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Para 115=The third religion numerically in the Presidency is
Jainism which claims nearly half a million worshippers. These are
mostly found in Deccan & Gujarat, including the Native States
of Cutch & Kattiawar, but a few, mostly village money~lenders,
are scattered all over the Presidency. The followers of this religion
showed a decrease in numbers of 20,000 in the decadel 891-1901,
this falling off continued & eppraciably increased and they now nu-
mber 44 000 less than in 190/ a decrement of 9 percent.

Plague will account, for the greater part of the loss of I12.000
in the karnatak for 17 000 in the southern maratha country and
for some of the deficiency in satara, but the decrement of 18,000 in
Gujarati is hard toexplain. in the south of the presidency, the Jains,
who are principally of the Chaturth caste, are cultivators, quite
different from the shop-keeping class which predominates elsewhere,
and have been hard hit by the plague, but there has been no ca-
lamity to account for the falling off in number in Gujarat. The
Jain does not die during a famine; on the coutrary, he grows fat.
A reference to the Rajputana & Central India Census figures showed
that there could not have been any migration to speak of; indeed,
the Rajputana figures also show a decrease. On enquiry with a
leading Jain Merchant in Poona the only suggestion offered was
that many people had died in Rajputana of a mysterious fever,
the description of which seemed very like Pneumonic plague; but
such an explanation Would not solve the difficulty in this province
and the only conclusion isthat the Jains have been returning them-~
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gelves as Hindus though there have been no signs of any such
movement go far as Bombay is concerned. The decreusc is to be
see.q in every district except Bombay City ( where in 1901 figures
were Vitiated by plague ) Poona, Nasik, & Khandesh where the
incrgments are quite small and approxXimate to the small iucrease
of tue population.
Copy irom the Kepart ( Par I ) of Bombay — Cusus of 1ndia
1191 ( Vol VIJ) published by P. J. Mead & G.
Laird aegregor--in charge Census Operations.
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