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GENERAL EDITOR’S INTRODUCTION

The Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan has so far published 53 volumes in
the Singhi Jain Series. When the late Muni Jinavijayaji had been to
Santiniketan in December 1931 he had started the Singhi Jain Grantha-
mala with the very liberal financial assistance of late Shri Bahadursimhaji
Singhi*. When the Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan was started in 1938, Shri
Muniji joined the Bhavan at the special invitation of Kulapati Munshiji
and entrusted the Singhi Jain Series to the Bhavan. Since then, the
Bhavan has brought out this series with meticulous care and this presti-
“gidis series has received respect of scholars and international recogni-
tion. Shri Muniji remained its General Editor till his death, which took
place on June 3, 1976.

II

Muniji was born on January 27, 1888, at Rupaheli in Mewar in
Rajasthan. His parents were Vriddhisimhaji and Rajkumari. They were
Rajput farmers and Muniji’s orginal name was Kisan Singh. At a young
age, he joined the sect of a Baba, then a Marwari Jain monk, and then
ultimately was initiated by Muni Sundervijayaji, and given the name
“Jinavijayaji.” With keenness and industry, he devoted himself entirely
to exploring Bhandaras for manuscripts and to reading, editing and
making research. He went to Jaisalmer, Baroda, Bombay and Poona.
Gandhiji invited him to the Gujarat Vidyapith at Ahmedabad. - He gave
up the costume of a monk to pursue more vigorously his research plans.
In 1928, he went to Germany at the invitation of Dr. Jacobi. Coming
back to India he joined the Dandi March in 1932 at Gandhiji’s call.
Thereafter he joined Santiniketan at Gurudev Tagore’s invitation and
it was here, as stated above, in 1931 that this Singhi Jain Series was
started. .,

After Muniji joined Bhavan, this series has become a very prestigious
and integral part of the Bhavan. Even though he went to Jaipur as
Director to serve his native place the Singhi Jain Series was purposely
and continously kept entrusted to the Bhavan by Muniji. In Jaipur,
he established a Research Institute—Rajasthan Puratatva Mandir—and
started another series. He then went to Chanderia near Chittor and
started a Sarvodaya Sadhana Ashrama. At Udaipur, he laid the foun-

*Regarding Muniji's life, see his Sanskrit Prasasti in Kumarapalacharitra Sangraha and other
Volumes of this series, as aiso the article by Pandit Sukhlalji in Darsan and Chintan, pp.94 ff.
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dation of Bhamasa Bharati Mandir and Shri Haribhadra Suri Smriti
Mandir. He received the co-operation of a number of learned scholars
and has edited more than a hundred rare works. He delivered the
Thakkar Vasanji Vyakhyanamala of the Bombay University. He was
awarded the title of “Padmashri” by the Government of India. He
became a member of the German Oriental Society and was also the
President of the Gujarat Itihasa Parishad.

He remained the Hon. Director of the Bhavan till 1954 when he
formally retired to work more vigorously at Jaipur and thereafter I was
asked to be the Hon. Director. As stated above, he moved from place
to place, from time to time and subsequently on account of age, failing
health and more particularly his failing eye-sight, the tempo of publica-
tion of the Singhi Jain Series became slow, more particularly because he
was keen to write an exhaustive Introduction to each publication himself.
In spite of repeated requests from me, it was not possible for him to write
these Introductions in view of the aforesaid difficulties. However, the
Bhavan was able to bring out two volumes in 1966 and 1967 by Dr. A. N.
Upadhye and Tarunaprabhacharya’s Shadavasyaka-Balavabodhavritti
edited by late Dr. Prabodh Bechardas Pandit in 1976. The last men-
tioned work contains in detail an exhaustive Introduction by Muniji,
written at my repeated spec1al requests, and gives the history of this
Series. Even though it is named as Singhi Jain Series, Muniji has in-
cluded in it many non-Jain works also. The series has gained interna-
tional rccognition and is referred to as a prestigious publication in the
Report of the Sanskrit Commission appointed by the Government of
India.

Vinaya-Sutra of Mila Sarvastivadin school of Buddhism by Bha-
danta Gunaprabha was secured and brought to light by late Tripita-
kdcharya Mahapandita Sri Rahul Sankrityayana. He has critically
edited this text. In “the Chinese Buddhist Tripataka™ by Bunyiu Nanjio,
(Oxford 1883) Co. 1441 is the Vinaya Pilaka of the Mula Sarvastivadhins.
It appears that the manuscript of the present Vinaya Sutra of the same
school by Bhadanta Gunaprabha was secured by late Rahulji either from
China or Tibet.

Rahulji was born on April 9, 1893 at Pandaha in Azamgarh Dis-
strict, U. P. in India. His original name was Kedarnath Pande. His
father was Govardhan Pande and mother was Xulavanti Devi. He
became a Sadhu in 1912, and twice went to jail in the political move-
ments. In 1927 he went to Sri Lanka as a Sanskrit teacher and there he
studied Buddhist literature. He went to Tibet four times—in 1929, 1934,
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1936 and 1938; he also visited European countries, Japan, Korea, Man-
churia, Russia and Iran. He again courted jail in 1940. From 1944 to
1947 he became professor in the Leningard University of Russia. In
1958 he visited China and thereafter became a professor in Sri Lanka
in 1959. Unfortunately he lost his memory in December 1961 and he
expired on April 14, 1963. He was awarded the upadhi of Sahityava-
chaspati, the Hon. Degree of D. Litt., and Upadhis of Mahapandita and
Tripitakacharya. He was made Padma Bhushan by the Government
of India. He wrote novels, short stories, biographies, autobiography,
travel literature and essays. He has also written on Science, Sociology,
politics, philosophy and Religion. His editing translation and Re-
search work in Sanskrit covers several volumes. He was a prolific writer
and has written more than 125 works.

Even in the life time of Buddha there were certain persons like
Upananda and Shadvargikas who liked to ignore some of the rules made
by Buddha; and immediately after the demise of Buddha, there appears
to have been the first Sangiti of the Buddhist texts where Mahikashyapa
presided and even at that time there were some old monks like Purina
and Gavampati who expressed a dissident note. After Buddha there
was no central figure commanding loyalty of the entire sangha. Bud-
dha did not appoint any one. Different groups on the basis of region,
teachers, or branches of study arose in due course. Even though Buddha
had given up an extemely hard life and severe penance, he had to pro-
vide for certain classes of people who believed in them. Some of the
monks paid great attention to minor practices and this led to the forma-
tion of many groups.

Hundred years after the death of Buddha the, Vrijin monks who
came from the Eastern regions advocated some ten points which were
opposed by monks of the Western region. There was a discussion and
a decision was taken against the Vrijin monks, who, however, seemed to
have a majority and they formed themselves into a separate group called
the Mahasanghikas and the orthodox group was known as sthavirava-
dins or theravadins.

Thereafter, there were further subdivisions.

Up to the end of Maurya rule the centre of Buddhist religion was
Magadha. But after the break up of the Magadha empire, the centre of
Buddhist religion moved towards West to Mathura and Punjab and

during the time of Kanishka it was in prominence in Gandhara and
Kashmir.



According to Rahulji, as stated in his “Bauddha Darshan” at page
58, the various sub-divisions of the Bauddha religion during the time of
Asoka (269 B.C.) were as under :

Bauddha-Dharma
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In other words, within 100 years of Buddha’s death there were two
groups, Sthaviravada and Mahasanghikas. Thereafter within a further
period of 125 years, there were six subdivisions of Mahasanghikas and
12 subdivisions of Sthaviravada. In all there were then 18 nikayas.

Sarvastivada was included in the Sthaviravada. All these 18 Nika-
yas had their own pitakas of sutra, Vinaya and Abhidharma. There
were many similarities in the Pitakas of Sutra and vinaya, but there was
great difference in Abhidharma Pitaka where the texts were also diffe-
rent. The table given above is according to the commentary on the
Katha-Vatthu. Pali sources mention six other sects. Mahasanghikas in
due course gave rise to Mahayanists, whose two sub-schools of Madh-
yamikas and yogacharins are well-known.

The sthaviravadins and the Sarvastivadins gave rise to the school of
Mula-Sarvastivadas, Haimavatas, etc. From them arose the school of
Vaibhasikas who were continuing the traditions of Sarvastivada. Vai-
bhashikas relied more on abhidharma literature while another school of
Sautrantikas relied more on the sutras and considered abhidharma as
no part of the sacred literature.

Sarvastivadins were very close to the school of Sthaviravada and
this school of Sthaviravadin is said to have originated in the third cen-
tury B.C. They werc realists. Their great authority was Vasubandhu,
who wrote a treatise called Abhidharma-Kosa. Originally he was a
vaibhasika, but later on he became a prominent yogacharin on the pur-
suasion of his elder brother Asanga.

The original canon of Buddhist religion appears to be in Magadha.
Perhaps no portion of the Original Magadha canon has survived. How-
ever, the Ceylonese canon appears to be very near to it. The Pali canon
was reduced to writing in Ceylon in the first century B.C.

The Sanskrit canon of North India appears to have been derived
independently from the original Magadha canon. While all the schools
have Vinaya and Sutra Pitakas, only two schools, one of Ceylone and
the other of the Sarvastividins possess Abhidharma Pitaka. Both of
them have different texts. The Sarvastivadin school originated in Kash-
mir and then spread far and wide. Their canon was in Sanskrit. Tt
is not possible to say how far their canon differs from the Sthaviravada
school of which they were a subdivision. As observed by Farquhar,
we have to entirely depend for our knowledge of this school upon Chinese
and Tibetan translations, only fragments of the original Sanskrit having
survived. According to Saravastivadins, a general Buddhist Council
was held during the time of Kanishka in Kashmir where commentaries
on three baskets were composed.



Mula Sarvasthivadin vinaya and a number of texts of the Vinaya
of other Hinayana schools were translated into Chinese, while all the
chief works of the abhidharma of Sarvastivadins were reproduced in
Chinese and Tibetan. After Itsing returned to China he is said to have
spent 12 years in translating Buddhist texts. In them there were 13
works representing Mula Sarvastivadin Vinaya. (Farquhar in Outline
of Rel. lit. of India p. 207.)

It is said that Sarvastivadins were probably the most vigorous of
the Hinayana school. Two of their chief works of Vinaya were trans-
lated into Chinese in 404 A.D. and parts of them were also rendered into
Kuchean (Hoernle ‘“Manuscript Remains of Bud. Lit.”).

Winternitz observes on page 4, Vol. II (A History of Indian Litera-
ture) that the Vinaya of the Mula Sarvastivadin harks back to an early
age.

As observed above, the literature of Mula Sarvastivida is in Sansk-
rit which also testifies to the antiquity and the fidelity of the Pali version.
Fragments of the canon of Mula Sarvastivida have been discovered
recently in Central India.

Though not translated from Pali there is ample evidence to show
that there is fidelity with the Pali version. Winternitz observes that
there are many literal agreements and that there is a uniformity behind
both these collections. Some of these works are known only from the
Tibetan and Chinese translations. Quoting Oldenberg, Winternitz says
“the Pali copy though actually not of infaliable accuracy, must still be
judged as eminently good™.

Itsing mentions Arya-Mula-Sarvastivida and states that the schools
of Mula Sarvastivada, Dharmaguptas and Mahisisaka and Kaisyapiyas
are its subdivisions. Winternitz observes that the relation between
Sarvastivada and Mula Sarvastivada, is however, by no means clear. He
says that the Sarvastivada school of the Hinayana which had its adher-
rents more especially established in Kashmir and Gandhara had spread
to Central India, Tibet and China and had Sanskrit canon of its own.
We know it from many fragments which have been discovered among the
manuscripts and block prints brought from Eastern Turkestan. Pro-
bably texts of Mula Sarvastivida were translated from Sanskrit into Chi-

.nese by the Chinese pilgrim Itsing in the year 700 to 712. There are,
however, Chinese translations of single texts dating from the middle of
the Second Century onwards and there were adherents of the Sarvisti-
vada in India as early as the second century B.C. In wording and ar-
rangement of texts, the Sanskrit canon evinces great similarity to the Pali
canon. There are many points of differences also. A feasible explana-
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tion of this is that both cannons had a common source, probably the
lost Magadha canon. (Winternitz Vol. IT page. 232)

As has been observed earlier the canon of the Mula Sarvistivadins
comes to us only in an incomplete way. Quoting Przyluski, Winternitz
observes on page 624, Vol II, “Compilers of the Vinaya of the Mula
Sarvastivadins are likely to have borrowed from the ancient collection
of fables of which our Divyavadana is only a late recension”.

Ryukan Kimura in his “A historical study of the terms of Hiniyana
and Mahayana and the origin of Mahayina Buddhism” observes on page
7, quoting Vinita Deva of the 8th Century A.D. that “the Sarvastivadin’s
used Sanskrit, Mahasanghikas Prakrit, the Sammitiyas Apabhramsa
and Sthaviravadins used paisachi”.

Sthaviravadins hold that all existence is impermanent. The Sarvis-
tivadins went a little further and opined that all existence is impermanent
yet atomic elements are permanent, (Kimura Page 151), According to
Kimura Sarvastivadins separated from Sthaviravadins about 300 years
after Buddha’s nirvana and established its centres in Kashmir and Gand-
hara. (page 74.)

Vinaya Pitaka is defined by Oldenberg in his translation of that
Pitakam Vol. I, Introduction Page 13, as “a collection of rules regulating
the different ways of conduct of the Samgha and bhikkus”. In the
note he observes that “no direct mention is made in the Vinaya of lay-
men (upasaka) associated with the Samgha excepting that the rules regu-
late the conduct of the Bhikkhus towards laymen, their reception as
upasakas etc”. In short, it is the discipline of the Bhikkhus. This
Mula Sarvastiviadiya Vinaya Sutra by Bhadanta Gunaprabha treats of
following subjects :—
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- The Vinaya Sutra of the Mula Sarvastivadin school of Buddhism by
Bhadant Gunaprabha, as edited by Rahul Sankrityayana, has, as shown
above, 17 chapters followed by a few Karikas and each chapter is divided
into several sub sections.

The text of this Vinaya Sutra as edited by Rahulji is now placed
before the world of scholars.. He intended to write an Introduction to
it himself in his life time, but could not do so on account of his saa
demise. A brief introduction, is therefore given here.

Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Jayantkrishna H. Dave
Chowpatty, Bombay-400 007 Hon. Director,

’ : Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan &
October 2, 1980 General Editor :

Singhi Jain Series
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