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Acaranga-Bhasyam

Acarya Mahaprajiia
CHAPTER-V
THE ESSENCE OF THE WORLD
SECTION-3

5.39 avamti keavamti loyamsi apariggahdvamti, eesu ceva
apariggahavamti.

The persons endowed with the virtue of non-possessiveness
are so on account of their non-clinging to the possessions.

Bhasyam Siitra 39

All those who are free from acquisitiveness are so only on
account of their being free from the sense of éminei-ness with
respect to worldly objects. It is possible to change the course of
life only by accepting the truth of non-possessiveness. In the
presence of clinging to the worldly things, the passions of
violence and falsehood are difficult of eradication. Only those
who do not accumulate fortune and have no clinging to it are
capable of practicing non-possessiveness.

5.40 socca vai mehavi, pamdiyanam nisamiyd. samiyae'
dhammo, ariehim pavedite.
The Jinas have propounded the law of equality.

Learning this law from the learned preceptor, the intelligent
aspirant should appreciate the truth.
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Bhasyam Siitra 40

The Jinas have propounded the law of equality. Having heard?
the law from the learned preceptor, the intelligent monk should properly
cultivate the law of equality.

The aspirations and ambitions disappear’ in a person cultivating
equality with respect to all creatures,* with respect to gain and.loss,’
pleasant and unpleasant situations. All virtues such as non-violence and
the like are rooted in the virtue of equality.

Comprised by the virtue of equality are all the three types of
equanimity,® namely, equanimity due to faith in the truth, due to learning
of the categories of truth & soul, non-soul, etc. & and due to practice of
the vows of non-violence etc.

5.41 jahettha mae samdhi jhosie, evamannattha samdhi dujjosie
bhavati, tamha bemi-no nihejja viriyam.

The manner in which I combinedly practised the trinity of
knowledge, faith and conduct is difficult to find elsewhere, and
therefore I enjoin that you should not conceal your capacity to
practise the discipline.

Bhasyam Siitra 41

‘Juncture' (samdhi) means the hole. It is identical with psychic centre
in the body. Or, the trinity of knowledge, faith and conduct is the spiritual
juncture. Lord Mahavira himself addresses the disciples thus: the juncture
that I discovered and followed through great exertion in the discipline
of non-absolutism, non-possessiveness and equality is difficult to discover
and follow in other disciplines that are infected by absolutism and
perverse possessiveness. Therefore do I say: one should not stifle or
suppress’ the power of exertion. By treading the path infected with the
perversity of possessiveness, one should not try to practise the aforesaid
trinity and destroy his energy. On the other hand he should not conceal
his energy in the practise of the trinity in the path endowed with non-
possessiveness and equality.
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The confirmation of this doctrine is available in the entire body of
the ninth chapter.

5.42 je puvvutthar no paccha-nivart. je puvvutthar, paccha-nivr.
je no puvvutthdrt, no pacchd-nivai.

There are people who exert themselves and do never slide
back. There are others who exert but slide back. There are others
who neither exert nor slide back.

Bhasyam Siitra 42

All persons arc not possessed of equal amount of energy on account
of diversity in the transformations that they are susceptible of. Their
diversity is exhibited here. There are people who are possessed of great
energy and do not slide back after having manifested their energy and
risen up. They follow the discipline for the whole life without break.
There are again pcople of feeble energy, who rise up but fall down
afterwards. They do not follow the discipline that they have adopted.
There are again some people who have not the capacity to follow the
law of non-violence. They neither rise up in the beginning nor fall down
in the end. They live engaged in their household affairs for the whole
life.?

5.43 sevi tabrisae siyd, je parinndya logamanussio.

Like the houscholder verily is the monk who slidesback to
worldly life after having renounced it before.

Bhﬁsyam Siitra 43

Even the monk resembles the householder, if, after having
renounced the worldly life slides back to it. The monk has three
tharacteristics: freedom from worldly ties, homelessness and depending
on alms. The houscholder, on the contrary, has the three: incurring
worldly bondage, domestic living and cooking food, all of which are
flue to possessivencss. Liven the monk, if he has possessiveness, is
susceptible of indulging in all these three activities of the householder.
The like of demarcation between a monk and a householder is that the
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former is free of possessiveness, whereas the latter, even though tebed
as a monk, is a householder.

5.44 eyam niyaya munina paveditam- iha anakamkhi pamdie anihe,
puvvava - rardyam jayamane, saya silam sampehde, suniya bhave
akame ajhamjhe.

Knowing this, the Lord has said, 'The learned monk, initiated
in the discipline of the Jina, should have faith in the commandment,
should not be overwhelmed by passions, should engage in study
and meditation in the first and last quarters of night, should be
steadfast in the vows, and remain aloof from desires and quarrels.'

Bhasyam Siitra 44

Knowing the varieties of the aspirant's moods, the Lord said: ‘One
should accept the commandment in the sermon of the Jina, keeping
perfectly detached from the body and the sensual objects. The wise,
that is, one who desists from sinful activities, should be uninfluenced by
the sensual objects and passions,’ being devoid of any affectionate bond.
He keeps striving (for spiritual excellence) in the first and last quarters
of the night.” ! \ ’

The expression 'keeps striving'!! stands for keeping awake in the
practice of the discipline, self-introspection, abstinence from sensual
objects, and the practice of the spiritual resolves. One should introspect
one's moral restraint which has many shades of meaning according to
the Ciirni : nature; eighteen thousand limbs of moral restraint; great vows;
ecstacy; inhibition of the senses; abstinence from violence in thought,
word and deed; subjugation of passions. '

Having listened to the discipline of non-possession which is most
excellent virtue in the world,"® one should be free from the lust and
disputes. Free from the lust means free from desires and hankerings.
Free from disputes means free from any controversy. When there is
perfection in the practice of non-attachment, there is passification of
dispute and anger automatically. The truth is that anger is rooted in
sensual desire.
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The present Sutra gives seven fundamental pripciples for the
stability of monkhood:

1] Love for knowledge and scriptural instruction.

2] Freedom from affectionate bond, that is, not succumbing to
the sensual objects and passions.

3] Spiritual striving at the first and last quarters of the night and
cultivation of self-awareness.

4] Contemplation on moral restraint such as observing the vows
controlling the senses; steadfastness in thought, word and deed; subsiding
anger, pride, deceitfulness and greed.

5] Listening to the precepts on principles of spiritual discipline
in life, such as knowledge, faith, good conduct etc.

6] Abandonment of desires.
7] Avoidance of disputes.
5.45 imeiomW cevo jdjjhbhi, kimW te jujjheio bojjhoo?

Fight with your internal karma-body. Why should you engage
in fight with external objects?

Bhasyam Siitra 45

The disciples asked: 'O Lord! in pursuance of the dictum 'one should
not conceal one's energy,' we are applying our energy without the least
concealment. But still then we are not able to uproot delusion. And,
therefore, we desire to hear something else in order to be able to get
what is the summum bonum in this world. In our mind there is a great
curiosity for the attainment of the summum bonum. We are prepared to
do whatever difficult task is necessary for its attainment. We can fight
even with the lion, we can give up our body even'. Having heard so, the
Lord replied : 'In accordance with the dictum 'what is being done is
done', what you have said has already been achieved by you. But one
need not fight with the lion for attaining the summum bonum; what is
needed is to fight with oneself’. On this occasion the Lord explained the
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meaning of fighting with the self. You should fight with the gross body
consisting of the sense and the mind an also with the karmic body. What
will you gain by external fighting with the lion? But if you are prepared
to give up our life for the sake of emancipation, then you should know
that

5.46 juddhbrihomW kholu dullaham.
Difficult indeed it is to get at the object worth the fight.
Bhasyam Siitra 46

‘The object worth the fight' is the gross body in the form of human
physique, which is difficult to get at. Therefore you should fight with it
till the old age does not intervene, disease does not grow up, and the
senses are not weakened.

5.47 johettho kusolehimW poriub-vivege bhbsie.

In the context of fight, the Lord expounded the wisdom of
comprehension and discrimination.

Bhasyam Siitra 47

In this context, the Lord has laid down the principles of wisdom of
comprehension as well as the power of discrimination. The weapons
called comprehension and discrimination are to be employed in the field
of spiritual fight."* By this means the summum bonum will be realized
in a special way. First of all, you should have a comprehensive
knowledge of soul and body and the knowledge of their true nature.
This is to be followed by discrimination. 'Discrimination’ means freedom
from the sense of 'mine'-ness. You should contemplate that this body is
not mine. By means of such discrimination, that is, the knowledge of
the separateness of soul and body, the predipositions of delusion will be
destroyed. Delusion is augmented by the cooperation with the body
that satisfies the involvement with the sensual and mental objects. The
delusion wither along with the non-cooperation with the body. Therefore,
you should practise discrimination between soul and body.

5.48 cue hu bble gobbhbisu rajjai.

L]
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The ignorant aspirant who has fallen from the religious
discipline finds himself entangled in the cycle of birth and death.

Bhasyam Sitra 48

The monk who falters even after attaining the very rare power of
discrimination which is the summum bonum of this life, instead of
engaging himself in the spiritual fight, falls down from the discipline
and entangles' himself in the cycle of entering the womb and the like. '
'‘And the like' means birth, death and suffering.

5.49 ossim ceyam povvuccoti, rBvomsi va chanamsi va.

In the discipline of the Jina, it is forcefully laid down that the
person indulging into the material objects and acts of violence
necessarily slides back from the spiritual path.

Bhasyam Siitra 49

In this sermon it is asserted that the person who finds interest in
material objects and violence, falls down from the discipline and roams
from birth to birth. 'Material objects’ means the object of the eye, or the
object of any other sense organs as well as all worldly things."”

5.50 se hu ege somWviddhopohe muiA, 6uchb lagamuvehamane.

Only the monk who looks at the world quite differently remains
steadfast on his own path.

Bhasyam Siitra 50

A person attached to the worldly objects thinks only about the
material objects as the most precious things in the world. A person
addicted to violence regards violence alone as the solution of all problems.
The approach of the sage is changed and consequently he looks at the
world of sensible objects and the world of violence in a different way.
He develops non-attachment to the material objects, and, appreciates
them as impermanent and a source of suffering in the end. Similarly, he
appreciates that violence is the root cause of all problems, and all suffering
is due to violence. The person who has understood this truth is the sage

Doy
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who has trodden the path. The implication is that such person never.
slides back from the accepted path.

5.51 iti kamam pariubyo, sovvoso sena himsati. samjomati no
pagabbhati.

Perfectly knowing the nature of karma in this manner, he does
not indulge in violence to any being. He controls his senses and
does not allow them to go astray.

Bhasyam Siitra 51

In this way, having comprehended the nature of karma and the
cause of karmic bondage, he does not indulge in any act of violence to
any class of living beings. The basis of non-violence is self-restraint.
Therefore, he restrains the activities of the senses and the mind. The
root of self-restraint is shame (external and internal) or self-discipline. A
person with shame (internal) does not commit any unworthy act even in
privacy. He is never arrogant.

5.52 uvehamano patteyam sayam.

The aspirant should closely comprehend that pleasure (and
pain) are of the individual himself.

Bhasyam Siitra 52

The basic truth that pleasure and pain are concerned exclusively
with the individual himself has been expounded in different ways in
this scripture.'® The dictum that pleasurable feeling is individual's own
renders support to the principles of non-violence and self-restraint.

5.53 vannaesi narabhe kamcanam savvaloe..

The monk should not perform anything in any field of life for
the sake of ostentation.

Bhasyam Siitra 53

'Ostentation'" means reputation. In search of reputation, one should
not indulge in anything in any field of life. As it has been said in the
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Dasavaikalika Siitra (9.4.6) : one should not undertake penance for the
sake of fame, reputation, eulogy and praise.

'Ostentation’ means beauty. One should not use emetic, purgative,
enema (oil), or wash hands and feet for the purpose of beautification.
'Field of life' means the environment or the body.’

5.54 egappamuhe vidisoppoiue, nivvinnocbrA orde poybsu.

Keeping the ultimate end in front, he should turn away from
perverse direction, be disgusted with the world and detached from
women.

Bhasyam Sutra 54

The aspirant should concentrate his mind exclusively on the self.*
His mind or attention should be directed exclusively to the self, and not
to anything else. The right faith, knowledge and conduct are the right
directions; anything else is perverse direction, for instance, the absolutistic
approach is a perverse view. The heretics' commandment supporting
violence are the perverse directions of knowledge; the sensual objects
and the passions are the perverse directions of the conduct. One should
swimingly cross these perverse directions by one's own efforts. Such
person should be endowed with the spirit of disgust. He should have
this disgust in respect of the things of the world, one's own relations and
also one's own body. One should not be enamoured of women.

5.55 se vasumam sava-samanndagaya-paiabieiam appdanenam
akaranijjam pavam kammam.

For the self-disciplined monk with all-comprehensive wisdom,
all kinds of sinful acts are worthy not worth while.

Bhasyam Sitra 55

An evil actis unworthy of being committed by the self-restrained
aspirant,” because of his all comprehensive wisdom. It is only the person
in whom all-embracing or truth-embracing wisdom has arisen will
consider all evil acts as unworthy of being perpetrated.
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5.56 tom 10 onnesim.
The aspirant should not pursue any evil act.
Bhasyam Sutra 56

A sinful activity is not worthy of being committed by the wise,
and therefore one should not pursue® a sinful end. One should not even
turn one's face towards it.

5.57 jam sammam ti pasaha, tam monam ti pasahda. jam monam
ti pasaha, tam sammam ti pasahd.

Look, that which is the righi: view is monkhood; that which is
monkhood is the right view,

Bhasyam Siitra 57

‘Monkhood' is self-restraint. 'Right view' (sammam) is right attitude.
From the transcendental viewpoint, the self-restrained person alone is a
person of right view.”* Concomitance between right view and self-
restraint has been demonstrated here. Here, by the word 'right view'
both right knowledge and right attitude have been accepted. It has also
been stated in the Cirni that where there is right attitude, there is
necessarily the right knowledge, and where there is right knowledge
there is necessarily the right attitude.?® Therefore both of them are right
view.

5.58 na imam sakkam sidhilehim addijjamanehim gunaahim
vamkasmayarehim pamattehim garamdavasamtehim.

This knowledge is not possible for the householders of weak
forbearance, saturated with affection, addicted to sensual objects,
of deceitful conduct, and non-vigilant.

Bhasyam Sutra 58

The monkhood is not possible for them who are unsteady in
penance and self-restraint, and are not possessed of forbearance; and
also for the persons who are drenched in affection, that is, attached to
their relations and the outfits; those who relish the sensual objects such
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as sound and the like, or consider them pleasurable; those who are of
crooked conduct and do not repent for the unseemly acts done by them;
those who are non-vigilant, that is, not enthusiastic about the religious
conduct; those who lead the householder's life; those who think that
there is no other station of life like the householder's.

The monkhood is possible only for those who are endowed with
forbearance, bereft of possessions, abstain from sensual objects, freed
from croockedness and non-vigilance, and capable of renouncing the
householder's life.

5.59 muni monam samayae, dhune kamma-sariragam.

Having attained this knowledge, the monk should shake off
his karma- body.

Bhasyam Sutra 59
See the Bhasyam Sitras 2.163-165.
5.60 pamtam liham sevamti, vira samattadamsino.

The courageous monk cultivating the view of equality live on
tasteless and rough food.

Bhasyam Siitra 60

Restraining consumption of food is a means to shaking off the
karma-body. Everybody is not capable of such restraint. Only the heroic
one, on account of their sufficient psychic power of stamina can do so.
A person without the attitude of equality to the agreeable and disagreeable
is also unable to do so. The equally disposed people alone can succeed
in such restraint and enjoy the stale, sapless food. In' the Ciirni, the
attitude of equality has been substituted by 'right vision’. The persons
with wrong vision not are capable of restraining their food habit.

5.61 esa ohamtare muni, tinne mutte virae viyahie. - tti bemi.

Such monk is designated as one who has crossed the flood of
birth and death, has passed over, is liberated and detached. - Thus
do I say.

Boyn
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Bhasyam Siitra 61

The monk described in these Siitras (160-164) is said to have

crossed the stream of life, gone to the other shore, liberated, and free
from attachment.

The crosser of the stream is so called because he has crossed the

stream of the habits and instincts produced by karma or the cycle of
worldly life.
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Acaranga Ciirni, p.175 : tattha silam sabhavo, attharasa va silam,
gasahassani silam, so sahusahavo. ahavb -
mahavratasamadhanam tathaivendriyasamvarah.
tridamdaviratitvam ca, ka§ayanam ca nigrah.

Acaranga Ciirni, p.175 : 1isbmiyatti ahigbro aiuyattati, evam
puvvaratta-avarattasamaesu logasbram josijjasi.

Battling within the Self is the same as battling against the karma
body and annihilating it. There are two primary weapons used in
this battle viz. discernment and forswearing i.e. first comprehend
and then discard. .
Forswearing is of many kinds, e.g. forswearing of possession i.e.
realization of separateness of the Self from possessions such as
money, family etc.

Forswearing of the body i.e. realization of separateness of the Self
from the body.

Forswearing of wrong notions i.e. realization of non-acquisitiveness
etc.

Forswearing of the karma-body i.e. realization of separateness of
the Self from the karma-body.

Aciaraga Ciirni, p.176 : rajjati va paccati va dajjhati va egahhha.

Ibid, p.176 : gabbhbtisu .dukkhavisesesu, te ya gabbhbti

pasavakomarajovvalamajjhimama-raiaiaragadukkhbvasbio

samsbrapavamco, ahavb gabbhajammamaraiaiaragadukkhesutti

etesu garbhbdisu dehavigappesu samsbravigappesu vm.

Acaranga Corni, p.176 : riivamsi va, r@vapradhdnavi aya tena

taggahanam, uktam ca -

caksusa casusa yena, visaya riipinissita.

ripapresthasca sarvepi, ripasya grahaiam tatah.

See 1.121,122; 2.22, 2.78; 5.24.

Acaranga Cirni, p.178 : vannijjati jena vanno, jam bhanitam -

tavasoyasamjamo eva ayajasi.

Ibid, p.178 : logo tiviho - uddhai, kayalogo va.

(a) Acaranga Cirni, p.178 : 'egappamuhe’ egam assa muham
egacitto - egamaio sarapadabhi-muho.

(b) Acaranga Vrtti, patra 192 : eko mokso' $asamalakalamkarahi-
tatvat samyamo va ragadvesahitatvat tatra pragatam mukham

yasya sa tatha, mokse tadupbye va dattaikadrshirna ka cana
paparambha-marabhetna iti.
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(c) Only a muni who keeps his eyes fixed on the Aim, can

circumvent all the barriers.

-The pledges for transcending the antagonizing forces are as

follows:

'T give up ighorance; I adhere to knowledge (i.e. self-knowledge).
T give up false belief; I adhere to the right belief.

T give up incontinence; I embrace self-discipline.’

Both attachment and sensuality lead one astray. One who
transcends the antagonizing forces becomes free from this

estrangement.

22. Acdranga Ciirni, p.179 : vasamti tammi gub iti vasu, tam ca vasum
dhaiam bhbve samjamo jassa atthi so vasumam.

23. Ciirnikrta 'annesim' iti padasya 'annesim' iti vyakhyanam krtam -
‘tanno annesim sayaiam kari-jja’ (Cirni, p.179).

1.

Acaranga Ciirpi, p.179 : iicchayalayassa jo carittA so
sammadihhhA.

(a) Ibid, p.179 : 'jam sammattam tatthaiilyama nanam, jattha

‘napam tattha piyama sammattam, ato tadubhayamavi

sammattam'.

(b) From the pragmatic point of view, knowledge and conduct
are distinct from each other. But from the point of view of ultimate
truth, they are not poles apart. The culmination of Right
Knowledge and Spiritual Experience is Right Conduct (i.e. self-
discipline or asceticism). The aim of the aphorism is to underline
the fact that self-discipline is the sum and substance of Right
Knowledge. How can knowledge which is not conducive to self-
discipline remain Right and Proper unto the last? The purport of
the author here is to elucidate the unity of Right Knowledge and
Right Conduct. According to him, Right Knowledge implies
existence of Right Conduct, and vice-versa. We can infer the
existence of one from the other.

Another Sanskrit equivalent of the word samma can be ‘samya’
(besides samyak). This interpretation which means equanimity
is very relevant here. If we choose this interpretation, the present
sitra can be translated thus:

See! What is equanimity is asceticism; and what is asceticism is
equanimity.
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ANEKANTAVADA AND LANGUAGE

16

S.R. Banerjee

I. Anekanta

The Jaina theory of anekantavada is a distinctive
contribution to Indian philosophical thought. It examines the
many sidedness of Reality or manifoldness of truth. It is virtually
connected with the examination of Reality. Reality, according
to the Jains, is permanent in the midst of changes. As anekanta
basically determines the nature of Reality, let us define first what
Reality is. Reality, according to Umasvati, is described as-

'Utpdda—vyaya—dhrauvya-yuktam sat (TS.V.30)

‘Existence is characterised by origination, disappearance
(destruction) and permanence’ (S.A. Jain).

It is a permanent reality in the midst of change of
appearance and disappearance. This conception of Reality is
peculiar to Jainism. As existing reality in order to maintain its
permanent and continued process must necessarily undergo
change in the form of appearance and disappearance, it seems
to us a paradox at the beginning. But a closer analysis and minute
observation will help us to appreciate the significance of this
description of Reality. For example, let us look at the seed or a
plant. When the seed is planted in the soil it must necessarily
break the shell and sprout out. This is the first step in its attempt
to grow, Then the sprouting seed further undergoes change and
some portion of it comes out seeking the sunlight and another
goes down into the soil, will undergo enormous changes into

] I WS 3 139



the root system. Similarly, the portion that sprouts up intg the air and
sunlight will also undergo enormous changes of sprouting out in tendrils
and leaves finally resulting in branches and stem of the plant all engaged
in the task of procuring nourishment with the help of sunlight. At every
stage thus we find change, the old leaves being shed off and the new
sprouts coming in. This seems to be the general law of Nature. The life
of the seed does never die; it lives even though it is bemg constantly
changed and this is what is sat.

What is true of a plant is also true with regard to the basic or
fundamental things of Nature. The Jain conception of Reality is different
from the other Indian philosophers. Some philosophers would only
emphasize permanency as the nature of Reality, while of others would
emphasize change alone as the characteristic of Reality. The one-sided
emphasis either on permanency or change is rejected by Jain thinkers.
They consider this system as anekanta, a system which clings to a partial
aspect of Reality. So the Jains call their own system as Anekantavada,
i.e., asystem of philosophy which maintains that Reality has multifarious-
aspects and that a complete comprehension of such a nature must
necessarily take into consideration all the different aspects through which
Reality manifests itself. Hence the Jaina Darsana is also called
anckaintavada often translated ‘Indefiniteness of Being’, It tells us that
any material thing continues for ever to exist as matter. and this may
assume any shape and quality, Thus mrttika (clay) as a substance may
be regarded as permanent, but the form of a jar of clay (ghata-patadi) or
its colour, may come into existence and perish.

1. A lecture delivered on the 24th May 2002 at India International
Centre organised by Jain Vishva Bharati Institute. Ladnun. Rajasthan.

That a substance may assume different forms is illustrated by two
verses from Aptamimamsa (also quoted by Mallisena in his
Syadvadamarijari). The verese relates the story of a certain king who
had a son and a daughter. Out of gold, the daughter got a jar made of
gold, whereas the prince got a crown also made of gold. This act of the
king displeased the daughter, whereas the prince was pleased; but the
king was neutral being the possessor of so much gold whether in the
form of a jar or of a crown. The verse in question runs thus:
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ghata - mauli - suvarnarthi nasotpada-sthitisvayam /
Soka - pramoda - madhyasthyam jano yati sahetukam //
[Apt. Mi. 59]
Similarly, to illustrate utpada. vinasa and dhrauvya, there is another
story which says - '
payovrato na dadhyatti, na payoi tti dadhivratah/
agorasavrato nobhe tasmdt vastu trayatmakam //
' [Apt. Mi. 60]
The verse says that *he who has vowed to live on milk does not
take curds; he who has vowed to live on curds docs not take milk; he
who has vowed to live on food other than supplied by a cow takes
neither milk nor curds’ - so a substance has three qualities.

So Anekantavida describes the nature of a substance (dravya).
Anta means paksa or koti or dharma, another side of a substance. In
analysing a substance, it is observed that it has, at least, two aspects. In
one sense a permanent substance is an anta (one side) and anityatva is
also an anta (another side). Nagarjuna in his Madhyamika-karika says-

astiti ndstiti, ubhe pi anta

Suddhi asuddhiti ime, pi anta/

tasmad ubhe ante vivarjayitva

madhye pi sthanam prakaroti panditah //

In his opinion. existence and non-existence, purity and impurity
all are distinctive features of a substance. And this is anta or dharma.

From the above it can be said that in an anekdantavada, the nature of
contradictory features of a substance is described. If there is no mutual
contradictory features, then it is not described by anta. In the Upanisad a
substance is considered as only permanent, the Buddhists consider the
existence of a substance as transitory. But only the Jains think that a
substance (dravya) is both permanent and transitory. When it is nitya
(permanent), it is a dravya (substance), and when it is anitya (transitory),
itis called paryaya. The description of a substance in the fonn of drarya
and prayadya is the basic tenet of anekantavada. Umasvati defines dravva
thus:

guna-paryaya-vat dravyam (TS. V 3R)
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‘A substance is that which has qualities and modes.’

On the basis of the commentary Sarvarthasiddbit his definition
can be explained thus. The basic idea is that in a substance the qualities
and modes exist. The qualities of a substance are always associated
with the substance (dravya). But the modes arc not always associated
with dravya. Pujyapada says-’ That which makes distinction between
one substance and another is called a quality, and the mollification of a
substance is called a mode. A substance is associated with these two.
Further, it is of inseparable connection and permanent. ‘The qualities
are the distinguishing features of a substance and the lack of qualities
would lead to intermixture confusion of a substance.

When this definition is applied to soul and matter, the distinguishing
features are clear to understand. Soul has the quality of consciousness,
while matter has not got it. So. ‘souls are distinguished from matter by
the presence of qualities, such as, knowledge, while matter is
distinguished from souls by the presence of form (colour) etc. Without
such distinguishing characteristics. there can be no distinction between
souls and matter’. So knowledge and conciousness are the qualities
always associated with souls, whilc forms; i.e. colour etc. are associated
with matter.

The Relativity of Knowledge:

_ The Anekanta teaches us the principle of the relativity of
knowledge, which is an important contribution to the domain of truth.
An example of this partial truth is found in the Udanasiitra of the Pali
canon as well as in philosophical treaties of the Jains. This is the story of
the Parable of the Blind Men and the Elephant’ (popularly known as
andha-gaja-nyaya). There were certain blind men who experienced an
elephant, and when they were asked to describe the elephant, each of -
them described the elephant in accordance with the experience they had
with regard to the limbs of the elephant which they happened to have
felt. Each one is right with regard to their experiences of the blind men.
but they arc not the whole truth. The Udanasiitra says -

imesu kira sajjamti eke samana-brahmana /
Viggaha narh vivadariti jana ekanga-dassino //
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Here the ekangadassino indicats those blind men who see only a.,
single limb of the elephant.

This simple story indicates that the truth or the pathways of Reality
can be investigated from the different angles of vision. This simple story
also indicates the manysidedness of Truth, the multiple nature of Reality.

Though the Jains are the pioneers in their theory of relativity, the
Buddhists as well as the Sanskrit writers arc not completely devoid of
this principle and the consistency of contradictories. The andha-gaja-
nydya found in almost all the systems of Indian philosophy shows that
the possibility of a partial truth of apparent contradictories is
acknowledged by all the systems of philosophy. But the Jains say that
their philosophy only visualises the whole truth (sakaladesa), while the
other systems only possess the broken truth (vikaladesa). These two
contradictories are the essence of anekantavada. 1t is a fact worth noting
that though the two sects. i.e. Svetimbaras and Digambaras, differ in
many respects, but with regard to the theory of relativity they are not.
For the origin of the concept of anekanta, the Svetambara canons can
help very little. though one or two references are found.

As far as the development of anekantavdda is concerned, it can be
said that it is not very old. Though there arc some glimpses here and
there in the Jain canonical literature, the real development did not start
from the Sth century A.D. when the Svetambara Jain canonical literature
was codified finally. In the Bhagavatisiitra the process of anekdantavada
is hinted in the form of syadvada. The author of ‘Nayacakra’ says -

sarva-nayanam jina-pravacanasyaiva nibandhanatvat kim asya
nibandhanam iti ced ucyate. Nibandhanam casya. ‘aya bhante
ndane anndne (= atma jnanam ajiianam) iti svami Gautama-
svamind prsto vyakaroti Godama nane niyama ato jiianam
niyamad atmani jiandasyanya-vyatirekena vrttadarsandit
aydapuna siya nane siya anndne.’

‘All the sermons of the Jina is the source of nydya (logic), then

what is the necessity of this’? The necessity of this doctrines rests in the
knowledge and ignorance of Self is the answer when asked by
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Gautamasvami. So, Gautama the rule is knowledge. This one is for
both knowledge and ignorance.?"

In the passage of the Bhagavatisitra mentioned above, there is a
germ of syadvada. The passage further says -

Goyama appano aditthe aya, parassa aditthe no aya tadubhayassa
aditthe avvattavvam atda ti ya no ata ti ya iti.

If you ask, Gautama, then soul is, in other sense, the soul does not
exist; butif both are asked, it is inexpressable - soul can be explained in
both ways.*"

As far as we know this is the earliest references to syadvada; but in
this conception there arc only three propositiuns which can be rendered
as asti (affirmation). nasti (negation) and avaktavya (indescribability)*
Gradually, in course of time, these three original propositions came to
be known as mitlabhariga, particularly when the syavada developed
into seven fold propositions in the Pravafianasara and Paficastikdya -
Kundakunda belonging to the 1st or 2nd century A.D.

In his commentary also Devanandi has only mentioned three
propositions which are sat (affirmation), asat (denial) and avaktavya
(indescribability) and not the sevenfold propositions as described by
late logicians.

Among the other Jaina Agama texts, in the Siatrakrtanga Niryukti,
the reference to the Syadvada is found.

After the period of canonical speculation, came the age of
systematization in the 1st or 2nd century A.D. This is the age of Umasvati
and Kundakunda. Umasvati (1st or 2nd century A.D.) makes no mention
of the Syavada, and not to speak of its seven propositions. In his
Tattvartha-sitra (V. 32). he, for the first time, refers to the principle of
Relativity or Anekanta in his sttra.

arpitanarpita-siddheh (TS.V.32)

which means- ‘ the contradictory views are established (arpita)
from different points of view.” Piijyapada Devanandi or Jinendrabuddhi
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(bet. 5th and 7th centuries A.D) in his commentory Sarvarthasiddhi en
the Tattvarthasitra comments on this sutra thus (translated by S. A.
Jain. see p. 157-158):

‘Substances are characterised by an infinite number of attributes.
For the sake of use or need, prominence is given to certain characteristics
of a substance from one point of view. And prominence is not given to
other characteristics, as these arc of no use or need at that time. Thus
even the existing attributes are not expressed, as these are of secondary
importance (anarpita). There is no contradiction in what is established
by these two points of view. For instance, there is no contradiction in
the same person Devadatta being a father, a son, a brother, a nephew
and so on. For the points of view are different. From the point of view
of his son he is a father, and from the point of view of his father he is a
son. Similarly, with regard to his other designation. In the same manner
substance is permanent from the point of view of general properties.
From the point of view of its specific modes it is not permanent. Hence
there is no contradiction. These two, the general and the, particular,
somehow, are different as well as identical. Thus these form the cause
of wordly intercourse. '

A question is raised. That which exists is governed by the doctrine
of manifold points of view (relative pluralism). Therefore, it is proper
that molecules arc formed from matter by division and union. But there
is this doubt. Are molecules of two atoms and so on formed by mere
union. or is there any peculiarity? The reply is this. When there is union
of actions, these atoms arc transformed by combination in one object.
which is a molecule. I fitis so, what is it that certain atoms combine and
certain others do not, though all of them are of the nature of matter?
Though the atoms are not different as far as their nature as matter is
concerned, combination is established on the basis of capacity derived
from the effect of mutual differences among infinite modes’ .

Butin the Pravacana-sara and in the Paficastikdya of Kundakunda
(2nd A.D.), the sevenfold propositions came into existence.

In the Golden age of Jain philosophy (bet. 6th and 10th centuries
A.D.), we have two outstanding pioneers on Jain philosophy, Siddhasena
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Divakara (a Svetambara and Samantabhadra (a Digambara), both
belonged to 6th and 7th centuries A.D. Siddhasena Divakara's two works,
namely, Nyayavatara and Sammati-tarka commented by Siddharsi (10th
century AD.) and Abhayadevasiiri (10th century AD.) respectively, are
famous Jain logical tcxts. Samantabhadra (also belonging to the same
period) wrote Apta-mimamsa in which the Jainistic philosophy of
Syddvada was explained; -

In this age belonged Haribhadra Sari (705-775 AD) whose
Saddarsana-samuccaya is a famous book where brief discussions of
the different systems of Indian philosophy are described. In fact, as far
as I know, Haribhadra Suri's Anckantajayapataka edited by H.R.
Kapadia (Baroda 1947) is perhaps the first book where the problem of
anekanta philosophy is explained.

In the same period (i.e in the later part of the Xth century) also
belonged Bhatta Akalanka or Akalankadeva who wrote the Tattvarha-
rajavarttika on the Tattvarthadhigama -sitra of Umasvati, and Astasati,
a commentary on Samantabhadra's Apta-mimdmsa, Nydyaniscaya,
Tatrvartha-varttika-vyakhyanalankdara and numerous others.

Two other famous authors also belonged to this golden age. And
they are - Vidyanandi (belonging to the early part of the 9th century
AD.) and Manikyanandi (also belonging to the 9th century AD.).
Vidyanandi (a Digambara) wrote a commentary entitled Astasahasri
on the Astasati of Akalankadeva and Tattvartha-varttika; whereas
Manikyanandi (another Digambara of the 9th cent. A.D.). wrote his
famous Pariksamukha on Jain Logic.

In the last period of Jain philosophy (bet. 11th and 15th centuries
A. D.), there developed the Jain philosophy on the syddvada. Two
contemporary authors - Devasiiri (1086-1169 A. D.) and Hemacandra
(1088-1172 A. D.) - are the pioneers on the idea of syadvdda., Devasiiri
wrote Pramadna-naya-tattvalokalarnkdara and its commentary
Syadvadaratndkara. The prolific writer Hemacandra has two famous
works called Anya-yoga-vyavacchedika-dvatrimsika and Pramana-
mimamsa which are the landmarks on Jain philosophical texts.
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So also Ratnaprabhasiri and Mallisena. Ratnaprabhasuri (XIth
A.D.) wrote Syadvada-ratnakara-varttika which was a shorter
commenttary on the Syadvada-ratnakara.

Mallisena (1292 AD.) is the author of the Syadvadamanjart which
is a commentary on Anya-yoga-Vyavacchcdika-dvatrimsika of
Hemacandra.

In the decadent period of this age we have Maladhari Rajasekhara
(1348 A.D.), Jiianacandra (1350 A.D.) and Gunaratna (1409 A.D).

Akalankadeva (8th Cent. A.D.) in his Nyayaviniscaya defines
anekanta thus:

upayogau srutasya dvau syadvada-naya-samjiitau /
syadvadah sakaladeso nayo vikala-sankaya //

anekatmakartha-kathanam syadvadah yatha pudgalah dharmo
dharma akasah kala iti. tatra jivo jiana-darsana-viryasukhair
asadharanaih amiirttatva-sarkhyata-pradesatva-suksmatvaih sattva-
prameyatva gurulaghutva-dharmatva-gunitvadibhih sadharanaih
anekantah tasyajivasyadesat pramanam syadvadah.’

In a very modern book entitled Jaina-siddhanta-dipika of
Ganadhipati Tulsi, anekanta is defined in a lucid way as -

samanya-visesa-sadasan-nityanitya-
vacyacya-dyanekantatmakam ( X. 29)

i. e., ‘(The cognizable object is) universal-cum-particular, existent-
cum-non-existent, eternal-cum-noneternal, expressible-cum-non-
expressible and is thus indeterminate (in terms of formal contradiction).

Satkari Mukherji and Nathmal Tantia in their notes (PP I XX- X9)
have explained the sutra thus.

‘Anekdnta means not ekanta. Anta literally means end or extreme.
Thus 'being’ is one extreme and ‘non-being’ is the other extreme of
predication. This also holds good of eternal and non-eternal, and so on,
which are given in formal logic as contradictories. According to pure
logic, these oppositions are exclusive of one another and they cannot be
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combined in anyone substratum. The opposition is absolute and
unconditional. This may be called the absolutistic logic. The Jaina is a
non-absolutistic, and so also all philosophers like the Samkhya, the
Vaisesika, the Mimarmsa and the non-monistic schools of Vedanta are
non-absolutistics in as much as they do not believe in the absolute
opposition of the logical extremes e.g, being and non-being, eternal and
non-eternal, and so on. According to the Jainas, opposition is
understandable only in the light of experience. We know that light and
darkness are opposed, because we do not see them together. No apriori
knowledge of such opposition is possible, Accordingly the non-absolutist
contends that if being and non-being are found together, and this finding
1s not contradicted by subsequent experience. We must conclude that
there is no opposition between them. In other words, one is not exclusive
of the other. We have seen a jar existing in its place and not existing in
another. Existence and non-existence are thus both predicable of the
jar. The concept or change or becoming involves that a thing continues
and maintains its identity in spite of its diversity of qualities. The unbaked
jar is black, becomes red when baked and yet continues as the jar. The
Jaina thus maintains in strict conformity with the dictates of experience,
that all reals are possessed of a nature which is not determinable in the
light of formal logic. Everything is eternal as substance, but perishable
qua modes. The Jaina does not consider the Naiyayika to be sound
logically when he makes substance and modes different entities which,
however, are somehow brought together by arelation calleds amavaya
(inherence). But inherence as an independent relation is only a logical
makeshift which will not work.’

In the end we can thus sum up the entire discussion about anekdanta
in the succint language of Acarya Mahaprajna who in his book Anekanta
in Hindi (translated into English by Mrs Sudhamahi Regunathan in the
name or Anekanta the third Eye) has said that our life is based on opposing
pairs. The English translation says -

‘Anekanta has one rule: co-existence of opposites. Not only is
existence in pairs, they have to be opposing pairs. In the entire world of
nature, in the entire universe or existence, opposing pairs exist. If there
is wisdom there is ignorance. If there is vision. there is lack of it. If there
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is happiness then there is sadness too. If there is loss of consciousness,
there is awakening. If there is death. there is life. There is the auspicious
and the inauspicious. High and low. The disturbed and the undisturbed.
There is gaining of strength and the loss of it.” (pp 4-5)

II Language

Having thus described the fundamental basic conception of
anekanta which really emphasises the manysidedness of truth, or to put
it in a different way, looking at a substance (dravya) from its positive
and negative aspects, I now pass on to apply the doctrine of Anekanta
to the epistemological problem of language which consists of sentences
and their meanings.

Various schools of Indian philosophy, the Sanskrit grammarions
and rhetoricians have devoted much time to the linguistic problem of
meaning. In order to ascertain the meaning of word(s) in a sentence,
they have speculated various semantic aspects of language. The
rhetoricians have defined a sentence thus:

vakyam syad yogyata kanksa satti-yuktah padoccayah
(SD.ILD)

‘A sentence is a collection of words (padoccayah) possessing
(yuktah) compatibility (yogyah), expectancy (Gkariksa) and juxta-position
or proximity (asatti),

Compatibility (yogyatd) means the absence of absurdity in the
mutual relation of the things denoted by the words. A sentence like
payasa sificati has compatibility because water has the fitness, owing to

its liquidity which is necessary for sprinkling. But a sentence like vahnina
sificati has no compatibility, since fire lacks liquidity which only can
make a thing an instrument in the act of sprinkling. If it were held thata
mere collection of words can make a sentence even in the absence of
compatibility then such a collection of words as vahnina sificati would
be a sentence; but no one would say that the above is a proper sentence,
even though grammatically there is no defect in the sentence.

- Expectancy (akarksa) is another condition of a sentence. Absence
of the completion of the sense will not make a sentence, Mere saying
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gauh asvah, purusah etc. will not make a sentence, because those,words
will create curiosity in the listener's mind to complete the sense. But if
we say that asvah dhavati, the curiosity of the listener will go away. If
there is any desire (jijfiasa) in the mind of a listener to know something
about the sentence, then that sentence is not a sentence. So the examples
given above will not constitute a sentence, because, they lack one of the
requisities of a sentence which is expectancy (akariksa).

‘Juxtaposition (asatti) is the absence of a break in the apprehension
of what is said; i.e., the presentation of things without the intervention
of time or other unconnected things’ (Kane, SD. p 35).

In the Bhasa-paricchcda, asatti is defined as -
avyavadhanena padajanya-padértkopastkitih ‘

i.e., the knowledge of the meaning of words resulting from the
words being heard without any long pause (between the several words).

To conclude it can be said that’ a sentence is made up by the
combination of several notions and it is therefore necessary that the
impression made by each word should remain fresh untill this combination
1s effected. If we utter the two words gam and anaya at the interval of
some hours, no sense will be apprehended. It is not absolutely necessary
that the words must be uttered together. In a printed book we have no
utterance and yet we apprehend the sense because the words occur in
Juxtaposition.” (Kane, SO. p 35). So these three i.e., yogyata, akarksa
or sarinidhi are said to be the causes of the knowledge of the meaning
of a sentence (vakyartha jnana).

At a later stage, Tatparya is also added to the conception of a
sentence. In the Parama-laghu-marijisa of Nagesabhatta (17th century
A.D.), tatparya is also included in the definition of a sentence.

Sabdabodha-sahakari-karanani-akanksa-yogyatda, satti tatparyani

Tatparya is another element which is the cause in helping the
meaning of a word. ‘

The rhetorician Visvanatha says that in considering compatibiltity
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and expectancy, the words atma and artha are to be construed,
respectively with agkanksa and yogyata respectively.

tatrd'kdnkg‘d—yogyatayor atmartha-dharmat ve pi padoccayat
' dharmatvam upacarat (Vrtti under SD. IL.1).

Although expectancy is a property of the soul and compatibility is
an attribute of things, both of them are spoken of in the text as the
properties of a collection of words in a secondary sense. (Kane, SD. p.
35)

Akansa literally means ‘a desire to know’. Desire does not inhibit
in the words. nor in the sense. Desire is the property of the listener. So
akansa is atmadharmo. yogyata really subsists in the thing as signified
by the words. Words and things are closely connected. Asatti is an
attribute of words when one utters the words in juxtaposition. the
meaning is conveyed.

Having defined a sentence which is a collection of words, it is
now time to define a word.

varnah padam prayogarhan anvitaikartha-bodhakah

‘ a word means letters so combined as to be suited for use, not in
logical connection, conveying a meaning and only one meaning.’

The use of the word prayogarha snited for use’ means that the
crude form of a word (pratipadika) is not regarded as a word. Unless
the words are inflected, they are not considered word to be used .in a
sentence.

The words 'not in logical connection' means that the combination
of letters are not logically connected though the combination of letters
gives the meaning of words logically.

Having defined a word as ‘combination of words conveying a
sense’, it is now necessary to know the nature of meaning of a word. As
far as the semantics of a word is concerned, the meaning of a word can
be basically divided into three categories. They are:




Sabda

1
abhidha laksana vyanjana

— 1 R
vacaka vacyartha laksana laksyartha vyanjaka vyangyartha
(mukhyartha,
Sakyartha,
abhideyartha)
I I | 1 1
yaugika ridha yogaradha gauni Suddha
(kusala) (kusala) (pankaja) and so on

This picture gives us the idea of the basic meanings of a word.
Abhidha is the expressed or conventional meaning of a word. i.e. the
meaning as conveyed by the direct signification of a word: itis, in fact,
the dictionary meaning of a word. Mukulabhatta (last quarter of the 9th
cent. A.D.) in his work Abhidha-vrtti-matrka calls abhidha as
mukhydrtha. When the principal meaning of a word is indicated.
Mukulabhatta terms it mukhya. The grammarians call it Sakyartha and
abhidheyartha, because the first meaning of words is given in the
dictionary; it is Sakya, because it gives that meaning which the word
conveys (Sakya); and because the meaning is given in the dictionary
(abhidhana), it is called abhidheyartha.

This abhidha is of three kinds - yaugika, riidha and yogariidha.
When a word gets its meaning from its derivation (i.e. root + sufficial
meaning), the word is termed as yaugika word.: e.g: kartani doer. When
aword recejves its meaning other than what is expressed by its derivative
‘meaning, it is called riidhi words. e.g: kusala meaning 'expert’, and not
‘one who collects grass.” The derivative meaning (=kusam lati dadati
va iti kusalah) is not prominent here, particularly when we say karmani
kusalah ‘'expert in work.' The yogaridha word is a combination of
yaugika and ridha, and therefore it has the significance of both, but the
meaning refers to a third one. e.g. pafikaja.

 Laksana indicates the figurative meaning of a word (laksyartha).
By laksana a new meaning of a word is indicated along with the principal
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or current meaning of a word. How the meaning of laksand is aquired,
is very well explained by Amareshwar Thakur in his Introduction (at p.
28 to the Kavyaprakasa of Mammata (bet. 1050 and 1100 A.D.):

‘When the current meaning is barred by incompatibility and another
meaning connected with the current meaning (vacydrtha) comes to be
attached to the word either through usage (radhi = prasiddhi or
prayogavaha) or for a special purpose (prayojana) then the function (
vrtti) by which this new meaning is presented is called laksanda.

Two examples are given for laksana: one is karmani kusalah
‘expert in work' and the other is garigayam ghosah resides in the Ganges.i
Here in karmani kusalah the primary meaning of kusla 'a collector of
kusa grass' (kusam lati iti) is barred by its figurative meaning expert-
which meaning has come from the primary meaning as a gatherer of
kusa grass, because the gathering of kusa requires discrimination, and
as a result, secondary meaning 'expert' is sanctioned by usage. In the
second example, garigayar ghosah, the primary meaning river is barred,
because a ghosa (a village of cowherds) can not reside in the river.
Naturally, the meaning of the Ganga will be garigdtata the bank of the

Ganges.’

Vyariijand directly means the 'power of suggestion.' Vyarigartha,
therefore, means 'a suggested or implied meaning of a word.'

The implied meaning of a word is that meaning which gives rise to
another meaning to be understood by persons inundated with the qualities
of a genius. This vyarigartha meaning depends upon (i) the speaker, (ii)
the person spoken to, (iii) intonation of a language, i.e. the change of
voice indicating emotions, (iv) the sentence, (v) the expressed meaning,
(vi) the presence of another person, (vii) context, (viii) place and (ix)
time. All the suggested meaning which gives rise to another meaning is
conveyed by words which brought before the mind and so words
constitute a contributing factor for the suggestion of the meaning.

-Even though these three are the powers of a word, the inner power
of a word is vrtti (function) or sakti (power) or sartketa (convention). It
should bg noted that each word in every language has a power to convey
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a particular sense. That power of a word is to be grasped from the
convension. ‘When a man ascertains that a particular word has a
convention in respect of a particular sense, then only does he recognise
the power of the word to express that particular sense’ (Kane, S D. p. 39).

How can we acquire the meaning of a word? Vi§vanatha Tarkapafi
canana (16th century A.D.) has given an indication to that effect in the
Bhasa-pariceheda thus: '

Saktigraham vyakaranopamana-kosapta-vydakyad vyavahdaratasca/
vakyasya Sesdd vivrte vadanti sannidhyatah siddha-padasya vrddhah /
This verse tells us the conception of verbal testimony in the
following cases.

1. Vyakarana: We learn from grammar the meanings of roots
and suffices and the relation of words in a sentence;

2. Upamana: In some cases the meaning of a word can be
ascertained by means of similarity or comparison;

3. Kosa : We know the meaning of a word, both synonyms
and antonyms, from a dictionary;

4.  Aptavakya: We often get the meaning of a word from the
usage of a higher authority;

5. Vyavahara: We get the meaning of a word from the practical
use of a word;

6. VakyaSesa: Literally, vikyasesa means 'the end or rest of
the passagd i.e. it means the context. From the context the
meaning of a word comes out, e.g., in the Vedic passage
aktah sarkard upadadhati, the exact meaning of aktah is
ghrta which is understood from the context (teja vai ghrtan).
In the Parva Mimarnsa ([.4 2a) this idea is expressed by
sandigdhesu vakyasesat).

7. Vivrta: From explanation sometimes we can get the meaning
of a-word; e.g., rasala means amra, ‘mango’.

8.  Siddhapadasya Vrddhah : Sometimes the meaning of a word
~ may be gathered from the utterances of well-known people.
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Although we have different ways by which we acquire the meanting
'of a word, the problem is still shrouded in obscurity. P. V. Kane in his
SD, has explained this phenomenon in the following manner:

‘When a child begins to learn a language, he first understands the
meaning of words in a lump and not of each word separately. When he
hears the direction 'bring a cow' addressed by one old man to another,
and sees a cow drought by the man, he understands that the direction
meant the bringing of a body with a dewlap etc. He then has no distinct
idea of the meaning of the two words gam and anaya. Afterwards he
hears two sentences ‘tie the cow’ and 'bring the horse' and sees the cow
fastened and the horse brought. He finds that in the former of the
sentences, a portion, namely gam, is common to the sentence gam anaya,
but another portion (Gnaya) is omitted and something else inserted
(badhana). As in the case of both the-sentences (gdm dnaya and gam
badhana)the same body was dealt with, he naturally associates the portion
gam with the body (cow). Thus he ascertains that the word go has a
convention in respect of cow. The ascertainment of the convention leads

him to understand that the primary meanmg of the word go is cow.” (pp.
39-40) ]

Tatparya says that every sentence must have a meaning which is
intended to be conveyed by a sentence. If the hearer understands that
intended meaning, the purpose is served. But in the following verse
speaker’s intention and normal significance are different. The verse says.

kim gavi gotvam kim agavi ca gotvam,

yadi gavi gotvam mayi na hi tattvam/
yadi agavi ca gotvarm yadi vadasi tvam,
bhavati bhavan eva samam eva gotvam//.

‘Does cowness reside in cow only, or can cowness reside in non-
cow'? If cowness resides in cow only, then it does not reside in me; but
if you say that cowness lies in non-cow also; then cowness may be
equal in you and in me as well.’ “

Here the intention of the speaker is to say that cowness resides in
cow only; and so to say that you behave like a cow is contradictory. It
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can be taken as an example of gauni laksana . The qualities residing in
a bull, such as jddya (senselessness) and mandya (dulness), are
transferred to a man. The word go primarily means the jati gotra, and as
the qualities senselessless and dulness are associated with the bull. the
transference of these qualities is indicated in man. The manysidedness
of the meaning of go can be looked upon on the basis of anekanta.

In a similar way, in the following example the contradictory
position of words makes the sentence double entendre:

ma yahityapamangalarm vraja sakhe snehena sinyam vacas
tisheti prabhutd yatharuci kurusvaisa pyudasinata/
no jivami vind tvayeti vacanam sambhavyate va na va.
tan mam Siksaya natha yat samucitam vaktum tvayi prasthite//

‘(fI'say) don't proceed it will be inauspicious; wander, my friend,
my word will sound empty without any affection; stay (on) looks like
commanding; do as you wish, will also mean indifferent; if I say I shall
not be able to live without you, may or may not be liked by you; therefore,
my lord, teach me what is to be told at the time of your departure?’

The verbal forms like yati. vraja, tistha, kurusva have a special
suggested meaning other than the lexicographical sense. The root ya
does not simply mean 'go’, it has a special sense ‘proceed’ 'set out', for a
jouney. The imperative indicates the idea of prohibition strengthtened
by the particle ma. Similary, vraja does not mean mere going or
proceeding, it gives the idea of wandering. Lexicographically wander
implies the absence of a fixed course or more or less indifference to a
course that has been fixed or otherwise indicated” (Webster's Dictionary
of Synonyms, 1942). The imperative gives the idia of wishes. tistha 'stay
(on)' stresses continuance in a place’ and so it implies the non-movement
of aperson. The imperative also implies 'command'. Finally, of the series
of actions comes the verb kurusva which normally means ‘do whatever
you like’. This verb is used in a general notion.

The positive aspects of all these verbs have a negative side also.
The implied sense of this passage, in the eye of anekanta, reflects the
dialema of the situation which will debar the husband from taking any
decision for going. This is the implied sense of the passage.
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The combination of sounds (or letters varnah) will give us infinite
number of meanings. In the following verse the one letter n in
combination with the same letter » gives us a good sense. The verse in
question is not really meant for alliteration, but is meant for showing the
infinite power of sound combination. The verse says -

na nOnanunno RUNNORO HANd nananand nanu/
nunno nunnanno nanunneno nanend nunnanunnanut// (Kr XV. 14)

‘No man is he who is wounded by a low man; no man is the man
who wounds a low man, oye of divine aspect; the wounded is not
wounded if his master is unwounded; nor guiltless is he who wounds
one sore wounded.’ [translated by A. B. Keith, A Hi~tOlY of Sanskrit
Literature, Oxford, 1920, p 114.]

Deep Structure, Surface Structure and Transformation®

Tatparya can be equated with the deep structure, surface structure
and transformation of the modern linguistic theory.

It is normally said that sentences of all languages must have a deep
structure and a surface structure. The deep structure gives the meaning
of a sentence, while the surface structure gives the form of a sentence as
itis used in communication. The basic idea of deep and surface structures;
can only be understood when a person listens to someone else speaking
alanguage. What is most important is to find out a meaning in sounds of
a language. The deep and surface structures are based on finding out a
meaning in sounds. In fact, what we say is tantamount to saying that the
form of a sentence is given outwardly by its surface structure, while the
meaning of a sentence is conveyed by its deep structure. Take a sentence
like - a new idea is often valuable.

The main function of the deep structure is to elucidate the explicit
meaning of a sentence which is not provided by a surface structure
outwardly.
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Here a new idea Jnay mean
the idea is new
the idea which is new the idea which is new

in the deep structure
the idea is new

In the above sentence, the deep structure meaning of ‘the idea is
new’ is not explicitly conveyed by the surface structure - ' a new idea’.
It should be borne in mind that’ deep structure of a sentence gives its
meaning because the deep structure contains all of the information
required to determine the meaning of a sentence.” (p. 19).

The surface structure is the sentence which is actually produced,
which is actually written or spoken. The deep structure implies the inner
intended meaning of a sentence which the native speaker of the lan guage
takes into account. The surface structure shows the sentence in
communication, whereas the deep structure of a sentence tells us the
significance of the sentence so spoken. In fact, the deep structure
ultimately expresses the semantic aspect of a sentence which can be
elicited from the sentence.

The next point which arises in this context is to state the relationship
between the deep and surface structures of a sentence, or vice versa.
The answer to this question is simple. The relationship between the
deep and surface structures is transformation which functions as a link
between the two. In other words, a deep structure becomes a surface
structure via transformation. As deep structure is mainly based on the
meanting of a sentence and its syntax, it is regarded as an .. abstract’
object, while surface structure, because of its written or spoken from, is
closer to physical reality.

The part played by transformation to both these structures, is to
change or transfer one constituent clement into another. The
transformation is the process which changes the word-order of the deep
structure, so as to generate the surface structure.
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‘Transformation is the process which converts deep structures int®
intermediate or surface structures’ (p 23). For example,

1)  adeclarative sentence into an interrogative,
i) anactive sentcnce into a passive

For example - the active sentence
a) Daisy puzzled Winterbourne
is transformed into a passive as
b) Winterbourne was puzzled by Daisy.

Any languagc makes use of their elementary transformational
processes: adjunction, substitution, and deletion.

For example, the English sentence- I have decided it on the train
can mean many aspects. It may mean that

1) something I have decided when I was travelling on the train:
Or it may mean
i)  out of many conveyances. I have decided that I shall go by
train: or it may mean
ili) my ideas come to my mind when I normally travel by train.
and so on. '

In this connection it should be noted that the Jains are not lacking
in unfurling the deep and surface structures of a sentence. In the
Bhagavati-sitra (Book ten, chapter III), in course of conversation with
Mahavira, Goyama (Gautama) asks Mahavira some questions on
language. The text in question runs as follows:

aha bhante! dsaissamo saissamo citthissamo nisiissamo
tuyatthissamo amamtant jayani taha pucchani ya pannavanl
paccakkhdni basa bhasa icchanuloma ya anabhiggahiya bhasa bhasa
ya abhiggahammi boddhavva samsayakaranit voyadamavvoyada ccva
pannavani nam esa bhasa na esa bhasa mosa.

~ ‘Oh venerable one (bhante)! [when one says] we shall reside
(asaissamo), we shall lie (down) (saissamo), we shall stand (up)
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(citthissamo), we shall sit (down) (nisiissamo), we shall stretch
(tuyatthissamo), the forms of language (pannavani bhasa) [i.e. one of
the twelve kinds of expressions] (bhdsa) such as, [1] addressing
(@Gmarhtani) [ 2] advice (pannavani)[ 93] prayer (jayant) as well as, [4]
questioning (pucchant) [7] consenting (icchanuloma), [8] irrelevant
(anabhiggahiya), [9] relevant (abhigahammi boddhavva), [ 10] doubtful
(samsaya karant), [11 ] explicit (vovada) or [12] indefinite (avvoyada)’
--- do these forms conform to the type of understanding (i.e. pannavani
advice) or are they never false (na esa bhasa mosa)?
Mahavira's reply was --

na esa bhasa mosa

“They are not false.’

In fact, these questions of Goyama to Mahavira is related to
sentences of a language. In a language, the utterances of human beings
can be expressed in manifold ways of which some twelve forms are
mentioned by Goyama. Our unit of speech is the sentence and the
sentence is the expression of our thoughts and ideas in the form of
judgment which either affirms or negates our statement. Whatever things
come to the mind of a speaker, he tries to convey his opinion to the
hearer. It is said earlier that in communicating one's idea in a sentence,
the idea must possess compatibility, expectancy and juxtaposition, and
this will lead a sentence to logical judgment.

When we analyse the uttereance of human beings, we see that the
sentences may be of various forms. They would be -

(i) Assertory (amamtani), (ii) Interrogative (pucchani),
(ii1) Petitionery (iccha nuloma), (iv) Exclamatory (combination of i and
iii). Apart from these, the sentences may be affirmative or negative,
hypothetical or universal, personal or impersonal. Besides, the sentences
may be incomplete in the form of Aposiopesis, Anakoluthon, Ellipsis
and Interrogation.® These are the patterns by which our expressions or
uterances are made.

Besides these sententious patterns of expressing our thoughts; and
ideas, our sentences, irrespective of any form, may be pedantic, -ironical,
autobiographical, apostropic, eulogical, logical;-melodious, elliptical, and
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soon. This is not all. All these stylistic patterns of our expressions depénd
on how our thoughts and ideas are communicated to a person; on how
a person utters his speeches, following any stylistic patterns. His utterances
may be balanced and symmetrical, anal ogieal and diffused, verbose
and densed. Sometimes the style may be humourous, rhythmic and
emotional, interlocutory and rhetorical; their expressions may be serio-
comic, antithetical, and pieturesquc®. Even then our modes of expressions
are not limited with these patterns. They are innumerable, multi-phased;
they are anekanta. And all these modes of expressions are correct and
are recognised in our ordinary speech. This idea is expressed by Mahavira
in the language -
na esa bhasa mosa, ‘this language is not false.

In explaining certain grammatical niceties, the Jains raised some
fundamental questions on the meaning of calamane calie. Almost at the
very beginning of the Bhagavati-siitra (Book I, ch-1), Goyama, while
Mahavira was at Gunasilaka caitya in Rajagrha, asks Mahavira the very
fundamental linguistic problem of calamdne calie. The text runs as
follows:

calamane calie, udirijjamane udirie vedijjamane vadie, pahijjamane
pahine chijjamane chinne, bhijjamane bhinne, dajjhamane daddhe,
mijjamane mae, nijjarijjamane nijjinne.

ee narh cattari pada egattha nana-vamjana uppanna-pakkhassa.

ee narn parica pada nana-varhjana vigaya-pakkhassa. [Bh. Sa. L.
I.11-13]

‘ [ Is it proper to call] moving as moved, fructifying as fructitfied,
feeling as felt, separating as separated, cutting as cut, piercing as pierced,
burning as burnt, dying as dead, and exhausting as exhausted.'

‘These [first] four words arc of the same import, though of different
sounds and different suggestions. ‘

These five are of different imports, different sounds and different
suggestions.’

Apart from its philosophical implication on Karma-theory. this

passage has a linguistic implication as well. The expressions calamane
calie have two tenses in one breath. Grammatically calamane (moving)
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is a present participle tense implying the sense of continuous action; and
hence it can be a present continuous tense. The implied underlying
meaning is that the action has started but still continuing, and so the
action is incomplete. But, calie ('has moved') is a present perfect tense
which means-that the action-has started and has continued for some
time and now the action in complete and the result is there, and hence it
1s completive. So the use of two tenses is not congruous in the same
expression. Mahavira's contention to this sort of expression is that when
an action continues for some time, it can easily be said that some portions
of that continuous action have been completed and the remaining portion
is still continuing, when the continuity of action is over, the action is
finished, and so the action is said to be complete, and so the expression
calie is used to indicate that sense.

In Book II chapter 6, it is said that language is the vehicle of
expression (oharini). This expression has a reference to the Pannavana-
satra (chapter eleven on language pp 16X-I n of Jain Vishva Bharati
edition 1989). The basic points of this chapter are succintly summed up
by K.C. Lalwani thus:

‘Language may be satya, asatya, satya-mrsé and asatya-amrsa.
The main source of language is the soul. It arises in a physical body,
gross, assimilative and caloric. Its shape is like that of a thunder. The
matter let loose by language goes to the other extreme of the sphere.
Matter-clusters with innumerable space units are included in it; matter
with innumerable vacuum units are included in it; matter with a life-
span of one, two, till ten time-units, countable time-units, uncountable
time-units are included in it; matter with colour, smell, substance and
touch are included in it. As arule, matter from six directions are included,
and they may be included without break or with break. The minimum
life-span of language is one time-unit, and the maximum less than 48
minutes. Matter constituting language is acquired by the activities of the
physical body, and is thrown out in the form of words or speech. Asatya
and satya-mrsa languages are spoken with the decline of karma
enshrouding knowledge and vision, but with the rise of karma causing
delusion, while satya and asatya-amrsa are spoken with the decline of
karma enshrouding knowledge and vision. Smallest in number are those
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who speak asya: innumerable times more are those who speak asatya«
mrsa: innumerable times more than the second are those who speak
asatya; innumerable times more than the third are those speaking asatya-
amrsa: but infinite times more are those who speak not. Included in the
last category are inadequate (undeveloped) organisms, the liberated souls,
the rock steadfast (would-be-liberated) beings, and all one organ being.'"°

In conclusion we can say that the application of anekanta in
language is manifold. Itis primarily found in the levels of meaning and
in the context of syntax, apart from other grammatical niceties. From
the discussion above it is seen that a word or a sentence may possess
multi-levels of meaning. The verbal expression may be manifold.
indeterminate and relative as the reality is also manifold indeterminate
and relative. As far as meaning is concerned it is in exhaustive as reality
itself. The meaning that we fix of a particular word or a sentence depends
upon the context and the intention of the speaker -and it is all meant for
our practical purposes. Syntactically that a senttence may be construed
into active or passive or otherwise -- is all due to multi-structural pattern
of a sentence. The manifold grammatical categories are infinite as the
expressions of human beings are. Directly or indirectly. the principle of
anekanta is inherent in the manifold aspects of language.
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SO + SO
ST + TSHIYh
o + gAY
e + JATR3TS
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1. - SO+ FHg T T
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5. TR + IR Té =
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T Ry gl 99 R

et STl S0 -, 2008 C ] 49
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Fra=] 3 T S8 AN s 3 fosamm & w1 snrmkaf Y v S o
S % SR ¥ 814 91T 93l o1 ey foRa R sueR defcus o1df-sfla &
YRl ST 3T 3TETies e gt o1 wrerey 31

g5qa o o 3118 neeEs gew €1 TR & A 9 a% weiug TR T R
313 HEATRT # -1 Y29 1 Uh-Teh Yo & @1y 3T -sriafye sy )
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B ST 2, SEITAT 39 a1 wrery T8 2ra1 31 S8 % Y3 61 WY 6 + e
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ITRREER X T @ ot AR 1 STER S 1 S 6 e
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forg Shiat 3 gawnt =i wrey wile etofata grar &1 Sgsw ok § S
gl hY ST AT B R, o g srawen # <t € et R 3@en g 7 @

4. QR rdafa- 3% 9 YR € - SToNHEy, AT 9y,
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3. THART, W9 31N Y e METE TR yai T w5 39T -
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safeT o8 331 99 ¥ SO arerated R -y gaw # e it 3 fow snavas
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1. 3ferfes wnfon 2. afgea afon

3. SATER FoT 4. qSg Tt
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7. oot o 8. T fum
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