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Jitendra Shah

The tirthamdlds and the caitya-paripatis are the two distinctive types
of metrical compositions in Jaina medieval literature. Of the two, the caitya-
paripatis concern with the pilgrimages undertaken to the Jaina holy places,
the routes followed, and what was noticed at the tirtha-sites by the authors.
These refer to the then existing caityas, their enshrined Jinas, and other
concomitant information besides the numerical count of the caityas and in
some cases the connected notable events and other details such as the names
of the founders and the dates of foundations. Although the brief descriptions
given—these usually are not important from literary viewpoint—they are
invaluable as historical records of the Jaina places of worship in medieval
times. By editing such unpublished works preserved in the Jaina libraries of
manuscripts, the scholars in the past like Vijayadharma siiri, Pandit
Bechardas Doshi, Hirdlal Rasikdds Kapadia, Mohanlal Dalichand Deshai,
Sarabhai Nawab, Munivara Kalyanavijayjl, Agarchand Nahata, Vidyadhara
Johrapurkar, and Madhusudan Dhamki (M. A. Dhaky) have attracted
attention to them. A large number of those compositions describe the most
revered holy places such as Satrufijaya with PAlitand, Girndra with
Jun3gadh, also Amdavad (Ahmedabad, medieval Aéapalli-Karnavatl), Patan
(Anahillapatana), and Khambhat ($tambhatirtha) besides many, many
other sites. Several of such works also refer to such other holy places like
Idar, Abu, Serisa, et cetera, these psalms were composed mostly in Old
Gujarati. It is possible that several such works, hitherto unpublished, are
still lying in the Jaina manuscripts libraries. An attempt here is made to
publish two such paripdtis which so far were unpublished. These relate to
the 'Citod’ or ‘Citradurga-tirtha’ in the Mevadd area of south-western
Rajasthan. For the purpose of comparison, I also include here the earlier
published “Citod Paripiti,” composed by the disciple of one Jayahema'.
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The subjects of tirthamalas and caitya-paripatis

The tirthamalds, as a class of literature, originated in time before
the caitya-paripati class. They continued to be composed in later centuries
as well, The earliest can be traced from c¢. mid 11th century A. D,
These compositions fill in the gaps in the knowledge of history regarding
the Jaina tirthas, their temples, the Jinas to which they were sacred, and
sometimes also give small but significant bits of information, otherwise
unknown from other sources.

Generally speaking, the other class of Jaina literature rarely informs
us on rulers and the holy places. But the tirthmalas exclusively concentrate
on Jaina holy places and often are fairly informative on them. Even from
the viewpoint of deciding the true geographical location of a place, antiquity
of a notable caitya, history of the language, history in general, also the trade
routes, the prosperity of the towns and cities that lied on the route, etc.
This class of literature provides a valuable source for knowing the status
of Jainism in the particular centuries and regions. Besides this, these
tirthmalas are often the only source of information on Jaina holy places
and the temples that subsequently were destroyed by the invaders and
sometimes abandoned after the migration of the Jainas from the concerned
places. They, at times, also give information about the Jina images that
were moved from their original sites to other sites in a particular period.
Afterwards, another class of such compositions, the caitya-paripatis, as
aforenoted, developed in old Gujaratl (also called Maru-Gurjara-bhasa).
Earlier, the languages employed in composing the tirthmalds were Sanskrit
and Prakrit. The two paripdtis edited here are in old Gujarati language.
Two Citod-tirtha Caitya-paripatis

As explained in the foregoing, a caitya-paripati describes the travels of
a congregation proceeding on a pilgrimage to a holy place or places from
a certain town or city. It describes the route they followed for their
destination, and also the towns or villages, or any other holy place or Jaina
temples they visited on the way. The two Citrakiita-caitya-paripatis presented
here describe the path taken for reaching Citod, the visit on the way to
the Jaina temples and the Jinalayas and the Jina images enshrined therein.

The First Caitya-paripati
The author of the first work is the disciple of Bhavsagara siiri. He has
not mentioned his own name, the last line reads as this follows :
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“E Vidhai paksa ganadhara Bhavsagarasiiri anucara im Bhanal”

Meaning : The disciple of Bhavsagara suri who is the leader of
the Vidhipaksa, has composed this (paripati).

We have no other information about the author. Only a single
manuscript of this work is available and is preserved in the Lalbhai Dalpatbhai
Institute of Indology, Ahmedabad, (numbered 16682). It was obtained
originally from the collection of the Nagarseth of Ahmedabad. The date of
the manuscript is ¢. 17th century. It has two pages, each containing 15
lines. Each line has about 42 letters. The date of composition is Sarhvat
1562 {A. D. 1506). The language employed is simple and hence easy to
follow. This composition briefly describes the path from Patan to Citrakiita
/ Citod, and the caityas and villages they visited on the way pilgrimage
route.

Second Citrakiita paripati :

We find no mention of the name of the author of this Paripati, nor do
we find the designation of his gaccha or his guru’s name in the colophon.
Besides, the initial 35 stanzas are missing. Some years ago, Prof. Dhaky had
procured its transcript from the Oriental Institute, Baroda, and given it to
me for editing. No information was recorded on the transcript about
the particulars of the manuscript. However, from the language and
description, its date of composition may be placed at the end of 16th or
the beginning of 17th century,

Citod

As one of the main townships of Meviad, Citod was, and is, a famous
site. It has a reputation as the land of heroes since the medieval times.
Its hill-fort rises from the ground to about 500 feet, and is known as
Citodgadh. It is of ancient founding. Citrangada (a later Maurya king),
according to the tradition, renovated it and so it came to be known after
him as Citrakiita. According to Triputi Mahéraja, this fort-town was settled
by Amarsirhha Rana in Sarhvat 902 (A. D. 846). (Jaina Tirthono Itihésa,
pt.__, p. 385). In the late Prabandhas, we notice that Siddhasena Divikara
(c. earlier half of the 5th cent. A. D.) was also connected with Citod. Besides,
Citod was the place of birth as well as of literary activity of the famous
Haribhadra siiri {c. A.D. 700-784), Hemchandra (active ¢. 1130-1172) has
included this holy place in a hymn, the Sakalarhat-stotra :
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Vaibhara Kanakdcalo-rbudgiri $§11 Citrakutadaya |

Tatra $11 Rishabhadayo jinavara kurvantu vo mangalam ||

Ine. A. D. 1110, at the instance of Jinavallabha siiri, two Jaina temples
belonging to the Vidhipaksa were founded. These likewise were consecrated
by him. Here Viéala Sravaka had performed the setting up ceremonies for
the holy images in Samvat 1439/A. D. 1383. Then, in Samvat 1444/A. D.
1388, for the Adinitha image of the local temple, consecration rites were
performed by Jinar3ja siiri and in Sarmvat 1489/A. D. 1433, the Pafica-
tirtha rites were performed in Citod by Somsundara siri. Saranavalji,
the Prime Minister of Mahardanad Mokala, also had several jinalayas
constructed. About three c¢enturies before all of these happenings, in
the medieval times proper (c. first decade of the 12th cent. A, D.}, Acdrya
Jinvallabha stiri had got constructed two Vidhicaityas at Citod. The famous
Manastambha and the Jinamandira beside it are of the late last quarter of
13th century A. D. Both of these belong to the Digambara sect. All other
extant Jaina temples are of the Svetambara sect. Karma $ah Osvala (early
16th cent.), who reéstablished the prestige of Satrufijaya-tirtha, was also
a resident of Citod. Thus, Citod at one time was one of the main Jaina
religious centres as also a Jaina place of pilgrimage.

Several Jaina Sanghas had visited this place from western Indian cities
and towns. From the two paripdatis annexed here, we get descriptions of
two such congregations. In the first paripati, as earlier noted, the disciple
of Bhavasagara has given a brief but fine description of the journey from
Patan to Citod. The paripati thus begins :

Pranamasium pahilum Pasa Jinanda, caitya-pravadi karis dnandi |

Sti Citod tani Jinayatrd, kariya karuniya nirmala gétra 1l -

Meaning : At the outset, I offer obeisance to Par$va Jineévara (and
next) I shall, with delight, undertake the pilgrimage to Citod and shall cleanse
my body (by this pilgrimage). Thus, we find, in this poem, the description
of the pilgrimage from Patan to Citod.

The Second paripati describes the pilgrimage to Citod from Urandi,
The villages on the route from Urandi to Citrakiita are mentioned in it,
Thus, the theme of both the works is the description of pilgrimage of a large
congregation of devotees—Sangha-—to Citrakiita. In this paripati, too, we
get the description about the route to Citod and the villages, towns, as well
as the prosperity of some of these as the pilgrims saw while they passed
through these on the way to their destination.
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Transcript of the ms.

Ac. No 4766

Name Fersifedeme

Folios 3-7 First two folios of the ms. are of some other Jaina work (not
included in the transcript.) Language-cld Gujarati, Script Devanagari.
Transcript-pp. 1-15.
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