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“ The more I consider his life and his writings,

- the more I consider him to have been the best Indian

of his times. Indeed I put him much higher than

Tolstoy in religious perception. Both Kavi and Tolstoy

~have lived as they have preached.”
‘ —Mr. M, K. Gandhi.

“FT JW § JAAT SFAAT AN qAvAr S@WOA AT
R %, aw aw WA AR g/ ara T F Il wAA
auaAl galkEs 4 gar. @Ay, § dei SreR(d Bl
il EgAT-ERIgaat AT Oy g, s 99 SeEE
FAT JAT ABLAT JNC IR A T TAOGST AR
=g 3. " -, . &, 7.

F[372 feR(T AAAI WA (RSYHY AW AMA(EG .
Aol wd @A YSAEEY Srar Far aF Gadar feqat qo
us aeamiir adEAr F1G aarn 4§ qFar gan, ol Fei
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qRRFRAFIRE gat. JAEr AR afga wofrar desrd

-

FEF GYWOAT GEFILH AT @FAr WA T, AT GAY AR
frggwdl aTarant FAAT (HE74 7o 94 @A Harg
UFEZA QI @At s@Ei oAE I, glaw SAsREE
TEATEBAT AT A ANF @Sl AATEr AT IS Aot
godft SqT stgq AEAT@ AT A, T{EI-HT-IMQ
frarg are oA 94 T, AgF AR A aIEEA
IR GRIA gar, HFA AT g RFAT AAS [ETS
Foar RS T TF 9 @Al T, AT IAAT JA(Q STY
SRR~ AT YAHLA T F[37T Freee(at 8 3.
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(N SYRF AAATRT qrarg eﬁ?'zr g s 3 gewat aw-
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Afrat, T8 § T AR TG AR 9@, qAPIE Gag
wia wdifya gaar sgws w3, ¥ a1z @98 s Gaka 3.
A Grasdt Agt ABAAA WST 9T T AW qAGT HSFAT
3, qUT HEHN, AN AIFAT GAT. BT 907 G JAH qAIHT
et af ww Wit gEAw A w et @A s
3. RAv g=8g 7 I A wRATAi W@ I, ARHA T GEY=
sy SRAT=SAT A1FFAT TR F AR AIN=ITT ATqR
ARS § M 49, ARS I I1E A7, AR T ATART
A, ATAT UET BIF A qreAr A, AT I qIAGA
1741 & Sadfas qret RS Feaa A g 3, TR
¥ v gw, ?

NHEL T, %, SIFR AATA NAAG  ATSET F31-
A TAT AMTEAT W7 FAT §ar B WA UIAE ©F
SEREATEA ( Born ascetic ) 4T, JATA Fr@Tavdrsr q=y
AY dura &d1. Jsite SFASIAA %8 e Ruar g 3
AT @A W@ JsniAr QAT qAVAR FqW/ TG B,

AT FETIYST QFraar s Araarga shfy
Srwrarf S g TT . A AwE TR,



134

LRA-AshaAr AIAN AT JAaAr FeA, A4, arftsﬁt -
IHY IAN ARATR TART AEF gar Far g @,

AT TFEZAT ATAAT GIE woo TAT TH amr’
$YAT AGR A GFG@ FAGH T A9 T, A1 Gugat
Yefir qeamra et 1A, AshiAt sdaT qaal s
FA, AN ANF qAS  GFHdAr QAT Y. AT &

Rrgiaam ST sam fwaar  afrwsrdst a ¥ sdug
HIBHT AT .

‘YT At AT traﬂi AN T 7 qrarAr
‘Qrarer AR’ 913 A AT TESAT Fi—
CULAECICIER T st 9%,
ar g g aTArd;
QYT qFT NG AT,
faaz aifkas S qard |
. BIENIA ST FiAar W, A
qnxa® A5 @8I reﬁmr,
T g9 N9 &30 gW aaw,
fAa srEe W 9T eId,
q Praer aay a7 fafy,
A, @A, AT TI1E;
s &8 A7 axaA,
WA AT uNE S,
T S I A&} Sigy,
S At AT ATIE;

ST |IT A TS AACA,
qI, 99 AT, WX,
~qrAr=y AA,



R

3

denshiar A=A AR wfd sugard Fai sy 3
S gRY EAgwadt AWA A=A F ¥ gEUAr A==
dagat Srgefe @ wfters o ! A dagai Qe
Feai NgT Mgagra ae@r Fegwia § AR dedh
QA A% T J JoaF TG 9 9S2; ¢ qoqAr AT GW@HE F

greqi- $, uF A0 AW GIFE ;R A .

AT FEA AARAT (AU TF Fq AGIAAAT rar Saf

X BI] 9T q¥AAT AFAME qpAAT (FTRAT TAT  AGAST
WHA F, § AT FE Q7 AIFIAAT qAAR AR A% WG
STAETIN AT &, dui ARAFSAITS 93 [WHATF, JOAA
#fE ala wwe aeget ;T W T J; W J a€G ¥ AA-
@Y . A UTAZAT ANEAFAL IH—ILT AAI—3] €A
¥ g 9% JAAT ATH AT HroAICA AS ABA.

GUIBAAF FHITE,
.  SgY ATAL AT FAL AT ]
FAIC 953 AT o A0
|q daag g99 g A,
frig %3 wggRIw qusit AT o
R. @ Wit srdFagia 54:
AT F § GIALY, §1FT I;
qg HOT AT FI FEA AL,
38 qu {Bi¥q gt a7 ST S, Ao
3. gAAwArg sAAA a3 IqSAT AT W,
35 1A Ha® Yaeag ;A
gt sefior srtadig ASifed,
T4 Ug YFETIG A . © sqdo



9,

<.

!°n

&

ArRARYTAr T Giaw e,
TR qF a9 FFUAT
91X GRYE & ITqNAT F,
ATET o qET A RU @A S A,
qagar ggat dmasar,
WEISE (AFATT AT A
q 90T or ggor wEt st Raiai,
Y AIF fHSEETRr A .
49 Rt angy (Adgaar,
49 A q A% qAT QA S,
%59, €T F HBF WA §G9E,
fawig sgardi qu ST .
FITAA AT ad ST 14T,
AT T A LA A S
ATAT TA AAT Aredt A1,
BT G ST WA A,
qg SAQAFAT S I AT AT,
43 9% quify T 9% @\ S
§€ ST 90T WA AT ¢ QAT
BT FET BT q7% (4% A0 AL
ANAT, HeA1T FEHER aT,
HAEAPAT AT 9 q7AF L
¥, A, T9, F 071 T A,
FEAVIT QARAT oo fag .
a3 s ad angiqor,
Al AR q§ q;T AT S,



8

fxa, $ awr adf g,
AT AW 90 g a9 GANET AT, SR
2t UEEY A=) 92 A,
o T2 adqnt AT fag G A
AL Ar@A, ¥ AqAT qgf avar,
| QAT SO qrET AT S . Ao
tR. I AQAIAT 907 AN QUG ALY, |
i AT ¥ AL AAY gAAAT A,
- w0 & RfF Fmifas Far,
| wd AFAT gITT UF @WIT S Wqde
3.  ©W qUST FW FTRAAEAr,
“ g @t sat FT0 wgF wiT
oft sgasacht HA srwaAr,
| star f4aa Afema gg @wE sl gl
. Wi @U@ §97 A &4, |
fRufw @t saf afordig goreara St
3T qUT Al g9 W@ET @FIQT I,
LU CRESIETERICITEIC IS A
Q4. SR FA TR § AT 4,
e wa«r rstaon wARE A
|/IVT FrAT THr AE JgAT,
- FATF 7Y AT AT gHT A, oqqde
0. ATl = 4y s, '
| g digdaa sl T Sy
T 3Erge i S+ RalY B,
wrgy qur, Ad FRFIT AN Ao



L.

<.

Re.

9.

L8

®F, I99, AT | FAA! JA0qw,
ge Wi 9%% g ddT S

Qg WAl g EE Al aag,

AT GATIT qot wqT A, Ago
OF TAI] WIFA} AP A AT,

901 FSFURLT ASISHART F;
g% FSq Ja-aq{¥ swa=aa,

SR a‘{lﬁl qEFIIET A, Wﬁo
98 AT FLoar qHt,

AT (AGILT T GIRAFT AV;
"R 19T Aq [arageEdi,

WAQ TWA, (A, AN AR A AYXo
& qg o1 |ax I3 WA,

FE TFAT ALT 9O T S WA A
dg wwTY =g qofr & = wE |

AT AT G T T 9. Ao
qg sTaqgnifag %9 sarT ¥,

AFEATT X EIS AALAFT SV,

Aqor (T YSNE Aa
SYATHIT A1 AT ET/T S wgdo .

s gsszd shaa sieariRa® &8 %‘fai‘ra A ot
tﬁiatg ? Aetral ZaTr JA(AIT TFIAT FEIT AT T TN —

95T X tqara SUE
sl ¢ @i sgd
W a8 ¢ 9Ty S,
AFI T FAAN AL, g0
syofid F TEAd,
AT AGR AFAI;



*&
Sold § JAIAE,
AT FUFT AT,
AFOfE § geardid,
gufsd gg w5

A3 AFAT It ;T

RS @8q waeg T,
AT AEAT T ITET FIAT,

qRxg HF 799 G
%m\ %m\%r zg«i‘\a‘rq, .

qq Ay 9 =2 I T
agqg was =137,

g iy &fior wig
R %‘fﬁi\% s,

o WA AT A T
a1 &Y S FET,

qF AAT TR G
g AT W1 354,

T 4T (MR L.
wret wqE I gy,

oI AXAT AT G
¥qB FTA R,

WA 3 A T
WA FAAT AT T,

WAAAT TR
Y g TwT TG,

- S1F @ET @A L

et O et

g#qo

qeqo

g+qo

q7qo

E G

‘e



INDIANS OF - T0=D2-RY.

( From The Pioneer. 2211 J{a v 1901 )
e O

We have already quoted a short account from the Bombay
paper of Shrimad Rajchandra Ravjibhai, ( popularly known
as Kavi ) a rising Jain reformer, who died on April  ¢th,
1901, in Rajkot, Kathiawar at the premature age of 33. Shrimad
had the reputation of being the only Skatevadhani poet -of
India, when he was only nineteen. Avadkana means attention,
Shatavadhana means attention to a hundred things at a time,
A poet is styled Skatavadhani, when he stores up a hundred
things in his memory,~be they verses in different languages
whose words are recited to him at random, or -some games
such as chess, cards, &c., or any other things, and reproduces
them in their proper order from mimory. During the peﬁ
formance the strokes of a bell are counted, and arithmetiéal
problems are solved by the poet. This feat of memory power,
coupled with poetic gifts,~for the Siatavadhani poet, has also
to compose poctry extempore~can be realised better by- sight
than description.

Shrimad Rajchandra was a living psychological instance
of how far memory can be developcd. He was ¢onsidered by
his admirers to be one of the great:st moral teachers of _our
time and country, and the enlightened portion of the - Jain
community regarded him as its youngest great philos,dphe_;
in this Panchame Kal. He was bor: in Vavanya, Kathiawa.t,
in 1867, of Vanika parentage. As a boy at school he showed
extraordinary powers of memory. - He finished within. two
years the vernacular course of his studies, which generally
requires six years to complete. His teachers regarded him
as a prodigy of intellect and memory. At a very -early
as he showed a predilection for poetry. - At the age of nire;
he wrote small Ramayana and Makabharata in Padya
(poetry ). At the age of twelve, he wrote three hundred
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stanzas on a clock in three days. This shows that Shrimad
was a born poet He also began to contribute to several
monthly magazines, and newspapers, and wrote an essay on
‘the importzince of female education. When he was thirteen,
he went to Rajkot to study English. At the age of fourteen
or fifteen, he went to Morvi, and performed an Ashiavadhana
(in which eight things are attended to at a time) feat be-
fore a circle of friends. He then increased the Avadkanas
-f;oxp eight to twelve, and gave a public performance of the
same. He gradually increased his powers of memory to such
.an extent that from twelve Avadkhanas he began to per-
form sixteen, and from sixteen fifty-two and lastly, one
hundred, and thus at the age of nineteen, he became a
Shatavadhani poet. He went to Bombay and gave a public
performance of his Skatavadhans, in the Framji Kavasji In-
stitute and other places. For these wonderful feats of mermory
he was awarded a gold medal by the Bombay public, and
was given the name of Sakshat Saraswati (Wgd ¥Ad.)
Mr Malabari, the well-known social reformer, after witness-
ing the performance wrote in his paper, the /ndian Spect-
ator, a very admirable article calling Shrimad, “a prodigy
of intellect and memory.” Shortly after this, at the instance
of the late Sir Charles Sargent, the then Chief Justice of the
‘High Court of Bombay, Dr. Peterson, Mr. Yajnik, and such
‘other well-known citizens, arrangements were made for a
big public meeting to witness Shrimad’s Sketavedhana. The
public and the Press expressed their high appreciation and
adniiration of .the young prodigy. Sir Charles advised hifn
to visit Europe and exhibit his powers there, but he -coul
not do so, as he thought he could not live in Europe as a
pmie Jain ought to live. ST

After such public recognition, a sudden change seemed
to come over him. At the age of twenty, he completely
disappeared from the public gaze. He determined to use his
powers and abilities for the instruction and enlightment of
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his community and the people at large. From his every early
age he was a voracious reader. 1le studied the six schools
of religions u4gdl4) and other systems of Oriental and
Western philosophy. Strange though it might seem it was
a fact that a book was required to be read only onece in
order to be digested, and without any regular study of
Sanskrit and Prakrit, he could accurately understand works
in those languages and explain them to others, as only
learned scholars could be expected 1o do. Shrimad now began
to inculcate his taste for knowledge in others and soen
attracted a large number of disciples, whom he guided to
the proper study of the Jain philosophy. He found thas-the
Acharyas ( religious teachers) of the time held narrow and
secatrian views, and did not appreciate the change of times,
Again those who renounced the world were generally lacking
in some of good things of the world, and had some
reason or other to be dissatisfied with their lot in the world,
Such men could not impress their congregations by thefr
example. He believed that if a man of wealth, and social
position renounced the world, he could work real good by
his example; convinced of his sincerity and disinterestedness,
the people wculd more readily follow his guidance and profit
by his preaching. Holding such views, he had believed that
he had not sufficiently qualified himself to appear before
the public as an ascetic and a spiritual guide, and he contis
nued steadily a man of the world. though his inclinations
were all the other way.

When he was twenty-one, he took to business and in a
vety short time gained the credit of being a capable jeweller.
The cares of a flourishing business, however, did not keep
him from his favourite study of relizion and philosophy. In
the midst of his busy life he was qi:ietly extending his studiés
and was always found surrounded by his books. Again, for
some months of the year, he would leave Bombay with -ins.
tructions to the members of the firm not to correspond with
him unless he wrote to them. He used to retire. into the
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{orests of Gujérat and therc pass days and weeks in medita-
tion 'and yoga. He always tried to conceal his identity and
whereabouts, and, in spite of that, he was often found out
followed by a large number of people, eager to listen to his
preachmg and advice,

) After ten years of business life, he felt that he had
accomphshed the object with which he had entered business,
He expressed his desire to sever his connection with it.
i{nowledge, possession of wealth, social position, the enjoyment
of famxly happmess (for Shrimad had parents, one married
brother, four married sisters, a wife, two sons and two daughters,
all livmg) he was preparing to renounce the world and lead
the life of an ascetic. In the meantime, in his 32nd year,
his health gave way. Hc was treated by a number of
‘competent medical men. And once there was a change for
the better. A relapse, however, followed, and after an illness
of more than a year, in spite of competent medical treatment
and’ good nursing by devoted disciples, he quietly passed
away on the oth ultimo, ( \pril, 1901) at Rajkot, Kathiawad.
Dimng his long and painful illness he never uttered a sigh
or a groan. He was cheerful while all others around him
were despondent.

Besxdes scattered poetus he has written . several works.
His Moksha Mala has alrcady been published. This work is
the keynote of Jainism, This, he had written at the age of
seventeen. Among his unpublished works there are Atman-
Siddhi-Upaya and Panchastikaya, and several essays on the
Atman or soul. The corner-stone of the Jain religion and
philésophy is the theory of Karma, .in which he --strongly
bélieved. He thought of writing a convincing treatise on
this theory, and a series of works on the principles taught
by the Gteat Mahavira, but unfortunately he was prevented
from doing so by his long illness. He had also solved several
difficult problems of religion. After careful study of the Jain
and the Buddhist literaturc, .he had. come to the conclusion



LR

that both Mahavira and Buddha wers different personages; thiéir
‘principles were quite different nd the belief of European
scholars, that Jainism was the offspring of - Buddhism:.was
not well founded. He said, that in the Jain manuscripts, of
two thousand years old, it was clearly stated that the Great
Mahavira and the Great Buddha were hard religious com-
petitors. Shrimad had also maintained that the two chief
sects of Jainism,-the Digamber and the Swetambara-were-the
outcome of irregular conditign of the country. b o

The above short sketch of his life is sufﬁc1ent to: show
that, Shrimand Rajchandra was in every - way a rema.rka.ble
man. His mental powers were extiaordinary. At the same
time the moral elevation of his character was equally strikmg.
His regard for truth, his adherancc to the strictest moral
principles in business, his determination to do what he beli-
eved to be right, in spite of all opposition, and his lofty ideal
of duty, inspired and elevated those who came in contact
with him. His exterior was not ‘mposing, but he had a
‘seremty and gravity of his own. On account :of his vast
and ‘accurate knowledge of religions and phllosophy, his
wonderful powers: of exposition anc his lucid delivery, his
dlscourses werc listened with the utmost attention. His self-
control under irritating circumastances was so comp]ete, his
persuasive powers so great, and his preseice so inspiring,
that those who came to discuss with him in a defiant and
combative frame of mind, returncd quite humiliated and
full of admiration.

" Shrimad Rajchandra deplored tae present’ condition of
India, and was always solicitous for its amelioration. His
views on the social and political questions of that day were
liberal. He said there ought not t¢ be any thing like castes
distinction amongst the Jains, as thcse who were Jains were
all ordered to lead similar life. Among all the agencies for
reform, he assigned the highest placz to the religious reformer,
working with the purest of motives and without ostentation,



22

- He found fault with the rcligious teachers of the present day
because, they preached sectarianism, did not realise the
change of the times, and often forgot their real sphere in
the desire to proclaim themselves as awvazars of God, and
‘arrogated to themselves powers which they did not possess.
In-his later years, it was clear that he was preparing to
fulfil his life’s mission in that capacity. But unfortunately
death intervened and the mission remained unfulfilled. Shri-
mad had, however, succeeded in creating a new spirit among
the Jains in the Bombay Presidency. It is generally believed
that had he lived long, he would have revolutionised the
whole system of the present Jain religion, and would have
taught the people what the Great Mahavira had actually
‘taught. He wanted to do away with the numerous sects
of the Jain religion in order to establish one common religion,
founded by Mahavira. That such an useful life should have
been cut short at this premature age was a distinct loss to
the country.
 His admirers have already collected about Rs. 11,000
to perpetuate his memory: A movement is still going on to
increase the fund. It is expected that an institution to collect
old manuscripts and to publish the work of the Jain religion
which remain unpublished, in several Bhandaras, will be
started, bearing his honoured name. It is "hoped that some
one of his numerous disciples may give the public a- coms
prehensive account of his life and work. .
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