Scriptures one has to be judged by four types of
talents (i) intutive—autpatiki (ii) disciplined—vainayiki (iii) the talent
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acquired by practice— Karmaja and (iv) talent acquired by maturity of
age—parenamiki. Some time business talentis also mentioned.

The state, the family, the church, the school and industry were the
five institutions responsible for imparting education. The industry was
controlled by the state and the industry helped the promotion of education.
The first Tirthankar Rsabha introduced agricultural, industrial and
commercial persuits. There were guilds of persons following different
professions. There was more imphasis on practical training with the result
that problem of unemployment did not face the student.

Conclusion

It is clear from what has been said above that the Jains had an
educational system aimed at producing good citizens, morally sound
monks and efficient rulers. Secular education was given along with
religious education. The family, the temple, the state, the school and
industry co-ordinating with each other for the cause of education. The
monks delivered lectures, which could be compared to the extension
lectures of modern time. Degrees like Pandit, Bahusuta and Bhatta were
also conferred upon successful candidates. Punishment was provided for
indiscipline and negligence. The curricula which was followed, was not
secterian but very broad and practical. The educational institution had full
autonomy and the state did not intervene. The religious education aimed
atupliftment of the self, whereas, the secular education aimed at a healthy
society. Majority of students was given job-oriented education. Only the
selected few pursue purely academic courses. The monks also instructed
the publicin general, which served the purpose of adult education of today.
The Jains have been philanthrophist from the very beginning and they
economically supported all educational institutions without discriminating
against non-jain institutions.

References :

* &riKundakundacarya, Pravacanasara, edited by A.N. Upadhye, P. 25, verses 8-9.
* Rajasekhara Stri, Prabandhakosa, Vol. 1, P.64.
* Rajasekhara Suri, Prabandhakosa, Vol.1, p. 28.
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Courtesans in Jain Literature

Dr. Anil Dhar

The institution of courtesans in ancient India in its social
setting has not yet received as much attention from scholars as it
deserves. Courtesans in ancient India did not merely serve the
baser needs of society but were also symbol of culture and ars
amories. Around them moved interesting characters such as rich
merchants, bankers and the rakes. In this way a courtesan became
an importa/nt part of Indian society. So far as literature is
concerned, courtesans, in spite of their perfidies, were considered
urban institution which gave an impetus to art and the life of
luxury. Special officers were appointed by the state to look after
their welfare. Courtesans were not only invited by the king, high
officers of the state, and rich men for dancing, music, and dramatic
performances, but they also accompanied their lovers to pleasure
parties, gambling houses, and drinking booths. Such convivial

parties were known as gosthi.

The institution of courtesans is distinguished feature of
developed urban society and, therefore, in Vedic and post-vedic
literature though the courtesans are mentioned casually, we
hardly know about their life and accomplishments. In Jain
literature as well, courtesans have received attention and their
achievements have been noted. In later Jain Prakrit literature we
get detailed information about courtesans. One might question
why Jain literature terse, dry as-dust, ascetic and ethical in tone-
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preserved such information. To me, the answer is difficult to find. One
reason for this may be the Jain writers love for detail. This interest in detail
relates not only to the way of life they themselves followed or wanted
others to follow butalso to the life of the people around them, and, in this
category came not only the kings and their nobels, but also the merchant
community, a community which still holds the control over commerce of

modern India even.

The life of princes and noblemen and merchants because of their
wealth was exceedingly luxurious and thus courtesans naturally played an
important part. Consciously or unconsciously the life of its patrons left a
deep impression on Jain canonical literature. Moreover, though
prostitution was looked down upon by Jains, no social stigma seems to
have been attached to it, and therefore, Jainism dealt with the problem in
amatter-of-fact and candid way. Some of the stories and descriptions of
courtesans in the Jain canon make this point amply clear.

The (/rnatadharma katna) lists the attainments of a highly
accomplished courtesan of Champa. Her body was faultless (Ahina),
imbued with auspicious signs (Jaksna), and marked with black painted
tilkas (vyafjana). She had the right height, girth and weight. She was
proficient in the seventy-two traditional arts, and was endowed with the
sixty-four qualities necessary for a courtesan. Here asixty-foura might
mean the sixty-four arts such as music, dancing etc., or sixty-four kinds of
sexual and erotic poses and embraces. She had also an expert knowledge
of the twenty-nine special qualities, the thirty-one kinds of ratiguna
(sexual poses) and the thirty-two ways of treating men. She aroused
slumbering passions by her youthful beauty. She was also a linguist,
conversant with eighteen regional languages. She was fond of music and
an expert dancer. She was graceful, witty and sweet in her conversation
and a strict observer of etiquette. Her lovely breasts, her body, hands and
legs were all seductive. Her fees were a thousand a day. The king granted
her the special privilege of using the umbrella, chavri and fan, and she
always travelled in a covered wagon. She commanded and patronized a
thousand courtesans. According to Safrakratanga churine courtesans were
well-versed in vaisika (a section of the science of erotics) which is
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exclusively devoted to the problems of courtesans. The commentary
mentions that when Dattaka was cheated by a courtesan, he refused to
make love to another courtesan in spite of all the blandishments sanctioned

by the science of erotics.

The Brhatkalpasiitra Bahrefers to a picture gallery run by a courtesan.
This reminds us of a similar gallery started by Amrapali. Here the story is
about a courtesan well-versed in the sixty-four arts, who once
commissioned the portraits of all kinds of men of different trades and
professions as well as the methods of assuaging their fury when they were
angry. Whosoever visited her was taken to the gallery and was given a sort
of psychological test before she agreed to consort with him. Elsewherein
the JAatidharmakatha (I11.51-52) it is mentioned that the courtesan
Devadatta of Champa used to go on picnics with her rich clients. With
flowers and perfumes and exotic food they proceeded to the Nada lake
and set up a temporary camp (thunamandavam)not far from the lake.
Mounting the chariot with the courtesan Devadatta, they proceeded to
the garden and sported in the lake, enjoyed the food and perfumes they
had brought with them and slept with her, and in the afternoon they
walked arm in arm with Devadatta and enjoyed the beauty of the garden.In
Jain literature we often meet with courtesan of a folly character who belie
the usual notions about the lust and greed of ordinary prostitutes. Kosa, a
famous courtesan of Patliputra loved Sthulabhadra, and after his
retirement from worldly life she refused to consort with anybody. When
Sthualbhadra. (as a monk) returned to Patliputra, she listened to his
sermons and became a srdvika. She, however, took the rather curious
vow that she would not grant her favours to anyone except when forced to
do so by the king. Similarly, Devadatta, a renowned courtesan of Ujjain,
spurned the love of Achala, a rich merchant of the town became of her
great love for the adventurous Muladeva. The protests of her mother were
of no avail. She requested the king not to force anyone on her as she was
determined to live with Muladeva alone. A ganika’s position was respected
by the king to such an extent that usually her claims were allowed to meet
to her satisfaction.

According to Jain sources prostitution was so rampant in the country
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that Jain nuns were cautioned against it. The Jain nuns had to be careful in
their choice of lodging during their religious tours. Among the prohibited
places were guest houses (dgamanagrha), where travellers who could find
no accomodation elsewhere sought shelter. There were all kinds of riff-
raff including prostitutes and pimps whose behavior was bound to affect
the morals of the nuns. The Jain monks had their own tale of woe as far as
prostitutes were concerned. When the monks saw lascivious men and
women embracing one another and heard the sounds they made as they
continued their love-play, their ascetic resolve tended to weaken. The
monks had to fight against another potent menace. Prostitutes some times
entered their monastery and asked permission to stay there over night. If
this was allowed, they made overtures to the monks, putting themin a
very difficult position. The monks at first tactfully persuaded the uninvited
guests to leave, but if they failed they thought the wiser thing to do was to
make a hasty retreat and quit the building. Attimes more drastic measures
had to be adopted. When they were absolutely at the end of their tether
because of the importunities of the prostitutes, the monks tied them up
for the night and released them in the morning. But the matter did not end
there. If a prostitute sned the monks before the king, they had to appear
before him personally and answer the charges. In keeping with the stern
ascetic principles of Jainism, the Jain canonical works warned the monks
at every step to keep away from women. The chedasutras carefully
analyzed the sexual aberrations of Jain monks and laid down rules to help
them avoid pitfalls. The Satrakrtingal:4,2 etc., gives arather humorous
picture of an infatuated monk in the clothes of a women of ill repute.
Taking advantage of the situation she scolded him and struck his head
with her lifted foot. She teased him saying, ‘O monk!If you do not want
me to retain my hair, I shall get them plucked, but please do not leave
me.”’ After getting him in her clutches, she sent him on all kinds of petty
errands,’’ look for the bodkin to carve the bottle gourd; fetch some
delicious fruit for me. Bring me wood to cook these vegetables and to light
the fire at night. Paint my feet; come and rub my back ; look at my clothes;
bring me food and drink. Get me some perfume and a broom. Bring me a
barber (to shave my head). Give me the collyrium, my ornaments, the
lodhrapowder (for dyeing), the lutes, and bring me the pill (to restore my
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youth). Bring to me ufpalakushta (costus reciosus), tagara powder
(tabernaemontana coronaria) and aloes powdered with fragrant ushira
(andropogon muricatus), oil for anointing and bamboo baskets to put my
things in. Reach me the lip solve (nandicunnagaim). Fetch the umbrella
and slippers, the knife to cut the thread, get my robes dyed blue. Give me
the pot to coock the vegetables in and another to bring water in. Giveme
the stick with which I paint the mark on the forehead (tilaka-
karanimanjana salgamy), the pin to apply collyrium to the eyes and the fan
thatIuse when it is hot. Fetch me the pincers (samdasagam) to pick the
hair in my nose. Get me a comb and a ribbon to bind the hair. Reach me the
looking glass; put the toothbrush near me. Fetch me the arccaunt and
betel, my needle and some thread the winnowing basket and the pot for
lignelying natron. Give me the vessel (for worshipping the gods) and the
other water-pots. Friend, dig a privy. Buy a beaker, a drum and a ball of
cloth (celagolam) for the boy to play with. Shramana, the rainy season is
athand, look after the house and stores. Fetch the chair with woven twine
(@sandiyam) and wooden shoes to walkin.”

The necessary corollaries of prostitution in ancient India were
musical soirees, clubs and pleasure trips or even religious festivals in which
prortitutes and other malefactors formed a part of the crowd. One such
important occasion was samkhadi, which is equivalent to the samajjas of
Buddhist literature. It is mentioned in one of the sufrasof Brahat kalpa
sdtra Bhasya, which shows that it was a fairly ancient institution. The
word is derived from sam, 'in large groups, and khada, ‘‘killing”’, i.e. the
festival in which animals were slaughtered in large numbers. The samkhadi
was held in the early part of the day or after sunset. It is said that a samkhadyi
was held near the tank Rishi Tadaga situated at Tosali (Orissa). Duringa
pilgrimage to kindalamentha (situated in a deep forest) the people living
in the neighbour-hood of Bharukaccha performed a samkhadi, and it
formed a part of the ceremonies of the pilgrimage to Arbuda (Abu) or
Prabhasa. The People of the Anandapura performed samakhadi every
winter at a spot called Pracinavaha where the direction of the river
Saraswati changed to the east. The samkhadiwas not confined to only a
particular religion or sect since the Buddhist, Shaiva and Bhagavat monks
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are said to have also participated in it and held regular disputations. But
such samkhadis, tull of fun for ordinary men and women, spelt difficulties
for the Jain monks.

Jain canonical literature makes occasional references to gosthi. The
members of gosthiwere connoisseurs of music and the arts and closely
associated with courtesans. The Nisithasitra gives us some valuable
information about the organisation of gosthis- information that is not
found anywhere else. Ghada, the ghataof the kamsutfra, is equated here
with gosthi The cultural aspect of goshthi is emphasized in literature, and
certain vignettes reveal the reverse side of the medal as well. The patronage
of art and culture was no doubt an important function of the gosthis, but
they also became notorious for their hard drinking, their revels, their
encouragement of prostitution and also their brawls. The other important
work of gosthi was to employ a number of ordinary prostitutes who
satisfied the lust of its members. Unoccupied houses were used as meeting
places by such voluptnaries. It is said that Mahavira in the course of his
wanderings with Goshala happened to stay in an empty house, Simha, the
son of the village headman, also chanced to come there with a slave girl in
the employment of a gosthi (goshthidasi). He announced that if any
traveller, Brahman or monk happened to be staying there, he should
proceed to some other place. As he received no response from anyone, he
made love to the prostitute there and then, but while leaving the place her
body came in contact with that of Go$4/a. An alarm was raised and poor
Gosalareceived a beating from Simha. Music and dancing (the special
preserve of dancing girls) were favourite forms of amusement in ancient
India. It is a fact worth nothing that the highly luxurious society of the
Gupta period which tolerated a refined sensuality was a society in which
dancers, both male and female, covered their bodies. This observation is
supported by the portrayal of modestly dressed figures in the Ajanta and
Bagh paintings. The Jain literature also supports this view. The BKSB.,IV.,
4127 mentions that the danseuse (nariaki)was so decorously dressed
that she had no occasion to feel embarrassed when she lifted her legs in
the dance. Even the acrobatic danseuse (lankhika) as she tumbled in the
arena, did not feel any kind of embarrassment for she was always quite
adequately dressed.
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It has been pointed out earlier that courtesans refered to in Jain
literature were supposed to have acquired a knowledge of seventy two
traditional arts. Out of them are many of the items of the sixty-four arts
mentioned in the Kamasutra. The following arts are mentioned :

Lehanr The art of writing is divided into two sub-divisions-writing
of various regional scripts and writing on materials uch as bark, wood
ivory, metal plates which demanded a different technique. It also include
the mode of composing letters to the master, the subordinate, the father,
the son, the teacher, the disciple, the wife, the husband, the friend or the
enemy. Aknowledge of the defects of transcription (e.g. the undue thinness
or thickness of the letters, the absense of uniforimty in their sizes the bent
line and the lack of punctuation (etc.) is also included in this art.

Ganita: Accounting and arithmetic and all its branches.

Ruvam: The term includes all figural arts using the medium of
terracotta, stone, gold, semi-precious stones, cloth, paint etc.

Nattam (nrtyam): A generic term for dancing with or without gestures
equated with tandava by the commentator.

Gayam (gitam): It includes all techniques of singing.

Baiyam (vaditam):Instrumental music, including instruments of
percussion and wind instruments, etc.

Saragayam: (svaragatam): The Knowledge of musical scales.

Pukkharagayam: the knowledge of playing on various kinds of
drums. According to the commentator it had been included as an art
distnict from vaditam, as the art of playing the drum was an important

branch of the science of music.
Samatalam:The art of keeping perfect time in music.

Juyam:Apparently the term included all kinds of gambling or games
of skill played for stakes.

Janavayam (janavadam): Apparently the art of popular conversation
or ingenuity in gossping is intended here.

Pasayam (Pasakam): The game of dice. Apparently the artinclude
all kinds of gambling tricks.
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Atthavayam:The game of eight square boards which may be the
same as chess.
Porakaccam ( purakrtyam): It has been explained as the art of

versifying ata momentas notice, known as sighra or asu-kavitva.

Dagamattiyam (udakamrttiki): Apparently it was the art of mixing
water with earth in proper proportion before the mixture was used as a
medium for making different articles.

Annavihim (annavidhim): The art of cooking which included the
preparation of sweet and savoury dishes

Panavihim (panavidhim). The rules for preparing wines and liquors.
The commentator, however, explains it as the process for cleaning water
of mud. It could also mean the proper and improper use of water as laid
down in the Ayurveda.

Vatthavihi:This included the modes of wearing garments and also
determining new fashions in textiles and the place of their origin.

Sayanavihim ($ayanavidhim):The rules regarding cots and beds.
Forinstance, such rules determined the sizes and the materials used for
the beds of kings, princes, ministers, etc.

Vilevanavihim (vilepanavidhim): The art of making perfumes,
ointments etc. It was considered a great accomplishment to study
Gandhayukti, which gave the formula for perfume-making.

Ajjam(aryam):That art of composing Arya metres.

Paheliyam:The knowledge of riddles, new riddles could also be
composed. - )

Magahiyam:The knowledge of composing verses in the Magadhi

metre.
Gaham:Prakritand Apabhramsa composition.
Silogam:Composing slokasin Anustupametre etc.
Gitika:Knowledge of metre. |

Hiranna-juttimand suvanna-juttim: The employment of wrought
and unwrought gold in their proper places.
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Cirna-yukti:The process of making powders of costus speciocous
and mixing other articles with them.

Abharanavihim: Rules regarding the making and wearing of
ornaments.

Tarunipadhikamma:The ways of the allurements of womenfolk.

Itthilakkhana, purisa: The good and bad marks on men and women

as laid down in the samudrika sastra.

Hayalakkhana, gaya, gona, kukkuda, mindha: The science of
determining the qualities of horses, elephants, bullocks, cocks and ram.

Chatta lakkhana, danda, asi: The quality of the royal umbrella.

The danda is used here in the sense of the handle of the umbrella,
the goad, the bow, the standerd etc. The asilakkhanaincluded the proper
measurement of swords in order to ensure favourable results.

Manilakkhana:This art included the expert knowledge of precious
and semi-precious stones, their merits and flaws, prices, origin, etc.

Kagani lakkhana: It was a special jewel of the cakravartin (the
universal emperor) and supposed to be an antidote against poisons.

Vatthuvijja:The science of architecture which included the selection
of the suitable sites and materials, lists of different types of temples, civic
architecture and various branches of architecture were also included.

Khandhavaramanam:The measurement of camp sites. The science
might also have included the proper division of the army. For instance, in
a well-balanced force the ratio was one chariot to one elephant, three
horsemen and five men of the infantry.

Nagaramanam:Town planning which included laying down the
proper area of a city and determining its length, breadth and division into
various blocks, the layout of its roads, the site for the palace, defence

walls and gates etc.

Caram, prati:Espionage and counter -espionage. The terms have
also been explained as favourable and un-favourable planetary

movements.
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Vyuham and prati-The formation of coulmns and counter coulmns.

Cakravyuham:The formation of a military coulmn in the form of a
wheel.

Garuda vyuham: The formation of a military coulmn in the form of
an eagle.

Sakata vyuham:The formation of a coulmn in the form of a wagon.

Yuddham: A general term for fighting. The commentary, however,
interprets it to mean fights of cocks and horned animals.

Niyuddham:Heavy fighting or wrestling.
Yuddhatiyuddham:Fighting at close quarters.
Drsti yuddham:Fixing oneds gaze on the enemy.
Musti yuddham:Boxing.

Bahu yuddham: A fight in which the arms of both the hands were
used.

Lata yuddham:Explained in the commentary thus: ““as a creeper
entwines the tree, in like manner a warrior entwines his opponent inwar.”’

Isu Sastram:The science of making arrows and certain legendary
missiles.

Tsarupravadam:The artin which the use of the sword handle figures
prominently. Apparently fencing is meant here.

Dhanurvedam:The science of archery.
Hiranyapaka, Suvarna:Wrought and unwrought gold.

Siitra khelam:Playing with threads, clothes (vatftha), and lotus stalks
(nali).

Patracehedyam:The art of cutting designs from leaves.
Katacchedyam:The art of making straw mats.
Sajivam-nirjivam:The art of giving and taking away life.
Sakunarutam:Prognostication based on the cries of birds.

A study of this list of seventy-two arts leaves one wondering
whether the courtesans could ever master these arts and in particular those
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with which they had nothing to do and which came strictly within the
purview of masculine skills. The proficiency of the courtesans in seventy-
two arts is, therefore, a mere convention and is merely intended to indicate
that they were highly cultured. Of the seventy-two arts, only writing or
painting, sculpture, dancing and singing, playing on various kinds of
musical instruments, gambling of several kinds, cooking and brewing
drinks, proficiency in certain forms of literary composition knowledge of
men and women, making of ornaments and cutting designs from leaves
and perhaps a few more could have been studied by the courtesans to
. Increase their professional prestige.
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