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Your presence is cord:ally invited
TO

AN EXHIBITION OF OLD PALM-.LEATMANUSCRIPTS
and
WRITING MATERIAL

AT

The National Museum of India
IN THE STATE ROOMS of

The Govt. House, New Delhi

ON
Saturday, 24th February, 1 p. m. to 5 p. m.

Sunday, 25th February, 11 a. m. to 5 p. m.
AN EXHIBITION OF OLD PALM-LEAF MANUSCRIPTS

These manusecripts belong to the Jina Bhadra Jfiana Bhandar, an
ancient library established in the 15th century at Jaisalmer as part of
8 Jain temple establishment. The library contains some of the oldest
‘manuseripts known in India going back to the 10th century A. D.and
has remained almost sealed to the public from the 15th century, which
portly accounts for its preservation intaot, The distinguished Jain scholar
‘Muni Punya Vijaya Ji, through his personal influence persuaded the
custodians of this library to have the manuscrits not only properly
examined and catalogued, but also preserved for posterity and multiplied
for scholars with the aid of microfilming. Accordingly, important seleot
‘manuseripts of palmleaf were brought to New Delhi and have been
microfilmed through the special facilities provided by the Ministry of
.Commerce and the authorities of the Administrative Intelligence Room,
‘Queensway, New Delhi.

Before sending back the manuscripts to their traditional custody

Jaisalmer to be kept in specially designed new aluminium containers,
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an opportunity has been taken to put them on view in an Xixhibition
open to the publio under the auspices of the National Museum of India
with the kindness of Sir Fateh Chand Belaney, who has organised the
microfilming arrangements.

The manuscripts were specially seen by the Hon'ble Dr. Rajendra
. Prasad who evinced keen interest in their future preservation and
publication,

The collections of the Jaisalmer Bhandar consists of 402 manus-
oripts on palm-leaf and more than 1000 on paper together with a num-
ber of beautifully painted wooden book-covers, which have been sent to
Bombay for coloured reproduction. The Bhandar is considered to be the
oldest amongst all the Jain wanuscripts collections in this country so
far known, containing a number of important mauuscnpts of the 1lth,
12th and 13th centuries

Besides collecting Jain religions texts, the Bhandar was founded
with a more eclectic aim and therefore it contains manuscripts relating
to the systems .Vof Indian philosophy like Sankhya, Mimaisa, Vaieshika,
Nyaya and Yoga, and also works on Poetry, Rhetorio, Motres, Drama,
Romance, Literature, Stories, Lexicons, Grammar, eto. A new commen-
tary of ahout the 14th century on the Arthasdstra of Kautilya has been
discovered in this Bhandar., When properly edited, it is expected to
throw new light on the continuity of the textual tradition of the
Arihasastra in India. As is known, the Arthasastra was discovered by
the late Dr. Shama Shastri only about forty years ago.

For the first time a manuscript library in India has brought to light
Buddhist Sanskrit texts on philosophy, & voluminous literature preserved
in original in Nepal and in iranslations in Tibet and China, but lost
in ity homeland. A palm-leaf manuseript of Nyaya-Pravesa of the
famous Buddhist philosopher Dininaga, written in 1146 A D. as well
a8 the Tattvasangraha of Kamalagila, Principal of the Nalanda Univer-
sity with his own commentary dated 13th century (the only known
copy in the world) and some other works are on view in the Exhibition.

There are some manuscripts discovered for the first time, o. g.
two new commentaries on Sarikhya-Saptati and a Bhashya on the Ogha-
Niryukti. The author’s copy of a commentary by Kanak Vijaya on Hema
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Chandra’s Grammar dated 1214 A. D. is also on show. There are other
manuseripts from this collection in the Exhibition, the dates of which
coincide with the dates of their first composition and these belong to
the early part of the 12th century. The manuseript of the Nishitha-
Sitra ( 12th centary A. D.) is the personal copy of the famous Jain
pontif Sri Jina Datta Suri.

Of even greater interest are the several manuseripts of old romance
literature. e, g. Tilaka-marijari, of Dhanapala ( 1073 A. D.), Sringara-
manjars by the famous king Bhoja (a beautiful new love romance with
a good deal of cultural documentation of the 11th century), Kuvalaya-
mdld-kahd by Udyotana Sari ( 1082 A, D.) Vasdvadatta by Subandhu
(1150 A, D.), Samvega-Ranga-sdlé by Jina Chandra Siri ( a new and
unpublished story book in prakrit relating to love and renunciation,
dated 1150 A. D), Vilasavats-bathd in Apabhraméa, Samardditya-katha
( Prakrit, dated 1193 A, D.) and Nirvana-dilavass ( dated 1208 A, D.),

The manuseript of the Narayanl commentary on the Naishadh-
Charita was written in 1303 A. D., only eight years after its composi-
tion, A composite manuscript of 615 palm-leaves preserves the whole
gamut of Nyaya literature consisting of the Bhashya of Vatsysyana,
Varttika of Bhardvaja, Tatparyatikd by Vachaspati, Tatparyaparifuddhi
by Udayana and Nyaya Tippanaka by Srikantha.

The entire literature of the Jain Arga texts in Ardhamagadhi with

Prakrit and Sanskrit commentaries is represented in manuseripts written
between 1064 and 1174 A. D,

This colloection also shows the oldest paper manuseript so far found in
India (dated 1189 A. D.) of a work called Karmagrangtha Tippans.

The longest palm-leaf manuscript in the exhibition is of 84" written
in perfectly preserved black ink. Palm leaf was specially imported from
Indonesia during the medieval period and was called Sri-tila Each leaf
has four or eight lines of writing. The seript of the manuscripts i8
Devanagari of the 11th-12th century.

Some specimens of old writing material are also on show,

V. S. AerAwWALA,
Superintendent,
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