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INTRODUCTION

CHIMANILAL D. DALAL, M.A.
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The Vasantavilasa is a historical Mahakavya in 14 cantos, containing the life
of Vastupala, the well-known great minister of Viradhavala of Dholka, from the
time of his ministry up to his death, and was composed for the delectation of
Jaitrasinha, son of Vastupala.! The Kirtikaumudi and the Sukritasankirtana were
composed about Samvat 1286, in the life-time of the minister, while the present
work was composed after his death. As the author was a contemporary of the

minister, this poem possesses all the authenticity of a contemporary work.

The author and his time. The author of the Vasantavilasa is Balachandra
Sari, pupil of Haribhadra Sturi of the Chandragaccha. In the first canto, the poet
has given the account of his early life. In the town of Modheraka (in Kadi
District in H. H. the Gaekwad’s territories), there was a famous Brahmana,
named Dharadeva. He gave protection to the distressed from all sides and was
acquainted with the doctrines of Jainism. The mendicants coming to his house
always returned with hands full of money given by him. He had a wife named
Vidyut. They had a son named Muiijala, who, though living in his father’s house,
looked on the world as an illusion. Having got from Haribhadra Stri religious
enlightenment, he took the vow of the Jaina mendicant with the permission of
his parents. Thinking that he will be gradually full-orbed with all phases of
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knowledge, Haribhadra Stiri made him his pupil with the name of Balachandra,
and at the time of his approaching death, put him in his place. Padmaditya,
whose feet were emblazoned by the light of the rubies of the crown of the
Chaulukya king, and who was the real hereditary abode of learning, was his
tutor, while Udaya Siiri of the Gaccha of Vadi Devasiiri gave him the Sarasvata
charm. The Goddess of Learning once appeared to him in his Yoganidra
(contemplation-sleep) and told him that she was pleased with his meditation and
devotion to her from infancy, and that he was her legitimate child like Kalidasa
and other mighty poets of yore. The Prabandhachintamani says that Vastupala,
pleased with the poem composed in his praise by Balachandra spent one
thousand drammas for getting him installed as an Acharya.

Other works of the author. Besides the present work, Balachandra
composed Karunavajrayudha, a drama in five acts, and commentaries on Asada’s
Vivekamafijari and Upadesakandali. The drama was composed at the time of
Vastupala’s pilgrimage to Satrufijaya and was first acted there in the temple of
Adinatha at the command of Vastupala.! It is thus clear that the author had
already begun his literary career in the time of Vastupala.

The date of composition of the work. The author has not specified the
date of its compoisition and it is thus not possible to say in what particular year
the present work was composed. The upper limit is, however, fixed by the
mention of Vastupala’s death, which occurred in Samvat 1296. As the work is
composed for the delectation of Vastupala’s son, we can easily put the date
about the end of the thirteenth and the beginning of the fourteenth century of
Vikrama.?

The summary of the poem. The first canto is introductory. After dilating
on the nectar of poetry and other allied matter, the poet gives his personal
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history and describes how the Goddess of Learning, pleased with his devotion
towards her appeared once to him in his contemplation-sleep and told him that
he was her legitimate son. We are then informed what qualities Vastupala
possessed so as to deserve to be made the hero of the present poem.

In the second canto the poet describes Anahillapura Pa--ana, its big
goldknobbed temples, its palace-like buildings, its fort, its ditch and the
Durlabhardja tank.!

In the third canto the poet describes the kings of Gujarat from Mularaja to
Bhimadeva II and how Viradhavala and his forefathers protected the kingdom of
Gujarat from being partitioned by feudatories. The appearance of the guardian
deity of his kingdom to Viradhavala in a dream and the appointment of the two
brothers Vastupala and Tejahpala as ministers are then described.?

The fourth canto is taken up with the praise of the abilities of the two
ministers and the appointment of Vastupala as the Governor of Cambay.3

The fifth canto narrates the fight of Vastupala with Sankha of Bhrigukaccha
and the defeat of Sankha.*

The sixth, the seventh, and the eighth cantos contain the conventional
poetical descriptions of the seasons, sports and pleasures, and the rise of the
moon and the sun.®

In the ninth canto a dream of Vastupala is described at length. A one-
legged god (Dharma) appeared to him in the dream and told him that he was
four-legged in the Kritaiyuga, three-legged in the Treta, two-legged in the
Dvapara and one-legged in the present Kali age, Miilaraja and Siddharaja
promoted his spread by pilgrimages to Somesvara, and Siddharaja made over 12
villages to Satrufijaya and his mother Mayanalladevi got abolished the tax on
pilgrims to Somesvara collected at Bahuloda. Kumarapala also made pilgrimages
to Mts. Girnar and Satrufijaya and got repaired the old temples of Kedara and

Somesvara, built by Miularaja at Mandalipa--ana, and also erected many new

1. ¢f. Kirtikaumudi canto I.

2. ¢f. Kirtikaumudi cantos II-IIl and Sukritasankirtana cantos I-II-III.
3. ¢f. Kirtikaumudi canto IV.
4
5

cf. Ibid canto V.
Kirtikaumudi canto VII and Sukritasankirtana canto VI.
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ones. The god also lamented that now the state of affairs was otherwise and
bade him therefore to endeavour for the promotion of religion, and thus remove
his anxiety. The minister then awoke with the sounds of the morning drums and
the eulogies of the bards.!

Cantos ten to thirteen contain a description of Vastupala’s pilgrimage.
Acting upon the advice of his spirtitual preceptor, the minister then resolved
upon a piligrimage to Mts. Satrufijaya and Girnar. Viradhavala also exhorted him
in this pious work and told him to do anything that he may think fit for the
expansion of his kingdom?. Accordingly, entrusting the burden of the State to
Tejahpala, Vastupala set out on the pilgrimage. Four feudatory chiefs
accompanied him and the Sanghapatis form Lata, Gauda, Maru, Kaccha, Dahala,
Avanti and Vanga gathered together and joined him. They were all honoured by
him with various presents. He provided all necessities and compforts to the
pilgrims. He visited the temples, coming on the way, and got repaired the old
ones. In Valabhipura (the modern Vala) the Sanghapati made a halt. From here,
the Mt. Satrufijaya was pointed out to him by Vijayasena Siiri. Here he observed
a religious festival and gave a dinner to the pilgrims. His wife Lalitadevi offered
alms to the Yatis with much devotion. The Sangha then reached Padaliptapura
(the modern Palitana). Here he worshipped in the temple of Parsvanatha. The
pilgrims then began to ascend the hill. After worshiping Kapardi Yaksha, the
minister entered the Temple of Adinatha, whom he offered worship in eight
different ways. A great flag made of China cloth was hoisted on the temple.

A dancing spectacle was performed before the image of Adinatha. From
Satrufijaya, the Sangha turned towards Prabhasa Pa--ana. There Vastupila
worshipped Somes$vara, bathed in the Priyamela Tirtha and gave gold and jewels
equal to his weight (Tulapurusha) to the Brahmanas. Here he also worshipped
Chandraprabha, the eighth Tirthankara. The Sangha then marched to Mt. Girnar.
At the foot of the mountain, Vastupala saw the town of Tejahpalapura and the

1. This dream is our poet’s new fancy, as it is to be found neither in the Kirti-

kaumudi nor in the Sukritasankirtana.
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tank named ‘Kumarasarah’, founded and sunk by Tejahpala, and worshipped
Adinatha. The Sangha then ascended the mountain and worshipped Neminatha
and also visited the Ambika, Alokana, and Samba peaks. From there, the Sangha
returned to Dholka, where the king Viradhavala came out with his army to
receive it. Viradhavala embraced Vastupala and asked him about his pilgrimage
and health. The Sangha entered the city on an auspicious day in a royal way.
Vastupala gave a dinner to the pilgrims and honored them, as well as his friends,
Brahmanas, the Yatis and his religious preceptors with presents of clothes.!

In the fourteenth canto the poet tells us that the number of religious places
(Dharmasthana), temples, resting houses for Yatis, dwelling places for the
Brahmanas and tanks, erected and sunk by Vastupala in each city, town village
and mountain is such as baffles the attempt to count it. Once, the Old Age, the
messenger of Dharma, told him that hearing his fame being sung in heaven,
Sadgati (Felicity), the daughter of Dharma, was longing for him and that her
parents had decided to marry her to him. Absorbed in her thoughts, Vastupala
was attacked with fever, and resolved to go to Mt. Satrufijaya to marry her. This
resolve of Vastupala was brought to the notice of Dharma by his servant
Ayurbandha (Limit of life). Dharma was pleased with the errand and fixing the
moment etc. for marriage, sent his messenger, good knowledge (Sadbodha). He
told him that Dharma called him on Mt. Satrufijaya for marriage in the morning
of Monday, the 5th day of Magha, in Samvat 1296. Vastupala called his son
Jaitrasinha, his wife Lalitadevi and his brother Tejahpala and gave them
instructions and advice for their guidance. After seeing the king, he set forth for
Mt. Satrufijaya. He ascended the hill, and on the day of the marriage the temple
of Adinatha was profusely decorated. Dharma gave his daughter to Vastupala
before Adinatha, and then took him to heaven, where he was received with
exultation by the Lord of Heaven.?

The materials about the history of Gujarat-The following historical
information about the history of Gujarat can be gathered from the present work.

c¢f. Kirtikaumudi canto IX and Sukritasankirtana cantos VII-VIII-IX-X.

2. For the religious works of Vastupala, cf. Sukritasankirtana, canto XI. The latter
protion is to be found neither in the Kirtikaumudi nor in the Sukritasankirtana,

as they were composed in Vastupala’s lifetime.

bsnta-t.pm5 3rd proof



8

A warrior with a sword in his hand unsheathed sprang up from the Sandhya
libation of water offered by Brahma. He was called Chaulukya and he ruled the
earth by destroying demons. In his race there ruled Milaraja, whom the god
Somesvara, pleased with his pilgrimage on every Monday, helped in battles.
Chamundaraja, who cut off the heads of his enemies with his fierce sword,
succeeded him. His son Vallabharaja was well-known as Jagajzampana. Bhima’s
victory over Bhoja is simply referred to. Jayasinhadeva subjected the king of
Dhara, and brought him to his capital in a wooden cage. He also conquered
Ujjain and brought therefrom the seat of the Yoginis and reduced to subjection
the demon Barbara. A grant to twelve villages was made by him for the temple
of Mt. Satrufijaya.! Kumarapila got repaired the temples of Kedara and
Somesvara. He erected many temples and gave up the practice of confiscating
the property of those who died heirless. He conquered Ballala and the kings of
Jangala and Konkana. His successor was Ajaya (Ajayapala) to whom the Jangala
king brought presents. King Miularaja II, though an infant, humbled the
Mlechchha king. After him Bhimdeva II ascended the throne of Gujarat. He was
very charitable, profligant and weak.

Bhima II being unable to control his kingdom on account of his weakness,
his Mandalikas (fedatories) began to rule over the country. Arnoraja, son of
Dhavala of the Chaulukya race, sticking to the king’s side annihilated them and
protected the kingdom. His son was Lavanyaprasada who delighted in battles and
before him kings of the north, east, and south trembled. His son Viradhavala
uprooted the principalities and bore the brunt of the kingdom with his father
Lavanyaprasada. He was thinking of appointing an able minister to take care of
his kindom. The Goddess presiding over his kingdom (Rajyalakshmi) once
appeared to him in a dream and told him that there was one Chandapa of fiery
splendour in the Pragva-a race. His son was Chandaprasada of wide-spread fame.
His son Soma accepted no god but Jina and no master but Siddharaja. He had,
through his wife Sita a son named Asvaraja, whose wisdom was praised by the

Gurjara king. Taking his mother in a palanquin, he made seven pilgrimages to

1. cof also. I Herdid gonef = fMfem: |
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—Jinaharsha’s Vastupalcharitra I-84.
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Mts. Girnar and Satrufijaya. He sank tanks and wells, established places for
distributing water and erected temples. He married Kumaradevi, who bore him
Malladeva, Vastupala, and Tejahpala. The Goddess asked him to make the last
two his ministers.

Viradhavala sent his chief officers to call these two brothers. They
presented themselves before the king and paid him their respects with presents.
The king was much pleased with their charming address, modesty, and mode of
speaking, and offered them his ministership. Vastupala thereupon told him
plainly that the kings were greedy of wealth and the officers followed their
whims. He was prepared to accept the ministry, if the king followed the path of
justice, gave up greediness, removed backbiters and adopted an attitude of
calmness. The two brothers were then invested by the king with the golden seal
of the ministry.

This appointment led to the rise of the kingdom of Viradhavala. Viradhavala
had taken by force the port of Cambay, which was under the kings of La-adesa.
It was a highly flourishing and a principal port of Gujarat and a place of great
power and importance. Vastupala was sent as its governor by Viradhavala. His
entry in the city was hailed with joy by the residents and traders of Cambay.
Under his rule the port, which was mismanaged by the persecution of evil-
minded officers, regained its lost splendour. He honoured all the religions with
clothes and food, so that everyone thought that the minister belonged to his
own religion. Being fond of poetical pastimes, he offered so much to the poets
that the long-accumulated fame of Munja and Bhoja faded before his. While
Viradhavala was engaged with the kings of Marwad, who were fighting with the
king Lunasaka, Sankha, the lord of Broach, marched with a large army to
recover the lost port of Cambay which originally belonged to Broach. Sankha
sent an embassy to Vastupala, with the following message : —“Viradhavala,
though powerful, is at present attacked by many kings of Marwar and his victory
is nowhere to be seen. It is very rare that the Chahamana king comes here. Rule
by making him to enter Cambay. Viradhavala had given you orders with a smile
for the protection of the city, but the appreciative Sankha will give you a
country. Wavering in mind, if you do not make Sankha your lord, he will
appoint another governor, when he has conquered Cambay. It is well known
that twelve feudatory chiefs bound with a golden chain at his left foot are

bsnta-t.pm5 3rd proof
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weeping, rolling on ground. While attacked on one side by the sons of Arnoraja
making the king (Sinhana) came out like Kalakii-a poison from the battle-ocean
churned by the powerful Sribhata alone, the dreadful Sankha repulsed the army
of the Yadava king. Think in your heart, who will stand before Sankha, at the
blow of whose sword even the thunderbolt breaks. Fly, therefore, before you
come in his eye, as no one will be ashamed by the flight of a Bania. You must
be firm now, as Sankha comes transgressing the boundaries like the ocean.”
Vastupala, whose forehead became dreadful on account of his frowns, replied
with a smile :— “I am ready to meet Sankha in the same way in which he
wants to see me. If he is come when kings of Marwar have made appearance
like clouds, let him come. My sword is ready. There is nothing improper in your
saying that the Chahamana king will give me a country. I have here tied the
knot of the omen. It is good that his foot has got a golden chain with the
images of feudatory princes tied to it, but it pains me that his foot bore fetters
in the prison of the Yadava king. You say that Sankha removed the pride on the
army of the Yadavas on the bank of the Nurbada, but you do not tell me about
his imprisonment. It is only an illusion that the Kshatriyas know the secret of
fighting and not Banias. Did not Ambada, though a Bania, kill Mallikarjuna, king
of Konkana in the battle ? I am a Bania well-renowned in the battle-field shop. I
take the commodities in the form of heads on enemies by the sword-scales and
give the price in the form of heaven. If he be the same great son of Sindhuraja,
let him come here at once, and select for battle any place he likes.”! Vastupala
made his army ready and a battle ensued between both the armies. Vastupala’s
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warriors cut off Sankha’s army on the precincts of the field, and killed his
warriors. Sankha himself with equally powerful brothers proceeded to overcome
the minister. A fierce battle took place in which nine warriors of Vastupala were
killed with the brothers of Sankha. Now Bhiinapala of the Gula race, taking a
vow to kill Sankha, proceeded towards him. He killed many warriors taking
them to be Sankha. At last he could approach Sankha against whom he darted
his spear, which was, however, cut into pieces by Sankha. Bhiinapala was at last
killed by Sankha. Vastupala now came forth with a greater army. Sankha, seeing
this fresh force of the enemy and his diminished army, fled away to Broach.

The historical merits of the poem—It is a pity that Sanskrita historical
poems contain much irrelevant conventional descriptive matter and little of the
real history of the hero whom they are glorifying. This applies to the present
poem too. As it is a work written by a contemporary writer after the death of
the minister, one would naturally expect therein the history of his later career.
But the author has remained silent about it. In fact, excepting the last canto
about Vastupala’s death, the poem furnishes no more information than that
contained in its two other predecessors. The last canto is, however, of great
historical importance, as it makes incorrect the current statements about the
place and the date of Vastupala’s death. The Prabandhachintamani has not
touched the later part of Vastupala’s career. The Chaturvimsatiprabandha and the
Vastupalacharitra are the only works that tell us about it. They put the date of
Vastupala’s death in Samvat 1298 and the place as Ankevaliya. But these prove
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incorrect in the light of the statement of the present work. The story of the
overthrow of Vastupala’s minsiterial power also seems to be incorrect. It is not
possible that Visaladeva, who got the throne in Samvat 1295, simply through
Vastupala’s favour, and whose kingdom was firmly established by him should
have wrested the minsiterial seal from Tejahpala and given it to Nagada.
Visaldeva could not have done this, even if he had thought so, as his position
could not have been firm and secure in the short period of one year, and the
ministers were so powerful and firmly established. In an inscription on Mt. Abu
dated 1296 (Vaisakha Sudi 3) Tejahpala is called Mahamatya. The change in the
ministry, I suppose, was effected after the death of Tejahpala, which took place
laccording to Jinaharsha ten years after that of Vastupala. In the colophon of a
palm-leaf ms. dated Samvat 1303 Tejahpala is called a mahamatya in power at
Anabhillapura.

Who was Sankha ?—It is necessary to clear the confusion created by the
editors and translators of the works on Vastupala about Sankha alias
Sangramasinha. He was son of Sindhuraja, brother of Sinha, the Chahamana king
of La-ade$a. Sankha was a great warrior and he had repulsed an attack of the
army of the Yadava king, Sinhana, on the banks of the Nurbudda. He was once
taken prisoner by the Yadava king, but when he was brought before him, his
personality induced Sinhana to release him. It is said in the present poem that
images of twelve feudatory princes were tied to his left foot with a golden
chain. Cambay was formerly in the possession of the king of La-a, but it was
wrested from him by Viradhavala. Taking advantage of the critical position
created by the invasion of Sinhana and the rebellion of the Marwar kings, he
attacked Cambay but was defeated by Vastupala. For further information the
reader is referred to the notes on the Hammiramadamardana in this Series.

Literature about Vastupala—Literature about Vastupala-both contemporary

and later—is very copious. His magnetic personality, his all-powerfulness at the
court of Dholka, his magnificent works of piety and public utility and his highly

1. Mr. T. M. Tripathi. B.A. informs that he has found the following dates of the
deaths of the two brothers in an old leaf of a paper ms. Ho 3%§& Hgo _OﬂﬂqTFﬁ

fegd ma: | Ho 2304 Wo dsh:UTll fed a: | Thus Tejahpala’s death may be put
eight years after that of Vastupala.
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liberal partonage of poets all combined to attaract his contemporary authors to
sing his praise. Somesvara, the family priest of the Chalukya kings, not only
wrote the Kirtikaumdui (The Moon-Light of Fame), but also in the last canto of
his poem Surathotsava glorfied Vastupala and affixed a verse at the end of each
of the acts of his drama Ullagha Raghava in his praise. Arisinha extolled in his
Sukritasankirtana the pious deeds of the minister. Jayasinha Stri dramatized in
his Hammiramadamardana the critical position of Gujarat created by the invasion
of Sinhana, the Yadava king, and the attack of Sankha of Broach to recover the
port of Cambay, when Viradhavala with Tejahpala was engaged in putting down
the kings of Marwar and repulsing an attack of the Mahomedans; and especially
the bravery and the statemanship of Vastupala by which all the enemies were
discomfitured. Jayasinha Siri also composed a panegyric on the minister.
Acharya Udayaprabha, the religious preceptor of the minister, composed on the
occasion of Vastupala’s pilgrimage Dharmabhyudaya, a Mahakavya in sixteen
cantos. The first and the last cantos contain particulars about the pilgrimage.
There is also by this author a panegyric of the minister, Sukritakirtikallollni. All
these works were composed before Samvat 1286 when the minister was in the
zenith of his power and glory. It is to be regretted that no contemporary work is
to be found describing his remaining career. The Vasantvilasa, thouth written by
a contemporary writer, does not in the least enlighten us on his later career. The
later works Prabandhachintamani and Chaturvinsatiprabandha (see Appendix I)
contain prabandhas which give full details about the whole career of the

minister.

Jinaharsha’s ‘Vastupalacharitra’ is a very extensive work on the minister’s
whole career, which though following the Kirtikaumudi and the Chaturvinsati-
prabandha contains very useful and new matterials.

Comparision of the contents of the three Mahakavyas—
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It will be seen from this that the present work is the longest of the three,
as it consists of fourteen cantos with the granthasankhya of 1516 Anush-ubh
verses, while the other two have nine cantos with about eight hundred verses
and eleven cantos with nine hundred and seventy-six verses respectively.

Inscriptions and colophons connected with the career of the ministers—
Vastupala seems to have been very careful about the inscriptions of the temples
etc. erected by him. The Vastupalacharitra of Jinaharsha mentions a very large
number of the works of these two brothers. No trace is left of many of these,
but those which have survived the hand of time have got long inscriptions and
prasastis which are historically of great importance, as they contain not only an
account of themselves and their family, but also of the kings in whose territories
the temples were erected. Below will be found the main inscriptions, colophons
etc. arranged chronologically :(—

One inscription in Vimalavasahi on Mt. Abu in the niche of Mallinatha, built
for the religious merit of Malladeva, dated Samvat 1278, Falguna Vadi 11, Guru.
Two inscriptions on Mt. Taranga, Samvat 1285.!

Two inscriptions in temple of Mt. Abu dated Samvat 1287 (Falguna Vadi 3,
Ravi).

. @i ifaswmdaq ¢y (¢ ?) a8 GAORe R W ¢ Soeuieaqaras
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T o FHARKAHIATTAT So AN Ao IR Heo  Frarst: ITel-
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TR AfaeEag it | [IeeeEETE]

bsnta-t.pmS5 3rd proof



R3

Three broken inscriptions on broken images in Serisa, a village near Kalol.
One of these seems to be dated 1285 (8 ?)

Six inscriptions of temples on Mt. Girnar dated 1288 (Falguna Sudi 10,
Budha).

Colophon of the reign of Lavanaprasada, dated Samvat 1288.

A treaty between Lavanaprasada and Sinhana, dated 1288.

One inscription in the temple of Adi$vara at Cambay, recording the building
of a Paushadhasala, dated 1289.

Two inscriptions on the images of Ratnadevi, in the temple of Bhida-
bhafijana Mahadeva, in Nagara, a village near Cambay, dated 1292.

Inscription on Mt. Girnar recording Vastupala’s pilgrimages, dated 1293.1
Colophon of Visaladeva’s reign, dated 1295.2

Inscription on Mt. Abu mentioning the name of Tejahpala as high minister,
dated 1296.3

Colophon of Viramdeva’s reign, dated 1296.4
One inscription on Mt. Girnar, dated Samvat 1289 (A$vina vadi 15, Soma).

Several inscriptions in the Devakulikas in the temple on Mt. Abu, dated
Samvat 1288, 1290 and 1293.

2. Ho 93y} Y HgUfaEfug o MTERSH T4 Heo Siaaqurer ifarag d =
I Fl | Go Yo I qT Y TG I Fdl | Ho o o T TgufaA1 e
TuiErgd Qo g Ho 42 I Ho 3 a¥ Ho 3 oY HRIfaEAUl TG AT el |
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¢¢ Fo ¢R HH IMET: HURARYT oF &d... FATHATenfEehTameren.. . . st

Watson Museum, Rajkot

R Gad g%y of wigufd gfe g8 W wewdd wemveage difaaeeasy
ﬂﬁl’ﬂ?ﬁ“@]ﬁl’qﬁaﬁﬁﬁﬂmﬁﬁ etc. from the colophon of the palm leaf ms. of
Yogasastra, Ms. no. 37 of Sanghavi’s Bhandar at Pattan.
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Colohpon of the palm-leaf no. 282 in the Jaisalmere Bhandar.
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One broken inscription in the temple of Achale$§vara on Mt. Abu.

Two inscriptions of Tejahpala in Devakulikas erected in the temple of Mt.
Abu for the religious merit of Tejahpala’s second wife Suhadadevi, dated 1297.

Colophon mentioning Lunasinha’s governorship of Broach dated 1298.1

Colophon mentioning Tejahpala as high minister in power at Anahillapura,
dated 1303.2

Colophons mentioning Nagada as high minister, dated Samvat 1310 and
13133

From these we get the following Samvat dates :—
1249 and 50—Pilgrimages of Vastupala to Mts. Girnar and Satrufijaya with his father.
1276—The appointment of Vastupala and Tejahpala as minsiters of Viradhavala.
1277—Vastupala’s great pilgrimage to Mts. Satrufijaya and Girnar as Sangahadhipati.
1278—Building of a niche of Mallinatha in the Vimalavasai on Mt. Abu.

1279— Appointment of Jayantasinha, Vastupala’s son, as governor of Cambay.*

Ms. no. 84 of Sanghavi’s Bhandar.

R. Haq 2303 I ARfAf R T o diveufeiaed HRRSITSRSIfaHacaI

TR AT et SeTeRgq&ish fafgdtdia | —Colophon of the palm leaf

ms. no. 65 in the Bhandar of the Temple of $antiniath at Cambay. Peterson’s
First Report, Appendix I p. 41.

3. Gaq 2320 a9 wile e UforHEi SEE HENSITSRSTaYeRasheaTu st
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WW fafaafa | —Colophon of the palm leaf ms. no. 282 in the Jaisalmere

Bhandar. This is the earliest mention of Nadada as high minister.

wzazaaﬁ%gﬁa@wﬁw%ﬁhﬁﬁm

foranfuar | —Colophon of the palm-leaf ms. no. 40. of Sanghvi’s Bhandar.

4. It is surprising to find that the phrase 2R\9% ‘ﬁ has not been correctly under-
stood by both Western and Indian scholars. It means %R\9% a’qtg‘ﬂﬁl—beginning
with the year 1279.
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1283-93—Eleven pilgrimages to Mt. Satrufijaya.

1285—Construction of two niches in the temple of Ajitanatha on Mt. Taranga.

1286(8)—Building of the niches of Neminatha and Mahavira at Serisa.
(¢f. Jinaharsha’s Vastupalacharitra VIII ¢f. 653.)

1286—Beginning of the work of building the temple on Mt. Abu.

1287—Installation cermony of images in the temple on Mt. Abu.

1288—Installation of images in temples on Mt. Girnar.

1289—Building of Poshadhasala at Cambay.

1289—1293—Building of some Devakulikds on Mt. Abu.

1292—Completion of the temple on Mt. Abu.!

1292—Installation of two images of Ratnadevi in the temple of the Sun in
Nagara.

1295—Visaladeva reigning.

1296—Magha sudi Panchmi, Soma, Death of Vastupala.

1296—Tejahpala as high minister.

1296— Viramadeva reigning.

1297— Construction of two Devakulikas on Mt. Abu by Tejahpala.

1298—Governorship of Lunasinha at Broach.

1303—Tejahpala as high minister at the capital.

1304 (?)—Death of Tejahpala.

1310 & 1313—Earliest mention on Nagada as high minister.

The date of the battle with Sankha cannot be fixed with certainty, but I
think it occurred before the appointment of Vastupala’s son Jayantasinha as the
governor of Cambay in 1279.

Vastupala’s early career. Vastupala was born of a high family of Pa--an.
His forefathers held high positions of councillors of the kings of Gujarat. His
great grand-father Chandapa is described as the sun of the assembly of
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councillors and of fiery splendour.! His son Chandaprasada was never without
the ministerial seal. He had two sons—Siira and Soma.? Soma was the keeper of
the jewels of Siddharaja.® His son Aévaraja also held some position in the State
and had the favour of the Chaulukya King. He married Kumaradevi, daughter of
Abhu, who held the high position of Dandapati.* The story about Kumaradevi’s
being a widow is mentioned in none of the Sanskrita works noted above and
hence deserves no credit whatsoever. Asvaraja sank wells, tanks and erected
temples. With his mother he made seven pilgrimages to Mts. Satrunjaya and
Girnar.> Two of his pilgrimages are recorded in Girnar inscription and there he is
called Sanghapati. The Vastupalacharitra of Jinaharsha further mentions that
Asvaraja went to Sunhalakapura, which was given to him by the Chaulukya king.
It would thus mean that Asvaraja was appointed as an officer of Sunhalaka.
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After his death his wife shifted to Mandali with his children. Asvaraja had four
sons, Luniga, Malladeva, Vastupala (Vastiga), Tejahpala (Tejiga) and seven
daughters. Luniga died in infancy and Malladeva also seems to have died young.
After the death of Kumaradevi, the three brothers left Mandali and went on a
pilgrimage. On their return, they came to Dholka. The Kirtikaumudi, the
Vasantavilasa and the Prabandhachintamani mention that the two brothers had
gone to Dholka and Viradhavala himself made the appointment. The
Sukritasankirtana, the Vastupalaprasasti and the Sukritakirtikallolint on the other
hand inform us that the two brothers were already in the service of Bhima and
that he had given them to Viradhavala at his request.! Vastupala’s own statement

that he accepted the dependence of Bhima’s minister supports the latter view.?
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The position of Vastupala at the court of Dholka. King Bhima was very
weak and profligate, and unable to protect his kingdom from the depredations of
his feudatories and foreign enemies. He therefore made Lavanaprasada, the son
of Arnoraja, son of Kumarapala’s Maternal aunt, his Sarve$vara (vice-regent) to
regain the lost splendour of the kingdom of Gujarat. Though thus Bhima was the
king in name and Lavanaprasdda and his son the real rulers of Gujarat, the
father and the son were faithful to the throne of Anahillapura and did neither
usurp the throne nor style themselves as Maharajadhirajas, but they remained
content with their title of Mahamandale$vara.! Lavanyaprasada seems to have
remained at the court and was all-powerful there, as is clear from the various
grants, which he made to be issued for the maintenance of the temples etc. built
for the religious merit of his mother, while Viradhavala freely ruled at Dholka.
The position of the two ministers was quite unique. They had the full confidence
of Viradhavala, who turned deaf ears to the malicious back-biting of slanderers.
Vastupala had the administration of the whole kingdom in his hand? while
Tejahpala had the ministerial seal of the whole State® and Jaitrasimha, son of
Vastupala, held the governorship of Cambay. This power and confidences were
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Sangha’s Bhandara at Pa--an.
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mentioned that Vastupala has called him Maharajadhirdja in the Girnar inscrip-

tions (1288) and simply Maharanaka in the Mt. Abu inscription (1287).
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not ill-placed. The contribution of these two brothers, who were valiant warriors
and who possessed statesmanship of a very high order, to the expansion of the
kingdom and power of Viradhavala was very great. It was a great fortune of the
Vaghelas that they got two such able statesmen to lay the foundation of their
kingdom which, however, came to a very early end, mainly on account of
narrow-minded selfish ministers devoid of the love of the motherland.

The public works of the ministers. It has been said in the present work,
Mt. Girnar and Abu prasastis and the Naranardyanananda that the number of
public places—temples, rest-houses, wells, tanks etc. erected and sunk by the
two ministers was innumerable.! It is said in the Tirthakalpa that their public
works extended to $ri Saila in the south, Prabhasa in the west, Kedara in the
north and Benares in the east. This does not seem to be untrue, when their
enthusiasm and influence are considered. Mts. Satrufijaya, Girnar and Abu were,
however, marked out by them for spending their immense wealth. Here they
built magnificent temples vying with the Vimanas of gods. They spent eighteen
crores and ninety lacs on Mt. Satrufjaya, twelve crores and eighty lacs on Mt.
Girnar and twelve crores and fifty-three lacs on Mt. Abu. It is said that they
spent in all three hundred crores and fourteen lacs in public works. Some details
of these works will be found in the Notes.

The Ms. Material—The present edition of the Vasantavillasa is based on a
single ms. of the work hitherto known to exist. The ms. is dated Samvat 14852
(1429 A.D.) It consists of 24 leaves with numerical signs on the left and letters
on the right to show the pagination. It appears that it was copied from a palm-
leaf ms., like many other old mss. of the Vadi Parsvanatha’s Bhandar at Pa--an.
The leaves of the ms. were so brittle that it was difficult to handle them without
pasting them with transparent paper and a part of the upper edges was so much
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damaged that it turned to pieces even at a touch. The letters were faint and
much confusing, as the copyist had transcribed it from a palm-leaf ms. The ms.
was very incorrect and in some places words and phrases were wanting. The
lacuna of six verses after the end of the ninth canto shows that one leaf was
missing in the original palm-leaf ms. The task of editing was, therefore, very
difficult. The following few examples will suffice to make this clear.

T TR aHI A AT aRaTREsl | VI-59
TSI YRR SRSl | VI-62
A = fa gEdHL.. . VI-69

Sfuferd qorsl =qdifeq e o Woferaiash | VII-29

The edition of the present work from such quite defective material would
not have been undertaken at all but for the inducement to bring to light a
historical work. Our thanks are due to Sheth Vadilal Hirachand, the keeper of
the Bhandar of Vadi Parasvanatha’s temple at Pa--an for kindly lending us the
ms., though it was in a much-damaged condition.
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