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FOREWORD

I deem it a great pr1v1lege to associate myself w1th the

- publication of this third and conclusive Volume of Advaita-

dipika of ~Nrsimhasrama by our University. I regard

Panditaraja Brahmasri S. Subramanya Sastri, the erudite
editor of this important Vedantic text, who has made a
niche for himself as a pre-eminent scholar of Vedanta,
Nyaya and Mimarmsa in the country, as my Vidya-guru,
~though 1 did not have the opportunity ‘of learning under
him as a regular student. But as a student of Vedanta
Siromani class in the Madras Sanskrit College in the late
forties and subsequently as a Lecturer in Sanskrit in the
Vivekananda College, Madras, I had many opportunities
of listening to his learned discourses in Sanskrit on philoso-
phical subjects and his incisive interventions in traditional

colloquia. He has been quite a prolific editor of sastraic -
texts and it isa privilege to this University to have his

" association in its publication programmes. '

I look upon this opportunity to be providentially linked -
with this publication as an honour on another count too. Dr. .
Gaurinath Sastri, my illustrious predecessor in. dﬂice,' who -
presided over this University for two terms, had contributed -
the Foreword to the two earlier Yolumes of this text and -
it is a rare pleasure to be able to complete the publication
which he started and which received the patronage of arother
illustrious predecessor the late: Pandit Badri Nath Shukla,’
with whose recent disappearance, I lost a personal supporter
in Varanasi and the country, its most eminent Naiyayika.

Good fortunes too do not come single, on occasions.
It is much more than mere, good fortune that this publica-
tion is to be released by His Holiness Chandrasekharendra
Sarasvati, the Paramicarya of Kanchi Kamakoti Peetha
at Kancheepuram in the precincts of the Kanchi Math,
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synchronising with the formal ceremony for the award of
the Mahamahopadhyaya degree, honoris causa of our Uni-
versity on my revered Guru, Sistraratnakara Brahmast
S. R. Krishnamurthy Sastrigal, former Professor of Vedanta
in Madras Sanskrit College. My sentiments are best
expressed by Sri Harsa’s well known words, which he used
as a refrain of his prefatory verses to his three plays :

Fwadsaqg aifssasemy: 93, & g4
dgwdqeaed aqfa: gal oAt o

(Each little circumstance here is such
that it can independently contribute
towards the fulfilment of my desires.
How much more should be my delight,
when all the blessed factors have come
together, by my good fortune ?)

Nysirhhasrama has a special place of importance in
Dvaita-Advaita and Visistadvaita-Advaita polemics. He was
a recognised authority on Advaita of his days and possibly
spent most of his days in this city of Kashi. The best
proof of thisis the Vyavasthapatra (1657 A.D.) carrying
his signature along with those of great luminaries like
Gagabhatta, Appaya Diksita and Khandadeva, to which the
learned editor called attention in his Upodghata to the first
Volume. That Khandadeva lived and worked in Kashi is
vouchsafed by Panditaraja Jagannatha when he wrote :

qeqNE  WEWR  qEd  Sfaaag

Gagabhatta, likewise, was also a celebrated resident of
Kashi. There are anecdotes about Appaya Diksita and
Jagannatha, centering round Kashi. As against this proved
association of Ngsimhasrama with Kashi, the present work
contains a strange reference which seem to indicate that
this work was probably not written in Kashi. In the course
of the discussion on Sabdaparoksa, he writes :

7 fig Frefed aand qedA, ST, AATHRIRAFATG AR SR
qraisa geagwata |
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Here he speaks of the case of a non-resident of Kashi
knowing about a thing in Kashi through second hand
reports of others.

Advaitadipika was, in all probability, one of his mature
works. The prevailing tone of this work gives some indica-
tions of the confidence of the writer in meeting his op-
ponents. The cases of innuendo, satire and sarcasm in the
polemics with his philosophical rivals that we find in this
work, throw interesting light on this, The following are
some random instances :

(1) There is a fine sense of satiric humour in the
peroration contained in the following parikara-sloka :

gerraarFaEfat-aarEnifaiy ar |
fagaisfa fg o gatecadiar fawdeast 1 (p. 358 Vol. II)

There is a fine piece of suggestion (dhvani) here that his
unhealthy animosity towards Siva has brought upon this
illusion on him.

(2) There is a similar delightful pun in the peroration
of his criticism of the Dvaitin’s misinterpretation of g<aafg
by wrong splitting of the words :

qenrgaidd Agaatdadg | (p. 61, Vol. III)

(3) He speaks of Acarya Ramanuja as fazsqaarq, with
an oblique hint of the concept of Kainkarya even after
liberation. (pp. 58 and 61, Vol III). Whereas this satire
may not transgress _the limits of decency; the Commentator
Narayanasrama (a direct disciple of the author) violates
these limits when he descends to personal reflections in
referring to the followers of Acarya Ramanuja as Q¥aq=sg-
41T as ;3 while commenting on the same passages.

A similar tone of great self‘confidence is reflected in
these two highly poetic verses, which are prefixed to the
third Pariccheda : (pp. 216, 217 of Vol II)
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TRAWHN { FSIHIIAr Af
JgfRawi=si  AraarAgT |

agfafa famarfy: aguwarad
sreafafeorddfefafammd 1

frafufrdeafassendiord e )
safaeareadia: gearq seamsien faarg 1

The figures, as well as the Vastu-dhvani that is
enshrined in the figures are worthy of any past master of
the poet’s craft. The same is true of the effortless yamaka
in the preceding verse too. It is a little unfortunate that
the beauty of these verses has been lost upon the commenta-
tor, who has missed even the clear Vyatireka in the last verse.

I conclude with my respectful pranamas to the learned
editor on behalf of the University and crave his indulgence
for the delay in releasing this Volume from the Press, where
it has been lying for long. ButI am confident, that the
long wait has been more than compensated by its release at
the hands of His Holiness in the precincts of a great seat
of Vedanta. '

V. VENKATACHALAM

Vice-Chancellor
Sampurnanand Sanskrit University
Varanasi.

Varanasi
18.7.1989
Guru Pirnima (Vyisa-Pirnima)
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