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FOREWORD

It gives me grea(: pleasure to write this brief foreword to
this edition of the Ishvaravilasak the historical imaportance
of which was first discovered by me during my search for
contemporary evidence to prove the performance of the
As’vamedha Sacrifice at Jaipur by Maharaja Sawai Jayasingh
of Amber (A.D. 1699-1743). This As’vamedha Sacrifice was the
last of such sacrifices performed by Hindu kings from very
ancient times. My friend Dr. Dinesh Chandra Sircar, now Epi-
graphist to the Government of India, expressed adoubtregarding
the historicity of the tradition about this sacrifice current in
Benares aud Rajputana. © My friend, the late Dr. Hava Datta
Sharma, who believed in this tradition, asked me to write
some papers to vindicate this belief as supported by the current
tradition. I told him that unless I discovered contemporary
evidence, I cannot enter into any controversy withmy learned
friend Dr. Sivear as I am not in the habit of waging wordy
wartare by writing inconclusive articles on historical or
literary subjects.

My search for evidence in support of the As’vamedha
tradition was beset with many difficulties as I was thena
complete stranger to the history of Rajputana. However, I
began to note down every reference to this Asvamedha in

ary and sub sources, Sanskrit and non-
Sanskrit. It was by a mere accident that I came upon the
rare ipt of the Ishwvaravilask in the Government

Manuscripts Librarf at the Bbandarkar Oriental Research
Institute. A perusal of this poem brought to my notice twe

chapters in it devoted to the description of this As’vamedha
by its author Krishna kavi, These chapters com posed by a court
poetof MaharajaBawaidaya Singh of Amber added new stre: ngt!
t0 my elbow and gave me new joy as they supported all the
evidence about this historic event, I had gathered prior to m
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discovery of this poem. My friend Dr. Hara Datta Sharma was
very much pleased Wwith my evidence gathered during the
course of about two years and asked me to publish my papers
on this As’vamedha in quick succession. Accordingly I
published. the following papers on this topic and distributed
them to all scholars:—

v Evidence regarding the As’vamedba Sarrifice

aya Singh of Amber (A.D. 1699-1744)
—Journal of Indian History, Madras,

S Vol. xv, pp. 364-867 (1937).

(1) Some Contempora;
performed by Saw:

(2) The As’vamedba performed by Sawai Jaya-Singhof Amber(A.D.1699
-1744).

—Doona Orientalist, Vol. ii, pp. 166-180 (1937).
Description of the As'vamedha performed by Sawai Jaya Singh of
Jaipur (A.D.1699-1744) as given in the Jshvaravilasakarya of
Krishnakavi.

¢

~Mimamsa Prakasa, Poon, 1937, Vol. ii, pp. 43-16.

(4) Some Coutemporary evidence regarding the As'vamedha of Sawai
Jaya Singh of Amber in a Hindi work on Dietetics (Bhojanasara) of
AD. 1739 (A summary of this paper was published in the
Proceedings of the Indian Histors Congress Aligarb, 1943, p. 378.
The original paper was mislaid or lost by the Indian History
Congress). :

As a result of the publication of these papers I came into
closer toueh .with scholars in Rajputana through the good
offices of my friend at Jaipur the late Shri Hari Narayan
Purohit to whom I had then been introduced by my friend
Rao Bahadhur Sardar M. V. Kibe of Indore. Shri Purobit,
himself a gréat scholar in the field of the history of Rajputana,
asked me to send copies of some of the above papers to his
friend Bbatta Shri Mathuranath, the learned editor of the
Tshvaravilasekavya. Accordingly these papers were sent to
Mathuranathji, who read them with great interest and to my
great surprise I got one day.a parcel from him containing
nany books written by him in Sanskrit and Hindi. In one
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of these Volumes viz. the Sehityavaibhavam I found a complete
account of the history of Shri Mathuranathji’s family during
the last 300 years. It was veally a pleasure to learn from this
account that Krishnakavi, the author of the Ishvaravilasakavyae
was an of Shri Math thji and that the tradition
of learning aund scholarship started and continued- by bis
ancestors found in Shri Mathuranathji a perfect embodiment
s vouched by the volvmes of his writings before me.

1y I developed a liking for Krishnakavi and began
to semch for evidence regarding the Sanskrit and Hindi works
composed by him. As a basis for further study in this
connection 1 published the following papers:—

(1) Krishoakavi, the Author of Ishvaravilasakarya, his works and

descerdants-

— Bharata ltihase Samshodlans Mandal Quarterly (1941), Vol. xii,
Pp. 1528,

() Vrttammktavali, a vave sanskit work on Prosody by Krishnakavi,
the court-poet of Sawai Jaya Singh (A.D. 1699-1743)-Indian
Culture (1944), Vol. xi, pp. 25-3L.

1 may mention here the following published papers of
mine inspired by my study of the Ishvaravilasakavya:—

(1) Prabhakarabbatta, the brother of Ratnakarabhattn, the Gurn of
Sawai Jaya Singhof Amber. Indian Culture(1939), Vol.v, pp. 293-296

(2) Some new evidence regarding Devabhatta Mahashabde, the father
of Ratnakarabhatta, the Guru of Sawai Jaya Singh of Amber (AD.
1699-1743 )-Poona  Orientalist (1944) Vol. vir, Nos. 3 and 4,
pp. 129-138.

" () Two Contemporary Tributes to minister Vidyadhara, the Bengal
Avrchitect at the Court of Sawai Juya Singh of Amber (AD.1699-1744
Dr. 0. K. Raja Presentation Volume (Madrns, 1946, pp. 285-294

4) Visk h Ranade, a Ci Court-poet of Raj:
Rama Singh Iof Jaipur and his works ( between A. D. 1650 an«
1700 )-Journal of the Bombay Branch of the Koyal. Asiatio Bociet;
(1941), N. S. Vol. 17, pp. 43-55.
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The evidence recorded by me inmy papers onthe Asvamedhs

performed by Sawai Jaya Singh is genuine. It has removed
the doubt of my friend Dr. Dinesh Chandra Sirear about the
historicity of this great religions event of the reign of Sawai
Jaya Siugh of Amber. In fact, Dr. Sircar publicly acknowledged
the gennineness of my evidenee in his Appendix on the Asva-
medha saerifices to his book on the Satavahana Kings (1)
and preseuted a copy of this book to me unlike some other
scholars who were successfully controverted by me in respect
of their ehronology of eertain authors and their works whick
was wrong by no less than three hundred years. These scholars
occupying high positions in Government service did notr
care even to acknowledge receipt of the offprints of my papers
against their views, though they stopped all their further
writing in support of their views

Some of the blished texts, the historical or cultural
importance of which was brought to the notice of scholars by
e in several papers, were taken up for publication by respon-
sible scholars, Some years ago my esteemed friend Muni Shri
Jinavijayaji, the Hou. Director of the Bharatiya Vu]ya Bhavan,
Bombay, was appointed by the Governmentof Rajasthan as
the Houox ary Director of the Rajasthan Puratattva Mandir at
Jaipur. With his unique experience in the organisation and
editing of numerous rare texts in the Singhi Jain Series, of
which he has been both the founder and General Editor, Munijt
lost no tinte in organising and editing a special series of rare
works bearing on Indian history in general and the history of
Rajasthan in particular. In this series called the Rajasthan
Puratana Granthamale twenty works have been already

published and ntore than twenty works are being printed.
Among these works the following three works are by aunthors on
whont I published special papers years ago:—

1. Successors of the Satavahanas ( Calcutta, 1939 ).
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(1) Rajavinode Kavya by Udayraja, Court-poet of Mahmud Begda,
Sultan of Gujarat (See my article on this work in the Journal of
the Bambay University, Vol. ix part 2, pp. 101-135 (1940).
—Edited by Pandit Gopal Narayan Bahura.
(2) Kavi Kaustubla by Raghnnath Manohara (See my article on this
author in the Poona Orientalist, Vol. vii, pp. 157-164 (1943).
—Edited by Prof. N. A, Gore.

(:

Ishvaravilasakavya by Krishnakavi (3ee my papers on this work
mentioned above).

—Edited by Bhatta Shri Mathuranath.

1t is a sacred duty for our National Government and for
Provineial Governments to spend liberally on the publication
of known and unknown sources of Indian history and culture
and I teel copfident that the series of works started by my
friend Muni Shri Jinavijayaji will before long take its
honoured place among the different series of Sanskrit and
Prakrit works started by different states years ago. I
congratulate vecy heartily the Government of Rajasthan
upon the laudable beginning they have made in this direction
and Muni Shri Jinavijayaji upon his shouldering the heavy
vespousibility of guiding all the research and publication
activities of the Rajasthan Puratattva Mandir at Jaipur ina
purely disinterested manner befitting his life of a Muni
devoted entirely to the service of Sarasvati.

*

Bhatta Shri Mathuranathji has spared no pains in making
this edition of the Ishvaravilasakavyas as useful as possible.
Apart from his careful editing of the Sanskrit text of this poem
he has added to it the following material witha view to
providing a complete historical and literary perspective for it:-

(1) His Prastavana or Preface ( in Sanskrit ) pointing out
the historical importance of the poem and the circumstances
under which it was composed by Krishna Kavi.

. (2) A detailed topical analysis of the poem in 14 chapters
(in Sanskrit ).
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(3) A Sanskrit rendering of my paper on the As’vamedha
performed by Sawai Jaya Singh published in the Poona
Orientalist ( vol. IL, pp. 166180 ). This rendering was made
by Pandit Vrajanath Shastri, who unfortunately passed away
before the completion of the printing of this poem ! Pandit
Vrajanath Shastri was the nephew of Shri Mathuranathaji and
took great interest in his uncle’s work.

(4) An elaborate note on Maharaja Mansingh (in
Sanskrit), the most influential and heroic ruler of Rajasthan
during the reign of Emperor Akbar. Mansingh knew no defeat
on the battle-field and the memories of his exploits aud
liberality are stillgreen in Rajasthan. His patronage to learning
and arts has become proverbial in the whole of this
Bharatavarsha,

(5) A detailed life-sketch in Sanskrit of Krishna Kavi, the
author of the Ishvaravilasakavya and many other Sanskrit and
Hindi works. Shri Mathuranathaji here deals with the contact
of Krishna Kavi with the Jaipur rulers and the influence he
held over them through his learning and scholarship. He also
takesin this account a briet survey of Krishua Kavi’s Sanskrit
and Hindi literary productions. It appears that this poet
travelled to other provinces of India, where he was highly
honoured by the public and the princes in these provinces.

®6) 4 diz 1-J¢ imh nanam (in Sanskrit) or
Description of Maharaja Snwai Jaya Singh and his achievements
as given in 37 verses' of Pudyatarangini, an anthology
composed by Vrajanatha in A.D. 2753,

(7) Appendiz 2—This is an elaborate note by Shri
Gopal Narayan Bahura on the hero of the Ishvaravilasakavya
viz. Maharaja Ishvarisimha, son of Sawai Jaya Singb. Shri
-Bahura points out that there are three Sanskrit historical
works pertaining to the history of the Jaipur rulers viz:—-

(i) Ishvaravilasa by Krishana Kavi composed by the order
of Ishvarisimba ( A. D, 1744-1751).



(1) Je Y/ hak by Si Parvanikar
, composed during the reign of Sewai Jaya Singh IT (A.D. 1819-
1835 ). * This work.was edited by Prof. Pattabhirama Shastri

. and published by the University of Rajputana in 1952,

(iii). Kachchhuvamshamahakarya by Krishnarama composed
during the reign of Madhava Singh IT (A.D.1881-1923 . A rare
manuseript of this work is now in the possession of the present
descendants of this poet.

Of the three works mentioned above the Ishvaravilasakarya
is an important contemporary source of the history of Jaipur
during the reigns of Maharaja Sawai Jaya Singh and his son
Ishvarisimha.

Shri Gopal Narayan concludes his scholarly note with the
reproduction of & document in Hindi ( Miscell. No. 94 from
the Record Office, Jaipur ). This document is important as it
gives some valuable information about vhe personal history of
Sawai Ishvarisimha with definite dates which need to be verifiec

Lovers of Sanskrit should be grateful to Shri Gopal Narayan
for bringing to their notice an unknown Sauskrit work ot
Krishna Kavi called *“‘Rama Gita’ which is a ‘ Giti Kavya’ hike
Jayadeva’s Gita Govinda as proved by the numerous gnotations
from it given by Shri Gopal Narayan.

(iv) An account of Maharaja Ishvarisimha as given in th
Kachehhavamsamahakavye—

Relevant portions from chapters XI, XII and XIII o
this kavya are reproduced here from the unpublishe
manuseript of this work referred to above.

(8) Sanskrit Commentary called Vilasinion the availabl
fourteen Sargas of the Ishvaravilasakavya by the editor,Sh
Mathwranaiha— .

[n writing this learned and lueid commentary the editc
has not only laid all lovers of Sanskrit under a deep obligatio
but he has discharged his debt to his learned ancestors ap
especially Krishnakavi in » manner worthy of the scholar
traditions of his house. It was really a lucky moment when
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cntered the field of the history of Rajasthan without a sword
or shield and made many friends therelike Shri Mathuranatha
but for whose genuine interest in this work of his ancestor it
would have been difficult to produce a critical and
comprehensive edition of a work represented by a single
manuscipt. I hope that scholars in Rajputana will succeed
in the near future in their search for some more mauuscripts
of the Isvharavilusakavya. .

In concluding this Foreword I have to record my most ~
cordial thanks to Muni Shri Jinavijayaji for giving me an
opportunity to associate myself with his valuable work as the
General Editor of the Rajasthan Puratana T la and
the Honorary Director of the Rajasthan Puratattva Mandir.
In the editing of this Granthamala as also thie Singhi Jain
Series he has all along maintained a broad outlook and selected
for editing. all works which are likely to promote the
cause of Indian literary and cultural history. It is, thercfore,
in the fitness of things, that the German Oriental Society
recognised the value of his great services to Indology and
conferred on him their Honorary Membership some years ago.
1 wish him long and energetic life to continue his services to
Sarasvati in a purely disinterested manner like the ancient
Acharyas, whose monumental work has been a perennial source
of inspiration to all lovers of our ancient Indian heritage.

T have also - to-convey my cordial thanks to my esteemed
friends Bhatta Shri Mathuranathaji and his learned pupil
Pandit Gopal Narayanji for their scholarly co-operation in the
production of the present edition of the Ishvaravilasakavya,
worthy of the Rajasthan Puratana Granthamale organised by
my illustrious friend Muni Shri Jinavijayaji. The Government
of Rajasthan are also to be congratulated heartily upon their
starting and supporting the Rajastban Puratattva Mandir, which
promises to take before long an honoured place in the front
rank of Oriental Research Institutes now pervading this
Bharatavarsha,

Bhandarkar O. R. Institute .
10th May, 1957. } P.E. Gode
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