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Necessity of Chawls for the Poor &
Middle Class Jain jn Bombay.

With a view to revive the interest of the Jain Public on
the above subjoct. [ venture to take this opportunity of writing
few lines as [ have noticed with regret that this importaht
qvestion has not met with that sympathetic eonsideration
among the wealthy Jains residing in the City of Bombay as it
deserves, Bombay the Urbs Prima in Indis has over twenty
thousand Jain Residents. The first step towards the moral and
social welfare of a community is necesarily the Housing problem
for its humbler classes without which it is futile to preach
sanitation aud look for any material advancement cheap and
sanitary dwellings besides appreciably diminishing the high
percentage of death rate should tend to lighten the burden of
living which is becoming dearer and dearer as time passes as a
great portion of the income is spent for rents, Which might have
been possibly saved to meet unforeseen difficulties such as sicke
noess &e. It must bs recognised that plague, cholera, consumption
and a host of other diseases are directly the outcome of insani-
tary dwellings and surroundings. The following statistical
figures of the mortality returns from the Annual Report of the
Health Department of the Bombay Municipality for the year
ending 31st. March 1918 show how frightfuland terrible is the
death rate among Jains in the city of Bombay as compared with
that of other communities as well as the same far the whole city
of Bombay which is 24' 17 per thousand in the year under

reference—
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Jains, 20460 890 43.49 l 2.50 752.20
Brahmins, 53656 972 18.11 | .48 535.58
Parsees. 50931 959 |  18.81 { i3 153.28
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dans, 179346 { 5531 30.83 [ 49 ‘ 335.61.

The Jain commnnity is blessed with having somewealthiest
men in its fold and is it to their credit not to come tothe rescue

of their humbler bretheren when the clarion voice of duty bid=
them to aid those that areinneed?Ths Honourary Secretary of

the Jain Association of Indiaspeaking on the low rented sanitary
chawls gave out before the General Annual Meeting of that body

so far back as January last that in these days of progress and
civilization no oration or writings are needed to show innu-
merable advantages to the poor amongst our community by such

sanitary but lew-rented chawls, but I would ask my friend if he
is in a position to show me any philanthrophic Jain who has -
~icome forward with his benevolence to mitigate the grievance in
“this direction till now. Of course one drop does not make an
_ocean but I might very well say that where “there is a will, there
is'a way. ” Hence I have to again and again draw the kind
attention of those who are blessed with means to come forward
and dip their hands deep in their pockets to make this long
felt want a reality and thus remove the roproach that may be at- .
tributed to them before God for their apathy and indifference
when they had power to lend a helping hand. and to do full
justice to the question under consideration I once more desire
to invite attentiou of the JAIN PUBLIC to make substantial
and possible efforts with regard to Housing poor Jains in Bom-
bay initiated on sound lines and preached with great earnes-
tness, Bombay, 14=10-1916. NAROTAM. B, Suas,
——W——-—
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