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FOREWORD

[.am glad to place in the hands of scholars two more Sanskrit plays,
probably composed in Gujarat, and published for the first time in this volume.
Several such plays composed by authors from this region have been already
published in the Gaekwad’s Oriental Series, namely, the Parthapardkrama
Vydyoga, Moharajaparajaya, H. i d dana, Ulligharaghava, and the
Sankhaparibhava Vydyoga. Dr. Umakant P. Shah has edited ‘both the plays
carefully. Being small plays, they are published in one volume, though
lhey are by different authors, of different ages, and represent different dramatic
technique.

We are thankful to the University Grants Commission and the Govern-
ment of the Gujarat State for jointly giving full financial aid towards the
publication of this volume.

B. J. SANDESARA
Director
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INTRODUCTION

Two Sanskrit plays are being published here for the first time—one, the
Bhimavikrama-Vydyoga by Moksaditya and the other, Dharmoddharanam, an
allegorical play by Durge$vara Pandita. Being small works they are brought
out-in one volume and have no relation with each other except the possibility
of the authors of the plays being natives of Gujarat, which again is not quite
certain.

However, it may be noted that very few manuscripts of these plays are
known. The British Museum of Bhi ik vydyoga noted
below was written at Bulsar ( Valasdda ), south Gujarat, while the only known
other manuscript of the play, now in the collection of the Oriental Institute,
also probably hailed from some place in Gujarat.

Of the Dharmoddharanam again we have come to know of only one
manuscript preserved in the Qriental Institute, and it seems to have hailed from
Gujarat. Since the author of Dharmoddharanam is Modha-Brahmana by caste,
he seems to have hailed from Gujarat.

C. D. Dalal who inspected all the Bhandaras of Patan during the first
quarter of this century, and who prepared a Catalogue of Palm-] leaf Mss. at
Patan ( published as G. O. Series Vol.) could have seen some more manuscript
of Bh:mavnkrama-Vya at Patan, since he definitely includes the work in a list
of Sanskrit dramas of Gujarat given by him in his Introduction to the Partha-
parakrama-Vyayoga of Paramira Prahladanadeva ( G.0. Series, Vol, 1V, Baroda,
1917 A.D.).

BHIMAVIKRAMA-VYAYOGA

C. D. Dalal, in his Introduction to Parthaparakrama-Vya. referred to
above, referred to our play as Bhimapardkrama. The correct title of the play
as found in the Mukbasamdhi of our play itself is Bhimavikrama-Vyayoga.

Playwrights of mediaeval Gujarat seem to have been fond of the Vyiyoga
type of drama, which seems to have also found favour with the audience. The
Pirthaparakrama Vydyoga, written by P ira Prince Prahladanadeva of
Candravati (near Abu), was acted at the order of the court of Dharavarsa-
deva, on the occasion of the festival of investing Acalesvara ( Mt. Abu), the
tutelary God of Paramaras of Abu, with the sacred thread. Réamacaundra, the
famous learned pupil of E drd
Nirbhayabhima-Vyayoga.

arya, also p a Vyayoga called

Of the Vyayoga type, the following dramas have been known hitherto :—
1 Nir Tma-Vya. of Ra d
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ya of Dhar ndi
. Pracandabhaxrava of Sadasiva.
Pracandagaruda or Vinatananda of Govmda, son of Sesaya)neévnrn

10 Vikrantaraghaviya by Srikrsna.

11 Viraraghaviya by Pradhana Ven

12 8 ika na of Vi

13 Nysimhavijaya.

14 Vijayavikrama by Aryasiirya of Kaundmyagotra 1

15 Narakasuravadha-Vydyoga by Dharma, son of Parvate$vara,

C. D. Dalal referred to the play of Moksaditya as Bhi dkrama-
Vyayoga, but as will be seen from the text printed here, the real mle of the
play is Bhlmavxkrama-Vyayoga

ak -Vya, was composed by Satinandasinu, and is p
in the Trivandrum Sanskrit Series, no. 173. It is however interesting to' note
that the theme of these two plays referring to the valour of Bhima is the same,
namely, the Jarasandhavadha by Bhima. But the treatment of the plot is
different in both the cases.

* Moksaditya has generally followed the story as obtained in the Maha-
bharata, Sabhaparvan, adhyayas 15-24 (Gorakhpur ed. and adhydyas 13-22
Cr. Ed. Poona with appendices). He has made only a few changes required
to-suit-the technique of the Vyayoga, by condensing the plot of ten adhyayas
covering a long period. He has been successful in showing that the whold
action took place in one day.( twenty-four hours ), thereby fully recognising the
chief characteristics of a Vyayoga 2 which require that the action should cover

2 Bhimavikrama-Vya. of Moksaditya

3 Bhi 2l -Vya, of Satdnand;

4 Dhanaiijayavijaya of Kaficanacarya.
5 erﬁlarjumyavysyoga of Vatsarija,

6 Jamadagnyavuaya

7

8

9

1ohed

1 Nos. 1,2,4, 56,7, 8,9, 12, have been noted by C. D. Dalal in his Intro. to Partha-
parakrama-Vyd., p. iii. He took Vinatananda of Govinda and the Pracandagaruda as . two
separate works. M. Krishnamachariyar, in his Classical Sanskrit Literature, p. 699, regards the
two as one and the same play;Nos. 10, 11, 13 & 14 are added from his list. Ms of No. 15 is
in the collections of the B.O.R.I., Poona. e

The list of Vyayogas given above is not exhaustive,
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. (Contd, on the next page)
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To return to the plot, Jardsandha, mistaking the three as Brihmanas wel-
comes them and offers arghya which is turned down, whereupon Jarasandba
suspects that they are not real Brahmanas and asks them to speak the truth,
He further suspects that they arc Ksatriyas. Bhima discloses the identity of all
the three and after a rather haughty discussion, Jarasandha offers to enter into
a duel with either onc cr two or all the three of them on the other side. Finally,
aduel fight between Bhima and Jarasandha is agreed upon. The fight takes
‘place behind the curtain (riepathye) and is described to the audience through
the mouths of Krishna and Arjuna. Krishna’s suggestion to Bhima by saying:
gz | g 1 ed | sqaR#tAlst aidzgy siRG gal | is noteworthy.
Corresponding to this we have something else put into the mouth of Krishna,
in MBH. Sabha. ( Cr. ed.), 21. 19-21,% and in 22. 3-4.4 Tt will be seen that
“the speech of Krishna in Mahabharata (cr. ed.) is much better whereas in
-the change affected by Moksaditya Krishna points out more clearly to Bhima
the way to destroy Jardsandha.

After killing his enemy, Bhima frecs the kings imprisonsd by Jarasandha
and accepts from Sahadeva, the son of J his younger sister offered
to the victor. Then Krishna, Arjuna and Bhima leave for going to Indraprastha.
The play ends with Bharata-vakya.

dr

Author of Bhimavikrama-Vyayoga:—Nothing is known about Vyasa Mok-
saditya except what he says in the Prastivana. According to him, he is the son
of one Bhima and the pupil of the poet Harihara who is the foremost amongst
poets.

' G T A g g TRFRATIA: |
g el @ Shaafi o 9 0
g 13T da @ fefg @
Rer & FAA SrsRaarEa: I o 1
T J A e auf |
AAAT FeA T 1At WIAIT 11 30
MBH. Sabha. (Cr. Ed.), 21, 19-21, p. 118.
¢ Compare:i— .
@I FO T FRRIAN
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7% i SR TR 9% A ¥

Coe MBH. Sabha., Cr. ed. 22. 34, pp. 119-120.
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The play was composed in Sarvat 1385=1328 A.D. Nothing is known
about his father Bhima. In the Stktimuktavali of Vallabhadeva, composcd in
c. fifteenth century A.D., we have a few subhdsita-verses composed by one
Bhima’, but it is difficult to identify this poet Bhima with the father of Moksa-
ditya for want of any convincing proof.

The poet Harihara of Gujarat, was a contemporary of Somesvara, the
author of Ullagharaghava, Kirttikaumudi, etc. (c. 1179-1262 A.D. ) and of the
minister Vastupila of Gujarat. This Harihara is supposed to be the son of one
Moksaditya mentioned in a prasasti of Mahakilesvara (old Porbundar State,
Saurashtra), dated in V. S. 1320 But this poet Harihara had hailed from
Gauda. As shown by B. J. Sandesara, this poet Harihara was a descendant of
Sriharsa, the author of Naisadhiyacarita.?

The surname Vyasa is common in Gujarat, so also do we find the name
Moksaditya in the inscription noted above. Further both the manuscripts of
this work of Moksaditya, known hitherto, are obtained from Gujarat—ore is
in the Oriental Institute, and the other, now in the British Museum, was copied
in V.S. 1473 (= 1416 A.D.) at Bulsar (Valasida) in South Gujarat. It is,
therefore, quite probable that the author of Bhimavikrama-Vyayoga hailed from
Gujarat. 1f Harihara, the contemporary of Vastupala, was alive upto c. 1275
A. D., and if Moksaditya, himself young, had become a pupil of Harihara in
the latter’s old age, then it would be possible that Vyasa Moksaditya was pupil
of Harihara, the author of Saikhaparabhava-Vyayoga.

In this connection it may be remembered that Moksaditya refers to:Hari-
hara as Kavinivaha-Dh dhara. Somesvara, a porary of Harihara,
referred to him as Kavindm Pakasdsanah in Kirttikaumudi 1.25.

Manuscripts utilized for this edition :

O =Manuscript No. 6877 Oriental Institute,
M. S. University of Baroda.

Date of Copying:—Sarivat 1508 ( = 1451-52 A.D.).

Extent:—12 folios, Granthas 400.

Script:—Devanigati, on paper.

Size:—9.5 in. x 4 in. with margin on all sides.

Remarks:—The manuscript begins on 1b and ends on 12b. There are nine lines
on each side of the folio and 40 to 45 letters in each line. Wiiting is

—_‘:bhisitﬁvali of Vallabhadeva ( Poona, 1961), pp. 269, 292, 303.

s M. Krishnamachariyar, op. cit., p. 205, ft. note 1,
* . Sandesara, B. J., Literary Circle of Mahamdtya Vastupala, pp. 52 ff,
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‘clear and letters like w, 4, % etc. are peculiar. There are some marginal
notes here and there. There are however many lacunae and a number.
of scribal errors. The portion beginning with #¥w (text p. 15, line 8))
and ending with zIR %afiq ( printed text p. 16, line 15) appears on folio
8blinc 1 to folio 9a line 4. But this should bave been on folio 7b
line 8 as is proved from the manuscript preserved in the British Museum,
London. The marginal notes seem to be of different handwriting. ...

B = Manuscript preserved in the British Museum, London
Photostat copy preserved as no. 14625 in the Oriental Institute, Baroda.

Age:—Manuscript copicd in V. S. 1483, Saka 1347 = 1426 -27 A. D. at Vala-
sadi (= Valasida or Bulsar, south of Surat in Gujarat).

Extent:—Folios 14, Granthas 400.

Size:—Excluding margins—7" X 3".

Script:—Devandgari, on paper.

Remarks:—Ten lines per page with 30 to 33 letters in a line. Handwriting
generally clear.  First two folios missing in this manuscript.

The scribe’s entry at the end of the text, noted in foot-note, on p. 27
of our printed text, is noteworthy. It shows that the manuscript was
copied in Valasddi in Sarivat 1473 (Saka 1347) when Maharajadhiraja
$ri Jaideva was ruling, for the study of Maham. Kanhaiya who was the
son of Maham. Bula of the Kayastha caste, in the Paiicakula-pratipatti
of Amityardja (minister-in-chief) Sri Jesa of;Barada caste.

Nothing more is known about the personalities mentioned above and
the colophon is important in as much as it gives us, for the first time, in-
formation about a local ruler Sri Jaideva, ruling at Valasida in 1426-
27 A.D.

DHARMODDHARANAM

The second play, published in this volume is an allegorical play, by one
poet Durgesvara Pandita, the son of Bhatta Dharmesvara, a Modha-Brahmana
by caste. : N

1t is well known that the Modha Brahmanas originated from Modherd in the
North Gujarat. It is, therefore, quite certain that the author hailed from Gujarat.
In the beginning, in the first act, while giving this information about himself,
the author calls this play a Nataka. We have, therefore, retained the title
yrigw AW AR, as given by the author.. The play, however, is made up of
four acts with -no Sandhis and Prastavana. The Upasamhara at the end is
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styled Prastivand in the manuscript, and we have retained this beading on p.
73, as found in our manuscript, which however is wrong and this concluding
portion should rather have been called Upasarhhara.

Like the Prabodha-Candrodaya, the Moharaja-Parijaya, etc., this is an
Allegorical play where different gunas (merits)and dosas (demerits), like
Danam, Krodha, Moha, etc., the different sentiments (rasas) like Vira,
Raudra, Karuna, etc., as also Dharma, Dvipara-yuga etc. are personified.
There are several characters in the play. Dvapara age, personified as Sarva-
bhauma king seems to be the Hero ( Nayaka), with Danam (Gift) as his
minister and Dharma as his Yuvardja. The Kali-Yuga, also personified as a
king is the Prati-Nayaka with his own retinue of Andcdra ( Bad-conduct),
Adharma, Dambha, Krodha, etc. There is no Nayika.

Briefly speaking, the plot is as follows:—Alter Nandi, Sitradhdra enters
and discusses with his followers, the Sailiisas, what drama they should enact on
the stage for recreation of the audience. They select Dharmoddharanam com-
posed by Durgesvara.

Then Kali personified as an antagonist king, a Prati-Nayaka, appears on
the stage with his Prince Andcara whom he asks to find out where Dharma is.
The same question is repeated to Nastika, Dambha, Krodha etc. (all personified )
since no one could report where Dharma was. The night is spent in these que-
rics and, with the exit of them all, ends the first act.

In the second act, Kali invites his two chief favouritc servants Duh$ila and
Durnaya, and asks them to bring news about the spreading or decline of Dharma.
They visit several regions ( of India) including Kuru-Kamboja-Kosala-Ketaya-
Kis’mira-Kaliﬂga~Kirata-Kﬁmarﬂpa-MﬁIava-Magadha-Maru-Saka-Cola-Gauc_la-
Vanga-Anga-Vidarbha-Pindya-Paficala-H aibaya-Kerala-Maharastra--Tilanga-
Knmz‘lta-Dravida-Kun‘:kana-Gurjara—Sauré;gra-Kaccha-and-Var‘ugéla etc., find out
that Dharma was thrown out by Nirodha, the son of Kdma, that Vedas, Sastras,
Purdnas ctc. were uprooted by Tiraskarah ( hatred), the son of Krodha, that the
Brahmanas were losing their Buddhi being distressed by poverty, that the per-
formances of sacrifices etc. was given up on account of Karpanya, that the Deva-
sadanas ( temples of Gods ) were brought down by the Mlecchas by the order
of Ajiidna, the son of Moha, and so on.

This reference is noteworthy since it shows that this work refers to the
condition of India during and after the onslaught of the fanatic Moslem icono-
clasts, and therefore during and after c. 14th or 15th century, and probably
referring to the conditions of circa 17th century A.D.

Duhéilé and Durnaya further the Gods in the temples, approached Lord
Sesasayin ( Visnu) whom they appealed for protection. News is brought at this



xv

juncture that (condition of the age of ) Dvipara has come into existence. Hear.
ing this, Kali along with his two associates runs away to the Western ocean.
The second act ends here.

Dvapara enters in the third act, along with Subhacara, 1t is reported that
sacrifices have been started, that the Brahmanas are now engaged again in the
study of Vedas with their Aigas. Dana is called and praised. He reports that
peace is being gifted through the hands of King Bhagyocca. Who this king
Bhagyocca is, is notknown. Heis again referred to at the’end of the play in the
Bharata-vakya. It is just possible that the name is purely mythical. However,
this requires further research.

King Dvipara appoints Danam as his minister, and asks him to exert in
order to protect and blish Dharma ( 4at: #dzq: ). Dharma was,
to be annointed as Yuvardja. The minister carries out these orders.

Dipa, in company of Dharma, visits the homes of the learned and
asks the Buddbi of the learned to protect the whole literature, the Vedas, the
Sastras, the Puranas etc. Alasya is destroyed, Anabhyasa runs away. The Yajiias

. are assured safety, Then Dina and Dharma go to Varanasi and bathe in the
Ganges. Lord Viévesvara who had hidden himself in the waters of the Ganges
is requested to come out. Dharma and Dina then proceed further. Sama,
Dama etc. are asked to put into captivity Smara and others. Adharma
then runs away, and is destroyed. Dharma and others then go to Avanti, on
the banks of the river Ksipra. The Mahakale$vara-pitba is reestablished, and
worshipped  Similarly, reerecting temples on the way, they reach Tryambuka,
and the banks of Goda (Godavari) river. Then they go to Ghusmesvara
(Jyotirlinga of Ghrénesvara near Ellora caves) and there the worship etc. are
reestablished. Later they go to Setubandha Ramesvara. Thus after digvijaya
in all quarters they return to the king. The third act ends here.

Srhgdra requests Yuvardja that he should be freed. The author intro-
duces in this act, the various Rasas—Hasya, Karuna and others—personified. The
descriptions of each of them are noteworthy. The author also introduces here
and describes the various Nayikas like Virahotkanthitd, Vipralabdha, Kalah-
antarita, Khandita Manini, Abhisarika, Jyotsnabhisarika, Krsnabhisarikd and
others. The whole fourth act is thus interesting and shows the author’s profici-
ency in poetics etc.

Last we have a Prastivand which really should be Upasamhara. Here an
assembly of the learned (Panditamandali) is introduced before Dharma. It is
noteworthy since the various branches of learning which were popular amongst
Brahmanas in the age of our author are incidentally known. They are
Mimarhsa, Nyaya, Vedanta, Vyakarana, Yajiika-karma, Kavya, Bhaisajya and

Jyotisa. The Brahmanas are honoured and the play ends with Bharatavakya
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which refers to a king called Bhagyocca who is also referred to in the beginning
of the third act, text p. 48, v. 5.

It seems that the play was composed after the destruction of the temple of
Viévanatha on the orders of Aurangzeb ( in 1696 A.D.), after which for about
a century the temple could not be reconstructed. It is also not unlikely that the
play was composed sometime after 1785 A.D. when Ahalyabai rebuilt the
temple of Visvanatha., This is probable because Ahalydbai also repaired and
rebuilt the temples of Mahakale$vara at Ujjain and the shrine of Ghrénevara
near Ellora,

Nothing more is known about the author or his date.

Manuscript used for this edition: Manuscript no. 39, on paper, in the collec-
tions of the Oriental Institute, Baroda.

Age:—Not mentioned.

Condition:—Good.

Extent:—Folios 20, Granthas 600.

Script:—Devandgarl on paper.

Size:—9.3in. X 4 in,, 15 lines per page, each line has about 35 to 38 letters.

Ms. begins on folio 1b and ends on 20a, Letters &, %, @ are written similar
to those found in Gujarati manuscripts. 3 is generally written as 5. 3 is drop-
ped in conjuncts and is written as w3g, 92 etc. Anusvara is generally used for
nasal consonants and the sign of Avagraha is always omitted.

X X X .

1 am very thankful to the authorities of the British Museum, London, for
supplying me with a micro-film and a photocopy of the ms. of the Bhimavikra-
ma-Vyiyoga in the collections of the British Museum. The British Council
kindly helped us in obtaining the copies. '

I am very thankful to Prof. B. J. Sandesara, Director, Oriental Institute,
Baroda, and to Shri J. S. Pade-Shastri for certain valuable suggestions. I am
also very thankful to Pandit B. L. Shanbhogue who copied the manuscripts for
me and helped me in the preparation of press-copy. Shri J. S. Pade-Shastri also
kindly corrected some proofs for me.

I am thankful to Shri R. J. Patel, Manager, M. S. University of Baroda
Press, Baroda for all the services he has given in seeing this volume through the
Press.

UMAKANT P, SHAH
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