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Foreword,

I have to confess to a feeling of presump-
tion on my part to have undertaken to adda
foreword to the present treatise “Diksanu Sunder
Svarupa” (fyTd ®YT ET) written by Acharya
Shree.SagaranandsUri, whose valuable services to
the cause of Jaina Literature are so well known and
who is aptly deemed at present as an authority on
the explanation and interpretation of the Jaina
Siddhanta. The present volume has treated the
subject of the initiation into monkhood exhaus-
tively in all its aspects. The subject is one of
paramount importance to the Jainas and although
in the present treatise it is principally treated
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from the viewpoint of Religion as given in the
Jaina Siddhanta, the learned writer has clearly
shown how it should be seen from a wordly
viewpoint under the present conditions and
environments and in what way it should be dealt
with by law-givers.

2. Although monkhood apparently is the
subject of the treatise, still, by his penetrating
intellect and by his thorough grasp of the subject the
Acharya has discussed fully all the relevant topics
such as the aim and end of religious life, the nature
of the Final Truth, the evidence for its ascertain-
ment, the authorities for guidance in religious
matters, the stages of Spiritual Development and
several others, The reading of the present trea-
tise will no doubt give the reader an insight
into the nature of the goal placed by Jainism
before it and the means to achieve it,

3. The learned treatise presents a scholarly
dissertation on monkhood and its kindred topics
such as the necessity of dress, the minimum age
limit for Initiation, the necessary mental condition
and understanding, the environment and the re-
latives, and the reader is made thoroughly
acquainted with the views of the learned old
commentators like Haribhadracharya and others.
The volum is, in short,a brief critical survey of the
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Sacred Literature on the various problems men-
tioned above aptly illustrated by means of per-
tinent instances gathered from History and

mythology.

4. The Harshapushpamrita — Jaina — Grantha-
mala is to be congratulated upon its having secured
for the first volume such an original and instruc-
tive treatise as the present one, which not only
supplies full information on the subject of monk-
hood and its kindred topics, but opens for the
reader fresh avenues to think and write. The
volume is expected to do credit to the series and
find a deserving place not only in the libraries
of learned persons but in their minds also, The
book is a valuabe asset to the Religious Litera-
ture of the Jainas and its careful perusal means
a distinct step towards Spiritul Progress,

Gujarat College, K. V. Abhyankar.,
AHMEDABAD. .
Margashirsha Shukla 11 Professor of Sanskrit and
Samvat 1989 Ardha-Magadhi
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Lives of Gireat men all remind us,
That we can make our lives sublime.
—Long Fellow.
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