WA HTIQd I3, THSY SIgaell
(sTTeersT growl @ ferg)
Bhagwan Shri Rishabh Dev’s Son, Gommatesh Bahubali
(A Monograph for International Readers)

Author

Dr. Chakravarthi Nainar Devakumar
M.Sc., Ph.D., ARS, FNAAS
Former Assistant Director General, Indian Council of Agricultural Research

Mob. 8010509335; cdevakumar@gmail.com

Editors
Prof. M.L. Jain Dr. R.K. Jain
MA, M. Phil. (Ex. Vice Principal)
Retd. Head of Dept., PGDAV College, Sri Venkateswara College (Delhi University)
Delhi University Mob. 8860297854
Mob. 9213985270
Publishers

Arinjaya Jain & Tathagat Jain
F-3, Green Park, New Delhi, Mob. 9969143948; arinjaya@gmail.com



mailto:cdevakumar@gmail.com
mailto:arinjaya@gmail.com

© Dr. Chakravarthi Nainar Devakumar (2018)

Title of Book . Bhagwan Shri Rishabh Dev’s Son, Gommatesh Bahubali: (A Monograph for International Readers)
W FTILT G U, MY IgIell (STYIET UIodm & fory)

Author . Dr. Chakravarthi Nainar Devakumar

Editors : Prof. M.L. Jain and Dr. R.K. Jain

Holder of the Copyrights : Dr. Chakravarthi Nainar Devakumar

Publishers . Sarvashri Arinjaya Jain & Tathagat Jain
F-3, Green Park, New Delhi 110016

Year of Publication 2018

Place of Publication . New Delhi

Edition . Digilot; First

Copies ;1000

Price : Rs. 100

Language . English & Hindi

Address for print copies : Sarvashri Arinjaya Jain & Tathagat Jain

F-3, Green Park, New Delhi 110016



The Two Architects of Millennium Mahamastakabhishek

Param Pujya Rashtrasant
Acharya Shri 108 Vidyanand Ji

A0
. 95F Usgled Il 108 e st g SHIeee HaAAe wafeash

TR TATHIS, SToTaerdirell

His Holiness Jagadguru Karmayogi Swastisree
Charukeerti Bhattaraka Swamiji,
Shravanbelgola



Content Page fqugel

No.
Foreword 1 PRSIEEI
Bhagwan Rishabh Dev 5 A HIIQd
Teachings of Prince Rishabh Dev 6 RIS Fewed & et
Bharat & Bahubali 9 WA 3R dTgaell
Mahamuni Bahubali's Supreme Penance 15 He/Mf argdell $I F8l quwl
The last SrutKevali Bhadrabahu 17 i< gaddell 9eeTg
The Story of Chandragupta Maurya 18 T HRI Bl BRI
Shravanbelgola 20 SIS
Chavundaraya 21 THISRY
The Dream that Came True: Making of the Grand Statue 22 P WUAT Sl W9 g3l : WA dIgdell o faene g &1 i
Story of Sculptor-Chagad 23  RrUsR grd o FEHl
Tyagada Brahmadeva Pillar 24 AN d5lqd W™
Vindhyagiri & Chandragiri 25 =R g TR
The Immortal Story of Gullikayi Ajji 26 Ifedtdrll AT B PR BRI
Other Statues of Bahubali 28 dIgall @ I el
The Famous Ladies Connected with Bahubali 30  qTgdel 3R SAD! Ul @1 Ufissr W el 88 {9 UG Al
Various Versions of Bhagwan Bahubali Story 31 o, qIETA B FHE o = wg
Gommata and Other Names of Bahubali 31 MRIC SR aTgaell @ 3T M
Lessons from Bharat-Bahubali Story 32 WRd 3R qrggell @I Her A Rl
Resources 33 e g
Hymns on Bhagwan Bahubali 34 s 9igden W
How to reach Shravanbelgola? 36 SV DY Ugel?



FOREWORD

Gommatasangaha suttam Gommata siharuvari GommatadinO ya |
GommatarAya viNimmiya dakkhiNa kukkuda JiNO jayatu ||

(Gommatasara, Karma kand Gatha No. 968, Acharyasri Nemichandra
Siddhant Chakravarti)

Bhagwan Shri Neminath, the Gommatajina whose idol was installed
at Chandragiri by Gommataraya and the southern Lord of serpents viz,
Bhagwan Bahubali whose magnificient statue at Vindhyagiri is adored. We
invoke them for the success of this book.

This mini-book on Bhagwan Bahubali being brought out to
commemorate the forthcoming 88" Mahamastakabhishek of
Bhagwan Gommatesh Bahubali in February 2018 in Shravanbelgola,
Karnataka also captures the glimpses of glorious past of our country.
Our country, Bharat or Bharatvarsha derives its name from the
legendary Emperor Bharat. Bhagwan Adinath, the father of Bharat
and Bahubali, has been the architect of human civilization. He not
only organized the modern concept of human society, he introduced
six branches of economic activities viz agriculture, education, art &
craft, defence, commerce and engineering. His contributions to human
civilization are too elaborate to be covered in any single book. No
wonder, the Hindu scriptures and puranas contain hymns in praise of
him.
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The contributions of his two daughters, Brahmi and Sundari, in
the field of scriptology and mathematics are legendary. Emperor
Bharat is credited with the developments of administration,
governance and social order. The authorship of Gayatri mantra and
many types of puja is credited to him.

Bhagwan Bahubali (not to be confused with the film title) is
remembered primarily for three reasons:

First, he was the first votary of freedom of expression in the
human history. He went to the extent of waging a war against his own
elder brother whom he respected. We are happy that our Constitution
enshrines and protects our freedom of expression and privacy to life.

Second, he was the first karmayogi who sacrificed the fruits of
victory and renounced the world. Third, he was the first model Saint to
undertake the hardest form of penance.

The Bharat-Bahubali conflict resolution without bloodshed is
an apt example of applications of Ahimsa and Anekantvad in daily life
and bilateral relationship.

Was the decision of the council of ministers as wise as was
thought of? Can any dispute between two kings be settled through
individual bouts? Notwithstanding the causality of lives, what would
have happened if both the armies were involved in the war? Surely,
the emperor Bharat would have won the battle given the huge army
he had amassed. In the human history this kind of dispute settlement
was never repeated.
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Another issue pertaining to land rights. This practice of
distribution of lands to all princes was given up sooner. Only, the
eldest son was given the heir. Will it help in arresting further
fragmentation of our arable lands?

Shravanbelgola is famous for the visit and samadhi of Samrat
Chandragupta Maurya as a Digambar Jain saint. He was the most
famous and powerful monarch in the recent history. His kingdom was
spread from Afghanistan in the west up to Burma in the east and
covered most part of the modern India excepting Tamil Nadu and
Odisha. There might have been some alliance with Tamil kings. At the
prime age of 49, he renounced the throne at the behest of Srutkevali
Bhadrabahu. Noting that Bhadrabahu was born to a Brahmin family
and the close friendship with Chandragupta, one is tempted to think
that he was none other than Chanakya.

The great immigration of Srutkevali Munisangh supervised by
the monarch Maurya to South India was a turning point in the annals
of both Jainism and Indian history. The Ajanta Ellora in Maharashtra
and Badami caves in Karnataka herald this great immigration.

Chavundaraya, the commander-in-chief of Ganga dynasty
was motivated to install the grand statue of Gommatesh Bahubali at
Shravanbelgola in 981 A.D. It was in fact to commemorate this great
migration of the munisangh of 12000 saints led by antim Srutkevali
Bhadrabahu. He was ably guided by his guru, Acharyasri
Nemichandra Siddhant Chakravarti. While the sculpting of the statue
was progressing, he also undertook to create popular Jain scriptures
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viz Gommatasara, Triloksara, Labhdhisara and Dravyasangraha in
Prakrit. The story and hymns of Bahubali are available in Prakrat,
Sanskrit, Tamil, Kannada, Marathi and Hindi.

The author, both the editors and publisher are religiously
grateful to the revered persons like Acharyasri Vidyanand Ji Maharaj
and Bhattarak Ji of Shravanbelgola for their inspired contributions.
The patronage of erstwhile Maharaja of Mysore is also remembered
with gratitude. The art work of Mr. Vinit Garg (mob. No. 9212790110)
is also acknowledged.

Prof. M.L. Jain
Dr. R.K. Jain

1 January 2018
New Delhi
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BHAGWAN RISHABH DEV

Bhagwan Rishabh Dev, the first Tirthankar was the founder of
Jainism in this cycle of time called AvasarpiNi. Jain chronology places
him in almost immeasurable antiquity in the past. He was born at the end
of the third period in the current regressive half cycle of time (Avasarpini).
The legend has it that Bhagwan Rishabh became so integral to human
civilization that the Hindu PuraNas like Bhagavat Puran, Vedas and
Upanishads hail him in many praiseworthy ways. He is mentioned as an
incarnation of God Vishnu in Bhagwat Puran. There is copious evidence
that he was worshiped in the Indus Valley civilizations. Numerous seals
of image of bulls (bull being the symbol of Rishabh) have been found and
also a nude image of a male standing in standing posture (Kayotsarga) in
Mohenjo-Daro excavations. The Vedas hail him as a long haired sage
often associated with Shiva. Some images of Rishabh have been found
with locks of hair hanging on the shoulders.

His father was king Nabhi, one of the patriarchs (Kulkaras) of that
era and his mother was Marudevi. When Rishabh was prince, the planet
earth changed its status from the land of enjoyment (Bhog bhumi) to that
of labour (Karma bhumi). It meant that people had to work for their
livelihood. The Prince organized the society and taught Asi (defence),
Krishi, Masi (literature), Vanilya (Commerce), Shilpa (Crafts and
engineering) and Vidya (Knowledge and skills) to people.

In other words, he is the one who taught all the basic skills that
mankind needed. Thus, Bhagwat Acharya Jinasen in Adipurana virtually
called him Adi Brahma. The importance of Rishabh Dev therefore lies in
the fact that he created the organization of human society and was called
Prajapati (Lord of Creatures), Adi Nath (First Lord) and the World
Teacher. He was also the first lawgiver to the society and set up spiritual
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and secular laws for society and mankind. He also devised the new g R I gomufa, anfeca iR fava—Rered wer 9rdr 2
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King Rishabh Dev, the king of Ayodhya had two
queens by names, Yashasvati and Sunanda. Queen
Yashasvati gave birth to Bharat and 98 sons and a daughter,
the legendary Brahmi. Queen Sunanda gave birth to a son by
illustrious name, Bahubali and a daughter by name Sundari.
Bahubali was the most handsome and the tallest person of
his times. He was known as Kamadev. The wonder-image of
Bahubali at Shravanbelgola reminds us of his magnificient
personality. If Bharat was supremely courageous, Bahubali
was incomparable in valour. He taught scriptology and
mathematics, respectively to his daughters, Brahmi and
Sundari.

After ruling his kingdom with relish for a very long
period, one day the celestial Lord Indra arranged a dance
programme. It is being said that Indra wanted Rrishabh Dev to
renounce the world so that the primary goal of Tirthankar of
establishing Dharma for the benefit of pious souls would be
taken up. Accordingly, in the dance programme, he introduced
an apsara by name Neelanjana whose lifespan was too short
to complete her dance. The apsara disappeared in between
and Indra instantly introduced another identical copy of her so
that the audience could not notice the change of the dancer.

Being highly intelligent, he could notice this change
which triggered in his mind a train of events leading to the
dawn of vairagya. He decided to renounce the world. To make
sure that his sons do not squabble after his departure, he
distributed his kingdom among all his sons.
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At the sudden death of the dancer, Neelanjana, a sense of
detachment dawned in Lord Rishabhdev who decided to
renounce the world

(L to R) Bahubali, Neelanjana, Queen Yashasvati, Lord
Rishabhdeva, Queen Sunanda and Bharat
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BHARAT & BAHUBALI

After some time, Chakra-ratna (a weapon in the form of a
wheel overseen by deities) appeared in Bharat's armoury. Its
importance was that Bharat would become an emperor. It also
meant that he would have to conquer and take control of the
whole world. Bharat embarked on a conquest and numerous
empires bowed before his onslaught. Bharat returned to
Ayodhya.

The Chakraratna stopped at the gate of the fort. For a
Moment, Bharat was taken aback. He consulted the foreseers.
“You may have conquered the whole world” they told the
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With birth of the Chakra- Ratna in the armoury of King Bharat, it was
an indication that he would become an Emperor. He sent a
messenger to Bahubali to accept his Supremacy.
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triumphant king, “but your brothers have not yet accepted your
supremacy.” Bharat sent messengers with mission to “Tell them
to accept me as the Emperor.” Bharat's 98 brothers were
disgusted. “Greed for empire has gripped our eldest brother. He
will not allow us to rule the kingdoms that our father gave us. It's
better to abandon our regal rights and follow in father's
footsteps,” they said. All the 98 of them discarded their crowns,
clothes and ornaments and performed kesha lochana (practice of
initiation) before the devine presence of Bhagwan Rishabh.

King Bahubali however rejected this path of meek
surrender. He refused to accept subordination to his elder brother
as the emperor. He took to task, the messenger who conveyed
Bharat's order. “| am reigning over Paudanpura given to me by
my father. Why has brother cast his eyes on it? | have no wish to
hand over this land though he is my elder brother. Go and tell him
that. Is he not content with his empire?” said Bahubali.

“Sir, | am only a messenger,” replied the messenger, ‘|
know the emperor. Accept the emperor's supremacy quietly.
Bharat has the chakra (wheel) and the rod (sceptre). They are
enough for him to subdue his opponents. When that is the case,
you will gain both esteem and wealth if you submit to him and join
his court.” Bahubali seethed with rage. “Get Out. | don’t know
what | would do to you if you were not a messenger. Are you
making threats and offering inducements? He ordered the
messenger to be thrown out.

But the messenger did not yield. “This is all | can say
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Ministers proposing a resolution to avoid bloodshed

The rival armies faced each other in the battlefield. But faRIe veri @ AT RG] d M- o WSl §§| N
the wise minsters of both sides appealed to the adversaries to el ugl @ "B 9 gfqufeat | IE Jhd d R a1 afe

stop the battle. “If Tirthankara’s sons set off bloodshed, it can
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only be calamitous. This is a matter of prestige between you two afta—fd e & QA 7 U e BT a1 gder aRoTH
only. Therefore, why not the two of you wage a duel? The winner TIGHY BRI | IS bdcl MY T b FeY AHE BT Y99 8 dud =i

can be deemed as Emperor,” they suggested. T8 oy T @ & = I g SMU? ST SO 98 dhadi AT
Both the brothers very generously gave their consent. SIQT.... 78I NEIC] fea|

The ministers then designed three rounds of battles viz. Drishti : 5 > A &

Yudh, Jal Yudh and Malla Yudh. Drishti Yudh means constant Rl 7 9 W IR AT A B T B |

staring at each other till one succumbs with a winking of eyes. Jal Tl 7 g g @ TN TR YA fhy — g Qﬂﬁ, NISE CIN
Yudh means flashing water at each other till one succeeds. Malla Aol |
Yudh means wrestling.

WA T AEEe & el 5§ g - WA =wun: gfe- g == S35
E. I= Second Event: Water Combat
Duel between Bharat and Bahubali: First Event — Gaze Combat
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Bahubali won first two rounds with ease and in the third
round, he hoisted Bharat aloft with both hands but with respect
put him down. He was overtaken by compassion and grief.

= - o -
e xS - e

qIgdell o Ugel QM WO Al W Wi fofy 3R AR
[EY H SR g9 Az XA P U A Bl H FW I forn
AR I gl W UcH ad & o 6 T 99 A9 H 9 B Ul

TAT-M1G IS AT 3R IR WA DI AEYId IARGR 711l
TeT PR e |

qﬁuw-ma@mmaﬁmﬁﬁﬁwm$mmﬁﬁﬁm@wml

Third Event — Wrestling: After lifting Bharat in his two hands, Bahubali respectfully placed him down
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That, for Bharat, was a
moment of shame. He ordered
the  Chakra-ratha to  slay
Bahubali. But Bahubali had won
the duel of the brothers. The
chakraratna went round Bahubali
thrice and came to a hal.

Bahubali grew even more
disillusioned. Greedy Bharat
would not hesitate to kill his own
brother for the sake of power, he
felt, “We are children of such a
great king but what example
have we set for our subjects?
Thoughts of treason? Who wants
this kingdom which turns brother
against brothers?” he mused and
instantly, he set off for the forest.
Remorse gripped Bharat too.
“Who wants this empire if you
depart for tapasya?” he cried.
But Bahubali was firm and left
the place to pursue renunciation.

Rd & oI @ I8 OR IMUHN &I
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I G, H B ol A 3 HIS
o A T P H GhE el B

WA T AHT Hl ATgAA o HeW @l HAT & W

AT AEA W watgon wa, fa 3% g gfa

UEST A9 e S

Bharat attacked Bahubali with Chakra-Ratna but it

returned back after going around Bahubali with
reverence

S g 4l BIE ¢ SY &) BEd § R W
Siae} Al WWeT ¥ BR Y S SRFN Hed & |
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MAHAMUNI BAHUBALI'S SUPREME PENANCE

King Bahubali went to the forest, became a Digambar Muni
and stood in still erect posture (kayotsarg). One year passed, he
stood still even without winking for a moment. But omniscience
eluded him.

The Jain scriptures prescribe diligent procedures for a Jain
muni. A muni must not harm any living organism. He should not have
attachment to any external entities even to a level of one atom. If
challenged, he should face all hardships without violating his muni
dharma. For reasons not known to us, when muni Bahubali stood in
kayotsarg, creepers started encircling his legs, body and arms. Below
his feet, termites and snakes built their mounds. Under the
circumstances, the muni was compelled not to move his posture. In
fact, he could not even sleep for a moment, lest his body might lean
down causing harm to the creepers, ants, termites and snakes.

Unfortunately, the bitter memories of battle with his own elder
brother started haunting his mind and thus disturbed his path of
elevation. This delayed to a period of one year during which time, he
demonstrated the exemplary and supreme level of penance. Acharya
Jinsen in AdipuraN describes his attaintment of seven extraordinary
powers (Riddhi). Bhagwan Bahubali is remembered even today for
this extraordinary par excellence tapasya without any violation of
procedures prescribed in the scriptures. In this context, the installation
of his statue by Chavundaraya assumes enormous significance. By
this act, Chavundaraya could also commemorate the great art of
penance as per Jain dharma.

[15]
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As narrated, earlier, Mahamuni
Bahubali did severe penance in the
‘kayotsarga’ position in the forest. The
enlightenment eluded him despite such
rigorous uninterrupted tapasya for a year.
During this period, Bharat was busy in his
royal activities and after a year went to pay
obeisance to Lord Rishabh. Not finding Muni
Bahubali in the assembly, he queried about
him. “He is embarrassed to be standing on
the land belonging to you. Go and convince
him,” Adinath Rishabh advised.

Bharat and his two sisters went to
Bahubali. Sundari said cryptically into his
ear, “None will ride to liberation being
mounted on the elephant. Get off the
elephant.” The elephant is the metaphor for
his false ego. Bharat knelt at Bahubali’s feet
and said, “O Munishwar! this land is yours. |
got it because you abdicated it. Please
pardon me and attain the best in your
mission" he pleaded. Mahatapaswi
Bahubali's sense of misgiving ceased. He
instantly attained enlightenment. He gained
Moksha later.

W BT 99 § TR ® U ST
3R ST T B yIiwIdl R/ AT

Emperor Bharat went to the forest to meet
Muni Bahubali
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THE LAST SRUTKEVALI BHADRABAHU

He was born as a Brahmin in Pundravardhana
situated in the former East Bengal and lived during 433 —
357 B.C. Considering his proximity with Chandragupta
Maurya, it was likely that he was none other than the
celebrated Chanakya. He was the last Shruta Kevalin (one
who is thorough with Jain scriptures) and the last pontiff
Head of the undivided Jainism.

He migrated with 12000 saints to Shravanbelgola to
preserve the religion against the adverse famine conditions
in north India. He breathed last at this place through the
process of Sallekhana. His footprints can be seen in the
Chandragiri, at the Shravanbelgola. The famous
archaeologist Professor Radha Kumud Mukherjee has
deciphered the inscriptions dated about 600 A. D., 1129
A.D., 1163 A. D. and 1432 A. D. about this divine pair.

TR # gadbach Warg 3R T=< A & =1 g

The sacred footprints of SrutKevali and Samrat Chandragupta

Maurya at Chandragiri
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THE STORY OF CHANDRAGUPTA MAURYA

The Samrat Chandragupta Maurya was the first
emperor in recent history to have brought India under a single
rule. Guided by his mentor, Chanakya, he could eastablish
gold standards of governance. His kingdom was spread from
Afghanistan in the north to Burma in the east and covered
entire Indian subcontinent except Tamil kingdoms and Odisha.

The well known historian Professor Radha Kumud
Mookerji confirms the Jain version of Chandragupta Maurya
accompanying Srutakevali Bhadrabahu to southern India. The
extensive caves of Ajanta and Ellora as well as Badami caves
were created to accommodate the munisangh of Bhadrabahu.
The historian Vincent Smith too endorsed this historical
incidence. The Chandragupta Basadi contains tableau (see
photo on the next page) depicting the southern India migration
of munisangh of Bhadrabahu. The Greek and Latin literature
phonetically refers him with the names Sandrokottos and
Androcottus.

After 24 years of reign, he renounced the world at the
age of 49 at the behest of his guru Bhadrabahu. He became a
Jain acharya by the name of Vishakaacharya and propagated
the religion in Tamil Nadu and Kerala. As a great nationalist,
he had 16 dreams about the future of India and these dreams
are very popular in one form or another. He practiced
Sallekhana at the hill named after him. According to the
famous archaeologist Mr. B. Lewis Rice, the emperor Ashok
was said to have visited this place. He is credited to have
named Chandragiri in honour of his grandfather.

TR A B I

T I A A Siae H YU |HIe o Sl 9Rd Bl
U6 D AT & 3faid o H Fhd Y| UM [T A &
ARieeE § d U U9 3 WM WRI Bl UG BR qIg | S
AT UM H G | o/ Jd 4 q° a6 ol ol o 3R
M Td ISHNT AT Bl BIgdR WRAY IUHBIEIY BT FHAK AN 3D
AferpR—&s H o |

QUitg SFBNBR AHER T §Y& ool 7 9 o [aRYRT
Bl e 31 7 [ JTER Tw=w A F Sdbdel 4843 & 99 &
1 IO ARG H QTR AT o7 | 37ei=il 3R VeART &1 fawegel Jbrail
AR Flcd @1 qRET TR B M YEag gREY @ AEd @
Seevd ¥ fbar T o) sfRMeR fsi< Rmy 7 @ 39 tfoeie
el BT AR 5 7 T« 99l § 9 U0 &I Shifbal &
wY H T far 731 g | A R Al Aty H WRITS & e b
RO S8 ArSIdhIceid IR TrgldIcerd &l T 2 |

A4 qY IS BR P SR I« 1 49 qY DI Aoy H
AU T[S WGAlg $ bed W HER P AN IR GA1| 9 fumamm M
H TP OF MR 9 U qAT S Affiel iR SRl odl H HTAR Bl
SR fHAT| U6 ¥elM Igdrsl 89 & A S R @ AidS & Hew
416 WH o®@ W -2 wul 7 9gd At w2 e wmRl )
32l Heolgql gRT INR N a1 SS9 Ugl &1 9 sk 4T
AT | URYE qRIAIdR AReR |1 olfd 159 & SR, Ul A ©
THIC ARG 7 39 M o I @ off 3R S=H 2 3w fiame (qre)
S FHM H $H UBIS! &1 AM IR @ oA |

[18]



F=AR R SAdad! TG TH

The Bhadrabahu cave

HeAgaT & SR dhaell Heag

Shrutkevali Bhadrabahu during Sallekhana

ATHTS! HEATE F HUA TT & AT A

The arrival of Shrutkevali Bhadrabahu with his sangh at
Shravanbelgola
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SHRAVANBELGOLA

This place is famous for the grand and marveloous
statue of Bhagwan Gommatesh Bahubali. Other epithets for
this place as seen in some inscriptions are Devara Belgola
and Gommatapura. It is a small township located in Hassan
district of Karnataka. It is about 155 kms from Bengaluru and
222 km from Mangalore. It is 12 kms away from the National
Highway no. 75 near Hirisave. Chandragiri and Vindyagiri
are the two famous hills at this place. Besides, it has an old
mutt ably managed by the Swastisri Charukeerti Bhattarak ji.
There are many old temples near the foothills.

The name Belgola was derived either from the
common weed called belagulla or the wild brinjal (Botanical
name: Solanum ferox) or the Sanskrit names viz.
Svetasarovara & Dhavalasarovara meaning white or clean
pond. The prefix Shravan referring to the SamaNas was given
by Samrat Ashok. The pond is mentioned by these names in
the inscriptions available there.

As per the second volume of Epigraphia Carnatica,
complied by B. Lewis Rice, the place is spotted with over 800
inscriptions more so in Chandragiri dating from 600 AD to 1830
AD. A perusal of the inscriptions written in proto-Kannada and
old Kannada reveal the rise of this language as well as that of
the various dyanasties such as Western Ganga Dynasty, the
Rashtrakutas, the Hoysala, Vijayanagara and the Wodeyars
Empire over a millennium. In a survey conducted by the Times
of India on August 5, 2007, the statue was voted by the readers
as the first of the Seven Wonders of India.
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CHAVUNDARAYA

Chavundraya or Chamundaraya (940-
989 A. D.) was the commander-in-chief of
Western Ganga dynasty of Talakad which falls in
Karnataka. He worked under the reigns of
Marasimha Il (963-975) and Rachamalla IV
(975-986).

A multi-talented person and a
courageous commander he was, he is now
remembered more for his initiative of the
construction of the grand and divine monolithic
statue of Bhagwan Bahubali. His courageous
exploits earned him several honorific titles such
as Samara Parasurama, Vira Martanda,
Ranarangasimha, Samara Dhurandhara,
Vairikula Kaladanda, Bhuja Vikrama and
Bhatamara.

Known for his religious fervour and
literary  skills, his works called the
Chamundaraya Purana or Trishasthi Salaka
Purana in Kannada and the Charitrasara in
Sanskrit are wellknown. He patronised the
famous savants of his time, notably the poet
Ranna and has etched his name in the history of
medieval Karnataka. The Chavundaraya basadi
in Chandragiri bears his glorious name.

His signature in Kannada at

Credits: Dineshkannambadi at Wikipedia, CC BY-SA 3.0
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=4

A

Chavundaraya

Chandragiri

367278
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=4367278
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=4367278

U& AT Il 69 3Nl : WA Sigaeil o fawrer gfowr &1 fafor
The Dream that Came True: Making of the Grand Statue of Bhagwan Bahubali

Chavundaraya, his mother, Kalala Devi, his guru, Acharya
Sri Nemichand Siddhanta Chakravarti and the chief sculptor,
Chagad are the central figures connected with this story.

Acharya Sri Nemichandra Siddhant Chakravarti was
the one who guided Chavundaraya in shaping the grand statue of
Bahubali. It is said that Chavundaraya wanted both the statue
and Jinvani come up in grand style. As per his wish, he has gifted
an immortal book called Gommatasara which is an abridged
version of Shri Dhawala. It is named after Chamvundaraya’s
childhood name, Gommata. He has also written Dravyasangrah,
Triloksar and Labhdhisar which are all summaries of Jain
philosophy. He is hailed as Siddhant Chakravarti or the emperor
of Jain thoughts and philosophy. His works serve as learning
resources today.

Kalaladevi, the mother of Chamvundaraya, desired to
have a darshan of the statue of Lord Bahubali said to be installed
by Chakravarti Bharat in Podanapura. She and her son sought
the advice of Acharya Sri Nemichand Siddhanta Chakravarti ji.
When all the three were travelling towards Podanapura, they
halted at Shravanbelgola. In their identical dreams, they were
instead asked to install a statue of Bahubali at the Vindhyagiri
hills. As instructed in the dream, Chavundaraya shot an arrow
towards Vindhyagri hills. The site nearby the arrow target was
carefully removed to discover the hidden outline of the statue.
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STORY OF SCULPTOR: CHAGAD

The colossal statue of Bahubali at Shravanbelgola was carved
and chiseled out thereafter under the supervison of now famous
Chavundaraya. This statue was given shape between 970 A. D. to
981 AD. It took 12 long penanceful years to complete this world
marvel.

It's believed that this valuable heritage was sculpted by head
sculptor by name Chagad. He was also known as Aristanemi. When
Chavundaraya hired Chagad to sculpt this statue, he demanded, as
his wages, gold-dust equal to the weight of stone pieces that would be
removed during sculpting the statue. Chavundaraya gladly accepted
this deal as he understood the value of this masterpiece. As per
promise, the first wage at the end of work on the first day was paid.
Chagad was ecstatic.

He took home the bagful of gold dust. As soon as he put his
hand inside the bag, his hand got stuck with the gold dust causing him
severe pain. The dust would not leave his palm. Chagad was in
extreme pain and got very worried.

His kind mother soon realised his folly. She chided him “My
dear son!, great works of spiritual art are not sold for gold. They
should be worshiped and served free of cost. Look at the devotion of
Chavundaraya, and his reverence for Bahubali. He is happy to give so
much so easily to you. If you have any repentance, go and return the
wage to him. Forgo your claims and surrender your services at the
feet of Bahubali”.

[23]
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TYAGAD BRAHMADEVA PILLAR

Chagad took a vow not to charge for his
service and as soon as he took his oath, gold-dust
and his hands were suddenly and miraculously
separated. He returned the gold-dust to
Chavundaraya. It was due to this selfless and divine
feeling of service that he was named Tyagad
(‘Tyagad’ means sacrifice in Sanskrit). It was this
divine spirit of sacrifice and devotion of 12 long years
which resulted in the creation of wonder statue of
Lord Bahubali.

Chavundaraya erected this pillar in the
mandapa in front of the statue, in honour of the
selfless Chagad. It is of 7.5’ in height. At one of the
faces of the base, there are images of
Chamundaraya and his guru Nemichandra flanked by
attendants fan bearers. It has beautiful engravings
and has a scroll on Chavundaraya with the following
meaning:

“A sun in the shape of a jewel adorning the
crest of the eastern mountains, the brahmakshara
race; a moon in the shape of the splendour of his
fame causing to swell the ocean, the brahmakshara
race; the central gem to the pearl necklace of
Lakshmi, procured from the Rohana mountain, the
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brahmakshara race.”

In the past, the place near the pillar was used to give away
charities signifying the divine role of the people connected with this
pillar.

VINDHYAGIRI

The pride of the place hosting the grand statue of Bahubali is
also known as Indragiri, or Peria Kalbappu or Dodda Betta. It has
about 650 steps. There are 7 types of monuments — eight small and
large temples, four mandapas, two ponds, five gateways, three pillars,
two arches and 172 inscriptions in Kannada, Sanskrit, Marvadi
Mahajani, Tamil, Manipravala and Marathi dating from the late 10th to
19th century A.D.

CHANDRAGIRI

Known as Chikka Betta (small hill) has more ancient history
than Vindhyagiri. Here lay footprints of several Munis who ended their
life through sallekhana. It is indeed divine with the cave of the revered
Bhadrabahu and footprints of Visakhacharya who was the Samrat
Chandragupta Maurya. The hill is of 200 feet high containing 92
steps. There are 14 temples called Basadi dating from 9th cent. A.D.
It is smaller than Vindhyagiri by 294 feet in height. It is about 175 feet
above the sea level. It has about 800 inscriptions.
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THE IMMORTAL STORY OF GULLIKAYI AJJI

In March, 981 AD, Chavundaraya organised the first
head-anointing  ceremony  (Mahamastakabhishek)  of
Bahubali Statue with much fanfare by Chavundaraya. He
was overwhelmed with the false ego that he could supervise
the installation of the grand statue for the first time in the fifth
spoke of this time cycle. He felt that none could match him in
the coming years. As the Mahamastakabhishek began,
gallons and gallons of milk were poured by Chavundaraya
over the statue but, alas, the milk was not reaching below
the naval of the statue, causing commotion and anxiety. He
was stunned. He then opened the abhishek to all elite class
gathered over there. Everyone tried but still the pouring
would not reach the feet of the statue.

With the permission of his guru, he then opened the
ceremony inviting anyone and everyone to perform the
abhishek. There appeared an old woman (Ajji in Kannada) in
dilapidated sari holding a few drops of milk in the dried cup
of the common weed called gullikayi. She requested
permission but the guards and the gathering could not hold
their laugh and ridicule. Chavundaraya allowed her to
perform the abhishek. Lo and Behold! No sooner the milk
from the Gullikayi was poured on the statue, not only the
statue but whole of Vindhiyagiri hills and the surrounding
lakes were covered with flowing stream of milk. He soon
realised that she was none other than Goddess
Khushmandini, the Yakshi of Lord Neminatha, who had
come to bless the event and tame his ego. He ordered the
making a replica of six feet high statue in her honour.
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3 ; 3 A Rare Image of Lord Rishabh and His 100 Sons as Jain Munis.
A, Fered AR o AfAl & w9 F 3o | ot

This image can be seen at the Vindhyagiri hill on the way to the

Wwﬁm ﬂ?ﬁaﬁmﬁﬁ%ﬁrwwwﬁm* Bahubali statue
A W 3WT AT G 2
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OTHER STATUES OF BAHUBALI

Only Parameshtis’ footprints other than Tirthankaras
were installed in the past. Not to mention about his
extraordinary penance, Bahubali was the tallest person in this
HundavasarpiNi to reach salvation and this feat is very rare as
stated in a commentary of Nandi Suttam, installation of his
images spread during 4™ century CE onwards. There are two
images dated to late 6th century CE and so older than the one
at Shravanbelgola, at the caves of Aihole and Badami in
Bagalakote district. A bronze image belonging to 7th century CE
is preserved in the Prince of Wales Museum, Mumbai. Another
metal image belonging to 4th century CE is preserved in the
Metropolitan Museum, New York. Following the mammoth
statue of Bahubali, the inclusion of Bahubali along with
prominent Tirthankaras became common as evident from the
hill images in Tamil Nadu. Soon some images of Bahubali
spread to north India also.

Interestingly, the digambara image of Apollo or Kouros
of Archaic Greek Art of about 600 BC resembles the Jaina
images. A seal of Mohanjodaro is said to depict the story of
Bahubali. The Bamiyan statues that were destroyed recently
reminded the halo history of Bahubali in that part of the world. In
fact, the Swetambara version attributes Taxila as the kingdom
of Bahubali but his kingdom was also claimed to be. Asmaka
or today’s vidarbh in deccan India
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The monolithic statues measuring 20 feet or more in FACH YW W Uh & YRR () § [T 20 Be a1 e 1S

height in Karnataka are as follows: SIS Bl qrgael Ul 14 yaR g -

Place Installation year Height in feet 1 ﬁﬁ_" ot § MR w128 oae) 313?? wIid, Vﬁ]’sf 20 e |
Gommatagiri in Mysore District 12" century CE 20 2 IS o1l & davell Rord, 1432 T, 42 B |

Karkala in Udupi District 1432 AD. 42 3l ofs Rfel # IR, 1604 T, 35 BT |

Venur in Dakshina Kannada 1604 A.D. 35 4 SR S el R, 1973 $L 30 el

Dharmasthala in Karnataka 1973 A.D. 39

Karkala Dharmasthala Venur Gommatagiri ~ Museum of
Prince Williams, UK
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THE FAMOUS LADIES CONNECTED WITH BAHUBALI AND HIS STATUE

1. Brahmi: She was the sister of Emperor Bharat and half-sister of
Bahubali. She devoted her entire life developing scripts which later
on became known as Brahmi scripts. Another version of this script
is known as Tamil Brahmi script. We see them in archaleogical
inscriptions even in Mohenjo-daro. She decided not to get married
and became the head of nuns in Adinath assembly.

2. Kalala Devi, mother of Chavundaraya: Her perseverance led to
the creation of this statue. She renounced milk for 12 years upto
the successful completion of the first Mahamastakabhishek. She
inspired the mother of the sculptor Chagad too.

3. Dtanachintamani Atimabbey (950-1020 A.D.) was a young
but rich widow hailed as the mother of Karnataka. She was famous
for her service to the propagation of Sri Dhavala which is a large
commentary on the sacred Jain scripture called Shatkhandagam.
Its dimension is equivalent to 72000 stanzas. She donated one
gold icon engraved with the image of Shri Shantinath as a token
gift for each copy of this manuscript. She seemed to have installed
a large number of Jaina images according to Dr Hampa
Nagarajaiah.
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VARIOUS VERSIONS OF BAHUBALI STORY

According to Acharya Jinasena in Mahapurana, Bahubali
took a vow of one year fasting. Before departing to renunciation,
he took leave of Bharat and apologized for his revolt and
subsequent conflict. Bharat reaches him after completion of one
year penance of Bahubali. The Paumacharyam of Vimalsuri of
Swetambar sect endorses this version.

It is Acharya Kundkund, in his Bhava Pahud attributing
the ego of Bahubali delaying his omniscience. This theory has
been elaborated by the Kannada Kavi Boppanna (1180 AD). The
Swetambara Hemchandra’s version differs in some ways. The
account of Bharat being accompanied by his two sisters finds a
mention in this version. Interestingly, the sisters use a metaphor
to allude to the ego of Bahubali. They seemed to have suggested
getting off the elephant for achieving salvation. Some images in
the Tamil Nadu hills do contain the presence of both the sisters
along with Bahubali.

GOMMATA AND OTHER NAMES OF BAHUBALI

Bhagwan Bhaubali is known as Gommata, as it means
handsome in Konkani language and it derived from the Prakrit
word for Kamadev. Bahubali was the first Kamadeva and
therefore this epithet fits him well. He is known by other names
such as  Gommetashwara, Bhujabali,  Dorbali  and
Kukkuteshwara. Gommata. In the latter period, the Lord Muruga
was fashioned after Bahubali. Interestingly, Swami Muruga is
also the younger son of Lord Shiva who is said to be derived from
Lord Adinath.
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LESSONS FROM BHARAT-BAHUBALI STORY

Bahubali was the first person to revolt against oppression of
freedom even against his own elder brother.

After winning the battle, he renounced the fruits of victory much
before the advent of Karmayoga.

Bahubali became the living example of performing perfect
penance as prescribed in Jain scriptures.

The defeat at the hands of Bahubali awakened Bharat against
greed and worldly attachment. It is not king Janak but his
predecessor Bharat who sowed the practice of Rajrishi.

The story of Bharat-Bahubali possibly influenced Lord Krishna
to device the peaceful exit of Lord Arishtanemi who took to
renunciation without any revolt.

The devotion of Chamundraya to his most religious mother
Kalala Devi, to his religion and to his Gurus has been brought
out elegantly.

The reform of this sculptor is also a story illustratating the glory
of selfless service to religion.

The episode of Gullikaya Ajji tamed the ego of Chavundaraya.
It helped in opening the Abhishek ceremony to all public and
the statue being dedicated to the entire humanity.
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HYMNS ON BHAGWAN BAHUBALI (by Acharyasri Jinsen in AdipuraN)
it argazﬁ TATH (3marish feer fRf i @)

He won three battles against the mighty Bharat
witnessed by a vast assembly of kings. He then

renounced all including the fruits of victory as a dry
grass. He was the forerunner among all those in
the last body of liberation. Such was the greatness
of Lord Bahubali. May he protect us all!

The much acclaimed goddess of wheel (chakra)
deserted Bharat and took shelter under him without
any shy or shame. But he ignored her too but took
to the path of his father Lord Adinath. Such was His
loftiness. May Dorbali protect us all!

He renounced the attachment with the goddess of
royal wealth but wedded the goddess of victory by
performing radiating penance to the dismay of
many great kings. His fame is too vast to be
accommodated within three worlds. He was none
other than the Adi Brahma Lord Rishabh'’s star son,
Bhagwan Bahubali. May the Supreme Father and
Son protect us all!
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With this expansive shoulders, he could mesmerize
the mightly kings who were witness to his wrestling
againt the emperor Bharat. He is remembered
along with most powerful and divine Bharat even
today. His name spells purity to all beings. May the
sacret name of Bhujabali be victorious!

The downpour of poison of the serpent became
harmless on His feet. The overgrowing creepers
were covering His face but the sporting women of
Vidyadhar clan were clearing them regularly. He is
worshipped by all. May Dorbali Lord protect us!

The moment he discarded the wheel-gem from his
right hand, Bahubali should have attained
omniscience through penance. But his ego held him
back for a prolonged period. True, even a tiny ego
can harm a lot! (Atm&nush&sanam 217)

Valiant Sage! Even after renouncing his body and
such attachments, how long did Sage Bahubali

stand in penance having afflicted with ego? (Bhav
Pahud 44)
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Distance from
Shravanbelgola

Hassan: 52 km
Mysore: 85 km
Bengaluru : 155 km
Mangalore: 230 km

Nearest Airport:
Bengaluru

Nearest Railhead:
Shravanbelgola

HOW TO REACH SHRAVANBELGOLA?  S[aUdeTicll 9 Uga?

Nelamangala
Solur Chikbanavara

Mayasandra

Gudemaranahalll

Magad

Garur & Shravanabelagola  nagamangaiz Hullyurdurga

Bv car (Route man) from Benaaluru

Benoaluru - Nelamanaala - Kuniaal - Yedivur - Bellur cross - take diversion from Hirisave

on Bangalore - Mangalore National Highway.
Road: State Transport (KSRTC) operates regular bus service

Trains from Yeshwantpur Jn (Bengaluru) to Shravanbelgola

TGAG ST (FIT0%)  HAUEeiten aF H &l

Train No. & Name Departure Time Days of service
16575 Gomateshwara Express 07:10 hrs Sun, Tue, Thu
16515 Yesvantpur - Mangalore Express 07:10 hrs Mon, Wed, Fri
56215 Sharavanabelagola Mysore Passenger 12:45 hrs All days
22679 SVDK Premium Express 18:15 hrs All days
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Haurderaten & gt
gG9eT: 52 el

#HeT: 85 Tl
darere: 155 fanelt
HITAR: 230 et

Arrival at Shravanbelgola
09:29 hrs
09:29 hrs
15:13 hrs

20:21 hrs


http://www.karnatakaholidays.com/mysore.php

