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No. 5
Affidavit dated 29-5-1952 of

Muni Shri Bhanuvijayji in Support of th Petition
In the High Court of Judicature at Bombay
IN ITS JURISDICTION UNDER ARTICLE 226
of the Comstitution of India
and
In its General and inhorent Jurisdiction.
Civil Application No. 880 of 1952,
In the matter of Conatitution of India,
And
In the matter of the Bombay Public Trust, Act XXIX of 1950
Ratilal Pannachand Gandhi .... .... .... ..., Petitioner.
Versue,
The State of Bombay and Others ... ... ... Respondents.

1, Muni Shri Bhanuvijayji, a Jain Preceptor at Present residing
at Lal Baug Jain Upashraya, without the Fort of Bombay, Solemnly
affirm and as follows :

1, That I become a Sadhu about eighteen years baek. Prior to
my becoming a Sadhu I had been and thereafter also have a ciose
student of Sanskrit and have studied a number of Jain religiouss
books and Shastras. I any that inthe course of my religious duty. I
have given discoureses on Jian religious tenets and practices to many
conugregation at different places in the whole of India. I any that
several thousands of Swetamber Murti Pujak Jaine have attended my
discoures.

2. 1 say that the Jains have distinct religion and a distrinct
philosophy of their own. Their soial life is to a very large extent
influenced by the religion and religious belife.

3. According to the Jain religious scriptures Jains are divided
into 30 two classes namely, Sadhus and Shravaka. The Former are
Jains who have renouneed life and worldly possession and have taken
up asectieism.
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11. According to Jain religion a person paying .money in Sat
Kahotra (Seven Objects) is considered to be diong a good and pious
thing.

12.- The enactment of the Bomay Public Trusta Act 1950 is
aginst the prinoiples of Jain religion which provides for conduct man-
agement etc.,, of the Jain Public Religious Charitable Trust. The pro-
visions of the Trusts Act and the enforement there of is against the
long usage and ocston of the Jain and principles therein cited in Jain
Religious Scriptures. This will cause irrepairable damage to the Jain
Religion,

13. Bombay State is part of Bharat which is said to be a
Secular State, hence in accordance with its Goal, it cannot intherefore
with any Religicus matters.

14. Religious funds are a total of personal expenses of indiviuals
for centuries and hence the State should not interfere with or go
against their wish,

15. Ahost of varied intricacies regarding the keeping of ac-
counts, forms etc, provided in the Bombay Public Trusts Act, retardsthe
main creation of religious funds and consequently the Jain Religion
and Culture.

16. The powers alloted to the Charity Commissioner are the
ones which can be only to the particuler religious Scriptural expert
having faith in it.

Solomnly affirmed at Madhav Baug, Bombay
aforesaid this 29th day of May 1952.
At 4-30 PM. Sd/- Muni Bhanu Vijay.

Before me,
Sd/- A.R. Narayan Ayyer.
for Asst. Master.
Sd/- Thakordas Daru Hemany & Co.,
Petitioner’s Attorneys.
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