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I am unable to agree with those who consider that the
Reports in their present form are valueless. On the contrary,
I think that they have very considerable value as works of

r
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reference, and I have often used them myself and derived
assistance from them.

I consider, however, that they are capable of improve-
ment as to their contents and would, in regard to this point
suggest that the late Dr. Rajendra Lal Mitra’s Notices of
Sanskrit Mss. published by the Government of Bengal, could
well be taken as a model. As it is, the Hindi Notices follow
the form of this very closely, except in one most important
particular. A description of a book is of little value to stu-
dents unless ( besides the information given in the report )
pretty full information is given as to its contents. On this
point the Hindi Notices altogether fail. Merely a few words
are given under each head affording a superficial and gene-
ral view of the subject. What is wanted is an ordered
summary of the contents of each Ms. Of course this would
not be necessary in the case of well-known works which
have been frequently printed, but most of the works des-
cribed in this report exist only in Mss. and such
descriptions as ‘‘the sports of Radha and Krishna (pp- 130,
131 ), “Laudation of Bhakti *’ (p. 155) or “the incarnations
of Isvara, and Laudation of his name’ ( p. I55 ) are mani-
festly insufficient. These examples are typical of the whole
report. On pp. 130, 131, three different works by the same
author are described in exactly the same words ( four in
each case ) but it stands to reason that their contents must
have been different. As I have not seen them, I cannot tell
what the account of each should contain, but it might be
something of this kind vv. ( or pp. ) a-b such, vv. ( or pp. )
c—d such and such, vv. (or pp.) e-fsuch and such, and so on.

To make my meaning clear I may give an imaginary
account of the contents of an imaginary work on Radha and
Krishna; vv. ( or pp. ) 1-10 Invocation to Ganesa, praise of
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Vishnu, account of the origin of the Krishna incarnation;
vv. ( or pp. ) 11-15 author’s account of himself and of his
patron ( giving any dates and names available ); vv, (or pp.)
16-21 Krishna wandering in the forest; vv. ( or pp. ) 22-50
the meeting with Radha; vv. ( or pp. 53-100 ) description
of Radha’s beauty; vv. (or pp.) 101-150 Krishna leaves
Radha; her despair; vv, (or pp.) 151-200 arrival of Udhava
with message from Krishna, and so on.

In a work dealing with the ¢ Laudation of Bhakti » it
ought to be possible to' give an account of the general build
of the work, and of the lines along which the lafldation pro-
ceeds; and in an account of Isvara’s incarnations and laudation
of his name, we might at least be told what incarnations are
described and what space out of the whole is devoted to the
laudation. Again many books are merely described as Nakha-
Sikhas, or catalogues of female charms. There are hundreds
of these nakha-sikhas, some good and some bad, and all
different. Merely to name the work as a . nakha-sikha is not
sufficient. We should be given some account of the princi-
ples on which the cataloguing is done. Even an anthology or
a collection of sonnets by one auther, or the like, is based
on some system and a list could be given of the various
groups of poems. In the case of an anthology a list of the
names of the authors whose poems are quoted, is all impor-
tant. If we know the date of an anthology and that a cer-
tain author is quoted in it we have a terminus ad quem

which may be most useful in fixing his date.

For Narrative works, especially those which are histori-
cal or semi-historical, such as the interesting Ms. mentioned

as No. 60 on p. 23 the value of an abstract of the contents
is self-evident.
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