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Introduction
45 Agamas, a short sketch

I Eleven Asgas :

Acaranga-sitra : It deals with the religious conduct of the monks
and the Jain householders. It consists of 02 Parts of learning, 25
lessons and among the four teachings on entity, calculation, religious
discourse and the ways of conduct, the teaching of the ways of
conduct is the main topic here. The Agama is of the size of 2500
Slokas.

Sayagadanga-sitra : It is also known as Sutra-Krtanga, It's two
parts of learning consist of 23 lessons. It discusses at length views
of 363 doctrine-holders. Among them are 180 ritualists, 84 non-
ritualists, 67 agnostics and 32 restraint-propounders, though it's main
area of discussion is the teaching of entity. It is available in the size
of 2000 Slokas. ’

Thananga-sitra : It begins with the teaching of calculation mainly
and discusses other three teachings subordinately. It introduces the
topic of one dealing with the single objects and ends with the topic
of eight objects. It is of the size of 7600 $lokas.

Samavayanga-sitra : This is an encompendium, introducing 01
to 100 objects, then 150, 200 to 500 and 2000 to crores and crores of
objects. It contains the text of size of 1600 Slokas.

Vyakhya-prajiapti-sitra : it is also known as Bhaﬂavatx-Sutra It

is the largest of all the Angas. It contains 41 centuries with

subsections. It consists of 1925 topics. It depicts the questions of
Gautama Ganadhara and answers of Lord Mahavira. It discusses
the four teachings in the centuries. This Agarma is really a treasure
of gems. It is of the size of more than 15000 Slokas.

Jiatadharma-Kathanga-sitra : It is of the form of the teaching
of the religious discourses. Previously it contained three and a half
crores of discourses, but at present there are 19 religious discourses.
It is of the size of 6000 Slokas.

Upasaka-dasanga-sitra : [t deals with 12 vows, life-sketches of
10 great Jain householders and of Lord Mahavira, too. This deals
with the teaching of the religious discourses and the ways of conduct.

®)

&)

It is of the size of around 800 Slokas.

Antagada-dasanga-sitra : It deals mainly with the teaching of
the religious discourses. It contains brief life-sketches of the highly
spiritual souls who are born to liberate and those who are liberating

ones : they are Andhaka Vrsni, Gautama and other 9 sons of queen

Dharini, 8 princes like Aksobhakumara, 6 sons of Devaki,
Gajasukumara, Yadava princes like Jali, Mayali, Vasudeva Krsna, 8
queens like Rukmini. It is available of the size of 800 Siokas.

Anuttarovavayi-dasinga-sitra : It deals with the teaching of the
religious discourses. It contains the life-sketches of those who
practise the path of religious conduct, reach the Anurtara Vimana,
from there they drop in this world and attain Liberation in the next
birth. Such souls are Abhayakumara and other 9 princes of king
Srenika, Dirghasena and other 11 sons, Dhanna Anagara, etc. It is of
the size of 200 Slokas.

(10) Prasna-vyakarana-sitra : It deals mainly with the teaching of

the ways of conduct. As per the remark of the Nandi-satra, it
contained previously Lord Mahavira's answers to the questions put
by gods, Vidyadharas, monks, nuns and the Jain householders. At
present it contains the description of the ways leading to
transgression and the self-control. It is of the size of 200 Slokas.

(11) YVipaka-satranga-sitra : It consists of 2 parts of learning. The first

D

2

part is called the Fruition of miseries and depicts the life of 10 sinful
souls, while the second part called the Fruition of happiness narrates

illustrations of 10 meritorious souls. It is available of the size of
1200 Slokas.

II Twelve Upangas

Uvavayi-sitra : It is a subservient text to the Acaranga-sitra. It
deals with the description of Campa city, 12 types of austerity,
procession-arrival of Kofiika's marriage, 700 disciples of the monk
Ambada. Tt is of the size of 1000 Slokas. _

Rayapaseni-sufra : It is a subservient text to Suyagadanga-satra. It
depicts king Pradest's jurisdiction, god Suryabha worshipping the
Jina idols, etc. It is of the size of 2000 Slokas.
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(3) Jivabhigama-sitra : It is a subservient text to Thananga-satra. It

deals with the wisdom regarding the self and the non-self, the Jamba

continent and its areas, etc. and the detailed description of the
veneration offered by god Vijaya. The four chapters on areas, society,
etc. publxhed recently are composed on the line of the topics of this

Satra and of the Pannavana-satra. It is of the size of 4700 Slokas.

Pannavana-sitra : It is a subservient text to the Samavayanga-
satra. It describes 36 steps or topics and it is of the size of 8000
Slokas.

Sarya-prajiapti-satra and

Candra-prajiapti-satra : These two falls under the teaching of
the calculation. They depict the solar and the lunar transit, the
movement of planets, the variations in the length of a day, seasons,
northward and the southward solstices, etc. Each one of these Agamas
are of the size of 2200 Slokas.

Jambudvipa-prajfapti-satra : It mainly deals with the teachmg
of the calculations. As it's name indicates, it describes at length the
objects of the Jambi continent, the form and nature of 06 corners
(ara). 1t is available in the size of 4500 Slokas.

Nirayavali-paficaka : '

" Nirayavali-sutra : It depicts the war between the grandfather and

the daughter's son, caused of a necklace and the elephant, the death

of king @refika's 10 sons who attained hell after death. This war is
designated as the most dreadful war of the Downward (avasarpzm)
age.

Kalpivatamsaka-sﬁtra It deals with the life-sketches of
Kilakumara and other 09 princes of king Srenika, the life-sketch of
Padamakumgra and others. ‘ .

(10) Pupphiya-upanga-satra : It consists of 10 lessons that covers the
topics of the Moon-god, Sun-god, Venus, queen. Bahuputrika,
Parnabhadra, Manibhadra, Datta, Sila, Bala and Anaddhiya.

(11) Pupphaculiya-upanga-sitra : It depicts previous births of the 10
queens like Sridevi and others.

(12) Vahnidasa-upanga satra : It contains 10 stories of Yadu king
Andhakavrsni, his 10 princes named Samudra and others, the tenth

“)
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one Vasudeva, his son Balabhadra and his son Nisadha.

III Ten Payanna-sitras :
(1) Aurapaccakhapa-sutra : It deals with the final religious practice
and the way of improving (the life so that the) death (may be

improved).
(2) Bhattaparinna-sitra : It describes (1) three types of Pandita death,
(2) knowledge, (3) Ingini devotee

(4) Padapopagamana, etc.
(4) Santharaga-payanna-satra : It extols the Samstaraka.

** These four payannas can also be learnt and recited by the Jain
householders. **

(5) Tandula-viyiliya-payanna-sitra : The ancient preceptors call this
Payanni-sitra as an ocean of the sentiment of detachment. It
describes what amount of food an individual soul will eat in his life
of 100 years, the human life can be justified by way of practising a
religious life. , ‘

(6) Candavijaya-payanna-satra : It mainly deals with the religious

practice that improves one's death.

Devendrathui-payanna-sutra : It presents the hymns to the Lord
sung by Indras and also furnishes important details on those Indras.

M
@)

religious practice and gives the summary of the 08 chapters dealing
with death. ‘
Mahapaccakhana-payanna-sitra : It deals specially with what a
monk should practise at the time of death and gives various beneficial
informations.
(10) Ganivijaya-payanna-sitra : It gives the summary of some treatise
on astrology. : '
These 10 Payannas are of the size of 2500 Slokas.
Besides about 22 Payannas are known and even for these above
10 also there is a difference of opinion about their names. The Gacchacara
is taken, by some, in place of the Candavijaya of the 10 Payannas.

®

Maranasamadhi-payanni-sitra : It describes at length the final .
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1V Six Cheda-sitras ‘
Vyavahara-sitra, (2) Nisitha-satra,
‘Mahanisitha-sitra, (4) Pancakalpa-satra,

Dasasruta-skandha-satraand (6) Brhatkalpa-sitra.
‘These Chedasatras deal with the rules, exceptions and vows.
The study of these is restricted only to those best monks who are

(1) serene, (2) introvert, (3) fearing from the worldly existence, (4) exalted

_ in restraint, (5) self-controlled, (6) rightfully descerning the subtlety of

entity, territories, etc. (7) pondering over continuously the protection of
the six-limbed souls, (8) praiseworthy, (9) exalted in keeping the tradition,
(10) observing good religious conduct, (11) beneficial to all the beings
and (12) Who have paved the path of Yoga under the guidance of their

master.
V Four Milasdtras
(1) Dasavaikalika-sitra : It is compared with a lake of nectar for the

@)
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@
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monks and nuns established in the fifth stage. It consists of 10 lessons
and ends with 02 Culikas called Rativakya and Vivittacariya. It is
said that monk Sthulabhadra's sister nun Yaksa approached
Simandhara Svami in the Mahavideha region and received four
Culikas. Here are incorporated two of them. '

Uttaradhyayana-sitra : It incorporates the last sermons of Lord
Mahavira. In 36 lessons it describes detachment, the conduct of
monks and so on. It is available in the size of 2000 Slokas.

Anuyogadvara-satra : It discusses 17 topics on conduct, behaviour, -

etc. Some combine Pif¥aniryukti with it, while others take it as a
separate Agama. Pindaniryukti deals with the method of receiving
food (bhiksa or gocari), avoidance of 42 faults and to receive food,
06 reasons of taking food, 06 reasons for avoiding food, etc. -

Avasyaka-satra : It is the most useful Agama for all the four groups
of the Jain religious constituency. It consists of 06 lessons. It describes
06 obligatory duties of monks, nuns, house-holders and housewives.
They are : (1) Samayika, (2) Caturvimsatistava, (3) Vandana,
(4) Pratikramanpa, (S) Kayotsarga and (6) Paccakhapa.

1

¢

VI Two Cilikas .
Nandi-sttra : It contains hymn to Lord Mahavira, numerous

similies for the religious constituency, name-list of 24 Tirthaskaras .

and 11 Ganadharas, list of Sthaviras and the fivefold knowledge. It
is available in the size of around 700 $lokas.
Anuyogadvira-sitra : Though it comes last in the serial order of
the 45 Agamas, the learner needs it first. It is designated as the key
to all the Agamas. The term Anuyoga means explanatory device
which is of four types : (1) Statement of proposition to be proved,
(2) logical argument, (3) statement of accordance and (4) conclusion.

It teaches to pave the righteous path with the support of firm resolve

and wordly involvements.

It is of the size of 2000 Slokas.
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