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[Addaudl (B9 dxil Kavyanusasane by Acarya Hemacandra, Vol.ll, Part

1,“Inroduction”, p. CXLIX-1149(Bombay 1938, 3rd ed.)™i &@vidi »qdld & % :
“This temple is known after him (Vimala) as Vimalavasahi...It appears that the
coustruction: of the whole temple was not finished in Vimala's life-time; for the
rafiga-mandapa according to the P.P.S. (Purdtanaprabandha-Sangraha) was
made by his son Cahila (p. 152). According to the N.N.C.P {Neminatha carita
prasasti}, however, it was constructed by his grandson Prthvipala in the region

of Kumarapazla.”

Colophon of an Apabhrari$a work called Neminathacariii of one Haribhadrasfiri
who completed the work in V.8, 1216 {=AD. 1160) in the residence provided
by Minister Prthvipila in the reign of Kuméirapila, p. CIli (K. 8. Vol. I, “Intro™).
(3=l yeellwia Rnan dl ua Ruany alRs oy den wdlst edt.)

to Wlvirl Gudsd Yaas e wuidal Ruaqudl Wi (il aladt) Qudly sadis

[t saL A3 B

.See U. P. Shah, “Introduction”, Holy Mt. Abu by Munishri Jayantavijayaji,

Bhavnagara 1954, pp. iii-vi @

“The famous sabhamandapa of Vimala-vasahi with its wonderful lotus pendent
in the main ceiling and figures of the sixteen Vidyadevis, was either rebuilt or
newly added by Prthvipala, a minister of Kumarapala in C. 1204-06 V.S. {1148
1150 A. D.), i. e., at least 116 years after the erection of the shrine by Vimala.”
“In an adjacent smaller dome, in one of the porticos, is a figure of Sarasvati
having on each side a2 male worshipper standing on a lotus..with his name
inscribed below...showing that the two figures represent two artists, Sittradhara
Keld (with a measuring rod in hand) on the left of Sarasvatl and Sixradhdra
Loyana (with folded hands on the right of the goddess) who must be identified

as the chief architect and sculptor (respectively) of this mandapa. The figures of
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Vidyadevis, in the main ceiling of the Mandapa, alike in style to that of the
Sarasvatl image or of the Laksmi in the corresponding dome of the Portico en
the other side of the Rangamandapa, as also the many-armed goddesses in the
corridor-ceiling of this shrine, belong to the same style and age, which must be
of Kumarapala. The inference is further supported by a study of figure sculptures
on the outer walls of the Jaina shrines at Jalor fort and Tarangd, built by

Kumarapéaia which show the same style in figure sculpture.”

“Prthvipala, the minister of Kumarapala, was a descendent of Nedha, the brother
of Vimala Saha. An inscription on the wall of cell 14, Vimala vasahi (see Abu,
Vol.li, inscription no. 72} states that Prthvipila, the son of Ananda, did the
tirthoddhdra (extensive repairs and conservation) of this shrine in V. 8. 1206 (c.
1150 A. D.}. It is, therefore, natural to expect sculptures of the age of
Kumarapala in the shrine erected by Vimala, the Dandaniyaka of Bhima I.
Fortunately, reliable contemporary literary evidence, supporting our inferences,
is preserved in the Prasastis of three unpublished works of Haribhadra Stri
whose writing activity was patronised by Prthvipala. According to the
Candrapraebha-caritra-prasastis of Haribhadrasfiri (Ms. at Patana), Prthvipala
erected a big lovely Mandapa (in this shrine) with figures of his ancestors riding
on elephants. The relevant passage is as under :-

W AF=aitiel Je-fanafamsfer wead |

Teangesvd 59 O 3% |

PR HeggRawa g |

fafgd o "Huvuli SgqeF-TeeRmy |t
Obviously, this refers to the erection of the Hasti$3la in front of the Vimala
Vasahl. Now, in his Mallinatha-caritra-Prasasti, the same author replaces =% Joi
&8 for W 7N T in the above verse. This reading would show that Prthvipala
erected a very beautiful Mandapa in the shrine and a Hasti$aia in front of it
Another work, Neminatha-cariu, also composed by this author, but in the
Apabhrams$a, contains a Pradasti at the end, eulogising the family of Prthvipala
and giving us the same type of historical data as the other two Prasastis in
Prakrit. A manuscript of this work is preserved in the Jaina collections at

Jesalmer. Here the author says :-

o1 srepEiffe faRfematmafaa fanvaf sreaey deq wufaf og 1E SopE w9 1
598 difafa |
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In none of the Prasastis is it said that Prthvipala repaired the old Mandapa. It is,
therefore, safer to assume that this wonderful Mandapa was a work of the age
of Kumarapala. As stated above, a study of the art-style of the sculptures points
to the same conclusion. Incidentally, we might note that Sutradhara Keld and
Surradhara Loyana, attending upon Sarasvati, noted above, must be regarded as
the architect and sculptor of this famous mandapa.”
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UG i eliotanl (AN AL M@ R Avtal Ased 80 § W “The Date of the
Dancing Hall of the Sun temple, Modhera” (Journal of the Asiatic Society of
Bombaqy, Vol. 38/1963 (NS), p. 216) »ictdld a-il »it dd nuy M 36l “The
problem of the dates of the different components of Vimala vasahi has been
immensely complicated by later renovations. The marble, now aged o a deep,
lovely ivory-cream suffused with delicate and vivid hues of a rainbow, casts a
subtle camouflage that successfully eludes the observer. To the Vimala’s own
heroic and glamorous personality, the tradition and legends liberally allowed all
the credit of the marble splendours treasured in this temple, to gravitate. This
explicit faith has now been shaken by recent researches on this world famous
monument. Recent findings on the problem have in fact some revelations to
make. The Main Shrine, the Closed Hall and the Hastisala certainly date from the
time of Vimala. The authorship of the great Raitgamandapa, the Devakulikas and
the seven elephants inside the Hastisdld goes, on unimpeachable Contemporary
literary authorities, supported by epigraphic evidence, to Prthvipala, minister of
Kumarapala, who completed this work round about A. D. 1150. The Vestibule
and the two lateral porches of the Closed Hall, occupy an intermediate position
in style, and attributed to the 3rd quarter of 11th century. Its authorship should

go to Cahilla, a brother of Vimala, as literary evidence ultimately points out.”
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