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Sheth Devchand Lalbhai Jain Pustkoddhsr
Series No. 1,

PREFACE OF FIRST EDITION.

Jain Literature, comprising as it does almost
all the branches that are characteristic of ancient
Indian literature, holds no insignificent a niche
in the gallery of that literature. It is considerable
even as it is at present and was more so in
former times. This is not the proper place to
enumerate the great writers and their works that
constitute the glory of that literature, The fact
that the Jain writers had flourished in great abun-
dance in times gone by, is evident from the vast
stock of literature that has survived this day,
though it is yet in. an unexplored state. Their
eminence in subject matter as well as language
is manifest to those who are conversant with it,

Along with Indian literature at large, Jain
literature too has been a participator in the un-
happy fate it met with at the hands partly of
alien bigotry, partly of mutual religious jealasy and
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from the peculiarities of the climate. There was a
time when there was no other alternative to secure
the very existance of such literature but that of
burying it in subterranean archives. The very
method employed for the safety of the works
became later on instrumental in further dimini-
shing the stock, and that at a time when there
was not the least chance of its being further
enriched. Those, upon whom had fallen the task
of being the hereditary custodians of such colle-
etions had inherited the traditions of their fore-
fathers viz. those of not suffering any part of
such collection to see the rays of the Sun, lest
they might be deprived of them, and the works
most dear to them be destroyed by the assailants.
It is very strange indeed that these traditions
are alive even at this day when there is peace
all round, and when the time is most propitious
for the developement of literature. Fire even has
contributed its quota to the destruction of the
‘records. Add to these the all round degeneration
among the followers of the faith, when far
from the prospects of further expansion the
faith was in imminent danger of being extinct.
It was during this time that more attention was
paid to the performance of external rites and
ceremonies, and . practically nothing was done
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in the direction 'of education and literature and
the stirring up of the inner spirit of faith. It
is only very recently that a practical revival of
a salutary character is visible, Owing to circum-
stances above mentioned, the literary results of
the arduous labour and the great learning of the
Acharyas and the Sadhus of the faith, could not
be made accessible,

It may perhaps not be out of place here
to give in short the history of this Fund that
has led to the publication of the series The
late Sheth Devchand Lalbhai in whose memory
this fund has been inaugurated, left by his will
a sum of Rs. 45000 along with other sums to be
spent in various other matters, to be devoted to
some benevolent purpose. This amount was
further enhanced by a sum of Rs. 25000 set a
part by Mr. Gulabchand Devchand to be spent
in some good purpose in the memory of the said
Sheth Devchand Lalbhai. It was on the advice
of Panyas Shree Anandsigar that these sums,
which make the original funds in Trust, were
amalgameted, and the present Trust was inau-
gurated. At present the funds of this Trust
amount to about Rs. 100000 the original being
further enhanced by the property of Bai Vichkore,
the deceased daughter of the said Sheth Dev-



- ¥ .

chand Lalbhai, which was directed to be made
over to this trust by her. The object of this
Trust is to devote the interest of the funds for
the preservation and the development of “ The
Jain Swetamber religious literature.

The trustees are now in a position to bring
out the present *volume as the first > of the
series to be published from time to time by this
Trust. The author of this treatise is the well
knowzn Kalikal Sarvagna Hemchandracharya, who
hardly needs any introduction to Sanskrit students.
What an eminent place, the said author occupies
amonyg Sanskrit writers, it is unnecessary to say.
But this much one can say that he has written
on various subjects, in all of which his knowledge
seems to be suprime., At the request of Shri
Kumarpsl, a king of Gujrat who was considering
Hemchandracharya as his sprititual preceptor, the
anthor of this book wrote thirty twc cantos,
out of which twenty are comprised in this volume
and the remaining twelve in * Yoga Shastra .
Further, upen this book, Prabhananda Suri, a dis-
ciple of Abhayadev Suri and a disciple ( whose
name can not be traced out ) of Vishalrij Suri, have
written commentaries severally. Both of these
commentaries have been included in this volume,
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the first being that by the former, and the second
by the latter.

In conclusion we take this opportunity of
expressing, our deep obligations to Panyas Shree
Anandsigar for reading the proof sheets of the
work.

Aprill-1911, Naginbhoy Ghelabhoy Zaveri,
Zaveri Bazar, A trustee, for himself and
Bombay. co/— Trustiees,
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