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Four Panca-Tirthikas from Bhagalpur
AJOY KUMAR SINHA

The Svetambara Jaina Temple, Campanagar! (i suburb of Bhagalpur
town) stands upon the ruins of uicient Jaina temple site of glorious
Campapuri, the capital city of Anga. The present temple was however
constructed in about 1760 A.D. by the benevolent Svetambarias of Murshi-
dabad town.? Martin Mantgomury?® left behind him a detailed account
of this temple in his book. Buchanan® attributed this temple to Jagat
Seth, bunker of Murshidabad Nuwab. “The present temple is an example
of solid masonary work and its thick round large-sized pillars reminds
one of the Greco-Roman architectural ‘style. It contains as many as
fifty stone und bronze images among whom four bronze Padica-Tirthikas
of great archacological as well as religious importance have been selected
by the present author for study.

The antiyuity of Patca-Ticthika icons is hardly four to five hundreed
years old. Mujority ol them have been reported from the western India
and some of them are housed in the museums abroad. The present
author thinks that the Jainas during their golden days (circa 15th-16th
century A.D.) propagated the live fold path for attaining the saniyak
Jiigna® (one of the tri-rama) in terms of these Paiica-Tirthika icons.
This may also be related to the live fold vows® of the Jainas, viz non-
injury, non-lying, abstinance from theft, chastity and detachment
from all external and internal temptation.

The ‘Paiica-Tirthikas under discussion are beautiful examples of the
~mediaeval “metal urt of India. ‘They are well preserved and are under
worship. Five Tirthankaras are grouped together in a geometrical com-
position. The muila-nayakas, in all the four icons are seated cross-legged
in deep meditation. There are two standing Tirthankaras by the side of the
mila-ndyaka, and on cach end is u standing flywhisk-bearer in tribhanga
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bosturc., By the side of the euch mutla-niyaka’s halo are two seating
Tirthunkaras also in decp meditution and on cach end is a dincing,
Gandharva. Pair of truncated clephants are on cither side  of miilu-
nayaka's chatra. On the right and left ends of the lion-throne of the
mula-nayaka are shown respectively the figures of the attendant Yaksa
and Yaksi. In the centre of the lower-most end of the pedestal is placed
the mother goddess seated in the ardha—paryankasana .The shrine is
toppcd by a beauui‘ul ﬂmal ﬂanked by pair of ﬁshes ’

.
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Thc carliest of these” l’am‘«-?:ulul\(.s bears the date samvat 1523
(A.D. 1466). The mula-nayaka in this icon is Bhagavan Sumbhavinatha,
the third Jaina Tirthankara (fig. 1). It bears an inscription on its back. )
The next belonged to samvar 1581 (A.D. .1524) and its  mala-ndyaka
is Bhagavan Santinatha, the sixteenth Juina Tirthankara (lig. 2). The third
bears the date samvat 1585 (A.D. 1528). The mila-nayaka in this icon
is Bhagavan Adinatha, the first Tirthankara (fig. 3). The last Paiica-
Tirthika belonged to samvat 1603 (A.D. 1546) and its mila-nayaka is
Bhagavan Sumatinatha, the fifth Jaina Tirthankara (fig. 4). Suylistically,
all these four icons belonged to one school and show similarities with
the western school of Jaina metal art. The Paica-Tirthikas rom Bhagal-
pur show similarities with the Paiica-Tirthikas from west India displayed
in the Los Angeles County Museum (U.S.A.),” Salar Jung Museum,
Hyderabad,® Central Archaeological Muscum, Gwalior and one enshrined |
in Sagardighi, Murshidabad.® But in compuarison to cuch other the
Bhagualpur Pgiica-Tirthikas are artistic {rom iconographic point of vu.v
as they contain all iconographic details.
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