gﬁaﬁlﬁmm&'iﬁaﬁawaﬁrmﬂwﬁxw

qaﬁmﬁﬁmm

2|
ﬁs{awﬂﬁ%ﬁas@f%s:

s“’o

 afaa
CAERELIRIEE D il




MATTIRGREFIH S

Thie
: %ma;a o e /”amoty a/f e
%-eaf e.%o'nf and :%Aa/a,z,

%'a}w @Zat;na ;%u’

2,
/[u e %afya v(//a} @
ek

% gz‘a/'azafp' and (g‘nﬂg/{wl{ Cranslations.
ﬁna, 7947




® 3’
% )

SpEF ST T : L
"oooo m. 'o;"n@
[N AN N > | A
[AATIHFICSRIF S
i sqrada-fmagaeaafasa -
faz f=a:

[l sy -
atgiaa-Aud-dasd - agarEag®:

[
i m e
o

T ¥y, FH T 2%, g, J. jvo0}

°°ﬁ o
Qg 3 #2 %oy
} Poef o, &
™y 1)
'ﬂ" Q'c hJ :
"%, %%, [2 o oat pa - 0 o,
5 a%Sg a® s core @ - ©d Svel 3o
L1 o0 1 o e = 2]
v > W




A5LAE

2 Arllaa yllaw 30{!1%&1
AG A, qRRY)

220y ndadt—

A Qe wull, wida (din daeun )
2lya Diruzala AuA'e, AHAYR
2lya Adld waadeld, Uy

T HeE
AlG AN deg@ly
sl nQled Au—ailadl2.



sl 81U WA-RUAAIR,




Jain Education International For Private & Personal Use Only www.jainelibrary.org



USSP ST PSS PPN

Hglrk v eAlAd e Sl(Amraiin-
ARY wRtvd (Aaie-ay 20w YAflg-
Y oda™id QY A YTHYSA HELYRNAL
YAy A Ae(a A0 Wa i 3,

Ale, (4. A, Roo3 —Awny

th

geaen-gaeay (dgdia) Leke
Y- YA ( 45 ) 9¢¢9
¢ srEil 'a3T—. C 4 ) 2%03
Cqrard egE-g. (4, ) 2o
feator—4, C » ) 233R

ATXWRIFS {0

b e e o o oo o o o g o oy o T S T Y S VW



Vijaya Dharma Suri

" A poor man’s son, he grew to be u
Great Teacher. He studied in no  school,
and received no university degrees; but he
was so learned that on him the Hindu
Panditas of Benares conferred the title of
Acharya. As u boy, he mixed with men of
no character, he learnt to gamble; but this
gambler became a saint ! He lost much in
gambling; one day, this Mulachanda ( that
was his original name ) reflected on the
vanity of the world; he repented; that day’s
gambling became for him a door for the
coming in of God’s grace. He wept bitter
tears; he resolved to leave his town and
go in search of a Guru; he found one;
studied the Shastras: he became a scholar,
a sage, a saint. His life’s story sends to us

a message of hope.”

—T. L, Vaswani, Karachi.
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{ I bow to the great Acharya Vijaya
Dbarma Suri—- |

Whose parents Ramachanda and
Kamala Devi by name, belonging to the Visa
Shrimali Vaishya community, lived in their
native village of Mahuva with land fertile
and watery, in the country of Saurashtra

{ Kathiawar ) ;
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Whose original name was Mulachandw
and who, dull and disregardful of his own
future, being averse to school-life or study,
stupidly gave himself up to playing and
purposeless roaming, and in the long

run became addicted to gambling and

speculation ;
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Who, being fond of gambling, one
day risked and lost a large amount of
money in the evil pastime, whereupon
who was severely reprimanded by his father
whose pecuniary condition was not satis-

factory, with the result that whe suddenly

hecame awakened;
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To whose awakened inner eye the
transmigratory cyebe ( phenomenal world
or earthly life-gaix) appeared ugly or
strangely  iysterious and troublesome,
whereupon who being disgusted with the
delusive mundane living, beesme anxious

to find out his trne welfare;
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Who thereupon leaving his native
village went to Bhavnagar, approached the
saint Vriddhichandraji Mabaraja and after
hearing his instructive sermons giving pro-
per guidance, became ready to lay himself
at the feet of the revered ascetic and to get

himself initiated into the order of monks;
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Who, being considered fit ( for initia-
tion ), was, at the age of nineteen, initiated
into the order of monks with the consent
of his father, by the high-souled monk,

and who received the monastic name of

Dharmavijaya;
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Who, with unswerving resoluteness,
went on achieving his progressive advance-
ment with the aid of right conduect, steady
devotion to the great (Furu ( preceptor )
and proper diligenece in the pursuit of

learning;
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Who has, by his own example, clearly
demonstrated that even a dull-witted per-
son can achieve a high degree of advance-
ment, if he is devoted to his duties with

the force of firm determination;
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In whose mind bent upon leading
the society to elevation, there arose an
ardent desire to produce able learned men

from among the house-holders ( common

people );
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Who, having gone to Kashi (Benares)
founded a Sanskrita-teaching institution
for the spread of learning and benefitted
the country by producing from the insti-

tution great erudite scholars;
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Who brought to light time-honoured
old great works on various important sub-
jects and thus proclaimed the superior
richness of the good Arya ( Indian )

literature;
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Who kept up an excellent corres-
pondence with western scholars and thus
diffused in their countries the renown of
the greatness and magnitude of the Arya
culture and philosophy;
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Who, while travelling in the countries
of Kashi, Magadha, Anga and Banga,
preached Ahinsa ( non-injury )and caused.
hundreds of cruel and flesh-eating men
to follow the path of Ahinsa;
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Who met native Rajas in India and
sermonized to them the duties of Rajas;
who was adored by the foremost learned
men of India, being attracted by his great

virtues;
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Who having sent his two learned
students to Lianka ( Ceylon ), broad-heart-
edly tried to work out good cultural unity
with the Bauddhas of the place;
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\
Who, being invited by the late Pandita

Malaviyaji, delivered a lecture in the grand
meeting of ‘Sanatana Dharma Mahasabha’
assembled on the occasion of the Kumbha-
Mela at Prayaga ( Allahabad ) and who was
there highly greeted with acclamatioﬁs;
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Who being regarded as a connective
link between the East and the West, was
honoured by his election as an Honorary
Member of the German Oriental and Ita-
lian Asiatic Societies and an Associate

Member of the Asiatic Society of Bengal;
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Who managed through the interven-
tion of the High authority ( E. G. Colvin,
late A. G. G., Rajputana ) to put a stop
to the unholy practice of the foreigners
who insisted upon entering the Jaina
temples on Mount Abu, with their leather-

boots on;
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Who, being a ripe and learned scholar
of world-wide reputation, was honoured
with the distinguished title of < Acharya’
( Shastravisharada Jainachsrya ) being con-
ferred upon him, by a large assembly of
eminent Panditas of India, under the pre-

sidency of the Maharaja of Benares ;
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- Who advised people universal brother-
hood, preached religion ( Dharma) of
humanity and strove considerably to spread

education and learning; to that great ascetic:

Vijaya Dharma Suri, I pay my homage.
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The distinguished services rendered
by him to the cause of Sanskrita literature
will never be forgotten as long as Indian

literature continues to be studied.
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An educational institution at Shivapuri
( Gwalior ), a Jaina Gurukula at Palitana
( Kathiawar ) and Jnanamandira (a grand
public library ) at Agra, are the richest of

his legacies.
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Victory to Shree Vijaya Dharma Suri
whose knowledge was like the churning-
mount in churning the ocean of scriptures,
whose forbearance was like a shower of
rain for the fire—litke anger of the intensely
angry, whose extending lustre of austerity
of Brahmacharya ( celibacy ) was a light on
the earth and whose self-restraint was
far eulogized.
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Be good to the preceptor Vijaya
Dharma Suri who was possessed of high
dignity and lofty spirit, who was greatly
inclined to doing good to others, who was
like the moon in pleasing the ecrooked
minds of hard opponents, who was able
to quell down the intense fire of ignorance
or infatuation by pouring the nectar-like
instruction of detachment and who was
wont to appreciate the virtues of any
person !
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This is my pure devout salutation
with folded hands to the great Guru shin-
ing with wdfw  ( religious activities ),
enjoying ®#awr ( works benefitting people )
and sporting in sfeRalT ( Spirituality ).
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Vijaya Dharma duri

“ \..eoe...he is one of the most impre—
ssive personalities I ever met with, in the

whole world, ”
—Sylvain Levi ( Paris ).

“ rveesessstt man of a singular force of
characteor...... the true mediator between

Jaina thoughi‘; and the West. ”
—F. W. Thomas ( London ).

“ Without his help I should not have
been able to carry on my studies in Jain-

ism successfully. ”
—Hermanu Jacobi ( Germany ).

“.....a great scholar and a prominent
priest of his community......one who has
rendered ‘excellent service to Sanskrita
scholarship 'by the help he has offered to

his fellow-students in Kurope. ”
—M. Winternitz ( Czecho-Slovakia ).
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eereee... @ man, for whom not ounly
I, but so many German scholars had the
greatest veneration, and whose writings
and activities in the cause of Jainism they
so highly appreciate.

ceeveen. As  an  indefatigable investiga.

tor in the vast field of Jaina literature,

he combined the scholarship of the Indian

Acharya with the critical methods of the
West. ”’

—Helmuth von Glasenapyp ( Germany )

“ No other scholar has spread more
light on Jaina literature and Jaina history

than he. ”’
—Johannes Hertel ( Germany ).

13

vivee.s.8 Jiving link between the East

and the West.
—Sten Konow ( Norway ).

“ His distinguished services to the
cause of Sanskrita literature will never
be forgotten as long as Indian literature
continues to be studied.”

—J. Jolly ( Germany ).



“ He was in fact a great citizen of
the world, known and admired among the
discerning of all countries. ”

—Franklin Edgerton (U, S. A.).

“ His great reputation of liberal cul-
ture and large-mindedness had often urged
me to visit him..,......... 7.

—Ravindra Nath Tagore.

* This is a serious loss to the whole
of India, and especially to me. He was an
epoch-making scholar and saint............ ”.

—R. Shamashastry { Mysore ).

He was well-known to most scholars

~in Burope and the Cambridge University

Press has shown him the unique honour
of publishing his biography ”.
—S. K. Belvalkar ( Poona ).
“1 think that not only Jainism has
lost one of its most distinguished leaders,
but that, with the death of Vijaya Dharma
Suri, the world itself is deprived of one
of its greatest wmen . ‘
—Giuseppe Tucci ( Italy ).
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““I never had the privilege of’ meeting
‘him; but many people in'this'country will
unite with me in deploring ‘the loss of a
ripe- and ' learned scholar ‘of world-wide
reputation ”, bt
—George Griél‘épn (England )

“ x x X in whom-the Jaina Comniunity
has lost ‘an inspiring personality, and India
one of her most meritorious sons, 'He was
an’ outstanding exponent of Jainism essen-
tially. the oldest of the existing  Indian

faiths .
—( Daily London Times ).

- “He was one of those ‘who, though
‘belonging - still “to "this ‘world, ‘and’ suffe-

l'lng o & et oniams
Serving JinShason -¢ gy

T e

y to.give us an
mstane gyanma"°"@“°°’“",',‘ .0 of living; and
“to point. ‘out a seope beyond the range of :
wisdom of many others 7. - v iy 0l 14

 —Heinrich' Zimmer ( Germany ). |
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