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v A;STURATNAKO‘SA

lNTRODUCTlON

A A
T S L
Ratnakoéa or Vasturatnakoga - '

Aufrecht in his Catalogus Catalogrum has several entriés
referring to Ratnakog¢a, Inthe entry on page 490 he describes a ms,
thus—“Ratnakosa or Vastuvyfianaratnakosa-enumeration of things
supposed to exist in a definite number, written by a Jain' author.”
This description exactly applies to the contents of our work, .

There are, however, at least three other kinds of Ratnakosas
mentioned by Aufrecht from which this Ratnakoka is to be distin-
gmshed One Ratnakoéa is a work of Vaifesika philosophy, anéther
is alwork o Advaita philosophy bearing the name Advarta~Ratnakosa
and there is a third Ratnakosa which 1s a lexicon, (O

Ratnakoda literally means a treasure of jewels, Tn fact it is &
short treatise on various subjects which a cultured man was supposed: to
know'in the rIndian society of old times. The larger variety of such
works is represented by treatiSes ike Yuktikalpataru of Bhoja, Catur-
vargacintdmani of ‘Hemadri and also -Abhilasgitarthacintamani; of
Somesvara., Brhatsa,mh1ta of Varahamihira though predommently an
astronomical work algo discusses many miscellaneous topices,

Our Ratnakoga consists of twg parts. The first, part .consists of
Sitras containing the topies with thewr aggregate numbers, while,the
second, Vivarana mentlonmg each 1tem of the topics by name, The total
numbel of Stitras in different mss, varies from 100 to 104,

The subject-matter of these topies is mostly seeul&rJgJiving
general knowledge about social and poltical matters If we classify
these according to the four Purusarthas, we would find that most
of them fall under Axrtha and Kama; while some are of a géneral
literary nature. Thus, for example the following topics would come

und.éfAItha"“‘ 1‘3‘ 1"!; ’ l} Iy [ ’
Sl g, By S, Briter uf, aww O, rmaa‘tmigwr q:{%&;{
asarEin ete
The following fall under Kama ~ ' .

TR wRdat Rertai, @ot aEiser, m?ﬂﬁﬁr&ragﬁm
mmﬁﬂwﬁmﬁmmm mﬁqamtmm
graEaEy ete v
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II
Description of the manuseripts :-

|

'Y

The present text is based upon the following seven mss,; six of
which are complete All the seven are in a well preserved state,
They are named A,B,C,D,E,F and G,

Ms, A

Source : Muni Jinavijayaji’s collection, RaJasthan ’
No. 57

"Material - paper,

Folios. 4

Size . 10 % 5% inches

Number of lines 19 lines pe1 page
Nnmber of letters: 50 to 53 per line,

Age: not mentioned, appears to be about three hundred years old
Axuthor . not mentioned,

Script: Devanagari, .

Beging: <% 7t fit | o GEIRR W TSI |

L TG T GRS, | S ST e aeRd, b 97l
o AT G GG qAT | TR S AaT ete.

‘Ends - 4R mid gougd T TS WEREE | Gee U
'Colophon : iy TWRRRETEAREA Tam@g |
Ms. B
"Source. Sri Muktabai Jfianamandira, Dabhoi.
No: ¢
‘Foﬁos: 6

Material paper

Size: 10 x 4.25 inches

Area of wnting . 8 X 3 inches

‘Number of lines. 15 to 16 lines. )
, Numbeyof lebbers. 43 to 45 in each line, -

Age: not mentioned, appeais to be not later than 16th oent. AL D, .,
Axuthor: not mentioned.

Seript: Devanagani, |
Begins: aama@ﬁﬁmtmlm U

{

T T GO IR F90 1 R S S o ete.



InTRODUGTION 3

Ends: i myd | 3090 | SRS | TSRS | SN 1) 9ee 1) :

Colophon : 3R TR @AY || SBEHEW | 4, 99aRR gREET )
41, GRFRIRINSNG | #ft: | $iReg | FeTomEg |

Ms. C

Source: Gujarat Vidya Sabha, Ahmedabad. r
No.: 2165
Material : paper.
Folios: 12
Size: 8 x 4.5 inches,
Axea of writing: 6,5 x 3.75 inches,
Number of lines: 11 lines per page.
Number of letters. 31 to 38,
Age: Samvat 1755 (i e. 1699 A, D)
Author: Prthvidharacarya,
Script. Devanagari,
Begins: gk 1 sdgmad & qaglassmsg |
T GITT R SR 1)
et il e | B Sent 147 R SR 0 9e0 0
TATFARE 1| TR THEFA TG G|
TARREEAR TR ST 09 0
Ends: o8t oo 1 slfmr 1 al@mr 1 afmn 1 alen o o wwed 1 S afe
Colophon  3fy sz wWaa JqU | G Wag | FoIRTEG | G4, 94y 34
weIAR geTR Rt fiaravarde weaergn weomesn Pfad )
sficeg 1 20 1 gRaaf 1o el st

Ms, D

Source : Muni Jinavijayaji’s collection, Rajasthan,
No,: ?

Material Kashmirian paper

Folios: 8 (incomplete )

Size: 9.45 x 4 5 inches,

Number of lines. 21

Number of letters. 61

Age: not mentioned; appears to be not later than 15th cent A, D,
Author: not mentioned.

Soript: Devanaga,
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Bogins: =i 1 ity 1 9 ) Biind e 11 ete.

Bnds: mﬁqaﬁq\m\w&&mm@m\ﬁmlml Qe Broed 4
IR I AT N 9e =g >

Ms. E

Source * Muni Jinavijayaji’s Collection, Rajasthian,
No: ¢

Material : paper.

Folios: 9. 1 to 8a Ratnakosa, 8a to 9 Ragotpatti,
Size: 10 x 4.5 inches,

Number of lines 15 lines

Number of letters 38 to 40

Age not mentioned, appears to be about 150 yezus ' old
Script. Devanagari

t

Begins f 7Rt o | iR sarerern | 4 (3)EREM | Saemd & adamsEd |
TEUHd gAY EPAl SR L 9 1| & QT G wed Hﬂ%wnan
o ER AUSE | 947 FA AT BB ete

Ends ofuan saeg | ol mify | sy
Colophon : 3R sfit@sm |l i >y | FeAHY
Ms F ;

Source* Jesalmere Grantha Bhandara, Jesalmere
N 0. 315

Maternal papel

Folios 8

Size 9% x 4% 1nches

Number of lines 14 lines
Number of letters 48 letters

Age Samvat 1709 (1 e. 1653 A. D.)
Author mnot mentioned
Script  Devanagari

Begins s | o @A frerd | St T4 GRSEREH @m‘ex
TN @A ETRA | aqaaxa:mn TR, R AT A Y S
T L9 | R Swerag 0

Ends. e smeag 300

Colophon : zﬁoﬁ{aﬁm[]m[]

M, 3o, 1 Famas®a oo RS Wdha aﬁaﬁn%twﬁsﬁﬁsaal
T FRT IR 1

y afr 3[_‘ I 7 {nF »,

STTNSEN hfeafn: dag SR ah Rﬁﬂaaﬁw&mm«uaﬁu



- INTRODUCTION i}
Ms, G

A copy prepared under the supervision- of Muni Jinavijayaji
from & ms, of Jesalmere Grantha Bhandara, Jesalmere,

Beging: &% 7 et { A FEGRAT TR TSR | o
GO AT ORI THVIRA, ) '
T o e A EEE T U ARy i s ebo,
Enas: wﬁémnwnmlmﬁﬁmmlwmﬁm
Colophon . g tama:ﬂwmm TN B 0 c

, 11T
Method of editing -

‘ A. comparative study of the seven mss. available to me showed
that even though the main substance of the text is common it has
congiderable varations  So the possibility of discovering the original
text became remote. Under the circumstances, I adopted the following
procedure in presenting this text.

Of the seven mss. D seems to be the oldest, though incomplete,
while A, B, G. seem to belong to one proto-type. I have taken D
ag the basis of the text upto siitra 85 and for the remaining portion of
the text I have taken ms. A, which is next in age. The readings of

D and A, however, have not been adoptied in the text where they were
corrupt or unsatisfactory. )

7

Variants of other mss. have been noted in the footnotes,

In presenting the Vivarana, mss. A, B and G have been adopted
55'the basis, because they together yield, on the whole a satisfactory text,

Where, however, the readings of other mss. seemed better, they have
been given in the text,

Asg however, the different mss give at several places different
informations, I have thought it proper to give below the main text,
the texts of other mss, 1n full Thus the reader will have before th
mote or less complete texts of the Vivarana of all the mss

In appendix A, are given the additional Sttras of ms. E ag well
as the old Gujarati ‘Tabbo contained mmit. In appendix B simlar
matter gathered fiom some other works 18 given,

" In the Index I have included importent variations from the
texts of Vivarana given 1n the footnote,
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’ v
A.u’chorshi\p and. Age

Of the seven mss. only one, namely C mentions the name of the
author as Prthvidharacarya and one, namely E mentions Vedavyasa
as the author i its Gujarati ‘Tabbo’ As we have seen above
Aufrecht atitributes the authorship of Ratnakosa to a Jain, though he
does not mention the proper name. It appears that Aufrecht was led
to regard this as a Jain work on account of the mention of o€ ete. gt the
beginning  of 'his* ‘manuseript We have seen that four, namely
A, D,F, and G, of our seven mss' also begin in the Jain way, B 'starts
dn:ec’sly with the text without any mangala, C starts with +f gf: and
E with sy 7q, while one ms. belonomb to the Oriental Instltute
Baroda, not used by me being very corrupt starts with s s w@. We

cannot say defimtely whether =i s@=l w@ can be taken as a Jain
or Brahmanical way of beginmng

We, however, cannot draw any conclusion about the author
being a Jain or mon-Jain from the way in which the mss begin,

because 1t depends upon the religion of the scribe or the patron who
got the ms. copied.

The absence of veference to the name of the author in five mss.
and mention of Vedavyasa in one make us hesitate in attributing our
Ratnakosa to Prthvidhaiacirya o the authomty of the ms. C. The

only thing that we can: do for the present is to accept him provisionally
as the author of our work

The acceptance of Pithvidharicarya as the author of Ratnakoéa,

however, does not help us n fixing the age of the work Aufrecht has
mentioned several Prthvidhariciryas® We do not know which one
wiote the Ratnakoda given in the ms C. '

Hemadri in his Caturvargacmtdmani quotes Ratnakoda, at least

twice, once 1n the Viatakhanda and second time 1n the Pargesakhanda
as follows )

Sl CLAEEI R R T e o £
ARSI FYFE T T |
IRFERT g% argeRE aRag

1 Aufrecht in addition to Ratnakoga has the following entries about the works
of Prthvidharaciarya —

(1) suldem, (2) ogevgde®  (8) awderm, (4) RUUEESIGEIC
- 2 '!;; ;1;; w:%t:qn;gtnry on Mreohakatika (6) TV'o.'féeﬁuka. Ratnakoéa and

L
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Hawra Qi EEe N T |

aRYeTeRd agereTgad | Ad. 1 (page 242) Vratakhanda.
e T TR GRE |

TR T A GFEGTIRRTET T |

daRRy s g fmva o (page 732 ) Paridesakhanda.,

Here it may be pointed out that from the nature of the topics,
one can expect these verses in our Ratnakosa, but in fact we do not
find them in any one of our mss  This implies that there may be other
versions of the Ratnakosa which might have contained these verses.
But as the verses mentioned by Hemadri do not occur m our text, his
reference to Ratnakoéa cannot help us to settle the date of our
Ratnakoga,

So the only thing that we can say is that it is older than our
oldest Ms. D which appears to belong to the 15th cent. A. D, The
names mentioned in the ‘Rijavamsas’ vary so much that they cannob
help us in settling the earher limit of the age.

The work may be supposed to belong to an age later than the
10th cent. A. D.

* * * * * *

Before concluding, I must not omit to tender my most sincere
thanks to the revered Acharya S1i Mum Jinaviyayapn, the Honorary
Director of Rajasthan Puratattva Mandir, Jaipur (now Jodhpur),
for not only accepting this work for pubhcation in Rajasthan Puritana
Granthamala but also for being lkind enough to spare time to go over
the greater portion of the text with me and make several important
suggestions which have been mostly acted upon.

I take this opportunity of expressing my sincere thanks to my
painstaking teacher mn Ancient Indian Culture and guide in the pre-
paration of my thems for the Ph D degree, Prof R. C. Pankh,
Director, B, J. Institute, Gujarat Vidya Sabha, Ahmedabad, for giving
much of his valuable time for discussing with me several problems

connected with my research work and especially the preparation of the
Present text,

Almedabad, } PRIYABALA SHAH

12-4-1959.
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