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The Stitras. as it is quite natural, generally provide important data about
the gotra and pravara system among the Vi$vamitras. They have devoted a consi-
derably large portion for the Visvamitras who occupy a significant place in our
national and cultural history.

The $SS, however, appear to be an exception in this connection. It devotes
a major portion to the legend of Suna$epa’s sacrifice and the important role played
by Vi$vamitra in it.! The narration runs parallel to that of the AB. The language
and the style are also the same. It is certainly a repetition from the latter except
minor verbal differences here and there which are of no importance. Visvamitra
officiated as a Hotr priest in the said sacrifice (where Sunaséepa was offered as a
victim), Jamadagni, Vasistha and Ayasya being the other prominent priests.
Sunaééepa could not be sacrificed partly due to good offices of Visvamitra. He
adopted him as his own son and accorded to him the highest place among his sons.
He was called Devarata after this and became a famous Kusika.

The Sitras deal in detail with the gotra and the pravara systems of the
family of the Visvamitras. These are as follows—
1. The Kusikas®? have three rsi-pravaras—Vai$vamitra, Daivarata and

Audala.?

2. Vidvimitra, Devaéravas nnd Devataras——these are Sraumata—Kama-

1. 88§ XV. 17-57. Cf. also AB VII. 13-18.

2. According to the BauSS(p) 31, the following are mentioned as the Kusikas—
Kufikas, Parpajanghas, Varakyas, Audaris, Manis, Brhadagnis, Alavis,
Aghattis, Apadyapas, Antakas, Kamantakas, Vaspakis, Cikitas, Lamakayanas,
éﬁlankﬁyanas, Sankayanas, Laukas, Gauras, Saugantis, Yamadutas, Anabhi-
mlatas, Tarakdyanas, Cauvalas, Jabalis, Yajiiavalkyas, Vidandas Bhauvanis,
§aubabhrav1s. Aupadahanis, Audumbaris, Bharistikis, Syameyas, Caitreyas,
Salavatas, Mayiiras, Saumatyas, Citratantus, Manutantus, Mantus, others
deno,ting the word ’Tantus’ in the end, Babhrvyas, Kalapas and Utsaris.

3. BauSS(P) 31, ApSS XXIV. 9. 2, HirSS XXI. 3. 12.
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kayanas. They have the following three frsi-pravaras—VaiSvamitra, Daivasravas
and Daivataras.?

3. The Katas® also have three fsi-pravaras—Vaisvamitra, Katya and
Atkila.3

4, The Dhanafijayas* have these three 1§i-pravaras—VaisSvamitra, Madhuc-
chandas, and Dhanafijaya.

5. The Aghamargana-Kusikas have the following three rsi-pravaras-Vaisva-
mitra, Aghamarsana and Kausika.5

6. The Puirana-Varidhipayantas have two r§i-pravaras-Vaisvamitra and
Paurana.®

7. The Ajas also have three rsi-pravaras-VaiSvamitra, Madhucchandas and
Ajya”

8, The Astaka-Lohitas have three 7fi-pravaras Vai$vamitra, Astaka and
Lauhita.®

9. The Rauksaka-Rainavas have three ¢si-pravaras-Vaisvamitra, Rauksaka
and Rainava.?

10. The Indra-Kaus$ikas also have three rsi-pravaras-Vaisvamitra, Aindra
and Kausika .10

11. The Rauhinas have three ysi-pravaras-Vai$vamitra, Madhucchandas and
Rauhina,11

12. The Salaflka,yanas also have three 7si-pravaras-VaiSvamitra, Sﬁlar_lkﬁ,yana
and Kausika.l?

-

Bau$S(P) 33, ApSS XXIV. 9. 3, 43$S XIL 14. 3.

2. Katas, Sairindhas, Karabhas, Vajayanas, Sarmhiteyas, Kaukrtyas. éaisireyas,

Audumbarayanas Pindagrivas, Narayanas and Narﬁtyas—these are-the Katas,

BauSS(P) 35, ApSS XX. o, 11, HstSS XXI. 3. 12, v#$S XII. 14. 6.

4. The Dhanafijayas are Kar151s, Asvavatas, Tulabhyas. Saindhavayanas, Ustraksas
and Mahﬁksas

5. BauSS(P) 36, ApSS XXIV. 9, 6, Hir$S XXI. 3. 12, A$SS XIL 14. 4.

6. BauS$S 36, ApSS XXIV. 9. 13, Hir$S XXI. 3. 12, A4$S XIL 14. 6.

7. Bau$S(P) 40, Ap&S XXIV. 9. 9-10, Hir§S XXI. 3. 12, The A$SS XIIL. 14. 5 and
Daivarata to this list.

8. Bau$S(P) 37. ApSS XXIV. 14. 4.

9. BauSS(P) 34. According to 4pSS XXIV. 9. 7-8 and Hir$S XXI. 3. 12, only two
are there—Vai§vamitra and Astaka. According to A3SS XII 14. 4. the three
pravaras are Vai$vamitra, Madhucchandas and Astaka.

10. BauSS(P) 34. According to 4$SS LIL 14. 6., the Renus have three pravaras—

Vaisvamitra, Gahina and Raipava.

11. BauSS(P) 39.

12. A5$S XII. 14. 4.
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13. The Hiranyaretases have three t‘gi-bravaras——\/aiévﬁmitra, Hiranya
and Retas.?

14. The Suvarparetases also have three fsi-pravaras—Vai§vamitra, Sauvarna
and Retas?

15. The Kapotaretases have three fsi-pravaras—Vaisvimitra Kapota
and Retas.?

16. The Ghrta-kausikas also have three 7si-pravaras—Vaisvamitra. Gharta
and Kausika.®

17. The Sathara-matharas also have three rsi-pravaras— Vaisvamitra,
Sathara and Mathara.5

18. The Sahula.mzhulas have three rsi-pravaras—Vaisvamitra, Sahula
and M3hula.®

This is the picture of the pravara system of the Vai$vamitra in the Sutra
literature. The Siiras refer to Vai$vamitra in other connections also. In the
ZgGS, he is mentioned among the Saptarsis, the others being Jamadagni, Bharadvija,
Gautama, Atri, Vasistha and Kasyapa. The context is the Adhyaya-Utsarjanam
(leave « fter completion of studies). In this rite seats are prepared by the student
for the above-metioned Rsis”

The BauS$$ refers to the selection of the priests. It enjoins that Adhvaryu
priest should be an Angiras, the Brahma priest should be a Vasistha, the Hot?
should be a Vai$vamitra and the Udgatr should be an Ayasya.® Again, in the
context of the Rsi-stoma, Visvamitra is connected with the seventeenth stoma.®

It has been prescribed in the Shtra texts thata person desiring victory
over enemies should perform the rite known as ‘Safijaya’ of Vi$vamitra.1%, It bas
been stated in the TNB (XXI. 12.1-4) that Viévamitra performed this four-day
rite, defeated his rivals with its grace and got kingdom.

The VaiSS mentions that four chief priests should be descendants of
Vasistha, Bhrgu, Angiras and Ayasya respectively, remaining twelve priests can

Ibid, XII. 14. 6.

Ma$S XI. 8. 5. 17.

Ibid. XI1. 8. 5, 18.

Ibid. X1, 8. 5. 19.

Ibid. X1, 8. 5, 20.

Ibid. X1, 8. 5. 31.

Ibid. X1. 8. 5. 22, 23. For the exhaustive list of the pravaras of the Visvamitras,
see JOHN BROUGH, Early Brahmanical System of Gotra and Pravara. Camb-
ridge, 1953, p. 35.

8. 4gGS. 1. 2. 2,

9. BauSS. II. 3.

10. Ibid XVIII. 22.
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be selected from among the Kaéyapas, Bharadvﬁjas, Bhrgus Angirases. One
authority says that Hotr should be a descendant of Visvamitra.l

A tarpana should be made to Vidvamitra after daily bath according to the
VaiGS and VaiDS2 In connection with the upakarana-visarjana, Visvamitra
is prayed.®

\

The MiDa mentions that because a Vai$vAmitra should necessarily be a
Hotr priest, therefore, the descendants of Bhrgu, Sunaka and Vasistha do not
have the right to be appointed as Hotr priests.

Thus, it can be said in conclusion, that the Visvimitra family is one of
the most important families of ancient India. There were several gotras and
pravaras among the Vi§vimitras. It has been prescribed in the Kalpasitras that
a descendant of Visvamitra should officiate as Hotr priest in the sacrifices. Some
of the gotras and pravaras of Visvimitra pravara system are followed among the
Brahmana families of the present day Indix also. For instance the surname
‘Kausika’ is applied by some of north Indian Brihmanas.

‘ ~ Abbreviations
AB Aitareya Brahmana.
AgGS Agnivesya Grhya Sitra.
ApSS Apastamba Srauta Satra.
AsSS Advalayana Srauta Satra.
Bau$s Baudhayana Srauta Sitra.
BausSs (p) Baudhayana Srauta Satra (pravara-Khanda)
Hir$S Hiranyake$1 Srauta Sutra.
Mass Manava Srauta Sitra.
MiDg Mimamsa Darsana.
SS$S Sankhayana Srauta Sutra.
TMB Tandya Maha Brahmanr.
VaiD$ Vaikhanasa Dharma Sitra.
VaiGS Vaikhanasa Grhya Sutra.
®

1. Ap$S. XXII. 20. 2, A58S X. 2. 25, HirSS XVIL. 7. 12.

2. VaiSS XII. 1.

3. VaiGS 1. 4, VaiDS 11. 13.

4. BRGS, I1I. 10.

5. MiDa VI. 6. 26.
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