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GIRNAR.

Grand Girnar, pious place of pilgrims pure,
Miraculous mount of prime devotion, sute;
odigeous pile of prehistoric plays

Of mystic myths in prediluvian days;
In mirth to welcome weary trav’llers meets,
With stony steps and halting houses greets;

And gives them gifts of foliage, fruits and flowers,
Elysian air, and plants of marv’llous powers,
Medic’nal fluid, converting into gold ‘
All baser metals, as some ancieats hold;

Elixirs, keeping verdant bloom of life,

Aund free from old age, death and temp’ral strife.
Panaceas, healing every human pain,
Philosopher’s stone and jewels that bring the raiu.
The Damodarji viaduct, shrine and pool,

God Bhavrath close to 7Gazel pond so cool;
The"Golden stream with lymph of silver bright,

. In sinuous spray enchants both ear and sight.

Stupendous Nemnath’s fortress shines sublime;
Olympian, orient, consecrated clime.

Pyramid’l pagods pealing blithesome bells,

High dcmes, gay spires, celestial anch’rite cells.

tMrigi Kund. tSuvarna Rekha.
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“Of Mairuk’s vaulted roofs the sculpt’ral art
Would fill with wonder e’en an angel’s heart.
The subterraneous statue, sprinkling drops

Of nectar, marked with Samprat’s elbow props.
Kumarpal, prince of Gujarat, full of fame,

To group of shrines bequeaths his hallowed namegq
Twin brothers, Vastupal and Tejpal made

A triad of temples. Samprat, Shigram paid
Their def’rence due to Arhats? doctrines dear,
By building sanctuaries glitt’ring here.

‘Old Kund of Bheem reflects the azure sky,

And wild voracious vultures soaring high;
‘Whose water washes worsh’ppers’ filth away
And makes them fit to enter shrines and pray.
“Fhe feet of Rama the foe of Rawan fell,
‘Acharjis’ lib’ral harbour, }Bhairav knell.

“T'he thousand trees where §{Krishna's Cousin got
‘Omniscient vision, and salvation sought,
Retreats of rare repute replete with rites
Religious, right reveal romantic sights.
Absorbed in meditation of the soul

Live monks aud friars to reach the highest goal.
Observing vows monastic multi-from,

U g

*Bhairva jap. §Neminath.
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with fixed mind, defying cold, heat or storm.
Embalmed by breeze empyreal Amba’s crest,
Dattatri, Gorakh summits, Kal’ka’s nest.

The tod’rous Diamond orchard, Pandavs’ cave
1Gourd reservoir, grim grove of Bharat brave.
Of Rajul’s spouse ethereal footmarks gleam,
And idols blissful carved in marble beam,

——————

JUNAGAD.

Heroic remant of the mighty throne

Of Akbar or Aurungzeb reigns alone

In province fertile of majestic fame,

With nature’s bounty, Nawab’s noted name,

The princely station backed with view supreme,
And pond’rous portals flan ked with fulgent scheme
Of edifices vying with cherubs’ realms

Surprise the tourist with gigantic gems

Of pomyp palatial, architecture fair,

Erected by illustrious Sherkhan’s heir.

The Reay (ate passed, the huge jail comes iu ken,
Horrific to the hearts of hellish men,

With lofty ramparts filled with sous of crime

And turrets echo all-well’s awful chime,

“TRatanybag. iKamanci;i; kuud.
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"Mausoleums massive, facing nymph of fount,

Qf Sires revered of yore, preserve account,

In sacred mem’ry, lights of Babi race,
‘Immortalised by deeds of godly grace.

“T'all Sale Hindi towers attract the gaze

“Qf passers-by engulfed in arch amaze.
Dispens’ries, Offices, Courts, Schools, by score,
‘Symbols of accidental lustrous lore;

-Grain mart and Moonlight-square® of this great town
Possess no small share of its chief renown.

Ra Khengar’s bulwark,¥ Ranik’s arbour dear,
“‘Whose matchless charm allured King Sidhraj here.
James Fergussou bridge, which spans the Kalw4 rill,
Prince Victor’s Leper Lodge, Saint Datar’s Hill.
The Sardar, Sakkar gardens, redolent green,
“I'ransparent tank of Fairies} wondrous scene.

All point to peerless feats of fibre fine,

Achieved by glorious Junagad divine.

Fresh fields of fragrant Flora, soothing shades,
‘Conspicuous quarries clean, and gladd’ning. glades.
Primeval vistas, dens, bewild'ring dales,

‘Supernal springs and wells, cliffs, rocks and rails;
Magnificent mosques, set strings of splendid shops,
Big balconied buildings, tiled and terraced tops.

*Chandani Chauk. {Upper Kote. iParinu Talav.
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‘Thus stands the topmost seat of Sorath’s crown
Bedecked with stately mansions, gorgeous gown.
Here comes Lord Harris, Bombay’s brilliant star
For public weal, in Kathiawad afar.

Ye lepers! taste sweet fruits of mercy deep,
Now in your darling home with rapture leap.
Long live Victoria Empress Gracious Most,

Lang live Rasulkhan righteous royal host;

From Rasul Allah, choicest blessings flow,

And man on man benignant boons bestow.

D. P. BARODIA, B.A.;
11th April 1893. Assistant Master,

Babadurkhanji High School, Junagad.

sy, . W



64

The quality of mercy is not strain’d,

If droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven
Upon tke place bencath; it is twice blest;

1t blesseth him that gives £ him that takes.
*T' is mighticst in the mightiest; it becomes
The throncd monarch better than the erown;
- His sceptre shows the force of temp’ral powers
The attribute to awe and majesty,

Wherein doth sit the dread & fear of kings;
Eut mercy is above the sceptred sway,

T4 is enthroned in the heart of kings;

It is an attribute to God himself,

& earthly power doth then show likest God’e

When merey seasons justice.

SHAKESI?E ARE-
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