- BHATRHARI AND DINNAGA *
By H. R. RaNcAswAMYy IYENGAR.

The date of the great grammarian Bhartrhari, author of the Vakyapadiya,
which is regarded as a landmark in the literary history of India in as much as
it forms the basis for determining the dates of several sanckrit authors,! has
been determined so far on the statements of Itsing in his, “Record of Buddhist
religion”. The Chinese traveller has recorded that Bhartrhari was a great
grammarian, whose fame had spread all over India, that he was the author

~of the three works Vikyapadiya, the-commentary on the Mahabhastya
and another work, Peina, (which may perhaps be the Prakirna Kanda or the
third and last chapter of the Vakyapadiya), and that he died in about 650
A.D. i.e., forty years before the date of his record.? The accuracy with
which Itsing has reported other contemporary events as well as about the

extent of the Vakypadiya itself has led scholars to assign Bhartrhari to the
seventh century A.D.

- But new evidences which have come to lizht, completely falsify the state-
ment of Itsing and push back the date of Bhartrhari to the 5th century A.D.®

In the second Kanda of the Vakyapadiya, while describing how the
.science of grammar, which had been almost extinct, was restored and propagat-
ed by the great grammarians, Chandra and Vasurata, Punyaraja,.the commen-
tator of the Vakyapadiya, mentions several times Vasurata as the teacher of
Bhartrhari.* In the Karika 490 of the Vakyapadiya® Bhartrhari himself
seems to refer to his teacher Vasurata by, ‘Guruna’ as is evident from the words

\ :

! - Cf. ““A Record of the Buddhist Religion,” by I-tsing translated into English by J. Takakusu.
p. Xv—

““The most important of all the dates given by I-tsing are those of Bhartrhari, Jayaditya, and their

contemporaries. They serve as a rallying-point for a number of literary men belonging to what I
called the ‘Renaissance period of Safskrit literature.”’ '

? Ibid pp. LVII and pp. 178-180.

3 Sce.—I-tsing and Bhartrhari’s Vakyapadiya ; By Dr. C. Kunhan Raja contributed to the
Krishnaswamy Iyengar Memorial Volume, (pp. 285-298). :

4 See the comment of Punyaraja on Karika 486 of Kanda IT :— T mea—
gy : wiefed ATSATO AR iggAeTHead Waft | See Ibid II. 489 :—

| I AIATANT TR AR & 36| ®: W T AT
TR qq@ ST gaq 9 fasarnt e sgafaed i faeak wif o el

b ocf. IL 490b O T ETEATHATANTHETE © |

* Read at the 15th Session of the All India Oriental Conference.
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of Punyarija prefaced to the verse.® Again a Jaina writer Simhasirigani, *
who may be assigned to the beginning of the 6th century A.D., in his un-
published work, Nayacakratika,” a commentary on the Nayacakra of Malla-
védin the senior 8, which is not now extent, mentions, twice in his work,
Vasurata as the Upadhyaya of Bhartrhari.® This confirms the statement of
Punyaraja and establishes that Vasurata was a great grammarian of the day
under whom Bhartrhari studied and that Bhartrhari often held views quite

different from those of his master. ‘ N

According to Paramartha, Vasurata was a brahmin and brother-in-law
of Baladitya, a pupil of Vasubandhu.’® He was well-versed in grammar.
He defeated Vasubandhu, through the intervention of Chandra, another great
grammarian. This means that Vasurata, Chandra, and Vasubadhu should
be regarded as contemporaries and Bhartrhari, the pupil of Vasurata, assigned
to the Sth century A.D. '

Another important piece of evidence, which I haye discovered in my
study of the Pramana Samuccaya of Dinnaga, lends support to this view.
In the fifth chapter of this work, which is devoted to the exposition of the
Apoha theory of Dinnaga, the following two Karikas are found, which may
be rendered into Sanskrit!! as §iven below. -

Bt —— e

Thigs-pa-dan. ni. tshogs. pa-yi, .
chu. sogs. rnams, la. rjod byed-ni i
grans dan. tshad. dan. dbyibs. rnams la
ltos. pa. med. par. I jug. par. byed n
deyibs. dan. kha. dog. yan. lag. rnams
khyad. par can. la. gan. I jug. pa.
. de. yi. yantag. la sgra-ni
rah tu. I jug. la. dun asma yin.

\

¢ cf.: Ibid :— o FEIR AVGT foamd qTRmEaT SRR A S

[T TN T w@Rfaaer v T
¥ T am deeply grateful to Sri Jambu Vijayaswami, Talegaon—(Poona) for kindly lending a
mmaipt copy of this important work for my study. : :

8 Mallavadin, author of Dviadasdranayacakra should be distinguished from another Jaina
writer of the same name who is the author of Nyayabindutika-Tippanii.

9 cf. Na}faéﬁlii-‘aﬁké.; folio 272a—

‘ . [ TETTREA T i | T -
210 B AR

cf. Ibid folio 277a— TF qTaq W' T | TEAT: AIIEATAT L. L
S > <
39 cf. ““A study of Paramirtha’s life of Vasubandhu and the Date of Vasubandhu” by J.
Takakusu J. R. A. S. 1905. pp. 33fT.
1 The two Karikas may be restored into Sanskrit as :—

1) 5= 7 qqad = am=w : wfoerfay | demmoEeEids . T |
- 2) deEmEiEEfatTd 70 aeEy ) wedt 4 qeaaEy SgfeRee |
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They are only Tibetan renderings of the two Karikas occuring in the
second Kanda of the Vakyapadiya of Bhartrhari.!? This means that either
Dinnaga took the Karikas from Bhartrhari’s work or both Dinnéga and Bhartr-
hari took them from quite a different work. But there is no evidence to support
the latter alternative. We learn from Jinendra-Buddhi, author of Visalama-
latika on 3 the Pramana Samuccayavrtti of Dinnaga, that Dinnaga is here
referring to the views of Bhartrhari. This evidently supports the former alter-
native that Dinnaga is quoting from Bhartrhari.

Now if Dinnaga, a famous Buddhist logician of the 5th century A.D.
quotes from the Vakyapadiya, how can we assign Bhartrhari to the 7th
century A.D.? We have only to conclude that Bhartrhari, the author of the
Vakyapadiya lived in the 5th century A.D. and that the statement of Itsing
that Bhartrhari died some forty years before the date of his record is incorrect.

13 ¢f. Karikas. II. 160 and 157.—Benares. Edition. pp. 144-145.

13 cf. Vidalamalatika : Mdo. re folio 33lb. line 6fF: Kha. cig. tu gtso. bor. cha tshas rnams
la. ’jug. te 1 bha. rite. ha. ris. yls smras, pa 1 cha. sogs rnams la zes pal sogs pai sgras. sa la. sogs pa.

yons su gzun no. 1 Feq AR : e ] S

qfeeardrat O : | S
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