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The question at issue between Raja Sivaprasad and
Dayanand Sarassvati is the authoritativeness of the seve-
ral parts of what is commonly comprised under the
name ‘Veda.” Davanand Sarassvati rejects the Brah-
manas and Upnishads [with one exception] and acknow-
ledges the authority of the Sanhitas onlv. As this pro-
cedure is not in agreement with the religious belief of
the Hindus of the present day as well as of past ages of
which we have records, Daygnand Sarassvati is bound
to produce convincing proofs for the validity of the dis-
tinction he makes. He mentions that the Sanhitas are
“gtxaQtm’’ while the Brahmanas and Upnisbads are merely
“3fravw ’; but how does he prove this assertion ? (for as it
stands it cannot be called anything but a mere asser-
tion). The assertion of the Sanhitas being Txa:oATOr while
the Brabhmanas and Upnishads are merely Q¥Ta@:S#®TOr can
likewise not be admitted before it is supported by argu-
ments stronger than thoss which Dayanand Sarassvati
has brought forward up to the present. Raja Sivaprasad
is right to ask “why should not both be ®ga:a®y if one
i3 80 ?’’ or again “why should not both be qra:s®Ty if
one is so ?” and this reasoning could certainly not be
employed by any one for proving that other non-vedic
books as well are to he considered equal to the Veda;
for the Veda alone [including Brahmanas and Upni-
shads) enjoys the privilege of having—since immemorial
times—been ackncwledged by all Hindus as sacred and
revealed books.

With regard to the passage quoted by Dayanand
Sarasavat from the Satapatha Brahmana (Brihadarany-
aka Upanishad) it must be admitted that the objection
of Raja Sivaprasad is well-founded; if one part of the
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passage is authoritative, the other part is so likewise.
The aseertion whether the whole passage is a JIFY or a
¥ @Y is wholly irrelevant to the point at issue.

Payanind Sarassvati has certainly no right to dec-
lare the passage from Katyayana—according to which
the Veda consists of Mantra and Bralhimana—oninterpo-
lation.  Acting in this way anybody might declare any
passage contrary to his pre-conceived opinions an inter-
polation,

Dayanand Sarassvati rejects the authority of the
Brahmanas. How then does he prepare to deal with
Brahmana portions of the Taittiriva Sanhita, which in
character nowise differ from other DBrahmanas, like the
Satapatha, Panchavinsa, &c. And on the other hand
does he reject all the mantras contained in the Taittiri-

ya Brahmana ?
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